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Frederic was now upon the point of taking the 
field, and thereby anticipating the designs of his ene- 
mies ; being of opinion, as he wrote himself to the 
King of England, that it was more prudent pravenire 
quam praveniri.* Before, however, he did so, he 
published at Berlin " A Declaration of the motives 
which have obliged his majesty the King of Prussia 
to prevent the designs of the court of "Vienna." In 
this document Frederic inveighed against the ambi- 
tion of the empress-queen, and dwelt much upon her 
secret designs against the independence of the princes 
of the empire. He also declared that the liberties 
•f the Germanic body should only be buried in the 
same grave with Prussia ; and concluded by calling 

* Memoirs by Horace Walpole Earl of Oxford. 
II.— B 



10 Line or FREDERIC n. [1766 

Heaven to witness, that having sought for peace in 
vain by every means in his power, he was at length 
forced to take up arms in order to dissipate a con- 
spiracy which had been formed against his posses- 
sions and his crown.* 

One evening at a great supper the King of Prussia 
whispered to Mitchell, the English minister at Berlin, 
that he wished him to come to him at three o'clock 
on the following morning. When he arrived he car- 
ried him to his camp, and told him that there were 
in it a hundred thousand men setting out at that in 
stant they knew not whither ; and bade him write to 
his master that he was going to defend his majesty's 
dominions and his. own.f At the same time he or- 
dered his envoy at the court of Dresden to demand 
a passage for the Prussian troops, which were on 
their march towards Bohemia, through the electorate 
of Saxony. The feeble King of Poland remonstrated 
at this demand, but as he had not a sufficient force 
on foot to resist it, his remonstrances were not at- 
tended to. It was peculiarly necessary for the views 
of Frederic not only to obtain a passage for his troops 
through Saxony, but also to retain the command of 
that country, the rulers of which he was well aware 
were thoroughly ill-disposed towards him, and would 
therefore take the first opportunity of cutting off 
his retreat, should his Bohemian expedition prove 
unsuccessful. 

While the King of Poland was formalizing respect- 
ing the terms upon which the Prussian monarch was 
to pass through his dominions, the latter had actually 
entered them at the head of a large army. This he 
divided into three separate corps, which were to 
march by different "roads, and rendezvous near Dres- 
den.$ The right wing, commanded by Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunswick, took its route from Magdeburg, 



* Towera'a Memoirs of Frederic m. 
Memoirs by Horace Walpole Earl of Orfbrd. 
Htotoiredela Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic TL 
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by Halle, Leipsic, and Freyberg; the centre, which 
was conducted by the king in person, marched along 
the left side of the Elbe, by Wittemberg, Torgau, and 
Meissen ; and the left wing, led by the Duke of Bev- 
ern, marched from the neighbourhood of Frankfort 
on the Oder, through Lusatia, along the right bank 
of the Elbe. These different bodies of men set out 
on their march on the 29th of August,* and found 
themselves reunited in the neighbourhood of Dresden 
on the 6th of September. During his march Frederic 
disseminated copies of a manifesto to the same effect 
as his former declaration.! 

At the same time with the king's invasion of Sax- 
ony, Marshal Schwerin, who had the command of 
the army of Silesia, had received orders to penetrate 
into Bohemia by the circle of Kcenigsgratz4 This 
bold and able veteran appears to have been animated 
with all the fire of a young soldier ; at least, such are 
the sentiments which breathe through the following 
letter, written only a few months before this time; 
in which he feelingly laments the prospect of his 
not having any opportunity of serving another cam- 

Eaign. Fate, however, reserved for him that which 
e desired, and awarded to him, besides, a glorious 
death upon the field of honour. The letter is ad- 
dressed to Marshal Keith, between whom and him- 
self a most affectionate friendship appears to have 
existed, and is dated Frankfort on the Oder, 17th 
April, 1756. 

" In answer, my dear marshal, to the letter of the 
10th with which you have honoured me, I must tell 
you that I have decided upon not going to drink the 
waters at Carlsbad this year. I think at my age it 
is hardly worth the trouble or expense for me to 
make tins journey, though I have always found they 

* 17fi«. 

JQHlies'e View of the Reign of Frederic IL 
Hittaire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic H 
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did me good, and that certain rheumatisms I have 
contracted during the last hard winter rather require 
such a step. As the war no longer appears to me 
near at hand, I begin to despair of having an oppor- 
tunity of making another campaign, though my wish 
for it is so great. For at the age of seventy-two, 
and after fifty-six years of service, one cannot rea- 
sonably count much longer upon one's self; and the 
campaigns, which in our service we must look to, 
above all when one prefers one's duty to one's ease, 

demand a vigorous state of health. 

• ••••••• 

u I remain 
" Your excellency's very humble and obedient servt. 

"C. DE ScBWERX2f." 

He writes again to Marshal Keith on the 21st of 
August, 1756, having just taken the command of the 
troops destined to serve under him, and who were 
established at Neisse in Silesia : — " I entreat you to 
send me from time to time, when your military ope- 
rations may permit it, any welcome news of your- 
self; and I will send you mine in return. I must 
expect to meet with enemies superior to me in 
strength: God will assist me to resist their attacks ; 
and I trust always to do my duty to sustain the 
glory of the king's troops, and to die like a brave 
man. Adieu." 

On the 3d of September, writing still from Neisse, 
he thus describes his own situation and that of the 
army opposed to him, which was commanded by 
Piccolomini, an Italian officer of merit in the Aus- 
trian service : — " I am now occupied in collecting the 
troops in this neighbourhood ; and in this position I 
shall wait for the king's orders, and see what coun- 
tenance the Austrians will put on when they hear the 
unexpected news of our master's enterprise. Thus 
far they appear to me not quite to know what steps 
to take ; and the almost daily variations in the posi- 
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tions they occupy seem to indicate that they have 
not yet made up their minds upon the plan of their 
future operations."* 

As the King of Prussia advanced in his march to- 
wards Dresden, the fears of the court of the King of 
Poland, and especially of his minister Count Bruhl, 
who knew himself to be peculiarly obnoxious to 
Frederic, redoubled. It was at length determined 
to collect all the troops that could be got together, 
amounting to about 12,000 men, and to fix them in 
the strong natural camp of Pirna. " Pirna," to use 
the words of the King of Prussia, " is a position 
which nature has taken pleasure to form into a sort 
of fortress, to the strength of which art can add no* 
thing. On the east side of this position the Elbe 
flows between rocks which, by contracting its bed, 
make the stream more rapid. The right of the Saxon 
army was defended by the little fortress of Sonnen- 
stein, near the Elbe. In the valley at the foot of 
these rocks is placed the town of Pirna, from which 
the camp takes its name. The front towards the 
north extends to the hill of Kohlberg, which makes 
a sort of bastion to the fortification ; and before which 
there is a ravine nearly eighty feet deep, which is 
continued to the left, and thus surrounds the camp 
and stretches to the fort of Koenigstein. From the 
Kohlberg, which forms a sort of angle, a chain of 
rocks, of which the Saxons occupied the tops, ex- 
tends towards the west, and only terminates on the 
bank of the Elbe at Kcsnigstein. The Saxons, too 
feeble in numbers to fill the circle of this camp, which 
presented on all sides inaccessible rocks, contented 
themselves with guarding the approaches to it, which, 
though difficult in themselves, were the only ones by 
which their position could be attacked. They there- 
fore in those places formed redoubts, and placed 
palisades and chevaux-de-frises, for which they had 

* Them extracts are from ibe MS. Correspondence of Marshal Keith. 
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plentiful materials in the immense forests of pines 
with which the summits of the mountains are covered. 
This camp, one of the very strongest in Europe, hav- 
ing" been examined in detail, was decided to be im- 
pregnable ; and as therefore famine could alone van- 
quish so many obstacles, it was resolved to blockade 
it strictly, and to prevent the Saxon troops from re- 
ceiving provisions from the neighbourhood.*** This 
blockade the King of Prussia put into execution im- 
mediately after he had taken possession of Dresden. 
This latter event, which took place without any 
resistance on the part of the Saxons, occurred on the 
10th of September. Frederic assumed the name of 
Protector of Saxony; and the people of Dresden 
seemed well-disposed to receive him as such.f Being 
themselves rigid Protestants, they were offended 
with the Catholic bigotry of their own court ; while 
Frederic's attendance at the Protestant church gained 
him all hearts : and these feelings were confirmed 
by the winning manners of the king and the exact 
discipline of his troops.^ In* conformity with these 
feelings on the part of the Saxons, almost all the 
principal persons of the country, as well as the ma* 
gistrates of the town, attended the King of Prussia's 
levees, and all were well received. The king kept 
an open table, to which many of the Saxons were 
invited. He also sent the civilest messages to the 
royal family, who in return asked him to dinner, and 
offered him the use of their chamberlains to attend 
upon him. He, however, declined profiting by these 

offers.^ 

In the mean while, however, the King of Prussia 
neglected nothing which might make his possession 
of Saxony as advantageous to himself as possible. 
He took from the arsenal all the artillery, and sent it 

* Frederic II., Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana 
t Archenholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ane 
1 Memoirs by Horace Walpole Earl of Orfbrd 
f Arcbenhels, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, 
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to Magdeburg; and seized upon all those portions 
of the electoral revenues which were found to be in 
the hands of the tax-gatherers. He also strictly for. 
bade any intercourse to be held between the capital 
and the camp of Pirna. One cart alone was per- 
mitted to pass daily to the latter place, which con- 
tained the provisions destined for the table of the 
King of Poland. 

It was important for the Ring of Prussia to obtain 
possession of the original state papers, of which he 
already possessed copies, proving the treachery prac- 
tised towards him by the court of Saxony. He there- 
fore sent Marshal Keith to the archives in the palace 
to seize them ; but here the marshal met with an 
unexpected obstacle. The Queen of Poland* had 
not accompanied her husband to the camp of Pirna, 
but had remained behind at Dresden; and having 
been made aware of the intentions of Keith, deter- 
mined to oppose them by every means in her power. f 
The measure she adopted to effect her end was that 
o f intimidation. She told him that nothing but force 
should enable him to obtain possession of the papers 
in question : and observed to him, that as his master 
had given out that he would use no violence, all Eu- 
rope would exclaim against the outrage ; " and then,'* 
added, she, " you will be the victim : depend upon it, 
your king is a man to sacrifice you to his own hon- 
our. "J These expostulations and threats had so 
much effect upon the marshal that he sent for further 
orders, which were readily granted to him. He then 
possessed himself of the desired documents, though 
the queen persisted long in sitting on the trunk con- 
taining the most material ones, and could only be 
prevailed upon to rise when she was at length con- 

* Maria Josephs of Austria, eldest daughter of the lloiperar Joe epBi L 
Sir Charles Hanbury Williams says of her, " She is ugly beyond painting, 
and malicious beyond expression. 

t Voltaire, Sleds de Louis XV. 

t Memoirs by Horaos Walpole Earl ofOribrd, 
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Tinced that force would be resorted to to compel 
her. 

No sooner were these papers in the possession of 
Frederic than he had them published in his own jus* 
tification. But though thus successful in obtaining 
possession of them, the manner in which the Queen 
of Poland had been treated was more injurious to 
the Prussian cause than the publication of the Saxon 
treachery was serviceable to it. This violence ex- 
ercised towards a crowned head, the cruelty of which 
was exaggerated in all the different courts of Europe 
by the ministers of the powers hostile to Frederic, 
did considerable harm to his Interests ; and this was 
especially the case in France. The dauphiness there 
was the daughter of the Queen of Poland ; and when 
she heard of her mother's treatment, she fell at the 
feet of her father-in-law, Lewis the Fifteenth, and 
implored for justice and revenge. This conduct pro- 
duced an instantaneous effect. All other considera- 
tions were forgotten at Versailles, and France began 
to take an active part in a war which was really so 
contrary to her true interests.* 

At the same time that Frederic was thus taking 
possession of Dresden, contributions had been levied 
by his troops upon the city of Leipsic.f The magis- 
trates remonstrated, but in vain; they were put in 
prison, and thus compelled to pay what was required 
of them : and subsequently were obliged, during the 
whole of the Prussian occupation of Saxony, to pay 
all tolls, customs, and imposts to receivers appointed 
by his Prussian majesty. This was also the case 
throughout all the electoral dominions of the King of 
Poland ; and as Frederic maintained himself in pos- 
session of them during the whole of the war we are 
now treating of, it may easily be conceived what great 
pecuniary succours he must have drawn from them.] 



* Archenhols, Histoire de la Guerre de 8ept Ana. 
t Voltaire, Steele de Louis XV. 
i Towera's Memoirs of Frederic HL 
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In order also to make the revenues of Saxony 
more available for his purposes, Frederic caused 8 
general revision to be made of the salaries of the 
various Saxon functionaries, which were universally 
curtailed. Thus, at the court of Dresden there ex- 
isted two persons of great consideration and import- 
ance in their different ways, — the confessor of the 
queen and the director of the opera. The formei 
received a salary of 12,000 crowns, the latter of 
15,000. Frederic reduced them to 2000 crowns 
apiece. He also directed the prodigious quantities 
of Dresden china, which were kept both at Dresden 
and Meissen, to be sold. He scrupulously abstained, 
however, from touching any thing in the royal 
palace, or in the magnificent picture gallery attached 
to it ; though he was accustomed to pay frequent 
visits to the latter, for the purpose of admiring the 
treasures of art contained within its walls. He did 
' not, however, extend his protection to the palace of 
Count Briihl, to whom he bore a peculiar antipathy. 
The house and gardens of that minister suffered 
severely during the Prussian occupation of Dres- 
den.* It was, undoubtedly, a master-stroke of 
policy and decision thus to turn the resources of an 
enemy- against himself; and if we wish to find an 
ample justification of the measure, we have only to 
look at the terrific league which was now formed 
for the express purpose of annihilating Frederic and 
his kingdom.f 

In order to assure the continued possession of 
the electorate of Saxony to his troops, the King of 
Prussia proceeded to fortify the town of Torgau. 
He placed in it the cannons which he had taken from 
the other towns of Saxony; and obliged the in- 
habitants and the neighbouring peasants, — paying 
them, however, for their labour, — to assist in forming 
the works. At Torgau the military chest was 

* Aithenoolz, Histoire de la Quern de Sept Ana t JM* 
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deposited ; the commissariat of the Prussian army 
was also established there; and the contributions 
of the neighbouring country were received and ap- 
propriated.* 

When intelligence reached Vienna of the occupa- 
tion of Saxony by Frederic, the Aulic Council of 
the emperor declared him a disturber of the public 
peace, and a rebel. " It was, however," as Voltaire 
observes, " difficult to make this declaration effectual 
against a prince who had nearly 150,000 soldiers at 
his orders, and who already passed for the greatest 
general in Europe. He answered the sentence of 
the Aulic Council by a battle, which took place be- 
tween him and the Austrian army, which he had 
gone in pursuit of to the frontiers of Bohemia, near 
a village called Lowositz."f 

The Austrians had collected and put in motion 
two armies; the larger one, consisting of 60,000 
men, and commanded by Field-marshal Braun, as- 
sembled near Kolin in Bohemia ; the smaller one. 
of 20,000, under the command of Piccolomini, was 
stationed in Moravia, and, as has been before men- 
tioned, was opposed to that of Marshal Schwe- 
rin.J Upon hearing of the advance of Braun and 
his troops, whose object was the relief of the Saxon 
camp at Pirna, Frederic confided the blockade to 
the Margrave Charles of Brandenburgh, and ad- 
vanced with 24,000 troops, which had previously 
been confided to the command of Marshal Keith as 
an army of observation, across the frontier of Bo- 
hemia, in order to arrest their progress. He came 
in sight of the enemies, encamped in the plain of 
Lowositz, on the last day of September. The 
next morning the village of Lowositz, and the sur- 



* Arcbenholz, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Abb. 

t Voltaire, Sieele de Louis XV. 

i MOUer, Tableau dee Guerrea de Frederic le Grand.— ArcbenboU, 
Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— Grimoard, Tableau du Beam* da 
Frederic le Grand. 
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rounding objects, to use the words of Frederic, u were 
seen as through a crape," in consequence of a heavy 
fog. This, however, did not prevent the King of 
Prussia from ranging his army in battle array, be- 
tween the heights of Lobosch and Radositz. Braun, 
on the other hand, placed his troops, so that on their 
right they extended to Lowositz, and on the left 
stretched into the plain as far as Tzischowitz. 

The encounter commenced by the left wing of 
the Prussian army driving the Austrian pandours 
from the vineyards about Lowositz, in which they 
had posted themselves. Frederic allows himself 
that he imagined the Austrians intended to retreat, 
and that they had, with this view, placed the light 
troops about Lowositz in order to occupy the Prus- 
sians, and prevent their following them. When, 
however, about eleven o'clock, the fog cleared off, 
he discovered his error. The Prussian heavy artil- 
lery had been for some time previously cannonading 
the Austrian cavalry, under the impression that it was 
only the rear-guard of the retreating army. Fred- 
eric, also, still with the notion of having to do only 
with a rear-guard, had made his cavalry form at the 
foot of the hill, and then charge that of the enemy, 
who were thrown into disorder by the impetus of 
the shock. As, however, the Prussians advanced 
In their pursuit, they found both their flanks exposed 
to the fire of the Austrian batteries; and were 
obliged, in consequence, to retire to their original 
position. This convinced the king that the whole 
army of Braun was opposed to him. Before, how- 
ever, he could decide in his mind what step to take, 
the gallantry of his cavalry had urged them to make 
another charge, in which they were again success- 
ful. So great was their impetuosity, that having 
overthrown all obstacles to their course, and re- 
gardless of the batteries which played upon them, 
they advanced till they found themselves stopped 
by a vast ditch, which protected the imperial in- 
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fantry. Here they were met by the fire of sixty 
pieces of cannon, which forced them to return to 
their position at the foot of the hill. This, how- 
ever, they did in good order, and without being 
pursued* 

Marshal Braun, now finding that the onset of the 
Prussians was likely to become general, determined 
to forestal them, and to make the attack himself 
with part of his infantry. With this view he des- 
patched twenty battalions, who took their way be- 
hind the village of Lowositz, and so along the Elbe, 
till they were enabled to join the pandours, who still 
kept up an unequal contest in some parts of the 
vineyards. They then fell upon the Prussian left 
wing; by whom, however, they were so warmly 
received, that they were obliged to retreat from 
vineyard to vineyard; till at length, being compelled 
to descend into the plain, where they were pursued 
by the Prussians, some of the battalions were driven 
into the Elbe. A part also of the Austrian infantry 
retired into Lowositz, and taking possession of the 
houses, prepared to defend them. 

When intelligence of this movement was brought 
to the King of Prussia, he sent a detachment from 
his right wing to reinforce the left These attacked 
the village, the possession of which was vigorously 
contested ; but at length the valour of the Prussians 
overcame all obstacles. Having used all their am- 
munition, they charged with fixed bayonets into the 
place, and succeeded in driving from it the troops 
who had taken possession of it; as well as nine 
fresh battalions who had been sent to their assist* 
ance by Braun. This advantage concluded the battle. 
The left wing of the Austrians was so posted as not 
to be attackable by the Prussian troops ; and Braun, 
by a judicious movement of his troops, succeeded 
in covering his flying battalions from any lengthened 
pursuit. Night now came on, and Braun retreated 
across the Eger, destroying the bridges as he passed ; 
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and reoccupied his former camp of Budin. The 
King of Prussia passed the night on the field of 
battle.* 

The first intelligence of this battle which reached 
Berlin was conveyed in a note from Frederic to his 
mother, the queen-dowager, which contained only 
the following words : — " October 1st. This day I 
gave battle to the Austrians. Great generalship was 
displayed on both sides, and the fate of the day was 
doubtful for some hours ; but at last it pleased God 
to give us the victory." Marshal Keith, who com- 
manded under the king in this action, distinguished 
himself greatly; as did also Lieutenant-general 
Kleist, who, though suffering under wounds, of 
which he afterward died, refused to quit his horse 
till the event of the day was decided-! 

It is related of a common soldier, on this occa- 
sion, that being mortally wounded, and in the ago- 
nies of death, he asked whether the king was safe, 
and how the battle went 1 Being answered that the 
king was well, and the battle won, he said, " Now, 
then, it is a pleasure to die ;" and so expired. 

The combat of Lowositz can, however, hardly be 
reckoned among the Prussian victories, as the loss 
of the two armies was so very nearly equal ; that 
of the Prussians being 3200 killed and wounded, and 
of the Austrians 3000, in addition to which the latter 
lost four pieces of cannon and three standards; 
hardly any prisoners being taken on either side. 
And yet, if we judge of this battle by its effects, we 
shall undoubtedly be inclined to give the palm of 
success to the Prussians ; for it was to it exclusively 
that the subsequent capitulation of the Saxons at 
Pirna was owing. 

From the moment the battle of Lowositz had 
taken place, the whole attention of Frederic was 
directed to preventing the Austrians from approach* 

* Hlctoire de la Guerre de Sept Ant, par Frederic IL 
t Towers' Memoir* of Frederic III 
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ing the Saxon camp.* With this intention, he ex 
tended his post along the whole line of country by 
which Braun could possibly attempt to march to 
their relief; and even employed a part of his army 
in Bohemia for the same purpose. The imperial 
general, after one or two vain attempts to join the 
Saxons, gave up the attempt ; and it was then de- 
termined that the Saxons should leave their in- 
trenchments, which were now, from the famine 
which raged among them, become almost untenable, 
and endeavour to force their way through the Prus- 
sian troops ; while, at the same moment, the impe- 
rial army was to advance to meet them. This 
project was intended to take effect on the 11th of 
October, but the heavy rains which fell on that day 
obliged the allies to defer the execution of it till the 
following one.f 

Frederic employed this time in strengthening his 
posts upon the Elbe. On the 12th the Saxons com- 
menced their march. It was arranged that they 
should pass the river Eger below Kcenigstein, and 
afterward the Elbe, having first driven off the Prus- 
sians who guarded it ; while a simultaneous attack 
from Braun, on the other side of the river, was to 
operate as a diversion upon the Prussians, who 
would thus be obliged to defend their front and rear 
at the same moment. Various obstacles, however, 
opposed themselves to the success of thu plan. 
The ground on the right bank of the Elbe consists 
of high mountains, intersected by deep narrow ra- 
vines, full of holes and quagmires, and therefore 
exceedingly unfavourable to the march of an army ; 
especially when, as in the present instance, these 
passages were defended by hostile troops. At 
length, after severe sufferings, and the labour of 
constructing a bridge, which occupied many hours, 
the Saxons succeeded in crossing the Elbe ; but they 

* Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic IL 
t Archenbolz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
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did it at the expense of the loss of the heavy artil- 
ery, the bridge having broken under it They then 
attempted to form into some order at the foot of 
the mountain called the Lilienstein ; but so narrow 
was the space that they were unable to succeed in 
this, but were obliged to encamp themselves, as 
they could, in a confused manner. Here another 
disappointment awaited their leader Count Rutow- 
sky, in the intelligence he received that Marshal 
Braun had failed in his attempt to effect a junction 
with them. Braun had advanced towards Schandau, 
where, meeting with the Prussian detachment under 
the command of General Lestewitz, whose position 
he found it impossible to force, and being, besides, 
ignorant of the country through which he had to 
penetrate, he had been obliged to retire towards 
Bohemia, after sustaining some loss.* 

Meanwhile the Prussians had taken possession 
of the camp the Saxons had abandoned, and, pursu- 
ing the fugitive army, took prisoners the rear-guard, 
and obtained possession of their baggage and ar- 
tillery. 

The King of Poland had retreated into the fortress 
of Kcenigstein; where, attended only by two sol- 
diers of his guards, and a few of his courtiers, he 
awaited the decision of the victor. His army, at 
the s same time, encamped under the Lilienstein, was 
suffering all the horrors of famine, without tents or 
baggage, or even ammunition. Under these circum- 
stances, a capitulation was all that remained for them ; 
and to obtain by it whatever terms the conqueror, 
in his mercy, might think proper to allow. Accord- 
ingly, negotiations were opened, with the consent 
of Augustus, who was himself most anxious to es- 
cape into Poland. Frederic had taken up his resi- 
dence at Struppen (where, during the occupation 
of the camp of Pirna by the Saxons, the head-quar- 

* Grimoard, Tableau da Regne de Frederic le Grand* 
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ters of the King of Poland had been placed), from 
whence he dictated the terms of the capitulation. 
By these the officers recovered their liberty, upon 
their promise of not serving again against the Prus- 
sians during the course of the present war ; but the 
whole of the rest of the army were obliged to take 
the oath of allegiance to Frederic, and were either 
formed at once into regiments with Prussian col- 
ours, or incorporated in the regiments already ex- 
isting of that army. 

This proceeding did not, however, prove so ad- 
vantageous to the Prussian cause as had been hoped ; 
for so steady was the attachment of the Saxons to 
their unfortunate sovereign and country, that the 
greater part of the troops thus amalgamated found 
means to desert in a very short time, and hastened 
to rejoin Augustus in Poland.* To this step they 
were also much incited by the emissaries of the 
Queen of Poland, who, as has been before men- 
tioned, had remained at Dresden. Her conduct 
in thus endeavouring to recover for her husband 
the army of which he had been forcibly deprived 
was neither surprising nor blameable; but the 
same can hardly be said of the encouragement and 

Eersuasions she used to induce the officers, who 
ad been released upon engaging not to serve again 
against the Prussians during the war, to break their 
promises, in which she was in many instances but 
too successful.! 

Augustus begged hard to have his guards restored 
to him, who were one of the finest corps in Europe ; 
but Frederic replied, in the most insulting manner, 
" that if he consented, the Saxon guards would un- 
doubtedly serve against him again, and that he did 
not choose to have the trouble of taking them a 
second time."$ This harsh conduct towards a fallen 



* Archenhols, Hlstoire de la Guerre de Sett Aim. 
Hietotra de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic li 
Voltaire, Steele de Louia XV. 
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'sovereign would appear, at first sight, unparbonable i 
but when we reflect upon the knowledge Frederic 
h»d of the bitter hostility ever entertained towards 
him by the Saxon government, and consider that 
he was also aware that, at this very moment, a se- 
cret treaty was concluding between it and the em- 
press-queen, by which an engagement was entered 
into to furnish the latter with four regiments of 
dragoons and two of hulans, we cannot be astonished 
that he should have been anxious to prevent its 
having any further power of doing him harm. 
Where these matters were not in question, he en- 
deavoured to show civility to the Polish sovereign ; 
sending him back all the standards, arms, Ac. which 
had belonged to his troops ; and offering him post- 
horses and an escort to conduct him and his suite to 
Warsaw. This latter offer partook undoubtedly, in 
some degree, of insulting politeness ; but at the 
same time was one which the state of Augustus's 
affairs obliged him most eagerly to accept of. The 
whole of this strange transaction, the only one of 
a military nature which took place between the 
Prussians and Saxons during the course of the 
seven years 9 war, concluded with the following letter 

from Frederic to Augustus: — 

« 

"Stmppen, 18th of October, 1756. 

Sir, and my Brother, 

" Since our affairs are now arranged, and that 
your majesty appears so anxious for your departure 
towards Poland, I have given, without delay, all the 
orders which you requested me, by the Major « 
Zechwiz, to give ; and I now, with all my heart, 
wish you a happy journey. It will depend entirely 
upon your majesty's own wishes to choose what 
road you are pleased to take ; and if your majesty 
prefers hot meeting any of my troops by the way, 
you have only to mention it to the Baron de Sporcken, 
in order that I may have them removed, according 

Vol. II.— C 
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to your wishes. I cannot conclude without the 
most sincere assurances that, in spite of what I have 
found myself compelled to do in the present con- 
juncture of affairs, I shall ever feel a most perfect 
friendship for your majesty ; in proof of which 1 
shall seize every opportunity of testifying to you, as 
well as to your royal family, how great is the in- 
terest I take in your happiness and prosperity. In 
the mean while I shall always remain, with senti- 
ments of the most distinguished esteem and the 
most perfect consideration, 

44 Sir, 
44 of your majesty 

44 the faithful brother, 
44 Frederic."* 

The King of Prussia's next step was, the taking 
possession of the whole of the Kingr of Poland's 
electoral dominions, with the exception of the im- 
pregnable fortress of Koenigstein, to which he ac- 
corded neutrality during the war. He established 
himself for the winter at Dresden, and began to 
treat the electorate, — which he professed, notwith- 
standing, to consider as only under his protection, — 
as a conquered country. He transacted business 
constantly with the Saxon ministers ; informed him- 
self of all the details of administration ; and went 
so far as to demand of the states a reinforcement 
of 10,000 men for his army.f 

At the same time that the troops of the King of 
Prussia established themselves in their winter-quar- 
ters in Saxony, those under the command of Marshal 
Schwerin retired from their position near Kcenigs- 
gratz into Silesia. The marshal had been obliged to 
continue, during the whole campaign in a state of 
inactivity, in consequence of the determination of 
Piccolomini, who was opposed to him, not to risk a 

* Vie de Frederic U. 

1 Archenholz, Hietoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
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battle. A few partial skirmishes only took place, 
which were, for the most part, to the advantage of 
the Prussians.* The following letter from Marshal 
Schwerin to Marshal Keith will best explain the 
state of affairs in this part of the theatre of war 
towards the close of the campaign. It is dated 
from the quarter-general at Augerd, 18th October 
1756. 

« Sir, 

" I have duly received the letter which your ex- 
cellency did me the honour to write to me on the 
4th of this month, and return you many thanks for 
the relation you are good enough to make to me in it 
of the glorious day of the 1st of October. f I hope 
my congratulations upon this subject have already 
reached your excellency, and that you will believe in 
the interest I take in an event which you had so 
considerable a part in. 

As my neighbour Piccolomini keeps himself 
closely shut up in his camp, in which he has in- 
trenched himself to the teeth, he affords but rarely 
a slight occupation to my hussars. Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Werner, of the regiment of Wethmar, whom I 
sent on the 16th to their rear, routed, with the 250 
hussars he had with him, a party of 400 dragoons 
and fifty hussars. He pursued them beyond Reich- 
enau, and obliging jthem to. pass over the bridge 
of the fortress, he forced a considerable number into 
the foss6, killed a good many more, and took some 
prisoners. On the other side, the Major Bajar, of 
the hussars of Wethmar, whom I had sent out to 
clear the frontier of pandours and hussars, who in- 
fested the neighbourhood of Frankenstein, detached 
a lieutenant with fifty horsemen to scour the country. 
These met, during the night of the 14th and 15th, a 
party of sixty Austrian hussars, and fell upon them, 

* Htaoire de It Guerre de Sept Ajm* par Frederic IL 
t Tbe betUe of Lo woetts. • 
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without regarding a triple discharge from their car- 
bines and pistols, with their sabres killed many, and 
brought off ten men and eleven horses prisoners. 
We lost twelve horses in these skirmishes, and had 
about as many men wounded, but none killed ; ex- 
cept, indeed, Lieutenant Roschenbar be so, respect- 
ing whom we do not yet know whether he is killed 
or taken prisoner. 

" I trust, my dear marshal, that you may have an 
uninterrupted continuance of happy events and great 
successes. 

" I remain, with sentiments of the highest con* 
sideration, 

u Your excellency's very humble, 

" and very obedient servant, 

u C. DE ScHWERIN."* 

Shortly after writing this letter, Schwerin set out 
on his march towards Silesia. He was followed by 
some thousands of Hungarians, who were trouble- 
some to his rear-guard. The marshal, who was not 
enduring of such attacks, put himself at the head 
of a part of his cavalry, fell upon the enemy, de- 
feated them and, having pursued them a considerable 
distance, resumed his march, which was no more 
interrupted.! 

* Fran the MS. Correspondence of Field-marshal Keith. 
i Hietoire de It Guerre de Sept Ana, per Frederic TL 
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Indisposition of France towards Prussia— War declared against Prussia 
by France, 8weden, and Russia— -Army of the Empire— The King of 
England unfriendly to Frederic— Attempt to poison Frederic— Queen 
of Poland's Intrigues— The Forces of the Confederates take the Field 
—Frederic enters Bohemia— Skirmishes— Battle of Prague— Death 
of Marshal Schwerin— Austrian Army in Prague— Bombardment of 
Prague— Battle of Kolin— Death of Frederic's Mother— Confederacy 
against Prussia— Frederic's Letter to the Marquis D'Argens. 

Thk winter of 1756-1757 was occupied by the 
contending parties in great preparations for the en* 
suing campaign. The invasion of Saxony by the 
Prussians had caused an unusual sensation in Eu- 
rope. Several courts were not aware of the reasons 
which had led to it ; others affected not to know 
them, in order to blame the more strongly the con- 
duct of the King of Prussia. The King of Poland 
made complaints of the Prussian violence ; and his 
ambassadors exaggerated the sufferings of Saxony. 
These clamours were re-echoed at Versailles, at 
Petersburg, and throughout Europe. The King of 
France was already piqued at the preference shown 
by the King of Prussia to the English alliance. At 
the same time, the emissaries of Austria were en- 
gaged in exciting the people of France to regard 
with complacency a German war ; while the tears 
of the dauphiness for the fate of her parents were 
made use of to move Lewis to take vengeance upon 
the invaders of her native country. Thus solicited, 
the King of France determined upon sending an 
army into Germany, and only suspended the execu- 
tion of this resolution in order to give it the colour 
of a natural and plausible pretext.* 

• HktoJre de to Oaemoe Sent Aim, par Fndarlt XL 
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M. de Broglio, ambassador from France in Saxony, 
received orders to furnish this by giving occasion to 
the Prussians to insult him in his diplomatic capacity. 
The commission with which he was thus charged 
was the occasion of his singular conduct while the 
Saxons were blockaded at Pirna. He remained at 
Dresden, and affected to wish several times to pay 
visits to tbe King of Poland at Struppen. He tried 
to force the Prussian soldiers employed in the 
blockade, in order to occasion their resisting him 
with violence. He endeavoured, without success, 
to pass the chain of sentinels : they opposed to him, 
whenever he made the attempt, so much politeness, 
united with so much firmness, that he could neither 
get to the King of Poland, nor find a pretext, how* 
ever slight, to enable the government of France to 
quarrel with Prussia. This irritated the court of 
Versailles, who, without further delay or circumlo- 
cution, sent away from Paris M. de Knyphausen, the 
Prussian plenipotentiary, and recalled M. de Valori, 
who exercised the same office from France at Berlin. 
These measures obliged the King of Prussia, when 
he returned from Bohemia to Dresden, to signify to 
M. de Broglio, that in the present state of the rela- 
tions between the two* countries it was no longer 
proper for a French ambassador to be a resident in 
the same town with himself. Broglio received this 
intimation with considerable haughtiness, but was 
not the less immediately compelled to obey it, and 
to commence his journey to Warsaw* 

Every circumstance at this moment concurred to 
plunge France into the war with Prussia, and to 
make her a principal actor in the bloody scenes 
which were about to take place in Germany. La 
addition to those already enumerated, the elevation 
of the Abbe de Bernis, the author of the Austrian 
alliance, to the post of minister for foreign affairs, 
was not the least important. While to this must be 
added, that, partly from the successful intrigues of 
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the imperial emissaries, and partly from the love of 
novelty in a people greedy of change, the union with 
Austria had become exceedingly popular throughout 
France. The consequence of all these things was, 
that instead of France supplying to the empress- 
queen, as she was obliged by the treaty, an auxiliary 
force of 24*000 men, she sent an army amounting to 
100,000 across the Rhine early in the spring. Not 
content, also, with her own exertions, she incited 
the senate of Sweden, over whom she had great 
power, to enter into the coalition against Prussia ; 
in spite of the ties of blood and friendship which 
united the sovereign of that country to Frederic. In 
vain Adolphus Frederic II. and his queen Ulrica, 
sister of the Prussian monarch, endeavoured to pre- 
vent such a decision. The senate of Sweden was 
at this time all-powerful, and was ruled by the fac- 
tion of the "Hate"* who were devoted to France 
and Russia. An army of Swedes, in consequence, 
took the field against Prussia in the month of March 
of this year.f 

Nor were the insinuations of the imperial nego- 
tiators against Prussia less successful at Peters- 
burg than they had been at Versailles. The natural 
dislike of the Empress Elizabeth for the King of 
Prussia was a good foundation for them to work 
upon ; but their most efficacious argument was the 
promise of a subsidy of 2,000,000 of crowns. This 
was the identical sum paid over by France to Aus- 
tria, according to the stipulations of the treaty be- 
tween these two powers ; and Austria, by transfer- 
ring it to Russia, induced the latter court to declare 
war against Prussia.:): 

Meanwhile the ministers, of the empress-queen at 

* The senate of Sweden was divided between the parties called " The 
Hats" and "The Cape," who successively, for many yews, ruled, or 
rather misruled, both king and country; till Gustavua the Third re- 
established the royal authority in 1772. 

t L'Art de verifier lea Dates. 

% flistoire de la Quern de Sept Ana, par Frederic XL 
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Ratisbon excited the imperial diet to take a part in 
the approaching contest. In this they were sup- 
ported by the French agents, whose menaces so in- 
timidated that assembly that they consented to 
whatever was demanded of them. It was in conse- 
quence decided, that the empire should raise an 
army to act against the Prussian monarch ; and that 
the command of this force should be intrusted to the 
Prince of Hildbourghausen, who was also a field- 
marshal in the Austrian service. It was even pro- 
posed by the party of the empress-queen that the 
Kings of Prussia and England snould be placed under 
the ban of the empire. To this it was replied by 
others, that though formerly the Elector of Bavaria 
had incurred this censure, it was not till he had been 
defeated in the battle of Blenheim ; and that, there- 
fore, it might be wiser to wait till the army of the 
empire had obtained a similar victory over the sove- 
reigns in question.* What, however, prevented this 
rash step from being taken was the representations 
of the court of France, who felt that such an unusual 
measure might greatly compromise the dignity of all 
those who were parties to it. 

When the army of the empire began to collect, it 
presented something of the appearance which must 
have belonged to the uncouth assemblages of the 
early crusaders. With the exception of the contin- 
gents of Bavaria, the palatinate, Wirtemberg, and 
one or two other of the more considerable states, 
the rest was an undisciplined multitude of aH kinds 
and all colours. Peasants had been suddenly trans- 
formed into captains with tattered uniforms ; while 
from the ecclesiastical electorates the contingents 
were principally furnished from the menials of the 
convents, who were mounted on cart-horses, and 
denominated dragoons.f 

The difficulties of the King of Prussia were much 

* Histobe de la Guerre de Sept An*, per Frederic H. 
t Arobenlwii, Htaftoke de Is Guerre de Sept Am. 
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augmented by tbe little concert which reigned at 
present between him and his airy the King of Eng- 
land. The latter, whose whole soul was absorbed 
in the protection of his electorate, could not com- 
prehend or approve of the great and able plans of 
Frederic, who was therefore obliged to narrow them 
to suit the genius of his ally. The King of Prussia 
had wished to defend Wesel against the French, and 
by occupying them with the attack of that fortress, 
to give himself time to advance against them. The 
Hanoverian ministers of George, in whom he had 
the most implicit confidence, were, however, of 
opinion that Wesel should be abandoned, and that 
only the course of the Weser should be defended. 
It was in vain that the King of Prussia represented 
the impossibility of guarding the Weser; a river 
almost everywhere fordable, and of which the 
western bank, from its height, completely com- 
manded the eastern one. He was obliged to submit ; 
to destroy the fortifications of Wesel ; to withdraw 
his troops; and to wait patiently for the army 
which was promised him in the spring, under the 
command of the Duke of Cumberland.* 

During this winter Frederic paid a short visit to 
his capital, after which he returned again to Dresden, 
where an attempt was made to poison him. It is 
not exactly known who of his numerous enemies 
were the contrivers or abetters of this horrid con- 
spiracy ; but they had corrupted a favourite servant 
named Glasau, who was to be the perpetrator of the 
% crime. The poison was mixed with a cup of choco- 
late, which was to form the king's breakfast. As 
Glasau presented it to Frederic, the latter observed 
bis hand tremble, and, on looking at his face, saw 
marks of evident trouble upon it. He asked him, in 
a stern voice, what he had done ; and the man fell 
on his knees, and confessed his criminal intentions, 

♦ HUftoii* de la Guerre de Sept Ana, pur Frederte tt 
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at the same time begging for merry. Frederic, 
whose great object was that the story should not 
become known, had Glasau interrogated privately 
by two or three of his confidential servants, and 
afterward placed him in solitary confinement at 
Spandau, where he died. The secret of the whole 
transaction was so well guarded, that the anecdote 
never became known till many years after it had 
taken place.* 

In the midst of negotiations, preparations, and 
alarms, the King of Prussia, at Dresden, appeared 
only occupied with gaining the hearts of the Saxons 
by his gayety and good-humour. He gave them fre- 
quent balls, masquerades, and concerts; and, at the 
latter, excited their admiration by his excellent per* 
formance on the flute.f These festivities were a 
tittle disturbed by the intrigues of the Queen of Po- 
land. This princess was accustomed to send her 
grand-master, the Count of Questenberg, to compli- 
ment the King of Prussia every morning ; and hardly 
a day passed without her volunteering assurances of 
her friendship for him. At the same time she con- 
tinued, as was certainly somewhat natural, in con- 
stant communication with the Austrian generals, to 
whom she detailed whatever of the Prussian plans 
or intentions she was able to discover. Suspicions 
were excited respecting this correspondence, which, 
however, continued for a considerable- time secret* 
Orders were at length given that every thing enter- 
ing the gates of the town should be rigorously 
searched. A box of black puddings, addressed to 
the Countess Ogilvy, who held a high post about the 
queen's person, was in consequence stopped. One 
of the puddings was cut open, and found to contain - 
letters, with which, in fact, they were all filled. 

* Towanfe Memoirs of Frederic m.— Arebeuhota, Hiatoire do la 
Ckierre de Sept Ana. 

♦ ArrheiAo^HlatoIredeUQperredeSepC Ana. 



1797.] lor* or ntsDBfticn. 35 

This discovery rendered the cfueen more circumspect 
for the future, but did not stop her correspondence.* 

During the winter the Prussian troops who were 
stationed near Bohemia, in that part of the electorate 
of Saxony which is called Lusatia, were kept con- 
stantly on the alert by the attacks of those corps 
of Austrians who were placed on the other side of 
the frontier. In some of these loss was sustained; 
and as towards the spring reinforcements arrived to 
the imperial troops from Flanders, Frederic deemed 
it necessary to support his own with a detachment 
from Pomerania. From the time of the arrival of 
the latter in Lusatia, which took place about the 
middle of March, the enemies became more tranquil, 
and consequently less troublesome. 

It was the anxious wish of the King of Prussia, 
seeing the gigantic preparations which were making 
against him, to forested his enemies, and to com- 
mence the campaign before they were entirely ready 
for his attack. It has been calculated that the ar- 
mies of the enemies of Frederic which were on foot 
at the commencement of this campaign, and pre- 
paring to march against him, exceeded 700,000 men; 
while the force which he and his Hanoverian allies 
could bring into the field only amounted to 360,000. 
The imperial forces were thus disposed : — Marshal 
Daunt had posted himself in Moravia, with a view 
of penetrating into Upper Silesia ; Count Kcenigsegg 
with a body of 20,000 men was destined to enter 
Lusatia ; Marshal Braun, at the head of a great force, 
intended to march upon Dresden ; while the Duke 
of Aremberg, who was stationed near Egra, was to 
join Braun, near Dresden, with a powerful reinforce- 

* fflstobw de la Guerre de Sept Am, par Frederic EL 
t Leopold Count Daun was the first Austrian general opposed to 
Frederic whose military talents appear in any way to have been such 
as to have rendered him a worthy antagonist of the Prussian monarch. 
He was of a noble Bohemian family, and was born in 170ft. ~ He served 
first under Prince Eugene, commanded with great distinction through 
the seven years' war, and dfsd tth February, 1706 
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ment. In addition to the armies of Maria Theresa, 
the troops of the empire, sometimes called the army of 
the circles, were ready to act. At the same tf/ne the 
Russians, under the command of General Apraxin, 
were advancing" against the kingdom of Prussia. 
The French with 100,000 men were upon the point 
of invading Prussian Westphalia ; while the Swedes 
meditated an attack upon the side of Pomerania.* 

Under these circumstances the King of Prussia 
determined upon taking the field in the month of 
April. He divided his army, amounting to 110,000 
men, into four corps, under the command of himself, 
of the Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau, of the Duke 
of Bevern, and of Marshal Schwerin; and fearlessly 
entering the kingdom of Bohemia, marched towards 
Prague. He had previously endeavoured to deceive 
the Austrians as to his real intentions, and thus to 
take them more completely by surprise.! With 
this view he had not only taken considerable pains 
respecting the fortifications of Dresden, but had had 
surveys made of different strong camps in the neigh- 
bourhood of that city, in order to induce the belief 
that he intended the campaign to be one of a defen- 
sive nature. These preparations were communi- 
cated to the Austrian generals by the Queen of Po- 
land, and they were in consequence not a little sur- 
prised when the king's march discovered his objects.! 

But in proportion as Frederic was bent upon com- 
mencing the campaign with some brilliant and deci- 
sive action, the cabinet of Vienna were anxious to 
act on the defensive, and thus to give time to all 
their allies to come into the field. Marshal Braun, 
therefore— though, as has been before mentioned, at » 
the head of a powerful army, — more powerful, in- • 
deed, than that led by the Prussian monarch— made 

* HQUer, Tableau dee Guerree de Frederic Ie Grand. 
t ▲rchenholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— MOller, Tableau 
dee Guerjnea de Frederic le Grand.' 
J Histoire de :* Guerre do flept Ana, per Fraderio n. 
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no attempt to interrupt the advance of the latter* 
The portion of the Prussian army commanded by 
the Duke of Bevern encountered, however, that of 
Count Koenigsegg, consisting of 20,000 men. The 
Prussians found them in a strong camp, situated on 
the side of a large and deep valley near Reichen- 
berg; which, on the right, stretched to the town of 
Reichenberg, and on the left to the hill of Gesken- 
burg. The duke immediately formed his troops in 
jorder of battle. He commenced the attack with his 
cavalry, while the infantry, passing the stream 
which ran through the valley, stormed the heights 
on the left of the Austrians, which were guarded by 
their troops. The flank of the Austrians being thus 
turned, their whole force was soon thrown into disor- 
der, and fled with great precipitation. In this action, 
which afforded so good an augury to the Prussians 
for the rest of the campaign, the Austrians lost, in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, 1280, and the Prus- 
sians only 445. The action of Reichenberg was 
fought on the 21st of April.* 

Meanwhile, Marshal Schwerin had passed the 
Elbe at Kdnigshof, and obliged Koenigsegg, whom 
he found posted there after his defeat, to retire to 
Prague. The marshal, advancing, seized upon some 
very valuable magazines at Bunzlau, and then joined 
the troops under the command of the Duke of 
Bevern. Prince Maurice of Anhalt had already 
joined his detachment to that commanded by the 
king in person ; and finally, on the morning of the 
6th of May, the whole Prussian army reunited be- 
fore the walls of Prague. Here they found the 
Austrian army encamped. It was commanded in 
chief by Prince Charles of Lorraine, the brother of 
the Emperor Francis, having under him Marshal 
Brauiu Great jealousies are said at this time to 
have existed between the different imperial com- 

♦MOlter Tabk^ to Goons de Frederic to Qnaid. 
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mandem These had prevented their taking advan- 
tage of the division of the King of Prussia's army; 
which would have given them, had they attacked 
the detachments of it separately on their march 
through Bohemia, an easy victory. This opportu- 
nity being lost, nothing remained but to combat on 
equal terms.* 

The forces of the empress-queen at the battle of 
Prague, which took place upon the 6th of May, 
and of which a relation is now about to be given, 
amounted to about 75,000 men; and those of the 
Prussians which were actually engaged to 68^000. 
When Frederic appeared, the Austrian infantry was 
reposing tranquilly in its camp, and the cavalry was 
absent foraging. The latter was immediately re- 
called; and Prince Charles prepared his army to 
resist the attack of the Prussians. The ground by 
which the Prussians had to advance against their 
enemies was very disadvantageous to them* as i* 
consisted of meadows, or rather morasses, in which 
the soldiers sank up to their knees. They, how- 
ever, marched on with vigour and determination. 
At about one o'clock in the afternoon these ob- 
stacles were surmounted, and the Prussians were 
ranged in order of battle. Regardless of the fatigues 
they had gone through, they rushed upon the Aus- 
trians, who received them with a discharge of the 
whole of their artillery. Frederic had given orders 
that his soldiers should not fire, but come to close 
quarters as quickly as possible with fixed bayonets. 
This they essayed to do, but so tremendous was the 
destruction occasioned by the Austrian cannon, 
which mowed down whole ranks at once, that 
General Fouquet, who commanded them (having re- 
placed General Winterfield, who had been wounded), 
was obliged unwillingly to retire. J 

* Arctaenholx, Hfooiie de la Gaerre de Sept Ana. 
tMWkr TtUMBdai Gams* totals to 



t75?.J life of nsDBRie n» 9$ 

Their left flank had been also exposed to the 
enemy, from the following circumstance. The 
Prussian cavalry had advanced, with the infantry to 
support them; but the course of the former had 
oeen arrested by the cavalry of the Austrians ; and 
while these were combating the Prussian infantry 
had continued to advance, and met with the fate 
which has been before described.* Marshal Schwerin, 
who had been posted in the rear, at this moment 
arrived, and seizing one of the standards belonging 
to his own regiment, which was running away, ad- 
vanced towards the enemy. He exhorted, he im- 
plored the soldiers to return to the charge, erring 
out at the same time, " He is a coward who refuses 
to follow me." The Prussian infantry could not 
resist the persuasions of the heroic veteran; they 
again rushed forward, and, regardless of the murder- 
©us fire of the Austrians, succeeded in obtaining 
possession of their battery, and turning it against 
its former possessors. Their success, however, 
was damped by the fate of Schwerin, who fell, 
pierced with three balls, and enveloped in the flag 
which, in his hand, had proved the standard of 
victory.^ 

Several Prussian generals followed his brilliant 
example, charging on foot at the head of their 
brigades. Among these was the king's brother, 
Prince Henry, who himself drove the enemies from 
one of their batteries.^ Meanwhile, the Prussian 
cavalry, after an obstinate contest, had completely 
defeated that of the Austrians ; and Frederic, profit* 
ing by these advantages, and especially by the ad- 
vance of the Prussian infantry into the centre of the 
Austrian lines, pushed forward with the troops he 
had in reserve through the opening made for them 
by their brave comrades; and thus divided the 

* MOller, Tableau des Guerre* de Frederic to Grand. 

1 Vie de Frederic II. 
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imperial army into two disconnected parts. One of 
these fled towards Beneschau ; and the other, com- 
manded by Prince Charles of Lorraine, hastened to 
shelter itself within the walls of Prague. This 
latter force amounted to about forty-eight thousand 
men.* 

The victory of Prague cost the Prussians above 
3000 men killed on the spot, 8000 wounded, and 
1500 taken prisoners ; but the real loss of the day 
on their side was the death of Schwerin ; who, from 
the acknowledgment of all who knew him, was one 
of the ablest generals of his time ; and possessed at 
the age of seventy-two all the activity, the vigour, 
and the boldness of youth. Frederic observes, 
while enumerating the numbers killed in the respect- 
ive armies, ** On our side we had to mourn the death 
of Marshal Schwerin, whose loss was of more im- 
portance to us than that of 10,000 men would have 
been."t — " His death withered the laurels of a vic- 
tory bought with such precious blood." After the 
battle was over, Frederic went to see the body of 
Schwerin ; and he is reported to have wept over it, 
and to have exclaimed, "I have lost a father in 
him." The Austrians had 4000 men killed on their 
side, 4000 wounded, and near 9000 taken prisoners. 
They lost sixty cannons, eleven standards, their 
camp, and the military chest. Marshal Braun also 
was so severely wounded in the engagement, that he 
shortly afterward died at Prague.}: The King Of 
Prussia, during the whole of the action, had exposed 
himself to the hottest of the fire. The battle lasted 



* Archenholz, Histotre de la Guerre de Sept Am. 

t This idea of Frederic's of the value of SchwerinHi services was to 
merely one that struck him alter the loss of that general ; for it is re- 
lated that on a certain occasion, when Schwerin had been appointed to 
the command of a particular expedition, and was to have forty thousand 
men with him, he came to the king to inform him that he could only 
make oat thirty thousand by the list of the troops. M WeHf repUs? 
Frederic, u that it forty thousand, including yourtelf. 19 

t If Otter, Tablet* des Gnerres de Frederic le Grand. 
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tni eight o'clock in the evening; and concluded with 
the commencement of the blockade of Prague* 
Frederic wrote that night to his mother, the queen* 
dowager, in these terms: — 

M Madam, 
" My brother and myself are safe and well. The 
Austnans are in a fair way to make a bad campaign 
of it ; while I find myself free, and at the head of 
150,000 men. Add to this, that we are masters of a 
kingdom which is obliged to furnish us with troops 
and money. The Austrians have been dispersed 
like chaff before the wind. I shall send part of my 
army to make my compliments to the French ; and 
with the rest I am about to pursue the Austrians."! 

It may be doubtful whether the battle of Prague 
would not have been still more decisive — indeed, 
sufficiently so to end the war at once— had it not been 
for the apparently trilling circumstance of there not 
being quite enough of pontons in the Prussian army. 
That part of it which was commanded by Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau was posted opposite to 
Prague, on the other side of the Muldau. When 
the enemy began to fly, he decided to throw a 
bridge across the river, and thus to attack them in 
their rear. But in consequence of the river being 
swelled with some rain which had lately fallen, the 
pontons he possessed were not sufficient to stretch 
entirely across it ; and he and his soldiers were thus 
obliged to remain simple spectators of the heroic 
deeds of their countrymen. Had this been other- 
wise, it is probable that no Austrians would have 
escaped to tell the tale of their own defeat^ 

The portion of the Austrian army commanded by 
Marshal Daun was on its march to join that of 

« 

* TowenVMemoirs of Frederic m. t V** de Frederic II 

* Aithenhoto, Hitoire de U Qneira de Sept Ana. 
II.— D 
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and hazarding a battle ; which, if successful, most 
at once determine the fate of Prague.* 

Perhaps he trusted too much to his own good for* 
tune and the invincible character of his troops, who 
had never been defeated since they were led by him; 
hut it must be owned, at the same time, that in his 
position a decisive blow was necessary without 
delay. For the Russians, the Swedes, the French, 
and the forces of the empire were all on their march 
against him or his territories; and if he gave them 
time to approach, not only Prague was lost to him,' 
but his-very existence as an independent sovereign 
would have been much endangered. Under these 
^circumstances, he therefore collected as many troops 
as could be spared from the blockading army, which 
detachment amounted to 12,000 men; and putting 
himself at their head, marched to unite himself to 
the forces of the Duke of Bevern, strengthening, 
himself as He went with whatever forces he could 
collect. His junction with the Duke of Bevern was 
effected, after encountering some difficulties, near 

Kauerzim.f 

On the 17th of June, the King of Prussia, at the 
head of his united army of 32,000 men, found him- 
self in the presence of Count Daun, who, supported 
by above 60,000, was posted near Kolin, on the 
heights, and having in his front a rugged ravine, and 
some large pieces of water. In spite, however, of 
the enormous superiority in numbers of the Aus- 
trians, and of their advantageous position, Frederic 
resolved upon attacking them. As the front of 
Daun's position was inattackable, the King of Prus- 
sia determined to take him in flank, and commence 
the contest by an engagement with his right wing. 
Having made all his dispositions with this view, he 
and his troops passed the night under arms. On the 
morning of the 18th, he found that Daun, who had 

* Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic TL 
t Arctonaolx, Hiaiolre de la Guerre de Sept Am. 



1757.} JOFB Of FBXDSRIC Ut 45 

become aw&re of his intentions, had latered his 
position accordingly. The head-quarters of Daun 
were placed at the little village of Chotzemitz, on 
an eminence ; from whence having, with a telescope, 
surveyed calmly and attentively the dispositions of 
his enemy, he is reported to have said, " Upon my 
word, it seems to me that the king must lose 
to-day."* 

The Prussian monarch, however, persevered, and 
the action was begun by Ziethen, who commanded 
the Prussian right wing, and who marched against 
the Austrian left wing, commanded by Nadasti. The 
Austrian cannon mowed down whole ranks of Prus- 
sians ; but the impetuosity of the latter was not to 
be daunted, and they succeeded in driving back the 
Austrians behind the centre of their army. General 
Hulsen, at the same time, with the vanguard, 
attacked the centre, commanded by Daun in person ; 
and, in spite of the disadvantage of numbers, the 
tremendous fire of the artillery from the heights, 
and the murderous discharges from the Croats and 
other light troops, posted behind the hedges and in 
the ditches, continued the contest with advantage.! 
At this period of the battle the advantages were all 
upon the side of the Prussians ; they had defeated 
the left wing of the Austrians, and cut to pieces the 
cavalry who attempted to defend it ; and Daun, as- 
tounded at their impetuosity and valour, was pre- 
paring for a retreat, when a circumstance occurred 
which entirely changed the fortune of the day 4 

Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau, in advancing 
with too little caution, with part of the centre, had left 
an interval in the line between that and the left wing, 
of which the enemies did not fail to profit. Some 
regiments of Saxon cavalry, without waiting for 

* «' Ma fot, il me eemble que le roi dolt perdre anjoardbni."— Wrax- 
all's Memoirs of the Court* of Berlin, Dresden, Warsaw, and Vienna. 

f HOller, Tableau des Gaerres de Frederic le Grand — Grimoard, 
Tableau da Regne de Frederic le Grand. 

t Arenenholx, Histoire de la Guerre da Sept Ana. 
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orders, rushed into the opening, and threw the Pros- 
sians into confusion* In vain did Hulsen repeat his 
charges seven times. In vain did Frederic expose 
his own person to animate his soldiers. Charging 
at their head in the post of the most danger, and 
crying out, at the seventh charge, upon seeing some 
of the soldiers naturally unwilling to rush upon cer- 
tain destruction, " Do you expect to live for ever V* 
In vain did the Prussian regiments, with admirable 
courage and discipline, form themselves into hollow' 
squares, and thus become impenetrable themselves, 
cause a vast carnage among their assailants. Fresh 
reinforcements of cavalry arrived, and the Saxons, 
who burned With ardour to avenge their former de- 
feats, fought with a desperate valour, and exclaimed, 
while cutting down the Prussians, * Remember Stri- 
gau."t The Austrian artillery, during this whole 
time, doing tremendous execution, while that of the 
Prussians could not be made use of.J 

At length the Prussians gave way in all directions, 
and retired. But Frederic, who was equally great 
in a moment of defeat as in that of victory, arranged 
his retreat so admirably, that he carried off all his, 
baggage and the greater part of his artillery ; leaving 
his enemies in equal admiration of his courage as a 
hero and his talents as a commander. The right 
wing of the Prussian army, which had, in the begin- 
ning of the engagement, repulsed the enemy, had 
prepared to encamp upon the spot, and to celebrate 
their victory with rejoicings. Some of the soldiers* 
were actually unsaddling their horses, when news 
was brought them of the sad fate of their brethren' 
in arms, and they also were obliged to retreat. 

The Prussians lost in the battle of Kolin 11,000 
men, killed and wounded. Among these the mag- 

* Vie de Frederic IT. 

t Ocherffiae called the battle of Hohen-Friedber*, where tile united 
artny of the Saxon* and Austrian* had been completely defeated bj 
Frederic, June 3d, 1745. 

t Archenbnlz, Histoifi d« la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
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nificent regiment of guards, amounting to 1000 men, 
was entirely destroyed. They also lost forty-three 
cannons, and twenty-two standards. On the side 
of the Austrians there were 9000 men killed and 
wounded, and they also lost five standards. Marshal 
Daun was among the wounded. The battle of Kolin 
was the first real reverse sustained by Frederic ; but 
he had, at least, the satisfaction of feeling that the 
error of another had caused the disastrous result ; 
while his own wise and judicious dispositions, both 
in the battle and in the retreat, had been the subject 
of praise by all who witnessed them.* . 

After the battle foe King of Prussia wrote the 
following philosophical letter to his friend Lord Ma- 
rischal : — " Prosperity, my dear lord, often inspires 
a dangerous confidence. Twenty 4hree battalions 
were not sufficient to drive an army of 60,000 men 
from their intrenchments. Another time we will 
take our precautions better. Fortune has this day 
turned her back upon me. I ought to have expected 
it. She is a female, and I am not gallant. She has 
declared herself on the side of the ladies, with whom 
I am at war. What say you to this league' against 
the Margrave of Brandenburgh I How great would 
be the astonishment of the great elector, if he could 
see his great-grandson at war at the same time with 
the Russians, the Austrians, almost all Germany, and 
100,000 French auxiliaries. I do- not know whether 
it will be disgraceful in me to be overcome ; but I 
am sure there will be no great glory in vanquishing 
me."f In the same letter he entered into consider- 
able details respecting the engagement, and praised, 
in the wannest manner, the valour and conduct of 
his brothers Henry and Ferdinand. 

Frederic retired from the field of battle to Nim- 
bourg; and sent orders to his troops engaged in the 
blockade of Prague to raise the siege of that city. 

* MOller, Tableau dea Gnerree de Frederic le Grand, 
f 4roa^wi«,Hiau*redalaGaeried«S«ptAna. • 
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They obeyed forthwith ; but were obliged, in their 
retreat, to abandon a portion of their wounded and 
some cannons, which were taken possession of by 
the Austrians. As soon as the blockading army 
bad joined Frederic, he retreated to Leutmeritz, 
where he intrenched himself; and remained for 
some time, recruiting his own forces, and endeavour- 
ing to penetrate the designs of his numerous ene- 
mies.* . 

In this hour of misfortune, Frederic also received 
intelligence of a severe domestic calamity which 
had fallen upon him. This was the death of his 
mother, Sophia Dorothea, Princess of Hanover, and 
Queen-dowager of Prussia, to whom he had been 
always tenderly attached. So much has been said 
of this princess in the former ,'part of this work, 
that it is not necessary here to dwell upon her char- 
acter. The passage, in his history of the war, 
which her son consecrates to her memory, will best 
describe his opinion of her, and his feelings at her 
loss : — " The royal family lost this year the queen- 
mother. The king received this fatal news after the 
battle of Kolin, and at a moment when fortune 
seemed most to have declared against the Prussians. 
He was deeply afflicted at it ; having always vene- 
rated and adored this princess, as a tender mother, 
whose virtues and great qualities caused the admira- 
tion of those who had the happiness to approach her. 
Her death did not occasion merely a formal mourn- 
ing, but was a public calamity. The great regretted 
her amiable and gracious manners; the lower or- 
ders, her condescension; the poor, their benefac- 
tress ; the unfortunate, their consoling protectress ; 
the men of letters, their patroness ; and all those 
who had the honour to approach her more nearly, 
as part of her family, felt as if they had lost a part 
of themselves, and were much more unhappy at the 

* Mailer, Tableau dea Goerrea de Frederic !e Grand* 
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blow which carried her away from them than she 
was herself."* 

The defeat of the Prussians at Kolin was the 
signal which seemed to rouse the formidable league 
that sought his ruin at once into active exertion. 
Even the Aulic Council of the empire arrayed itself 
against him, and declared that he had legally foi- 
feited all his dominions. 

While, as if to assist in the carrying into effect 
this decree, the French under the command of Mar 
shal d'Estrees took possession of Westphalia; the 
Russians uiyler Apraxin invaded Prussia ; the Prince 
of Soubise, at the head of another French army, 
united himself to the troops of the empire, for the 
purpose of entering Saxony ; and the Swedes passed 
the Baltic, with a view of attacking Pomerania.f 
The armies of the King of Prussia had been so much 
diminished by the sword, by diseases, by desertion, 
and by the necessity of keeping large garrisons in 
the fortified towns ; that it is calculated, that at this 
critical moment of the contest the whole amount 
of his disposable force did not exceed 80,000, to re- 
sist the aggressions of above 400,000 \% 

At this time the confederates against Frederic 
were undoubtedly convinced that a very short period 
would suffice to them to annihilate their enemy ; so 
weakened was his power, and so deserted his con- 
ditioii. This feeling of confidence of success was 
quaintly expressed by a Catholic preacher of Nurem- 
berg. A body of the troops of the empire, intended 
to act against Prussia, had been raised in that town, 
and were exercised and disciplined by the bishop in 
person; and one of his chaplains, preaching to them 
from the pulpit, and wishing to animate their courage, 
exclaimed with more zeal than religion, " The vie- 

* EQstoire de la Guerre de Sept Ads, par Frederic II. 
t Archenholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ans. 
% Mailer, Tableau dee Guerres do Frederic le Grand 
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difficulties in his march, being followed only by an 
army of observation, under the command of Nadasti. 
The Prince of Prussia was not so fortunate: he 
was pursued by the army of Daun, to which had 
now been added the troops commanded by Prince 
Charles of Lorraine ; and they succeeded, not only 
in harassing him, but in taking the town of Gabel 
befoie his eyes, and without his being able to suc- 
cour it. This exploit was performed by the Duke 
of Aremberg, at the head of a detachment consisting 
of 20,000 men. General Putkammer, at the head of ■ 
1900 men, made a gallant defence, but was at length 
obliged to capitulate. By this loss the Prince of 
Prussia's communication with Zittau, where were 
the magazines for provisioning his army, was cut 
off. - He was also obliged to take a more circuitous 
and dangerous road through the mountains, in order 
to arrive at Zittau; and before he got there the 
Austrians under Prince Charles were already in pos- 
session of it, and had reduced the town to ashes. 
Meanwhile, the prince in his march was perpetually 
harassed by the Austrian light troops; and was 
finally obliged to direct his course to Bautzen, in 
order to obtain his supplies from Dresden.* 

At Bautzen he was met by his brother, with his 
part of the army. Frederic was so incensed at the 
losses sustained by the Prince of Prussia, which he 
attributed entirely to his negligence and incapacity 
—and they were, perhaps, partly attributable to 
these causes — that he would not speak to him.f 
The prince thus relates himself what passed upon 
the occasion. 

" At ten o'clock the king arrived at the right wing 
of our camp, and marked out where he wished the 
regiments he had brought with him to be placed. I 
mounted my horse and went to him, accompanied 
by the Prince of Bevern, the Prince of Wurtemberg, 

% * Histotre de »a Guerre de Sept Ads, par Frederic n. 
t Vie de Frederic H. 
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and the principal generals. As soon as the king 
saw us he turned away his horse, and remained a 
quarter of an hour in that position. At length 1 
went up to him to pay him my respects. He did 
not say a word, nor condescend to look at me, and 
hardly took off his hat. The Prince of Severn and 
the other generals were not better received. Soon 
afterward, he called the General Goltz, and said to 
him, * Tell my brother and his generals, that if I did 
my duty I should have all their heads cut off.' • I 
also learned that the king had forbidden that any in* 
tercourse should take place between his own regi- 
ments and those under my command ; on the pre- 
text that my officers and my soldiers had lost all 
courage and all ambition. He also sent away the 
General Schulz, whom I had sent to him for the 
countersign for my army ; and when I went to him 
myself, to take him the fists and the report of the 
troops, he took them from me without speaking, and 
then turned his back upon me. A fter this unworthy 
treatment I took the resolution of quitting the camp, 
and of going to the town of Bautzen. I wrote the 
next day the following letter to the king:— 

" ' My dear Brother, 
" ' Your letters to me, and still more your reception 
of me yesterday, make me sufficiently aware that, in 
your opinion, I have lost both honour and reputation. 
This naturally afflicts me, but will not overwhelm me, 
as I do not feel that I have the least reproach to make 
to myself. I know that 1 have not acted from caprice, 
and that I have not asked the advice of unwise per- 
sons; but that I have done all that I thought in my 
conscience was best for the army. All your generals 
will, I am sure, do me this justice. I fear it would be 
useless for me to ask you to examine into my conduct; 
it would be a great favour to me if you would ; there- 
fore I do not expect it. My health has been injured 
by my fatigues, and still more by vexation. I have 

Ed 
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therefore gone to lodge in the town for the purpose 
of recovering my self. 

« < I have begged the Prince of Be vein to make to 
you the reports of the army ; he can explain to yon 
every tiling. Be assured, my dear brother, that in 
spite of the misfortunes which overwhelm me, and 
which I have not merited, I shall never cease to be 
attached to my country ; and as a faithful subject of 
it, my joy will be perfect when I shall hear of the 
happy success of your enterprises/ 

" The king sent me the following answer, written 
with his own hand : — 

u ' My dear Brother, 
" ' Your bad conduct has greatly injured my affairs* 
It is not the enemies, but your ill-concerted mea- 
sures, that do me harm. My generals also are in- . 
excusable, whether they gave you bad advice, or 
only suffered you to come to such injudicious reso- 
lutions. Your ears are only accustomed to hear 
the speeches of flatterers. Daun did not flatter you, 
and you see the consequences. In this sad situa- 
tion, it only remains for me to make a last attempt. 
I must hazard a battle, and if we cannot conquer, 
we shall at -least find an honourable death. I do 
not complain of your heart, but of your incapacity, 
and of thelitt? judgment you have shown in mak- 
ing your decisions. He who has not many days to 
liye cannot dissemble. I wish you a better fortune 
than I have had ; and that the evils and misfortunes 
hio which you have fallen may teach you for the 
future to conduct important matters with more 
care, reason, and resolution than you have hitherto 
done. The greatest part of the miseries which 1 
now apprehend come only from you. You and 
your children will suffer even more from them 
khan I shall. Be, however, convinced that I have 
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always loved yon, and that with those sentiments I 
shall die. 9 

" I thought it better not to make any answer tc 
this letter; but I requested, through Lieutenant- 
colonel Lentulus, to be permitted to go to Dresden. 
The king answered, * I might do as I pleased.' "* 

The Prince of Prussia upon this retired from the 
army ; and afterward went to Berlin, his brother 
having signified to him his wish "that he should go 
there ; adding, " Let him go and get children ; he is 
fit for nothing else." Thus concluded the military 
career of William Augustus Prince of Prussia, the 
grandfather of the present sovereign of that country. 
He died the following . year ; and his death is said 
m to have been, if not caused, at least accelerated, by 
grief at the manner in which his brother h&d treated 
him, and the public disgrace and degradation he had 
inflicted upon him.f The harshness and cruelty of 
Frederic to his brother upon the occasion just re- 
lated were, undoubtedly, inexcusable ; and especially 
as he himself, in his own letter^expressly allows 
that the faults and errors of the pnnce were not 
those< of intention. 

The Hanoverian allies of the King of Prussia had 
been so unfortunate in their campaign this year, 
that they were in no condition to render any assist- 
ance to him in his difficulties. Early in the month 
of April the French had taken possession of the 
towns of Cleves, Wesel, and Cologne. They then 
advanced, under the command of Marshal d'Estrees, 
as far as Munster. The Duke of Cumberland, who 
commanded against them, and who had assembled 
his forces at Bielefeld, was forced to retreat to Her- 
tford. The Freneh, upon this, took possession of 
the whole landgraviate of Hesse-Cassel, and pursued 
the duke, who, finding* a battle inevitable, halted at 

* Towers'* Memoirs of Frederic HI. 

t Thiebaolt,8ottTeDJro<to Vluft Am do Sejour * Berlin. 
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Hastenbeck, and made the necessary preparations. 
The engagement* was not of a very decisive nature ; 
.though the victory undoubtedly must be awarded to 
the French, as the Duke of Cumberland retreated 
from the field of battle. "What," observes the 
King of Prussia, " was singular and remarkable was, 
that the Marshal d'Estrees was recalled for having 
gained a victory." This was occasioned by a court 
intrigue, in order that the Duke of Richelieu might 
supply his place, who was a favourite of Madame 
de Pompadour, the mistress of the King of France.*' 
After Hastenbeck, the campaign of the Duke or 
Cumberland was one series of faults. By his rapid 
retreat, he left the whole country at the mercy 
of the French. Hanover was taken possession of 
by the Duke of Richelieu, whose extortions and 
cruelties Vere more worthy of a barbarian con- 
queror than of the general of a civilized nation. 
The French army continued their pursuit, the 
Duke of Cumberland still retiring to the north ? till 
at length he found himself so blockaded by his ene- 
mies, and so completely separated from succours 
and resources of all kinds, that he was forced, on 
the 8th of September, to conclude with the Duke of 
Richelieu the disgraceful capitulation which is 
known by the name of the Convention of Closter- 
Severn. By the principal article of this treaty , N his 
troops, whether Hanoverians, Hessians, or Bruns- 
wickers, were disbanded ; the, two latter returned 
to their own homes; while those of Hanover, it 
was stipulated, should remain inactive at Stade.J 
This agreement was concluded by the mediation 
of the Count Lynar, the minister of the King of 
Denmark ; at the instigation, as it is supposed, of 
George the Second of England (though he after* 
ward disavowed it), who was anxious, at any loss 

* July 261b, 1757. * 

t Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic H. 

X ArcuenhoU, Biatote de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
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of honour or credit, to preserve his army, which he' 
thought the boldness of his son would hazard the 
loss, of. As soon as the convention was arranged, 
the Duke of Cumberland returned to England.* 
Thus were the French left free to pursue whatever 
course of operations they preferred ; and they im- 
mediately prepared, in consequence, to invade the 
principality of Halberstadt. This expedition the 
Duke of Richelieu intended to command in person , 
at the same time despatching the Prince of Soubise, 
with 25,000. men, to Erfurt, to join the army of the 
circles, commanded by the Prince of Saxe-Hildbourg- 
bausen, and to act with them* 

The annihilation of the army of the Duke of Cum- 
berland was a most grievous blow to the fortunes 
of the King of Prussia, as it threw the whole weight 
of defending, the western part of his territories upon 
*his own troops, who were few in number and obliged 
to be still further weakened, in order that a sufficient 
garrison might be placed in the important fortress 
of Magdeburg. 

On the eastern frontier of the King of Prussia's 
dominions the Russians had collected a force, 
amounting to 120,000 men, under the command of 
General Apraxin. To make head against this mul- 
titude, Marshal Lehwald was stationed in the prov- 
ince of Prussia, at the head of only 32,000 men. 
The Russians invaded the province, and carried 
desolation wherever they went. They took Memel, 
and obliged Lehwald to retreat from the camp of 
Insterbourg, which he had fortified. f The King of 
Prussia, however, who felt the necessity, even 
under the disadvantage of the enormous disparity 
of numbers, of taking decisive measures to stop the 
progress of the Russians, had encouraged Lehwald 
to hazard a battle ; at the same time leaving him 
at liberty to act as he thought proper. Thus incited* 

* M«moira by Homee Walpoto Earl of Orfbrd: 

f MOlleo Tableau 4m Guerrea de Frederic le Grand. 
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and also feeling that if he did not strike the blow at 

once the Russians would inevitably obtain posses- 
sion of Kaenigsberg, in which were the Prussian 
magazines, Lehwald determined at once to attack 
the enemy in their camp at Jaegerndorff. This 
combat took place on the 30th of August. In its 
commencement, the valour of the* Prussian cavalry 
overthrew every obstacle, and repulsed that of the 
Russians; but the infantry of the latter, being so 
infinitely more numerous than that of the former, 
was enabled to retrieve the fortune of the day. Fi- 
nally, the loss on the two sides was nearly equal ; 
that pf the Russians being 6500 killed and wounded, 
and that of the Prussians 5700. The latter, however, 
lost some cannon. The action must be considered 
a drawn one,* for though Lehwald retreated, he was 
not pursued ; and the consequence of the engage- . 
raent wa» the evacuation of Prussia by Apraxin, * 
with the exception of the fortress of Memel.f 

Marshal Lehwald pursued him to the frontier, and 
then marched back to oppose the Swedes ; whose 
army, consisting of 17,000 men* was commanded by 
Baron Ungern Sternberg. He found them in pos- 
session of part of Pomerania, and of the towns of 
Anclam and Demmin. The General Manteufel,' to 
whom Frederic had confided the defence of the 
province, was not sufficiently strong to resist their 
enterprises; and the whole of Pomerania seemed 
destined to fall into their hands. But the arrival of 
Lehwald changed the face of affairs. He retook 
Anclam and Demmin, and drove the Swedes back 

> * Lord Chesterfield, in a letter to Ms eon, thus comments yery justly 
upon this engagement:—" The late action between the Prussians and 
Russians has only thinned the human species without giving either 
party a victory, which is plain by each party's claiming it. Upon my 1 
word, our species will pay very dear for the quarrels and ambition of a 
few, and those by no means the most valuable part of it. If the. many 
were wiser than they are, the few must be quieter, and would, perhaps* 
be luster and better than they are.' 1 
f Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic H. 
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to StraJsuod, where, not thinking themselves m 
safety, they finally took, refuge in the island of Ru- 
gen* In this short expedition Lehwald took 3000 
prisoners, it was said of the Swedes upon this 
occasion, in allusion to the secrecy showed in their 
invasion of Pomerania, and the dastardly rapidity of 
their retreat, that " they had entered that province 
like foxes, and had quitted it like hares.*'* . 

But though the Russians and Swedes were thus 
repulsed, the other enemies of Frederic were in the 
very heart of his dominions. The Duke of Richelieu 
was- employed in ravaging the Prussian provinces, 
and in committing cruelties on them at whieh hu- 
manity shudders v and which have not only attached 
disgrace to himself, but have also left a stain upon the 
fair fame of the French nation, similar to that which 
the devastation of the palatinate, under the reign of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, had. previously inflicted upon 
them. On the other hand, General Haddick, de- 
tached from, the Austrian army in Lusatia with 
4000 men, ventured as far as Berlin, and laid that 
town, which was without fortifications, under con- 
tribution.. He was, however, soon obliged, by the 
approach of Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau, to a 
somewhat precipitate retreat.f 
• Frederic, in order to offer resistance to so many 
enemies at once, divided bis army into various de- 
tachments ; and as he. could not bear remaining on 
the defensive, he sent the Colonel Mayer to make 
an incursion into Franconia, and . to. threaten the 
town of Nuremberg. After levying considerable 
contributions, and taking many prisoners, he Te* 
turned unopposed. At the same time, he determined 
himself to march against the united army of the 

Srinces of Hildbourghanseh and Soubise. He left 
larshal Keith on the frontiers of Bohemia to watch 
Nadasti, and passed into Saxony, intending by the 

* Towera'e Memoirs of Frederic HI. 
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way to give battle to Prince Charles of Lorraine;, 
near Witgendorf. As, however, he found his posi 
tion unattackable, he abandoned the care of observing 
him, and of covering Silesia and Lufeatia, to the 
Duke of Bevern, and proceeded himself against the 
united army of France and the empire, which was 
encamped on the bank of the river Saale. At the 
approach of Frederic, the. opposing army retreated 
to Eisenach ; and from thence was pursued by him 
as far as Erfurt and Gotha.* 

The Prince of Lorraine, who was anxious to 
profit by the superiority of his forces over those of 
the Duke of Bevern, lost no time after the departure 
of the King of Prussia in planning and executing at- 
tacks upon the Prussians. On the 7th of b^ptember 
he sent Nadasti to attack that part of the Prussian 
army which was posted near Gorlitz, on the hill 
of Holzberg. General Winterfeldf advanced with 
his corps to the assistance of the attacked, and 
was killed in the combat. After an obstinate re- 
sistance, the Prussians were obliged to yield to 
forces which were ten times more numerous than 
their own ; and Nadasti took possession of the Prus- 
sian post.} 

The Duke of Bevern was compelled soon after 
this to retire into Silesia from want of provisions ; 
and placed himself near Liegnitz. Prince Charles 
endeavoured to impede his march by posting himself 
in his way, on the road to Breslau. The two armies 
began cannonading each other on the 18th of Septem- 
ber, at the village of Barsdorf, which was occupied 
by a part of the Prussian army. The village was 
burnt ; but the Prussians, under Prince Francis of 

* Mailer, Tableau de* Guerres de Frederic 1e Grand. 

t General VVinterfeld was an officer of merit, to whom Frederic wm 
much attached. A abort time before his death, the king, in taking leave 
of him, made use of the following flattering expreaaiona :— " My dear 
Winterfeld, I had almost forgotten to give you your instructions. Tbey 
tonsist of but one article— Preserve yourself lor my sake." 

t Mflller, TableoAdesGneiresdeFreb^ericle Grand, 
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Brunswick, kept their ground. As it was become 
obvious to the Prussian- general that it would be 
impossible for him to reach Breslau without fighting 
a battle, his whole attention was directed to the 
manner in which he might fight it with as little disad- 
vantage as possible. With this view, he strength- 
ened the garrisons of the town of Silesia, and march- 
ing towards Breslau, planted himself in an intrenched 
camp behind the little river Loh, immediately oppo- 
site to the spot occupied by the troops of the em- 
pressiqueen. The latter were encamped near Lissa ; 
and Prince Charles found himself so strong, being 
now reinforced by the Bavarian and Wnrtemberg 
troops, that he was enabled to detach Nadasti to 
besiege the town of Schweidnitz, while his light 
troops laid the whole of Silesia under contribution. 
In this position the opposing armies remained for 
some time. 

The King of Prussia had heard, during his pur 
suit of the combined army of France and the empire, 
of the incursion of Haddick, and his detachment to 
Berlin ? and with a view of cutting off his retreat, 
he marched into Lower Lusatia, leaving Marshal 
Keith, who was now stationed near Leipsic, to 
watch the motions of the two princes. General Had- 
dick had the good fortune to escape the army of 
Frederic ; and the latter, on his return, found that 
the Prince of Hildbourghausen, who had separated 
himself from Soubise, had obliged Marshal Keith to 
retire within the walls of Leipsic, and had even 
summoned him to an immediate surrender. Fred- 
eric delivered Leipsic, and obliged Hildbourghausen 
to retire behind the Saale, and reunite himself with 
Soubise. Their army had also been reinforced by 
a detachment sent them by the Duke of Richelieu, 
so that their united forces now amounted to 70,000 
men. This formidable body of troops was encamped 
near Micheln, having been obliged to retreat from 
Mersebourg and Weissenfels by the Prussians. 

Vol. II.— F 
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who had taken possession of the latter town, and 
in it 300 prisoners. On the 3d of November the 
King of Prussia passed the Saale, and encamped 
near Braunsdorf ; his army now amounting:, after 
he had -received reinforcements from Halle and 
Mersebourgi to only 20,000 men* His intention was 
to attack the enemy the next day ; bnt the combat 
was delayed till the 6th, in consequence of the Prince 
of Soubise having changed his position during the 
night This obliged the Prussians also to change 
theirs, and to fall back upon the village .of Roebach, 
which thus gave its name to one of the most re* 
markable* battles of modern times.* 

As soon as the Prussian army was drawn out in 
order of battle, the king is said to have addressed 
his soldiers in the following words :— " My dear 
friends, the time is now arrived • when all that is, 
and all that ought to be, dear to us depends upon our 
conduct. Time does not permit me to make you 
a long harangue, nor would it be of any use. You 
all know, that there is no suffering, no labour, no hun • 
per, no cold, no watching, no danger, however great 
it may have been, which I have not hitherto shared 
with you ; and you now see me ready to lay down 
my life with you and for you. All I ask in return 
is, the same pledge of affection and fidelity which I 
give. Here let me add, not as an incitement to 
your courage, but as a testimony of my own grati- 
tude, that from this hour till you go into winter- 
Quarters, your pay shall be doubled. And now, my 
friends, let us advance to the combat with courage, 
at the same time putting our trust and confidence- in 
God."f 

This short speech produced a great effect upon 
the troops, and was received with the loudest accla- 
mations. 

The object of the combined army was to envelop 

* Towere's M emttra of Frederic HL 
t iWtf.— Vie de Fradeite Di 
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the Prussians, and to cut off their retreat from 
Weissenfels. With this view, while a detachment 
under the command of the Count de St. Germain was 
stationed in front of the Prussians to amuse them, 
the great body of the troops filed off behind these, 
and tried to encircle the Prussian left wing. Fred- 
eric remained tranquil, and allowed the Prince of 
Soubise to approach ; then, leaving some battalions 
to oppose St. Germain, he suddenly made a retro- 
grade movement to the left, with the view of attack- 
ing the flank of the French. This demonstration 
was taken by the latter for a retreat, and they there- 
fore only hastened their march, in order entirely to 
surround the Prussians. But in the midst of this 
manoeuvre, General Seidiitz, whose cavalry had been 
concealed by a rising ground, fell upon their right flank, 
threw them into disorder, and pursued them flying for 
a considerable distance. They strove to rally them- 
selves, but another sudden shock completed their 
defeat. The French generals then attempted to 
arrange their infantry in order of battle, but the well- 
directed fire of the Prussian artillery threw them 
into disorder, and prevented their forming. At the 
same time Prince Henry of Prussia fell upon them 
with eight battalions, while some squadrons of cav- 
alry also charged in their rear. They fled precipi- 
tately. In vain did the Princje of Soubise bring up 
the cavalry of his right wing and his reserve to 
protect the infantry ; the Prussian cavalry again 
worsted them ; and Soubise and Hildbourghausen 
were obliged to fly, without having ever fairly been 
able to draw out their troops in order of battle. 

A feeble resistance was attempted by a corps of 
allied troops stationed near Braunsdorf. But the 
King of Prussia having opposed to them some of 
the battalions of his second line, they also fled. The 
Prussians pursued the flying army as long as light 
was afforded them ; and then returned, and passed 
the night under arms on the field of battle. The 
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combat only lasted two hours, — from three in the 
afternoon till five ; and never was rout more com- 
plete than that of the allies. The loss of the Prus- 
sians only amounted to 500 killed and wounded; 
among the latter were Prince Henry and General 
Seidlitz. On the other side the killed and wounded 
were 3500; eleven generals and 6320 men were 
taken prisoners: seventy-one cannon were also 
taken.* General de Revel, the brother of the Duke 
of Broglio, died of his wounds at Mersebourg the 
day after the action. Among other trophies of the 
battle, a great many decorations of the cross of St. 
Lewis were taken, which the Prussian soldiers at- 
tached to their button-holes in derision.f Voltaire 
says of this battle, " It was the most inconceivable 
and complete rout and discomfiture, of which his- 
tory makes any, mention. 30,000 French and 20,000 
imperial troops" were there seen making a disgrace- 
ful and precipitate flight before five battalions and a 
few squadrons. The defeats of Agincourt, Cressy, 
and Poitiers were not so humiliating."! 

Frederic gave orders that the wounded among the 
prisoners should be treated with the greatest, hu- 
manity and attention. He went himself during the 
night to visit the officers, and to offer them any 
comforts or assistance they might require ; and he 
said to them, at the same time, with great kindness, 
" I cannot accustom^myself to consider the French 
as my enemies." All the other officers of distinc- 
tion who were taken prisoners he invited to sup 
with him. He told them he regretted he' could not 
offer them a more splendid entertainment; "but, 
gentlemen, 9 ' said he, " I did not expect you so soon, 
nor in such large numbers." - 

The next day the pursuit was renewed, and the 
allied army was discovered at Eckersberg, having 

* Vie de Frederic II. 
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passed ttie river Instrutt at Fribourg. On the ap- 
proach of the Prussians they again fled, leaving be- 
hind them all their baggage, and whatever artillery 
they had saved from the rout of the preceding day; 
and so great was their terror, that they did not con- 
ceive themselves in safety till their different de* 
tachments had scattered themselves through Fran- 
conia, Hesse, Lower Saxony, and even beyond the 
Rhine. The panic they suffered under, as well as 
the miseries they endured in their flight, may be 
judged of by the following extract of a letter, written 
by an officer who was in the battle and in the retreat, 
and dated two days after the former event : — " We 
have lost all our baggage and artillery, and at least 
10,000 men. We marched the whole night, and 
passing the river at Fribourg, arrived at Eckersberg 
at six in the morning. At two o'clock in the after- 
noon the field-marshal (Prince of Hildbourghausen) 
and Prince George (of d'Armstadt) joined us* They 
had hardly sat down to dinner when we perceived 
the enemy at our heels, who cannonaded us briskly ; 
and as our army was not got together, nothing was 
left for us but to retreat. Having again marched all 
night, we arrived at last at Erfurt, where we now 
are, in want of every thing, though we are rather 
better off than before. It is now eight days since 
our men /have had bread. They have lived upon 
turnips and radishes, which they dig out of the 
earth."* 

* Marshal Keith writes thus to his brother, Lord 
Marischal, after the battle, in which he himself bore 
a part: — 

« Meroebewg, *h Narrator, 1747. 

a As I knew that Weidmatraf had written to you, 
my very dear brother, the day after the battle, and 
that consequently you had been made acquainted 

* Towers** Memoirs of Frederic lit 
t The secretary of the marshal. 

IL— F 
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with my health and safety, I thought you would 
pardon me if I delayed a little writing to you. We 
have honoured v the late affair with the name of a bat- 
tle, though it was really nothing but a rout. The 
enemies wished. to attack us, but we were before- 
hand with them. By the rapidity of our move- 
ments we were enabled to attack them in the flank* 
while they were marching. Their cavalry sustained 
the first shock, but was soon overthrown* Their 
infantry did not do its duty well, but fled precipi- 
tately after three or four discharges from our bat- 
talions on its flank. After this it was, in fact, only 
a flight and a pursuit, which lasted till dark night. 
You may judge by this that the loss has not been 
great. On our side, about 100 men killed, and 235 
wounded. .The enemy may have lost 1000 men 
killed, but we have taken at least 4000 prisoners ;* 
and if the darkness had not favoured them, their 
army must have been entirely destroyed; for we 
drove them from within a league of Mersebourg to 
the river Instrut, where, there is only a single bridge, 
over which they defiled during the whole night, in 
order to place themselves in safety. We have taken 
more than sixty pieces of their cannon, many stand- 
ards and colours; and generals, dukes, marquises, 
and counts in plenty. We have especially taken a 
great many of the Swiss, who do not seem to be, 
such good runners as the - French. Such was gene- 
rally our battle. When I- have read the accounts 
of it which will be printed, I will erase all the false- 
hoods on both sides, and thus make for you a true 
account, which will be only for yourself and for our 
good chancellor ; for one does not write the truth 
for the jftiblic. Prince Henry is wounded with a 
musket ball in the shoulder, but as he has no bones 
broken there is no danger. Be assured that this 
family can never last, if the war continues; they 

* The marshal pijU his awn loss, wri (till more that of toe allies, cos 
dderabjy too low. 
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expose themselves too much. The king was, the 
other day, in a place of greater danger than any of 
his generals. For this time he escaped, but the 
next he may not be equally fortunate ; and a catas- 
trophe may happen, the very thought of which 
makes me tremble. Adieu, my dear brother. My 
health is still good, in spite of the fatigues we un- 
dergo."* 

The battle of Rosbach was considered, even by 
the Germans, who were the enemies of Frederic, 
as a most glorious national event; and however 
politically they might disapprove of the result, they 
felt equally proud of their superiority as a nation 
over the Freuch. It is said that a common feeling 
of this kind even existed between the German sol* 
diers in the two rival armies, who could not, upon 
this occasion, be brought to consider themselves as 
really having a separate interest. Thus it is related, 
that during the combat (and instances of this kind 
might be multiplied) a soldier of the cavalry regi- 
ment of Seidlitz was upon the point of seizing tfpon 
a Frenchman, when he saw behind him an Austrian 
cuirassier, whose lifted sabre was about to cleave 
his head : " Brother German," said he, " let me take 
this Frenchman." — "Take him," replied the other, 
and lowering his sword, rode off.f 

Another anecdote of a different kind may be worth 
relating, from the singular readiness of compliment 
displayed in it by a common soldier. Frederic, in 
crossing the field of battle, saw a single French 
grenadier resisting three Prussians. He stopped 
the combat, and turning to the man said, " Did you 
think yourself invincible V— u I should, sire,** replied 
the soldier, " if I fought under your orders !"J The 
news of the event of Rosbach occasioned the death 

♦ Extracted from the MS. Correspondence of Field-manhal Keith. 

t Vie de Frederic n. 

t Arebtobols, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Am. 
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of an irreconcilable enemy of the King* of Prussia* 
The Queen of Poland, daughter of the Emperor 
Leopold, and wife of Augustus the Third, received 
the news before retiring to rest at night, and was 
found dead in her bed the next morning. She had 
been in a feeble state of health for some time, and 
much worn by the misfortunes which *had befallen 
her husband's house ; but the sudden snapping of 
the thread of life was attributed to this final blow to 
her hopes and expectations. 

Voltaire relates an abortive attempt at negotia- 
tion which took place about this time between 
France and Prussia, or rather, between the Cardinal 
Tencin, himself, and the Margravine of Bareith. As 
it came to nothing, it would hardly be worthy of 
mention, were it not for the quaint and amusing 
manner in which it is related by Voltaire himself 
in his own Memoirs. Voltaire appears to have 
always had a fancy to make himself a political per- 
sonage by means of obscure negotiations ; but, upon 
the present occasion, he professes to have been led 
into it in order to plague the Cardinal de Tencin, a 
profligate ecclesiastic, who had been discredited by 
his connexion with the Mississippi scheme of Law"; 
and who had, upon a previous occasion, insulted 
.Voltaire as he passed through Lyons, of which he 
was archbishop. 

*• The fatal day of Rosbach," says Voltaire, " made 

all France murmur against the treaty which the 

Abbe de Bernis had made with the. court of Vienna. 

* The Cardinal de Tencin, archbishop of Lyons, had 

preserved his rank of minister of state, and a private 

correspondence with the King of France. He was 

more opposed than any one to the alliance with 

Austria. < He had given me a reception at Lyons 

, with which he must have known t was any thing 

. but satisfied. However, the anxiety to intrigue., 

which pursued him in his retreat, and which, as 

they say, never abandons men who have been in 
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office, led him to connect himself with me, in order 
that I might engage the Margravine of Bareith to 
enter into negotiation with him, and to intrust the in- 
terests of the king her brother to his hands. He 
wanted to reconcile the King of Prussia with the 
King of France, and thus to bring about a peace. U 
was not difficult to induce the Margravine of Bareith, 
and the king her brother, to enter into this nego- 
tiation ; and I undertook to do it with the greater 
pleasure, because I saw there was no chance of its 
ultimate success. The Margravine of Bareith wrote 
for her brother ; and it was through me that her 
letters and those of the cardinal passed. I had the 
secret satisfaction of being the go-between in this 
great affair ; and, perhaps, another pleasure, that of 
perceiving that my cardinal was preparing for him- 
self a bitter disappointment. He wrote a fine letter 
to the King of Trance, in sending him that of the 
margravine ; and he was quite astonished when the 
kingjmswered him, very dryly, that the secretary of 
state for foreign affairs would acquaint him With 
his intentions. In fact, the Abbe" de Bernis dictated 
to the cardinal the answer he was to send : this an- 
swer was a decided refusal to enter into negotiation. 
He was obliged to sign the model of a letter which 
the Abbe" de Bernis sent him. He sent me this sad 
despatch, which concluded the whole transaction ; 
and he died of chagrin at it in about a fortnight. 1 
have never exactly understood how people die of 
vexation, or how ministers and old cardinals, who 
have such hard hearts, have yet enough of sensi- 
bility in them to be killed by a little mortification. 
My intention Had been to laugh at him, — to mortify 
him ; but not to cause his death."* 

* Btemoires Dour servlr a la Vie de M. do Voltaire 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Consequence* of the Battle of Rosbaeh— Hanoverian Troops eon 
manded by Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick— His Movement*— T\ 
French lay waste Germany— Duke of Richelieu obliged to retreat 
Proceedings of Prince Henry and of Marshal Keith— Schweidnfc. 
taken by the Austrians— Battle of Breslau— Capture of Breslar 
Battle of Lissa— Breslau retaken by the Prussians— Also Leignit* • 
Conclusion of the Campaign— Intimate Union between Prussia *.•« 
England. 

The immediate consequence of the victory ct 
Rosbaeh was the resumption of arms by the Hano- 
verian troops, who had been obliged to remain inac- 
tive ever since the disgraceful capitulation of Closter 
Severn. Whether they, or rather their rulers, wer* 
justified in abandoning that convention upon the 
ground that it had been previously violated by the 
cruelties and extortions* exercised by the Duke of 
Richelieu upon the electorate of Hanover — whether 
also their interpretation of the same convention, 
which was a very different one from that put upon 
it by the French, was the true and fair one — must 
be left to the discussion of the learned in treaties.! 
The French remonstrated, and the Hanoverians re- 
plied ; while at the same time they prepared their 
army for resistance. It may, however, be fairly 
doubted, whether any attempt to evade the conven- 
tion would have taken place on the part of the latter, 

* When the Duke of Richelieu returned to Paris after this campaign, 
he employed himself in building a luxurious pavilion in his garden. 
The public, aware of his pillage of the electorate, christened it "Le 
Pavilion d'Hanovre," and it retained the name till the French revolution. 

t A contemporary writer calls the infraction of the convention, " This 
notorious breach of faith— a monument to future politicians in how short 
a space of time a treaty may be commenced, coneluded, disavowed, 
made advantage of, and violated."— Memoirs by Hiroee Walpoie, Earl 
of Orford. 
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had it not been for the opportunity afforded to raise 
the question by the victory of Rosbach, and the ex- 
treme anxiety of George the Second that his elec- 
torate should no longer continue in the hands Of his 
enemies. Qy this short-sighted policy of the King 
of England he involved himself again in active war ; 
whereas, if Hanover had remained as a deposite in 
the hands of the French, " Great Britain would have 
saved about 20,000,000 of money, together with the 
lives of her best soldiers ; and Westphalia would 
have -continued to enjoy the blessings of peace."* 
To the King of Prussia, however, this stdp, which 
he had spared no persuasions to encourage the King 
of England to, was one of great advantage ; first, 
from its enabling him to make head forthwith against 
the Duke of Richelieu ; and secondly, as engaging 
England still more and more on his side in the 
quarrel.f 

. The Hanoverian troops were placed under the 
command of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, J who 
assembled them near Stade. George the Second, 
who did not wish to confide another army to his 
son, had requested the King of Prussia to allow 
Prince Ferdinand to enter his service. To this the 
latter readily consented, though his own army thus 
lost an able and distinguished general. $ The King 
of Prussia also left his brother Henry at the head of 
a corps of 15,000 Prussians to assist in resisting the 
French ; and he sent Marshal Keith to make an in- 
cursion into Bohemia, by the way of Toeplitz, while 

♦Smollett's Ilistory of England. 

t Towenf s Memoirs of Frederic HI. 

t Ferdinand, Prince of Brunswick Severn, was born l!lh January* 
172L He entered the Prussian service at tbe age of nineteen, and dis- 
tinguished himself greatly in the early campaigns of Frederic the Second. 
His brilliant military career closed with the seven years* war, at the con- 
tusion of which he left the command of a numerous army as poor in 
fortune as when he received it. Be was virtuous, humane, generous, 
and truly religious; though his religion was, perhaps, too much tinged 
with the mysticism which is sometimes round in Geftnan?. He died 
Sd July, 1792. 

$ Mailer, Tableau des Guerres da Frederic le Grand 
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he himself flew to the assistance of Silesia. Several 
actions between detached parties of the French and 
Hanoverian troops took place, in which the latter 
were always successful, and thus by degrees ob- 
tained possession of Lunenburgh, Zell, and part of 
Brunswick. v 

The cruelties practised by the French in their re- 
treat were worthy of their former barbarous acts. 
On leaving the town of Zell, they reduced the 
suburbs to ashes, plundered the rest of the houses, 
and finally burnt the Orphan Asylum, and in it, as it 
is said, a considerable number of the helpless chil- 
dren.* It is pleasing, however, to reflect, that even 
in these extensive devastations practised by the 
French army in Germany, some brilliant examples 
of humanity, rare exceptions it is true, were to be 
found. It is recorded of the Marquis d'Armentieres, 
that having taken a considerable town in the terri- 
tory of Hanover, and the inhabitants imploring op 
their knees his clemency; he answered them, "I 
am not, undoubtedly, come here to do you any good ; 
but be assured I will do you as little harm as I can."f 

The Duke of Richelieu now took up his head- 
quarters at Hanover; from whence, however, he 
was driven in the early part of the winter. He 
soon afterward left the army ; and his successor in 
the command, the Count of Clermont* was obliged 
to pass the Weser, then to abandon Paderbom, then 
to quit the country of Hesse, and then to evacuate 
Wesel. Thus were the French driven from post to 
post, and from town to town ; till at length, before 
the commencement of the next spring, they were 
obliged to place the Rhine between them and their 
enemies.J 

The ill success of the French at this period was, 
undoubtedly, very much to be attributed to the state 

* Tow«r»'a Memoir* of Frederic III. 

t Arebenholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept An* 

X Qrimoard, Tableau da Hague de Frederic le 
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of insubordination, misery, and destitution of their 
army. Their previous generals appear to have 
thought of nothing but pillage.* When the Count 
of Clermont, who was a prince of the blood, took 
the command, he wrote the following description of 
his troops to Lewis the Fifteenth :— •" I hare found 
the army of your majesty divided into three very 
different corps. The first is above ground, and is 
composed of robbers and marauders, who are besides 
in rags; the second is under ground ; and the third 
is in the hospitals. Would your majesty wish me 
to bring back the first, without waiting till the twp 
latter are able to rejoin it?"t Prince Henry of 
Prussia had assisted the Hanoverian army in com- 
pelling the French to evacuate Hanover ; but when 
he saw this accomplished, he retraced his steps, and 
returned ~to Dresden, to defend Saxony against the 
Austrians and the array of the empire. 
. The nature and result of the short expedition of 
Marshal Keith into Bohemia, already alluded to, 
will be best understood in his own words. He thus 
writes to Lord Marischal :— 

u Cbemnitz, 5th December, 1757. 

"I am returned this morning from my course 
into Bohemia. My campaign has been very short, 
and yet I am very well contented with it ; having 
executed every thing I had proposed to myself, both 
by destroying several large magazines belonging to 
the enemy, and also by drawing, a corps of from 
14,000 to 16,000 men of the enemy towards my side', 
by which I have delivered the king from them, and 
thus favoured his projects on Silesia. I can say 
with truth, that this campaign has been a virgin one ; 
for on my side there has not been a drop of blood 
spilt, and very little even on that of the enemy ; but 
they were in a dreadful fright at Prague ; for, from 

* Lettra* dn Marqok de Montalembert. 

t Archenholi, Hlatoiie de 1* Guerre de Sept JUto. 

Vol. II. — Q 



74 uns or fredkric b, * [175T. 

the moment I passed the Egra at Budin, the inhabit- 
ants fled from the town: My march has also been 
a pretty rapid one. I set off from beyond Merso- 
bourg on the 17th of last month. I have been within 
four miles of the walls of Prague, and now here I 
am come back again. I can at the same time assure 
you that the troops are not more fatigued than if 
they were just come out of winter-quarters."* 

Frederic was not greeted with good news on his 
arrival in Silesia; for shortly after he entered that 
province, he received the account of the fall of the 
town of Schweidnitz. Prince Charles of Lorraine 
had sent the General Nadasti with a strong detach- 
ment to besiege it, and. the latter after a siege of 
sixteen days had taken it by assault ; the Duke of 
Bevern having been unable to succour it. ' The gar- 
rison, amounting to 6000 men, were taken prisoners. 
Nadasti then returned to the main body of the Aus- 
trian army, which was encamped within sight of the 
Prussians in the camp of Betlern, close to Lissa, and 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Breslau.f 

Prince Charles and Marshal Daun, whose army 
amounted to 90,000 men, while that commanded by 
the Duke of Bevern did not exceed 23,000, were 
anxious to put an end to the contest before the ar 
rival of the King of Prussia, who they knew was on 
his march. They therefore commanded an attack 
upon the intrenched camp of the Prussians. The 
heavy artillery taken possession of at Schweidnitz 
was made use of for the purpose of forming the 
breaches. Five attacks were made simultaneously 
upon five different parts of the camp; but the prin- 
cipal one was directed against the Prussian centre, 
and was effected by the Austrians having thrown 
bridges over the little river Loh, which defended it 
in front. In vain Prince Ferdinand of Prussia and 

* MS. Correspondence of Field-marshal Keith. 
t Artfcenholz, Hlatoire de la Goerre fe Sept Ant, 
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the soldiers under him performed prodigies of valour ; 
and the other Prussian officers also distinguished 
themselves by their conduct and their courage : the 
numbers of the combatants were too unequal. The 
Austrians gained ground at all points, and the loss 
of the Prussians was tremendous. Night put a stop 
to the combat, but not till in most parts of the Prus- 
sian army it had become a retreat. Profiting by the 
darkness, the Duke of Bevern rallied part of his 
army in the suburbs of Breslau. Meanwhile the 
left wing of the Prussian army had alone been some- 
what more -successful. Ziethen, who commanded 
it, had repulsed with success the reiterated attacks 
of Nadasti, till night separated the combatants. 
This disastrous battle to the Prussians was fought 
on the 22d of November, and has been called the 
battle of Breslau. The Austrians lost 1600 men 
killed, and 4600 wounded, and four cannons; the 
Prussians lost 1200 killed, 5000 wounded, 3600 pris- 
oners or missing, thirty- three cannons, and five 
standards. 

The Duke of Bevern deemed his army, weakened 
by these great losses, so inadequate to resist the 
continued attacks of the Austrians, \hat he aban- 
doned nis camp during the night, and marched 
through Breslau to the other side of the town, in- 
tending to go and meet the King of Prussia. He 
was, however, himself, two days afterward, taken 
prisoner by some Croats, whom, in the darkness of 
early morning, he mistook for his own soldiers; 
and Ziethen, in consequence, took the command of 
the remains of the army, and proceeded in the direc 
tion of Glogau, to unite his troops to those of the 
king.* 

Immediately after the victory of Breslau, General 
Nadasti summoned General Lestewitz, the governor, 
to surrender Breslau ; and the latter was compelled 

* MOller, TfcbtMii dM Gaerra* de Ffsdeite te Grand 
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to obey. The capture of Breslau by the Austrians 
afforded to the bishop of that city an opportunity of 
exhibiting the blackest ingratitude towards the King 
of Prussia. The name of this prelate was Schaf- 
gotch ; and he had been promoted to the bishopric 
by Frederic, who had also conferred upon him the 
title of prince, given him the order of the black 
eagle, and shown him favour and kindness in every 
possible way. In return for these benefits, the pre- 
late, when the Austrians obtained possession of the 
town, volunteered to be the first person to take the 
oath of allegiance to the empress-queen; and then, 
to prove his sincerity, he took off his Prussian order, 
and trampled it under foot. When Frederic regained 
' possession of Breslau, the bishop endeavoured to ex- 
cuse his conduct, but the king spurned his treachery, 
and exiled him. He went first to Vienna, and after- 
ward to Rome ; but the reputation of his base in- 
gratitude preceded him, and he was everywhere 
received as he merited.* 

Thus, by the time Frederic arrived in Silesia, he 
found nearly the whole province returned to the 
obedience of the empress-queen ; his army defeated 
and dispersed ; and his enemies in the full expecta- 
tion of annihilating him and his power Without 
further delay or trouble. That, monarch however* 
rose, as usual, superior to his misfortunes. In his 
march he drove the Generals Marchal and Haddick 
out of Lusatia; surprised at Parch witz a detach- 
ment under the command of General Gersdorf ; took 
possession of the Austrian magazines of provisions 
at Neumark ; and having collected the scattered re* 
mains of the Duke of Bevern's army, which, how- 
ever, he obliged to encamp separately from his own 
victorious troops, for fear of their communicating 
to them their own despondency, placed his camp 
near Breslau, on the side of the town towards Lissa.f 

* Arehenbota, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— Vie de Frederic XL * 
t Arcbeohols, Hiatoira de 1* Guano da Mapt Ah. 
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He arrived in this latter position on the 4th of 
December, 1757, and forthwith summoned his prin- 
cipal officers to him. When they were all assembled 
he addressed them thus : — " My friends, to-morrow 
I intend to offer battle to the enemy. As the success 
of the campaign depends upon the fate of this en- 
gagement, and as it will also decide to whom Silesia 
is to belong, I have sent for you to tell you that I 
reckon upon each of you doing his duty as well as 
he is able. I expect also from each of you, at his 
post, the greatest attention to the commands he may 
receive ; and that you will give to the soldiers under 
you an example of courage, daring, and intrepidity \ 
in short, that you will each of you advance against 
the enemy in the firm resolution either to conquer 
or die. If you all follow my own intentions in this 
particular, we are sure of the victory. I am well 
aware of the strong and weak points of the enemy, 
and I will therefore place every corps eo that it may 
fight with advantage. It will therefore only depend* 
upon yourselves to combat with bravery, and to give 
proofs of that ancient Prussian valour which ani- 
mated your ancestors. Let any one of you, then, 
who hesitates to sacrifice his blood and his life, retire 
now, lest his timidity should infect others. If he 
will now come forward, I will give him his dismissal 
without difficulty or reproach. 99 ' Here the General 
Rohr was so much affected as to burst into tears $ 
upon which the king turned to him, and said kindly, 
•* My dear Rohr, this does not regard you." One of 
the officers, then, speaking for the rest, said, " None 
but a coward could hesitate. We are all ready to 
sacrifice our lives for your majesty." 

Upon this, the king, evidently much pleased, con- 
cluded his address with these words : — " I see there 
is no one here who is not animated with an heroic 
courage. I shall, however, should any pe rson fai 1 in 
his promise or his duty, be sure to remark it ; for I 
shall he in the front and the rear of the army ; I shall 

G9 
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fly from one wing to the other; and no squadron 
and no company will escape my observation. Those 
who act well 1 will reward with graces and favours, 
and will never forget them. But should any one 
dishonour himself in any way, let him take care 
never to appear again before me."* 

The next dayf Frederic found himself in presence 
of the Austrian army, consisting of 90,000 men; 
which, confident from its late successes, had ad- 
vanced to meet him. Although the army of the 
King of Prussia did not amount to above 30,000, he 
determined not to refuse the combat. He therefore 
caused his troops to advance. The Prussian hus- 
sars began the battle by overcoming the vanguard 
of the imperialists, commanded by the Saxon Gene* 
ral Nostitz, whom they took prisoner. They thus 
obtained possession ' of the heights, and thereby 
masked the movements of their own troops. Prince 
Charles, deceived by these demonstrations, and 
thinking his right wing menaced, proceeded to 
strengthen it. He had hardly done so, when Fred* 
eric, who had made his dispositions unseen, suddenly 
attacked his left wing. In vain did Prince Charles, 
when it was too late, endeavour to prolong and 
strengthen his left wing ; Ziethen, with his cavalry, 
acting in support of -the Prussian infantry, threw it 
into complete disorder. At the same time the King 
of Prussia placed heavy cannons in front of his van- 
guard, which raked the whole Austrian line from 
left to right ; while his centre continued to advance 
against the Austrian right. The Austrians were 
thus obliged to change their position, and to bring 
forward their right wing, while the left fell back in 
disorder. They now formed themselves on the 
heights of the village of Leuthen, from whence, after 
a long resistance, they were driven by the centre 
and left wing of the Prussians* In this attack the 

* Vie de Frederic n. f fttit December, 1W. 
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Ring's guards distinguished themselves by the fre- 
quency and vigour of their charges. 

Towards the end of the day, the Prussian General 
Driesen received orders to charge the enemy, with 
the cavalry of the left wing under his command* 
At the same moment, the dragoons of Bareith 
attacked the flank of the right wing, which still kept 
its ground behind the village of Leuthen. These 
simultaneous movements were crowned with the 
most complete success ; and the battle of the plains 
of Lissa ended in the complete and entire defeat of 
the Austrians. The Prussians lost upon this occa- 
sion 5000 men killed and wounded ; while the enor- 
mous losses of the Austrians amounted to 28,703. 
Of these 7400 were killed and wounded, and 21,300, 
as well as three generals, were taken prisoners : 117 
cannons and fifty-one standards also fell into the 
hands of the victors.* When the combat was con- 
cluded, the King of Prussia cast his eyes over the 
field of battle, which was covered with the dead and 
dying, and exclaimed, while his eyes filled with 
tears, ** When, oh when will my miseries cease !" 
He passed the night on the plain of Lissa, and on 
the spot where had previously been the head-quarters 
of Prince Charles. He was told of the many 
insulting things that had been said by the Austrian.: 
of him and his small army. " I pardon them readily/' 
said he, " the follies they may have uttered, in con- 
sideration of those they have just committed."! 

The following accounts of the battle of Lissa are 
given in letters,} written by Prince Henry of Prussia 
and Marshal Keith; neither of whom, it is true, 
were present at it, but both of whom must have had 
peculiarly good means of becoming acquainted with 
its details. It is also somewhat curious thus to have 

* Griaioard, Tableau da Regno de Frederic le Grand.— MOller, Tableau 
' de* Gnerres de Frederic le Grand, 
t Vie de Frederic 11. 
t Extracted from the MS. Correspondence of Fkld-marabai Keith. ' 



bO LIFE OF FREDERIC IL [1757. 

an opportunity of comparing the relations of such 
eminent contemporaries with those that have come 
down to us from other sources. The letter of Prince 
Henry is addressed to Marshal Keith; that of the 
marshal to his brother Lord Marischal. 

"Leipsic, 14lh December. 1757. 

-Sir, 
" The relations I have received of the engagement 
of the 5th are as follows: — The enemies were 
posted beyond the river of Schweidnitz at Weesser, 
having the village of Leuthen exactly at their cen- 
• tre. Our army was formed in two lines, and the 
cavalry on the two wings. Six battalions were 
posted on our right, to cover the right flank of our 
cavalry. Eight or ten battalions of our right com- 
menced the attack upon the left wing of the enemies, 
where were the troops commanded byNadasti, and 
those of Wurtemberg and Bavaria. .This wing was 
taken in flank, and while they thought we should 
attack their right wing. In consequence, all their 
batteries were ranged on that side, and it was neces- 
sary for them to change them, which they could not 
do quick enough ; and thus our troops had time to 
beat them before their new batteries were formed. 
At the centre, near the village of Leuthen, all our 
army was exposed to their fire ; however, our right, 
which had completely turned their left, decided the 
affair in our favour. Our cavalry is not much talked 
Of, but I hear great praises of my hussars. Two 
generals were taken prisoners, and 160 officers; and 
some say 14,000 and some 12,000 men, and 130 can- 
nons. General Ziethen has pursued them, arid taken 
3000 of their baggage-wagons, and a great quantity 
of ammunition. H3ur loss amounts to between 4000 
and 5000 killed and wounded. Breslau is occupied 
by six battalions of the enemy, and some battalions 
of Croats. I should think, though, that by this time 
Wfi were masters of it 
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king in this expedition is thus expressed by himself: 
— " His design was to penetrate into Moravia, and 
to take Ollmutz ; not in order to keep the place, for 
he already foresaw the diversion which the Russians, 
who had taken possession of Prussia, were preparing 
to make in Pomerania and the Marches of Branden- 
burgh ; but in order, during the whole campaign, to 
occupy the Austrians in a part of the country so 
distant from the territories of the King of Prussia, 
and thus to gain time and facilities, in the mean while, 
to oppose, with effect, the Russians."* 

The siege of Ollmutz was intrusted to Marshal 
Keith, and commenced towards the end of May ; 
while the king, with an army of observation, posted 
himself in the neighbourhood. No sooner had 
Marshal Daun' discovered the destination of the 
Prussians than he left Kcenigsgratz, and marched 
towards Ollmutz. His intention was, not to hazard 
a battle, but to endeavour to throw succours into the 
town, at the same time cutting off the supplies of 
provisions and ammunition which the Prussians 
were obliged to bring, with considerable labour and 
difficulty, all the way from Silesia. The siege of 
Ollmutz continued during the whole of the month 
of June, but from various circumstances, — the errors 
committed by the Prussian engineer the Colonel 
Balby, and the bravery of the garrison-and their 
commander the Baron Marshall, — little progress 
was made by the assailants.* *The following ex- 
tracts of lettersf from Marshal Keith to his brother 
Lord Marischal will best convey an idea of the 
events of the siege, as well as of the causes which 
led to its conclusion : — 

" From the camp before Ollmuta, 
"28th May, 1*38. 

*We opened the trenches before Ollmutz' last 



* Histolre de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic II. 
t Archenhols, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
I MS. Correspondence of Field-marshal Keith. 
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night, at 500 yards from the place, without losing a 
single man, the governor not having perceived what 
we were about till it was daylight, by which time 
we were already covered with our works. All this 
morning he has been firing, but not vigorously, and 
almost entirely with small cannons. If he does not 
increase his Are, 1 reckon in three days on being 
able to bring to bear upon the place twenty-four 

f'eat guns and sixteen mortars. If we are lucky, 
hope in four or five days more to extinguish a great 
part of his fire ; for having the advantage of the 
ground over him, we see the inside of several of his 
works. On his side he does not spare labour. I 
see from the top of the house I am living in, that he 
is opening a battery on our right, in an island that 
you will see on the other side of the river.* We 
must therefore plant one to oppose him. Adieu, my 
dear brother." 

From the camp before OMnintz, 
" 14th June 1798. 

" I have received my dear brother's letter of the 4th 
of May, and have shown it to the king, who was 
much pleased with the part relating to the canton of 
Berne.f The taking of Schweidnitz did not exactly 
occur in the way that it is reported. There was 
neither a breach, nor a piece of the wall fallen 
down; but a deserter gave information that the 
soldiers who were placed to guard a certain fort 
were all below in the casements, on account of the 
quantity of shells which we threw there. The 
resolution was, in consequence, taken to scale that 
part, which was done without resistance. The en- 
trance of the casements was then taken possession 
of, and those within were obliged to beg for quarter. 
The possession of the fort remained to us ; upon 
which the town, of which all the strength consists 

* In the plans of Ollmutz which the marshal had sent to his brother. 
t Lord Marischal was at present residing at Neufchatel, in Switzer- 
land, as governor for the King of Prussia. 



1758.1 LIFE OF FREDERIC II. 91 

. I . . " * ■ •» 

in. the forts which . surround it, capitulated^. We 
found fifty-one Austrian cannons in it, besides those 
we had ourselves left there. I wish T could also 
give you an' account of the taking of Ollmutz; but 
the Baron de Marshall, who commands there, does 
not approve of my doing this immediately. - He is 
a very brave old man, seventy-six years old, dex- 
terous and experienced in this kind of warfare. He 
is in a very good place, provided with every thing 
that he wants, and having at his disposal all the 
cannons and ammunition destined for the siege of 
Neisse, provisions in great abundance, and an old 
engineer named M. de Rochepine, who assists him 
admirably in his defence. His garrison consists of 
eighteen battalions and three squadrons of dragoons, 
but there are a good many recruits among them. I 
see that, for the services of danger, he trusts prin- 
cipally to six Hungarian battalions who are with him; 
for in the three sorties he has made, hardly any one 
but Hungarians have appeared. In the last, he had 
given them a good dose of aqua magnammitatis y as t 
Lacy used to call it. They were all drunk, and in 
this state rushed into our batteries, and nailed up 
six pieces of cannon and three mortars, but so ill 
that four hours afterward all of them went off as 
well as before. Our people killed 100 of their sol- 
diers, and five officers, with their bayonets ; and we 
took an officer and forty-seven men prisoners. The 
deserters assure us, that with the wounded they 
have lost 300 men out of the 1200 of which the 
sortie consisted. In consequence, for the last three 
days 4hey have attempted nothing. . I tell you 
nothing of Prince Henry and Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswick, because they are nearer you than us. 
All that we know is, that they are both in motion, 
to try and execute the projects they have concerted 
with the king. I am much obliged to you for all the 
good things you send me. 1 can only send you 
plans in return. By that of Ollmutz you will see 
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how far we are advanced ; and as Wiedman did not 
send you that of Schweidnitz, 1 have hedged Balby 
to make me one, which I will send you in my next 
letter. Many compliments to Mademoiselle EmeHe\ 
You never tell me any thing of Ibraffim and Stepan. 
I should be glad to hear if they are still with you, 
and if they behave well. I believe I have already 
told you that Motscho was not with me at the affair 
of Rosbach. He was then ill of a fever at Leipsic. 
I like him very much ; he is exceedingly attached to 
me ; and as he gets older, he becomes more steady. 
** The king, who covers our siege, came yesterday 
to see our lines, and to receive a hundred or two 
cannon shots. Lieutenant General Fouquet received 
a contusion on his thigh from a twelve-pounder ; but 
it is not a dangerous wound. 1 see that the king 
will be glad to receive letters from you from time to 
time. You can send them enclosed in those to me. 
Adieu, my dearest brother. The Swiss officer's 
remedy against danger made me laugh heartily, and 
the king also. Fermor and Browne have not been 
recalled. You know the Russian generals suffi- 
ciently well to be aware that they are not anxious 
for commands where blows may be expected ; so* 
probably, they will remain." 

"KcenigBgratz, 14th July, 1758. 

" You must have already heard by the newspapers 
of the raising of the siege of Ollm utz ; but as I am 
persuaded that many false circumstances will have 
been added to the detail of that event, I am going to 
relate the whole transaction to you, with that accu- 
racy which you know I always adhere to. I must 
first allow that we had by no means a true idea of 
the strength of the place or of the garrison ; and 
that, consequently, we had not brought with us 
enough ammunition to take it. This oliiged the 
king to order a great convoy from Silesia, under an 
escort of eight battalions of infantrv. and of about 



1758.] LIFE OF FREDERIC II. 98 

1 100 horse. The enemies, who perceived that every 
thing depended upon the arrival of this convoy, and 
who, being in their own country, were well informed 
of every step, we took, collected several small bodies * 
of men, which had already been posted in the moun- 
tains behind us with the view of cutting off our 
communication with Silesia. With these they at- 
tacked our convoy on the 27th of June, but were 
repulsed with the loss of 200 or 300 men. 

" As soon as I heard of this, I sent lieutenant- 
general Ziethen, with five battalions of grenadiers 
(not very strong ones I allow) and three regiments 
of cavalry and hussars, to meet the convoy, which 
was already within three leagues of us. The day 
after (the 28th), the attack was recommenced by the 
enemies, with the same troops as the day before. 
But while Ziethen was occupied in repulsing them 
both in front and rear of the convoy, for they had 
attacked both parts at once,' General St. Ignon 
arrived with 4000 grenadiers and 3000 dragoons, and 
fell upon the centre ; so that our forces and convoy 
were divided into two parts, one of which arrived at 
the camp, but the other was destroyed; and Ziethen, 
who was in the rear, was obliged to return to Trop- 
pau with whatever scattered troops he could collect. 
You will readily perceive, that after the loss of our 
ammunition it was impossible to take any other part 
than that of raising the siege, which we did on the 
morning of the 2d of July. I was obliged to leave 
a single cannon and five mortars behind us, which 
are the only trophies the enemy has to boast of; for 
I brought away with me all the sick and wounded, 
except twenty-two who were actually dying. 

" As soon as the siege was raised, the king re 
solved to quit Moravia, as all the provisions in it, 
both for men and" horses, had been consumed during 
the two months we had been there. He determined 
to march into Bohemia, where we hoped to find a 
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fresh country. We arrived here without any diffi- 
culty from the enemies, except that the day before 
yesterday Laudon and St. Ignon, with a corps of 
10,000 men, wished to make an attack upon the 
baggage of the troops under my command. Instead 
of succeeding, however, they left behind them about 
500 dragoons, either killed or tak^n prisoners, and 
only got possession of four or fore carts of flour. 
My health has been very feeble ever since the month 
of April. The fever pursues me ; but I cannot tell yorj 
what sort of fever it is, as there is nothing regular 
about it. The gout also takes its part, and at one 
time fixed itself in my right foot : but it has since 
risen into the body, where it gives me great pain. 
I have need of repose, but our situation does not 
permit me to hope for it for some time, so I mus 
drag myself along as well as I can. Adieu, mj 
dearest brother. I will try to send you news of my- 
self as often as I can. 1 * 

It was to General Laudon,* who afterward, during 
the course of the war, so much distinguished him- 
self, that Daun had intrusted the attack of the 
Prussian convoy. Besides the destruction of the 
greater part of the convoy, 600 of the Prussians 
were taken prisoners, among whom was the General 
Putkammer, 

During the siege the king had frequently ex- 
pressed himself dissatisfied with the way in which 
the place was invested by Balby, who seems, in 
truth, to have committed many errors. This dis- 

* Gideon Ernest Baron do Laudon, of s family originally Scotch, was 
born in 1716. in Livonia. He made bis first campaigns in the service 
of Russia, under Marshal Munich. In 1740 he quitted the service of 
Russia, and entered that of Austria, where he finally rase to the highest 
military honours. He was one of the ablest and most distinguished 
generals opposed to Frederic, over whom he sometimes gained groat 
advantages. He died, while commanding the imperial army against 
(ha Turks, at Neuaticheri, 7th JuUr 1790. 
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satisfaction rendered him unreasonably harsh in his 
manner to the individual engineers arid miners whom 
he had occasion to accost in the trenches. Upon 
one occasion he was peculiarly so to an officer, a 
captain of artillery; and having reprimanded him 
severely, he concluded by ordering him to quit his 
service. Upon this, the officer quitted the trenches 
and walked away ; but the king called him back, and 
said to him, " You. may stay till the siege is over, 
and then you may go. — " I am obliged to your ma- 
jesty," replied he, " for giving me an opportunity of 
losing an arm or a leg before I leave your service ; 
but I shall stand in need of both, to save your ma- 
jesty the expense of having me carried out of your 
territories." Frederic smiled at the officer's answer, 
which restored ,him to good-humour ; and he sent 
him back to his post, at the same time ordering hirn 
a gratuity.* 

As soon as Frederic was convinced of the impos- 
sibility of bringing the siege of Ollmutz to a suc- 
cessful issue, he determined to leave Moravia with 
the same celerity he had entered it, and try what 
advantage he could gain over Daun by again fore- 
stalling him. With this intention, he carefully con- 
cealed from the Austrians his design. The day be- 
fore the Prussians left their camp, the firing against 
Ollmutz was continued as vigorously as ever. But 
at night, on the 1st of July, the whole army took the 
road to Bohemia, divided into two columns, one of 
which was commanded by the king in person, and 
the other by Marshal Keith. The Prussians, by this 
secret manoeuvre, gained a whole day's- march over, 
their adversaries, and were enabled to .continue their 
inarch to Kcenigsgratz with hardly any molestation; 
having seized by the way, at Leitomischel, a largre 
Austrian convoy. General Lacy, at one moment, it 

* ItaratVi Memoirs of Frederic DX 
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is true, endeavoured to harass the rear-guaid of the 
king's forces; and at another, General St. Jgnon 
made an attack upon that of Marshal Keith ; but 
both attempts were repulsed with loss.* 

On the 11th of July, the king arrived at Kcenigs- 
gratz, with ail his sick, wounded, baggage, artillery, 
and military stores. Of this important post he 
made himself master, after driving from it the 7000 
men, commanded by Baron Bucco, which were placed 
there for its defence. All this was done before 
Daun was aware of Frederic's design, and " while 
he could not even suspect that he had driven him 
from a siege to a conquest."! 

The king's first care was to get rid of the heavy 
baggage and artillery he had brought from Ollmutz; 
and General Fouquet was sent with a detachment 
to convey it to Glatz, which was happily executed. 
When all these dispositions were completed, Daun 
appeared with his army on the other side of the 
Elbe, on the 22d of July. As Frederic himself ob- 
serves, " if the Austrians had been now the only per- 
sons in question, the campaign might easily have 
been concluded without leaving Bohemia. But the 
invasion with which the Russians menaced Pome- 
rania and the New March of Brandenburgh obliged 
the king to march his troops into Silesia, in order to 
convey assistance to those points which were th» 
most in need of it.**J 

Frederic left the Margrave Charles of Branden- 
burgh, with a part of the troops, to cover Silesia, 
and set off himself at the head of 20,000 men, to 
make head against the Russians. He commenced 
his rapid march on the 25th of July. At first his 
course was harassed by parties of the Austrian 
troops ; but as, in the different skirmishes which en- 

* HUtotra de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic IL 

t Memoir* by Horace Walpole, Earl of Orfbrd. 

t Hiatolra de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic n. 
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sued, the Prussians had the advantage, this obstacle 
was soon abated. * On the 22d of August, he arrived 
at Frankfort on the Oder, and remained there some 
hours. As he stood on the steps of the house 
where he intended to sup, and the troops were 
marching by him, the shots of the bombardment of 
Custrin were heard distinctly. A letter of the time, 
and from an eyewitness, says, " I observed that the 
king took a pinch of snuff as the sound of each dis- 
charge reached him ; and even through that air of 
intrepidity which never abandons this prince, I could 
perceive the sensations of pity towards that unfor- 
tunate town, and an eager impatience to fly to its 
relief. "f At two in the morning he continued his 
march, and the following day (August 23d), having 
crossed the river two leagues below Frankfort, he 
effected his junction with Count Dohna and his 
troops. 

That general had been obliged to raise the block- 
ade of Stralsund, and to march against the Russians. 
The Swedish commander, Hamilton, took advantage 
of his absence to levy contributions upon the dis- 
tricts called the Uker March, the county of Ruppin, 
and Prignitz. Dohna, in spite of the smallness of 
his forces, drove Romanzof, who had been sent for- 
ward by Count Fermor, the Russian general, into 
Pomerania,* back to the main body of the Russian 
army near Frankfort on the Oder.J Fermor had in- 
tended at Frankfort to pass the Oder, and to invade 
the electoral march of Brandenburgh : but Dohna 
prevented him -by means of forced marches; and 
Fermor, disappointed, retired to Landsberg, detached 
Romanzow with 10,000 men to Schwedt, and in- 
vested the fortress of Custrin, the town attached to 
which he reduced to ashes. Many of the inhabitants 
were burnt in their houses, or buried in the ruins of 

* Towera's Memoir* of Fcedarie nX t OmI 

¥0Uer, TbMmq to Guerre* <fe Fwderio to QnmL 
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theui. At this juncture Frederic arrived with his 
reinforcements. As soon as Fermor was aware of 
the king's approach, and of his junction with Donna, 
he left Uustrin, and marching towards the Prussians, 
who were encamped at a village called Dermitzel, 
formed his army into an oblong square, within sight 
of them. 

This happened on the 24th of August ; and the 
king, on seeing the Russians, determined to attack 
them the next day in spite of the inequality of num- 
bers ; his own army consisting only of 30*000 men, 
opposed to 50,000. Nothing could exceed the 
ardour of the Prussians for the conflict;, the sight 
of the (Jevastations and cruelties practised upon 
their country and their countrymen iby the barbarous 
Russians had excited their enmity to the highest 
pitch. These feelings were participated in by Fred- 
eric, and caused him to give an order for which even 
the miseries he saw bis subjects suffering. under can 
be no excuse. He commanded no quarter to be 
given, which injunction, however, was not eventu- 
ally strictly adhered tQ. Along the line of the 
army was heard the cry, "The Prussians.. give no 
quarter." — u Nor do we," answered the Russians.* 

The two armies were, only separated by a marshy 
stream, called the Mutzel. During the night the 
King of Prussia posted his vanguard u? a- wood on 
the other side of the stream. He was thus enabled* 
the next morning, to turn the troops composipg the 
right wing of Fermor, and to attack them in the 
rear. At the same time the Prussian artillery, con- 
sisting of eighty great camions, did great execution 
among the Russian ranks.f In spite, however, of 
these dispositions, the right wing of the Russians 
threw the body of troops who were opposed to them 
into confusion ; and the Cossacks, having set tie to 
the village of Zorndorf, near which the artillery 

* ArehetiJiolz, Hwtoire de la Guerre de Sept Am. 
< f Milter, IfcMera da* Guerre* de Frederic le Grand. 
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was stationed, added to the embarrassment. Gene- 
ral Seidlitz, however, by the valour of his cavalry, 
succeeded at length in repulsing that of the ftus 
sians, and then attacked their infantry. 

At this period of the action Frederic caused the 
infantry of his right wing to advance to the attack, 
who were received with the most determined re- 
sistance by the enemy. The carnage now. became 
dreadful. The Russians were animated with the 
feelings of despair; the Prussians with those of ven- 
geance for the cruelties which had been practised 
upon their country. Even soldiers in the agonies 
of death thought more of inflicting torments on their 
enemies than of their own sufferings. A wounded 
Russian was seen extended over a dying Prussian, 
himself so disabled that he could not make use of 
his arms, but he was occupying his last moments 
with tearing his enemy's flesh with his teeth ! Some 
Prussians who witnessed this killed the cannibal, 
and thus allowed their countryman to die in peace. 
The king in person led the last attacks, and was so 
much exposed to the lire of the Russians, that his 
aids-de-camp and his pages, who attended him, were 
all either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. At 
length, at nightfall, the Russians began to give way, 
and abandoned the victory and the field of battle to 
the Prussians.* 

From the moment the fortune of. the day appeared 
decided, the confusion of the Russians became ex- 
cessive ; great numbers of them plundered their own 
baggage, and then getting drunk with the brandy and 
other spirits they had thus seized upon, they rushed 
into the m616e, attacking whatever," whether of 
friends or foes, came in their way. Some of these 
disorderly troops remained on the field of battle all 
night, which gave occasion to Fermor to claim the 
victory ; in spite of the Jesuits which so clearly 

* Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic IL 

660579 
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proved it to have fallen to the Prussians, and in 
spite of his own request, of itself a confession of be- 
ing worsted, for permission to bury the Russian 
dead.* Fermor had the weakness, in pursuance of 
this claim, to send couriers to the different allied 
powers and their armies, announcing his imaginary 
success. As an historian of these times truly re- 
marks, " Never was this species of deceit more fre- 
quently practised than during the seven years 1 war. 
The Prussians alone despised such conduct. When 
beaten, they alloweid it, in the hope of causing their 
loss to be forgotten in some future exploit. So acted 
Frederic, and so acted those who commanded his 
armies. They left to the vanquished the pleasure 
of deceiving, themselves with illusions, and of re- 
joicing over false news, while they employed them- 
selves in really profiting by the victory ."f After 
the combat was concluded, Frederic had the great- 
ness of mind to offer his thanks publicly to General 
Seidlitz, as the victor of the day, and to attribute 
the success of it entirely to his valour and conduct. 
t The battle of Zorndorf cost the Prussians 10,000 
men killed and wounded, and the Russians 18,600. 
2800 of their troops and six generals were also taken 
prisoners, and they lost 104 cannons and thirty-two 
standards. Daun, who had been anxious that Fer- 
mor should occupy the attention of the King of Prus- 
sia without coming to any decided engagement, had 
written to him, "not to risk a battle with a -wily 
enemy, whose cunning and resources he was not yet 
acquainted with ; but to temporize always, till the 
Austrian army had struck a successful blow in Sax- 
ony." The courier who carried this despatch was 
seized by a Prussian detachment. After the battle 
of Zorndorf, the king answered it himself in the fol- 
lowing words : — " You had reason to advise Gen- 
eral Fermor to be on his guard against a crafty and 

* Ardwnhoi* HUrtolwde la Guerre d» Sept An*. f IP* 
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designing enemy, whom you were better acquainted 
with than he was, for he has given battle, and he 
has been beat."* 

The next dayf the Russians rallied, and formed 
themselves into an oblong square near the wood of 
Drewitz. During the day many skirmishes took 
place between the Prussian hussars and the Cos- 
sacks. The former had obtained possession of the 
Russian baggage, which had been separated from the 
main body of the army by the combat of the preced- 
ing day. 5000 baggage carts were plundered by the 
Prussian light troops, who were, at one moment, 
driven Off by the Cossacks, and then the latter began 
plundering the baggage of their own army, in their 
turn. Finally, however, the Prussians had the best 
of the contest. 

The following inght the Russians again changed 
their position, and on the subsequent days, to the 
1st of September inclusive, they retreated from one 
position to another ; many skirmishes taking place, 
and the Prussians always pursuing them. On the 
1st of September they arrived at Landsberg, where 
they were joined by Romanzof, returning from 
Schwedt; while the Prussians posted themselves 
at a village called Blumberg. 

It is said that the evening before the battle of 
Zorndorf, Frederic sent for a literary man, who was 
at that time in his suite, and occupied himself with 
him for some time in correcting and altering the 
strophes of an ode by John Baptist Rousseau, which 
he thought were susceptible of amelioration.^ This 
anecdote, if true, savours too much of a vain display 
of calmness and freedom of thought, in a moment 
of such anxious danger as the eve of a battle, to be 
mentioned with any praise. But it is at least cu- 
rious, as illustrating the character of the man, and his 
power of self-control. When the king came, af-er 

* Mdller, Tableaa des Guerres de Frederic le Grand, 
f August the 90th. t Vie de Frederic II. 
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the battle, to Custrin, he seemed much affected at 
the ruin and desolation of the town, and said to the 
inhabitants, who crowded around him, " My children, 
I could not come to you sooner, or this calamity 
should not have happened. Have a little patience, 
though, and I will cause every thing to be rebuilt." 
The commandant of Custrin was supposed not to 
have adopted judicious measures for its defence. 
When he saw the king, he endeavoured to apologize 
for his conduct, but Frederic stopped him, saying, 
w J make no complaints against you ; it is myself 
who am to blame, for having appointed you to such 

a post."* 

The Russians in their retreat laid siege to Col- 
berg, and bombarded it cruelly ; but it was too well 
defended by the brave Prussian governor Heyden 
for them to obtain possession of it.-f Finding their 
efforts unavailing to obtain any advantage, and hav- 
ing so completely devastated Pomerania and the new 
march of Brandenburgh that they could no longer 
subsist in these provinces, they finally evacuated 
them at the end of October ; and Count Dohna, who 
had been left by the King of Prussia at the head of 
12,000 men to watch their movements, was enabled 
to turn his attention to other enemies.} 

* Towere»s Memoirs of Frederic HI. 

t MOller, Tableau des Gaerres de Frederic le Gran* 

i Campagses de Frederic lL, jar Mr. de W. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Frederic endeavours to Join Prince Henry, bat is prevented by Daw 
and Laudon— Battle of HocbJtfrchen— Retreat of the King oT Prussia 
— Death of Marshal- Keith— Death of the Margravine of Bareith— 
Junction of Prince Henry with Frederic— Th© Aostriana raise the 
Siege of Neisae— Dann besieges Dresden—Campaign of Prince Fer- 
dinand—Treaty between France and Austria— The Swedes unsuc- 
cessful in Pomerania— Prince Henry enters Bohemia during the 
Winter— Preparations for the Campaign of 1750. 

Frederic, almost immediately after the victory of 
Zorndorf, marched rapidly towards Saxony to assist 
his brother, Prince Henry, who was Carrying on the 
contest under overwhelming 7 disadvantages.* The 
Prince of Deux-Ponts, who commanded the army 
of the empire, assisted by a body of Austrian troops, 
had obliged that prince to retreat to the neighbour- 
hood of Dresden. At this moment Daun arrived in 
Lusatia, and, having detached Laudon against the 
King of Prussia, advanced himself to form a junc- 
tion with the Prince of Deux-Ponts. The latter had 
allowed himself to be occupied with the siege of 
Sonnenstein near Pima, which he took on the 5th 
of September; but which caused him to lose the 
most favourable moment for attacking the Prus- 
sians.! Even after the arrival of Daun, the two 
generals employed themselves in visits and confer- 
ences which led to no useful purpose ; till at length 
Daun, hearing of the approach of the King of Prussia, 
separated again from the army of the empire, and 
marched to the assistance of Laudon. As soon as 
he had joined him, their united army encamped nea** 
Weissemberg, with a view of preventing Frederic 

* Campagnerf de Frederic IT., par Mr. de W. 

t Grimoard Tableau de la Vie et du Regno de Frederic te Grand. 



104 " LIFE OF FREDERIC II. M758. 

■ 

from entering Silesia, and disturbing the sieges of 
Neisse and Cosel, which were prosecuting by two 
Austrian generals.* 

Frederic, however, continued to advance; and 
after various manoeuvres, of which the object was to 
continue his march in spite of the opposition of Daun 
and Laudon, on the 10th of October took up his po- 
sition near the village of Hochkirchen. The pre- 
vious successes of Frederic with greatly inferior 
numbers had made him over-confident; and this 
feeling was increased by his conviction of the ex- 
cessive caution and want of boldness of feis enemy 
Daun. The consequence was a degree of rashness 
in his own conduct upon the present occasion which 
might have proved fatal to him; and did, as it was, 
entail a* very severe punishment on his presumption.f 
In the persuasion that Daun would never, have the 
courage to disturb him, he posted his army too near 
that of the Austrians ; and m a position in which the 
latter, who were possessed of the wooded heights 
under which the Prussian right wing was placed, 
would. have no difficulty in attacking him suddenly, 
and when he was unprepared for them. 

When he was about to occupy this disadvan- 
tageous post, Marshal Keith, who was with him, 
remonstrated against the step, and said, " If the 
enemies leave us quiet here they deserve to be 
hanged." — " Rest assured, 1 ' answered the king, with 
confidence, " they will have a greater fear of us than 
of the gallows. "| Frederic, however, was aware of 
the dangerous nature of his position, and intended 
to quit it as soon as he had obtained forage and pro- 
visions for his troops. He had fixed his departure 
for the night of the 14th and 15th. Had he arranged 
it for an earlier day, he would have saved the lives 
of many brave men, and, above all, that of the un- 



* Mflller, Tableau dee Guerree de Frederic le Grand. 
" Hietoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic If. 
Baaai aur la Vie et le Regne de Frederic n.. oar l'Ab'ie Derina. 
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fortunate Marshal Keith himself. In the MS. col- 
lection of letters of that general, which have already 
been extracted from, the last is one addressed to his 
brother Lord Mafischal, written only the day before 
the fatal battle of Hoehkirchen. As from this cir- 
cumstance it possesses a peculiar interest, and is 
besides of value, as giving a clear account of the 
state of the campaign, it is here inserted. 

' «* From Hochkireh our Lobfttt, 

19th October, 1718. 

"I received two days ago two letters from my 
dearest brother; one of the 10th of August, the 
other of the. 10th of September. In one of them 
there was a letter for the king, which I delivered 
immediately. You see by the newspapers that the 
Russians continue always to claim for themselves 
the victory in the late battle.* I wish them, with 
all my heart, such another victory;' for you may 
rest assured that their loss in that one was at least 
25,000 men. I must, however, do them justice; 
they fought very well, especially their infantry, 
which threw the king's left wing into the greatest 
confusion, and was the cause that the victory was 
not more decisive. But if they gained the battle, 
why have they profited so little by it t since, instead 
of advancing, they have retreated behind Stargard ; 
though the king was obliged to return here with all 
the troops which had marched with him. It was, 
indeed, time that he should do this, for Prince Henry 
began to be very much pressed by the two armies 
of Daun and the Prince of Deux-Ponts. He is now 
in a better situation; for the king has obliged Mar- 
shal Daun to quit his position of Stolpe, and, con- 
sequently, his communication with the Elbe, and to 
retire towards Zittau, where we have pursued him 
step by step, but without ever having had an oppor- 
tunity of engaging a combat: He remains always 

♦OfZorndorf. 

II.— I 
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among the mountains, and encamps in places eo in- 
accessible that it would be the greatest act of rash 
Jiess to attack him. And it is only by secret marehe* 
that one can draw him out from his position* It 
was by a march of this kind that we turned his right 
flank, and thus obliged him to abandon his camp at 
Stolpe. Note the devil has sent him to the top of 
the till near Loban, and we must try and contrive 
some means of drawing him out from thence, or he 
will stay there till the snows drive him away. It is 
true that this would not be a peculiarly great evil; 
for we are now placed so that he cannot receive any 
thing from Saxony, and that he is obliged to bring 
all his provisions, &c, from Bohemia, which is be- 
hind him. One sees tlearly that his intention is not 
to give battle, but that he wants to live as long 'as 
he can at the expense of Saxony, and so save Bohe- 
mia for his winter-quarters. On our side we wish 
to prevent his foraging in Saxony, because we mean 
to winter there. Here you have the secret of the 
rest of this campaign, which, according to all ap- 
pearance, cannot be long ; for it is already as cold 
as if we were in the month of December, on account 
of the nearness of the mountains, from whence, by- 
the-way, it is not possible to draw this tiresome man, 
in spite of all he must suffer there. For we see by 
the desertion that he must suffer a great deal ; for 
in a single night we have had a hundred and fifty 
deserters come to us from his army, and not a day 
passes that there do not come thirty or forty. 
Make many compliments from me to the dear chan- 
cellor. I am as anxious for peace as he can be ; for 
my health can no longer sustain the fatigues of war, 
especially in the way we are now obliged to make 
it against so many enemies, whom we are forced 
each campaign to run after from one end of Germ any 
to the other."* 

t us. Correspondence of Field-marshal Keith. 
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On the night of the 13th and 14th 01 Octobei 
Daun determined upon attacking the Prussians, 
With.this intention he sent a detachment under Lau- 
don to fall upon their right wing, which, as has-been 
before stated, was commanded by a wooded height 
in the possession of the Austrians. Nothing was 
ever less expected than this attack, for Daun had 
contrived to lull the Prussians into complete se- 
curity. He employed a part of his troops in cutting 
down trees, as if to fortify the position he occupied ; 
but his object in this was, by the noise thus made 
(the soldiers being also desired to sing loudly at 
their work), to prevent the Prussians from hearing 
any thing of the approach of the detachment under 
the command of Laudon.* 

In order also to dimmish the sound of their march, 
each dragoon carried a grenadier on his horse be- 
hind him, who at the moment of the onset was to 
dismount and join his comrades*! The design of 
Daun was also facilitated by a thick fog which hung 
over the heights. As the church clock of the village 
of Hochkirchen struck five, Lauddn led on his troops 
to the attack, and before the dawn of day he was in 
possession of the Prussian batteries, and of the post 
of Hochkirchen. As 3oon as it was light, the in- 
fantry formed themselves in battle array in the mid- 
dle of the Prussian camp. At the same time, the 
Duke of Aremberg, who commanded the right wing 
of Datm'8 army, profited by the confusion to attack 
with success the left wing of the King of Prussia. 
■ Frederic by degrees succeeded in rallying the in- 
fantry of his right wing, and drove the enemy from 
Hochkirchen; while his cavalry dislodged several 
times that of the Austrian*, and made a great havoc 
among their grenadiers. But in spite of the greatest 
display of valour, it was impossible for the Prussians 
ever entirely to get over the disasters of the night, 

1 * Arcbet&oli, HUtoire de la Gu«rre do Sept Ana. 

t OMmpttfmw de, Frederic H., Bot de Pram, pvMr.de W 
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and especially the loss of their artillery. The in- 
fantry of Daun, supported as it was by a destructive 
artillery and constant reinforcements of fresh troops, 
became at length irresistible. After supporting 
eight successive onsets, the Prussians .were obliged 
to abandon the hope of retaking their camp. The 
battle had lasted about five hours, when Frederie 
withdrew his army and retired to Doberchutz, about 
half a league from the field of battle.* 

His retreat in good order in the face of the victo- 
rious enemy, and with very little artillery to cover 
his troops, is held by military tacticians to have 
been a movement as masterly as it was successful. 
As the Prussian baggage and camp had been taken 
possession of by the Austrians early in the day, the 
troops had nothing to cover them but the clothes 
they had on, and no tents to defend them from the 
rigorous inclemency of the weather. They had 
neither powder nor ball; and had they been forced 
again to fight, they must, after the ancient manner, 
have singled out each his opponent, and contended in 
close combat. But the position of the King of Prus- 
sia's new camp was so well chosen, and his troops, 
though beaten, were so formidable, that Daun did 
not venture to risk a second attack ; though Fred- 
eric remained ten days in the same position, with- 
out fortifying himself. The loss of the Prussians in 
the battle of Hochkirchen, in addition to their artil- 
lery (consisting of 101 cannons) and baggage, 
amounted to 6600 killed, wounded, and prisoners, and 
thirty standards. That of the Austrians to 6800 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Prince Francis of 
Brunswick had his head taken off by a cannon ball : 
Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau was wounded and 
taken prisoner ; and most of the other generals were 
wounded.f 

* Mfiller, Tableau dea Guerrae de Frederic la Grand, 
t Archenoola, Hiatoiro de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— Iffllkr, Tableau 
iaa Goerrea de Frederic le Grand. 
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But lfie great loss of the day on the side of the 
Prussians was that of the veteran Marshal Keith. 
It was under his especial command that the Prus- 
sians had so often retaken the village of Hochkir- 
chen. During the whole action he always rallied his 
troops in person, and exposed himself to the hottest 
fire.* At about eight o'clock he received a danger- 
ous wound, but refused to quit the field. At nine, 
a second shot in his breast killed him. He fell 
speechless into the arms of Tibay, an English vol- 
unteer, who had attended him during the whole 
campaign. His body was afterward stripped by the 
Austrian stragglers, and lay undistinguished among 
the slain. It had been carried with many others 
into the little church of the village of Hbchkirchen, 
where it lay with a Croat's cloak over it. Marshal 
Daun, accompanied by General Lacy and other offi- 
cers, happened to enter the church. Lacy an* 
Eroached the body, and having removed the cloak, 
e regarded it with great emotion, and then said, " It 
is my father's best friend, Keith." The old Marshal 
Lacy and Keith had served together in the Russian' 
army, and the younger Lacy had been a pupil of the 
latter; and he recognised the body from the scar of 
a dangerous wound on the thigh, which the marshal 
had received at the siege of Oczakow. At the sight 
of his old master, a naked and deserted corpse, Lacy 
burst into tears ; nor could Daun and the other per- 
sons present refrain from a. similar display of feel* 
ing While they were thus contemplating all that 
remajned of this distinguished warrior, a Croat made 
his appearance, dressed in the uniform, star, and rib* 
and of the marshal. Daun asked him how he came 
by these. " I took them," answered he, " from the 
fellow who lies yonder, whom 1 killed and stripped ; 
and have given him my cloak in return." Marsha] 
Daun forthwith gave orders that the bo^y of Keith 

* 9moU«tt's Htawy of England* 
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should be interred with military honours' ;* and he 
had the satisfaction, when the next day he received 
a letter from the Kinp of Prussia, requesting him to 
give honourable burial to his deceased friend, of 
being able to answer that he had already performed 
that pious duty.f 

The king had been himself exposed to great dan- 
gers during the battle. He was slightly wounded 
in his own person, had a horse killed under him, and 
two of his pages close to him. At one moment he 
was enveloped by a party of the enemy in the village 
of Hochkirchen, and nearly taken prisoner; but was 
delivered by the valour of some hussars who ac- 
companied hira.J 

The defeat of his army was not the only misfor- 
tune which befell the King of Prussia upon the 14th 
of October, 1758 ; for on that very day expired his 
favourite sister, the Margravine of Bareith, for whom 
he had ever entertained the liveliest sentiments of 
affection. He thus alludes to the loss in his His- 
tory of the Wv:— "The Margravine of Bareith 
was a princess of rare merit : she possessed an un- 
derstanding cultivated and adorned with various 
sorts of knowledge, a genius fit for any thing, and a 
peculiar talent for all the arts and sciences. These 
fortunate gifts of nature formed, however, the least 
part of her merits. The goodness of her heart, her 
generous and benevolent intentions, the nobleness 
and elevation of her soul, the sweetness of her dis- 
position, caused a union in her of the brilliant ad- 
vantages of talent with a foundation of solid virtue, 
which never altered. She often experienced the in- 
gratitude of those she had overwhelmed with benefits 

* About tbe year 1776 a monument to too memory of FieM-raanftmi 
Keith was erected in the church of Hochkirchen by his relation 8* 
Robert Keith, then envoy from England at the court of Vienna. 
. t WraxalPs Memoirs of the Courts of Berlin, Dresden, Warsaw, saa 
Vienna. 

% Towers'* Memoirs of Vfedsric in.— Archenbolx. Hbtfoire do la 
Gasrre de Sent Ana.- 
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and favours, but there was never any instance of 
her having herself failed in a similar manner. The 
most tender, the most constant friendship united the 
king and his excellent sister. These bonds of affec- 
tion were formed in their "earliest infancy ; and the 
same education and the same sentiments had drawn 
them still closer ; while a fidelity on both sides 
which was proof against every thing had rendered 
them indissoluble. The princess, whose health was 
feeble, was rendered so unhappy at the dangers 
which menaced her family, that her anxiety com- 
pleted the ruin of her health. A dropsy at length 
declared itself; the remedies of the physicians who 
attended her could not save her ; but she died on 
the 14th of October, with a courage and a firmness 
of mind worthy of the most intrepid philosopher. 
This happened on the same day on which the king 
was beaten at Hochkirchen by the Austrians. The 
Romans* would not have failed to attribute a fatality 
to this day, on account of the two blows which fell 
upon the king at the same moment."* 

Frederic's letter to Voltaire upon the occasion is 
a touching one :-— " It will have been easy for you 
to conceive my grief, when you reflect upon the 
loss I have had. There .are some misfortunes 
which are reparable by constancy and courage ; but 
there are others against which all the firmness with 
which one can arm one's self, and all the reasonings 
of philosophers, are only vain and useless attempts 
at consolation. Of the latter kind is the one with 
Avhich my unhappy fate overwhelms me, at a mo* 
ment the most embarrassing and the most anxious 
of my whole life. I have not been ill, as you heard ; 
my only complaints are colics, sometimes hemor- 
rhoidal and sometimes nephritic. If it had depended 
upon me, I would willingly have devoted myself to 
that death which those maladies sooner or later 

• 
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bring upon one, in order to save and prolong the lifw 
of her whose eyes are now closed. I beseech you 
never to forget her, and collect all your powers to 
raise a monument to her honour. You need only 
do her justice ; and without in any way abandoning 
the truth, she will afford you an ample and beautiful 
subject. I wish you more repose and happiness than 
falls to my lot. — Frederic."* In consequence of 
the wish expressed in this letter, and repeated in 
some subsequent ones, Voltaire consecrated an ode 
to the memory of the princess. 

The defeat of Hochkirchen was undoubtedly a 
great calamity to Frederic ; but, at all events, it 
proved satisfactorily two things which in their con* 
sequences must have somewhat counterbalanced the 
losses of the day. First, it convinced the world of 
the vast advantages of the Prussian discipline. Here 
was an army surprised by night in a fog^and en* 
camped on a spot commanded by that occupied by 
their assailants. Nothing but the admirable perfec- 
tion of the Prussian discipline, which added coolness 
to courage in the hour of the greatest difficulty, 
could have prevented their whole army from being 
cut to pieces before tliey were able to form them- 
selves into even an attitude of resistance. Secondly, 
it showed to the whole of Europe that the military 
talents of the King of Prussia were as great in ad- 
versity as ki prosperity ; that he knew as well how to 
perform the most scientific military evolutions in the 
midst of an unexpected and unpropitious engagement, 
and how to conduct a successful retreat in the face 
of a victorious enemy, as to rush with valour, in the 
full expectation of victory, upon a hostile army. 

The news of the victory of Hochkirchen was re- 
ceived with transports of joy by the court of Vienna; 
and its having happened on the day of St. Theresa, 
the f£te of the empress-queen, was looked upon as 

• 
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a good omen by the bigoted Catholics. The pope,* 
who appears to have thought that the King of Prus- 
sia would be crushed by the disaster, in the true 
spirit of the court of Rome, came forward to show 
his attachment to the victorious side. He sent a laud- 
atory letter to Marshal Daun, together with a sword 
and hat, both blessed by himself. Frederic from 
this time was accustomed in his correspondence to 
call Daun, in derision, "the blessed generai," and 

* the man with the papal cap.'f 

While Frederic was encamped near Doberchultz, 
Ins brother, Prince Henry, joined him with a rein- 
forcement of 6000 men. J As soon as the king saw 
mat Daun, instead of attacking him and endeavour* 
iag to profit by his victory, remained inactive, he 
said to his brother, u Daun has thrown up his cards ; 
so the game is not yet lost. Let us repose ourselves 
for some days, and then go to the assistance of 
Neisse." Accordingly, on the night of the 94th and 
25th of October, the Prussians marched round the 
right wing of Daun's army without being discovered, 
and so advanced towards Neisse. This movement 
obliged the Austrian general Harsch to raise the 
siege of that place, and General Deville that of 
Oosel.y 

• Daun, meanwhile, had been so confident of the 
impossibility that existed for the King of Prussia' to 
escape him, that he. wrote thus to General Harsch 
"Go on quietly with your siege. I have the king 
within my grasp. He is cut off from Silesia, ex- 
cept by attacking me ; and if he does that, I hope 
to give you a good account of what happens."! 

There is an anecdote related of the wife of the 

• 

• Clement XII. (BmwdM. Hehadsuoeeads d tbfe year l* Benedict 
XIV. (Lambertlni), one of the best to the whole series of Roman ponUfis, 

t Esssl sur la Vie et te Regne de Frederic to Grand, par 1'AbM 
Psalm 

♦ Mailer, Tableau des Gnerres de Frederic le Grand. 
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governor of Neisse, Madame de Treskow, which is so 
highly honourable to her that it ought not to be omit* 
ted* Archenholz, who tells it, says he received it from 
the Baron d'Eichberg,the Austrian officer who him* 
self gave occasion to it. Madame de Treskow was 
living on her husband's small estate near Neisse, when 
Eichberg was sent to her to offer her and her husband 
any advantages which the court of Vienna could be* 
stow upon them, if Treskow would give up Neisse 
to* the imperial troops. Treskow had been lately a 
prisoner of war at Vienna, where both he and his 
wife had received many civilities and kindnesses 
from the empress, the recital of which was made 
use of by Eichberg as a means of opening the nego- 
tiation, as well as an earnest of future favours. Very 
different, however, was the reception of the pro- 
posal from that which the Austrian emissary had 
hoped for. The idea of encouraging her husband 
thus to betray his country excited in Madame de 
Treskow the liveliest indignation : " Is it possible," 
replied she, " that such a proposition should have 
been made to met" In vain did the officer attempt 
to calm her. So great was her horror of those who 
could have imagined such a scheme, that she re- 
solved not to remain longer among, them, but to go 
and share the dangers of the siege with her husband. 
Wffen she abandoned her house and estate, where 
she had previously intended to have remained, she 
said to Eichberg, " We are poor, and this is all we 
possess. - Forced by my regard for honour and* 
patriotism, I leave it in your hands ; if you choose 
to take your revenge, you cal." The officer, moved 
even to tears at her noble devotion, implored her to 
change her resolution, but in vain: she set off for 
the fortress the same night; and all that Eichberg 
could obtain from her was the permission to acconw 
pany her, and see her safe through the Austrian 
army, and to the gate of Neisse.* 

* Animiwi*, fiOftttee de la Gum* d» fltept 
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Thus did the- advantages which, might have been 
expected to result to the Austrians from the action 
at Hochkirchen end in the triumph of their enemies, 
through the boldness and skill of the King of Prus- 
sia, and the too great circumspection and want oi 
enterprise of Daun. It is true, the latter commander, 
as soon as he discovered that the Prussians had es- 
caped him, sent General Laudon with a strong de- 
tachment to harass their march. But although Lau- 
don showed great dexterity in this service, and was 
enabled to throw many difficulties in their way, he 
neither succeeded in stopping them nor in prevent* 
ing their relieving the besieged towns. These suc- 
cesses of the Prussians were followed by several 
smaller ones, obtained by the Generals Gplz and 
Werner over the enemies in Upper Silesia ; whom 
they finally succeeded in driving out of that part of 
the province* * 

Marshal Daun had* meanwhile, marched towards 
Dresden, and seized upon the strong camp of Pirna, 
which was occupied by General Finck and a small 
detachment of Prussians, who were, however, un- 
able to make head against the superior forces of the 
Austrians. Upon the approach of Daun to the Saxon 
capital, General Itzenplitz, who commanded the Prus- 
sian troops in the absence of Prince Henry, retired 
under the cannon of the town.f On the 10th of No- 
vember, Daun attacked the suburbs, which Count 
Schmettau, the Prussian governor, was compelled to 
burn. The children of the King of Poland were in 
Dresden, and the fear of injuring them prevented 
Daun from urging his attacks as vigorously as he 
would otherwise have done. This gave time to the 
King of Prussia to arrive from Silesia; and upon his 
approach the Austrians retired, and took up theil 
idnter-quarters in Bohemia.^ 

* Archenholz, HJstoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
t Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic II. 
t MOller, Tableau dee Ouerrea de Frederic le Grand. 
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When Daun commenced the siege of Dresden, lie 
had sent the army of the circles against Torgau and 
Leipsic. The detachment intended against the for- 
mer was commanded by the Prince of Deux-Ponts; 
that against the latter by the Marshal Haddick. 
General Wedel, who had driven the Swedes out of 
the March of Brandenburgh, marched against Had* 
dick, and obliged him to raise the siege of Torgau ; 
while Count Dohna, who arrived from Pomerania, 
having united his troops to those of Wedel, beat 
Haddick near Eulenbourg, and then drove the Prince 
of Deux-Ponts away from Leipsic. 

Thus, at the close of the campaign, the Prussians, 
in spite of their overwhelming disaster at Hoch- 
kirchen, were enabled to compel their enemies to 
abandon the sieges of Colberg, Cosel, Neisse, Dres- 
den, Torgau, and Leipsic.* They even evacuated 
also the fortress of Sonnenstein, which they had 
taken. And the Prussians thus still found them- 
selves masters of Silesia, Saxony, and Pomerania ; 
all of which provinces had, however, been much 
laid waste. Prince Henry again took the command 
of the army in Saxony, and the king returned to 

BreslaU.f 

It is necessary, before concluding the account of the 
military operations of this year, to cast a rapid glance 
at the latter part of the campaign of Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick. That general, after driving the 
French army, commanded by the Count of Clermont, 
out of Germany, as has been before related, himself 
passed the Rhine early in the month of June, at a 
place called Emmerich ; and, continuing to- advance, 
came up with the enemies on the 23d of the same 
month, near Crevelt, where he obtained a complete 
victory over them. This was followed by some 
other partial successes: by the taking of Rure- 
monde by the hereditary Prince of Brunswick, whc 

* Grimoard, Tableau da la Vie et dn Reg ne de Frederic to Great, 
f MflUer, Tableau dea Gverree de Frederic le Grand. 



1768.] ufb or VUBDMUO lb II? 

«ren pushed his detachments as far as the gates oi 
Brussels, and by that of Dusseldorf. Wesel, where 
the French had a very numerous garrison, would 
probably have fallen; but Ptince Ferdinand was 
obliged to repass the Rhine* in consequence of the 
advantages obtained by the Prince of Soubise, in 
Hesse, over the Prince of Ysenbourg, whom Prince 
Ferdinand had left there at the head of 7000 men.* 

On the 14th of August, Prince Ferdinand effected 
his junction with 12,000 English auxiliaries, com- 
manded by. the Duke of Marlborough.f The disor- 
ders incidental to a camp attacked these troops, and 
one of the first carried off by them was the duke. 
This was peculiarly unfortunate, as the command 
upon his death devolved upon Lord George Sack- 
ville4 with whom Prince Ferdinand was not on good 
terms. The prince had gained complete possession 
of the Duke of Marlborough, which, considering the 
respective talents of the two men, was a most de- 
sirable circumstance. But the haughtiness and im- 
patience of control of Lord George had early caused 
a separation between him and the commander-in- 
chief: this, in his new position, became every day 
wider and more irreconcilable ; while the new second 
in command, Lord Granny ,6 added still more to the 
ill-will and ill-humour of Lord George, by siding 
with Prince Ferdinand. | * 

* Histoire de la Gnerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic IT. 

t Charles (Spencer), second Doke of Marlborough, sob 9f Charles 
(Spencer), third Bart of Sunderland, by Anne Churebitl hi* wifo,daug h- 
ler of John the great Doke of Marlborough. 

t Third son of Lionel (Saekrille), first Duke of Dorset. He alter* 
ward took the name of Germaine, and was in 178) created Viacouat 
Saekville. Died 1785. 

$ John (Manners) Marquis of Granby, eldest son of John (Manners), 
third Duke of Rutland. The hero of alehouse signs, and the most popular 
military commander who has aa yet appeared in England. His generosity, 
kind-heaitedness,engaging manners,and heroic brarery made him the idol 
of the soldiers and of the people. He appears to hare been a man of no 
talent. He died 19th October, 1770. Lord Qrauby's popularity at the 
time of bis going to the war in Germany was so great that no less than 
M goang officers requested to be allowed to serve as his 
upon that occasion. 

It Memoirs by Horace Walpole, Earl of Or ford 
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The French, who were now commanded' by- M. de 

Contades, in the place of the Count of Clermont, 
again recrossed the Rhine ; but the able dispositions 
of Prince Ferdinand* 4 prevented their effecting any 
thing of consequence during the. remainder of tie 
campaign. At the same time he succeeded in driving 
the Prince of Soubise out of the whole country of 
Hesse ; and the hereditary Prince of Brunswick took 
Marbourg, the only fortress in those parts remain- 
ing in the possession of the French, after a siege of 
a few days.* After the taking of this place, the 
allies, who were in possession of the whole of West- 
phalia and Lower Saxony, went into winter-quarters. 
At the conclusion pf this glorious campaign, the King 
of England sent the King of Prussia "his thanks for 
having lent him so good a general."! v 

The year 1758 concluded with a new treaty, igned 
on the 30th of December, between the court of Ver- 
sailles and that of Vienna, which was partly oc- 
casioned by a new one having been entered into be- 
tween England and Prussia early in the same month, 
by which the former power agreed to pay the latter a 
further subsidy of 670,000*4 The French and Aus- 
trian treatv was the work of the new minister for 
foreign affairs in France, the Duke of Choiseul, who 
continued so long to be the director of the counsels 
of that country, and in that capacity exhibited great 
want of skill and unbounded extravagance. Bernis 
had been disgraced for quarrelling with his benefac- 
tress Madame de Pompadour. Choiseul was a Lor- 
rainer by birth: he had himself been ambassador 
from France to Vienna ; and his father, M. de Stain- 
ville, had been ambassador from the emperor to Pa- 
ris. Under these circumstances it was not unnatu- 
ral that he should wish to strengthen the bonds of 
union between the two courts with which he was so 

* Hietoire dela Guerre de Sept Arts, par Frederic II. 
t Memoirs by Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford. 
t T»wert*s Memoirs of Frederic HI 
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much connected. This treaty contained many arti- 
cles and stipulations* all to the advantage of the em- 
press-queen; bnt its real object was the destruction 
of Frederic; which, indeed, was confessed in the 
preamble, where it was- said, "that nothing but the 
diminishing of the pernicious power of the King oi 
Prussia could re-establish the tranquillity of Ger- 
many." In conformity with the spirit of this treaty, 
the agents of France and Austria employed the win* 
ter in preaching through Europe a crusade against 
the Prussian monarch. With these views they were 
of course peculiarly active at Petersburg, in their 
attempts to keep alive the hatred* of the Empress 
Elizabeth against the common foe.* 

The winter, which, through' the rest of Germany, 
put an end to military operations, had not the same 
effect in Swedish Pomerania. Hie Prussian and 
Swedish, generals continued fighting there during 
the months of January and February ; but the ad- 
vantages gained were entirely on the side of the 
former. Count Dohna,* who had passed through 
Mecklenburg into the Uker March, drove Hamilton 
Jie Swedish commander back to Straliund with con- 
siderable loss. At the same time, General Canitz 
attacked the Swedish fortress of Anclam ; and Count 
Sparre, who commanded there, was obliged to capitu- 
late ; and he and his garrison, consisting of aoove 
1900 men, were taken prisoners of war. General 
Manteufel besieged Demmin and the fort of Pena- 
munde, and took them both, with their garrisons. 
The senate of Sweden finally recalled the unsuccess- 
ful Hamilton, and replaced him by General Lantings- 
hausen.f 

It is said that the losses of the King of Prussia in 
the campaign of 1758 amounted to 30,000 men, while 
that of his enemies exceeded 100,000. What a dread* 
ful picture of war do these details give us ! especially 

Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic II 
Miner, Tableau flea Qtwrree de Frederic le Grand 



120 felFE OF FREDERIC II. [1759. 

when we add to them the horrors and miseries suf- 
fered by the inhabitants of the countries occupied of 
inarched through by the different armies. Of these 
some idea may be formed from the barbarous t>rdew 
given and executed by the French commanders. 
Among other despatches of a similar kind, the Mar- 
shal de Belle-Isle, then one of the principal French 
ministers, writes thus, on the 6th of October, to the 
Marshal de Contades : — '* You must make a desert 
of Westphalia; and with regard to the countries of 
Lippe and Paderborn, as these are very fertile prov- 
inces, you must take great care to destroy every 
thing in them without exception."* 

The campaignf we are about to commence the 
relation of, though perhaps the most disastrous in 
the whole history of Frederic, commenced under 
favourable auspices for the Prussians. A Polish 
prince, Sulkowsky, undertook, in the month of Feb- 
ruary, to levy troops and establish magazines for the 
Russians. The King of Prussia sent General Wooer- 
snow with 8000 men against him; who took the 
Erince prisoner, and destroyed his magazines, before 
is allies th4 Russians were able to afford him any 
assistance. ,The Polish soldiers were compelled to 
enter the Prussian service, and the prince was sent 
prisoner to the fortress of Glogau.$ 

In spite of the rigours of the season, Prince Henry 
plunged into Bohemia, crossed the rocky mountains, 
and passed the dangerous defiles of that country ; 
and, wherever he came, dissipated the troops of the 
enemy. In March, another Prussian general, Knob' 
loch, who had been sent by Prince Henry into Thn- 
ringia, seized upon the town of Erfurt, and defeated 
a detachment of Austrians; while 'the General Lind- 
stadt dislodged the Austrian general Campitelli, and 
destroyed many of the enemy's magazines. Gene* 

• Archennolz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ans. 

t Of 1750. 

t Miller, Tableau dee Gnerres de Frederic le Grant 



1759.] JLIFS Of, FREDERIC II. 121 

tbI Fouquet also repulsed Devilte, who had made an 
irruption into Upper Silesia. In April, Prince Henry, 
who had assembled his army near Zwickau in Sax- 
ony, and the generals under him, obtained some con- 
siderable advantages over the Austrians. General 
Hulsen surprised General Reinhard, and took him 
and 2000 men prisoners ; and General Auschersleben 
made aif expedition to Saatz, where he destroyed 
the great Austrian magazines, and burnt 150 boats 
upon the Elbe.* 

Meanwhile, the King of Prussia had reassembled 
his army near Landshut ; and Daun took up an ad- 
vantageous position opposite to him, between Schatz- 
lar and Trautenau. In the month of May, General 
Finck defeated, at Asch, a detachment under the 
command of Count Maguire; and Meineche and 
Kleist surprised the Baron de Riedesel nearHimmel- 
skron, and took him prisoner, with 2500 Austrian 
troops. They then laid Bamberg, Wurzbourg, and 
other imperial towns under contribution. Mecklen- 
burg was also invaded by the Prussian detach- 
ments, and Schwerin was taken by them. They 
levied heavy contributions upon the whole country, 
in revenge for the hatred shown by the Duke of 
Mecklenburg to the King of Prussia ; who, though 
so insignificant a sovereign, had- entered with ardour 
into the league against him. 

Upon this occasion the Princess Charlotte of 
Meckleuburg-Strelitz, afterward Queen of Eng- 
land, wrote a feeling letter to the King of Prussia, 
describing the devastations caused by his troops, of 
which she was herself an eyewitness. Frederic 
was touched by this; and is supposed, in conse- 
quence, to have mentioned her, upon a subsequent 
occasion, with eulogy to the English government, 
when they were in search of a wife for the young 
George the Third. f Prince Henry obliged the army 

* Arehetiholz, Hietoke de la Guerre de Sept An. I iMd 
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of the empire to retire from Nuremberg with con* 
siderable loss ; but the Austrians, who menaced" an 
irruption into Saxony from Bohemia, compelled the 
prince quickly to return to his original post, and to 
give up the pursuit of the troops of the circles * 



OHAPTER VII. 

Operation* of the Russians and Austrian*— Battle of Zullichan— Junc- 
tion of Soltikof and Laudon — Battle of Knneradorf— Dresden taken by 
the Austrian* — Further Morements of the hostile Armies—Daon in the 
Camp of Plauen— Aflalr of Maxen— General Dierecke and his Corp* 
taken Prisoners— The Swedes obtain Advantages— Campaign of Prince 
Ferdinand— Voltaire's Account of the King of Prussia's Verses on 
Lewis the Fifteenth. 

The Russians had assembled their army in Poland, 
and appeared to intend invading the King of Prus- 
sia's territories. Count Dohna therefore left a de- 
tachment under the command of General Kleist to 
make head against the Swedes ; while he himself, 
collecting all the troops he could muster, which 
amounted to 28,000 men, marched against 8$000 
Russians. By the happy choice of his positions, 
and the judicious nature of his marches, he for some 
time kept the ' Russian multitude at bay, and at a 
considerable distance from the Prussian frontiers. 
At length the want of provisions obliged him to fall 
back into the interior of the Prussian territories, 
which enabled Fermor, the Russian genera], to post 
his army at Babimost, near to Zullichau, on the 
frontiers of Poland/)- Shortly after this, Fermor was 
succeeded in the command of the Russian forces by 
Field-marshal the Count de Soltikof, but he remained 
■till with the army, and acted under the orders of 

• miller, Tableau de* Guerres de Frederic la Onnd. f Mi 
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his successor; and Dohna, with- whose conduct the 
King of Prussia was dissatisfied, resigned the con- 
duct of the Prussian army to General Wedel.* 

Frederic, appalled by his losses, had determined 
during this campaign to remain, if possible, on the 
defensive. His army, therefore, did not move from 
its position near Landshut.f Daun was some time 
•before he discovered the intentions of his enemy ; 
and when he had discovered them, he lost six weeks 
in a correspondence with Fermor, for the purpose 
of settling a combined plan of operations. At length 
they agreed that Daun should enter Lusatia ; that he 
should send.a large reinforcement of cavalry to the 
Russians ; and that he should hold the king in check 
while the Russians destroyed the army of General 
Wedel. Daun placed his camp near Marklissa, on 
a spot where the boundaries of Bohemia, Silesia, and 
* Lusatia join. The King of Prussia planted himself 
opposite to him, near a village called Duringswor- 
werk, and appointed General Fouquet. to cover the 
narrow defile which leads to Landshut. The Aus- 
trian general Deville attempted to penetrate into 
Silesia, by Friedland, but Fouquet placed himself in 
the passes of the mountains, and obliged him to re- 
treat with, great loss. 

These occurrences happened early in July, and 
the next event in the campaign was the battle of Zul- 
lichau, fought between Soltikof and Wedel.J We- 
del took the command on the 22d of July. He was 
neither acquainted with his own troops nor with those 
of the enemy, nor with the country in which he was 
to fight ; in spite of which hindrances to success, he 
had received positive orders from the King of Prus- 
sia to attack the Russians without delay, and what* 
ever it might cost; supposing he could not, in any 
other way, prevent their junction with their Austrian 



* Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et da Regno de Prederio fe Grant 
" Archenbolz, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept ±nn. 
Mflller, Tableau das Guerrea de Frederic le Grand. 
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auxiliaries. Under these circumstances, and urged 
on by the commands of his sovereign, Wedel was 
obliged to venture an engagement on the 33d of July, 
the day after he had arrived at the army.* Soltikof 
had turned the left wing of Wedel, and had advanced 
as far as Palzig, with a view of. meeting General 
Laudon, who, at the head of 30,000 men, was march* 
ing to join him. Wedel, when he found that Solti- 
kof had passed him, drew his troops' out in order of 
battle along a marshy stream. His centre attempted 
to cross it by means of a narrow bridge, but was 
stopped by the well-directed fire of the Russians. 
He then directed his principal attack against the 
Russian right wing, hoping by that means to regain 
his communication with Crossen and Frankfort, 
which they had cut off. General Manteufel, who 
led this attack, passed the rivulet, and threw the 
Russian right into confusion. But the rest of the 
Prussian line, from the fault of their position, were 
not able to support or to continue the brilliant onset 
of Manteufel. The Russian artillery occasioned a 
great carnage in their ranks, and General Wobersnow 
was killed, and Manteufel dangerously wounded. 
Towards evening the Prussians were obliged to re- 
treat to Moksau, but without being pursued. Their 
loss had amounted to 4700 killed and wounded ; and 
they lost, besides, fifteen cannons and six standards. 
The killed and wounded of the Russians amounted 
to 5000 men. On the 25th the Prussians passed the 
Oder near Schicherzig. Soltikof marched along the 
right side of the river to Frankfort ; and Wedel on 
the other side, to observe his motions, to Muhlrose.f 
Shortly after the battle of Zullichau, Laudon ef- 
fected his junction with Soltikof at Frankfort on 
the Oder. He had left General Haddick with 13,000 
men at Guben, while he himself pushed forward with 
18,000, consisting principally of cavalry .J Imme- 

* Archenholz, Hlstoire de la Guerre de Sept Aim. 
f MOller, Tableau dee Guerres de Frederic le Grant 
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diately after the junction the united army of the Rus- 
sians and Austrians placed themselves in an in- 
trenched camp on the right bank of the Oder, near 
Kunersdorf.* 

As soon as the disastrous news of the defeat of 
Zullichau had reached the King of Prussia, he de- 
termined upon immediately himself heading the 
army which he destined to act against the Russians. 
With this intention, he sent for his brother Prince 
Henry, and confiding to him the command of the 
force which was observing Marshal Daun, he him- 
self, having collected all the troops he could spare 
from other services, proceeded to join the army of 
Wedel. In his march, he fell upon the rear-guard 
of Haddick's detachment, near Guben, and took 2000 
prisoners. During the nfght of the 10th and 11th 
of August he passed the Oder at Reitwent, and en- 
camped near Bischoffee. His army, when united 
with that of Wedel, consisted of only 48,000 men i 
while that of the Russians and Austrians amounted 
to 96,000; who were, besides, defended by strong 
intrenchments.f None of these disadvantages, how- 
ever, intimidated Frederic, but he determined upon 
giving battle the next day. 

On the morning of the 19th of August, General 
Finck appeared with the right wing of the Prussian 
army on a height which was opposite to the left side 
of the Russian camp. This evolution was performed 
with a view of attracting attention ; while, at the 
same time, the king made his infantry defile to the 
left, and form themselves in battle array in a wood; 
and the Prince of Wirtemberg, who commanded the 
Prussian cavalry, having made a detour in order to 
arrive unexpectedly at his post, suddenly presented 
himself before the enemy's centre. The Prussian 
vanguard commenced the attack with fixed bayo- 
nets, under a dreadful fire of artillery ; in spite of 

* ArchenhoiK. Hlstoire de la Guerre de Sept Aim. 
f EUstotre de it Gum de Sept Am, par Pretoria U 
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which they forced the Russian intrenchments, and 

entered them, followed by the king and the whole 
line of the army. At this moment the victory seemed 
almost decided in favour of the Prussians, as the 
Russian left wing was routed and obliged to retire 
through a deep ravine, behind the village of Kuners- 
dorf. The foremost Prussians, pursuing the enemy 
with too much ardour along the ravine, were stopped 
and driven back by the raking fire of the Rus- 
sian cannons. They were thrown back upon other 
advancing battalions, and in a short time the whole 
of this part of the Prussian army was in a state of 
complete disorder. From the nature of the ground, 
the Prussians could never succeed in restoring or- 
der, or forming themselves anew ; while the Russians 
continued to extend their line, and to bring their 
artillery to bear upon them with a most destructive 
precision. General Seidlitz, in trying to rally the 
troops, and lead them on again, was wounded ; and 
a similar fate awaited the Prince of Wirtemberg. 
General Putkammer, at the head of the light troops 
and hussars, made a desperate charge, and was killed 
in the onset. For six hours did the Prussians, with 
an incredible braver} 7 , though in disorder, opposed 
to an enemy greatly superior to them in numbers, 
and mowed down in whole ranks by the fire of his 
artillery, keep their ground.* 

Frederic, who was obstinately bent upon wresting 
the victory from the Russians, led his troops several 
times in person to the charge. He had two horses 
killed under him, and his clothes were pierced with 
balls. The latter attacks, which seemed almost 
hopeless, he commanded, it is said, against the ad- 
vice of his principal generals. At length, General 
Laudon finished the contest, by appearing with the 
Austrian cavalry, which had not suffered afr all, at 
the head of another ravine, and falling upon the 

♦ EMtimr la Vie ct le Rogue de Frwteric II. mr 1'AbM Denina. 
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Prussian right wing. The confusion now became 
general among the infantry, who were obliged uni- 
versally to retreat; and from the nature of the ground, 
and the difficulty of extricating themselves from the 
entrances to the Russian intrenchments, the carnage 
was necessarily dreadful. The king remained the 
last upon the field of battle. He collected some dis- 
persed battalions, with the intention of arresting the 
pursuit of the victorious allies, and, if possible, of 
saving his own artillery. But he was soon sur- 
rounded by their cavalry, and had great difficulty in 
making his escape. Finally, the scattered remains 
of the Prussian army rallied themselves about a 
league from the field of battle, at Goritz, from 
whence the next day they retired to Reitwent.* 

The King of Prussia was much assisted in his re- 
treat by General Finck ; who had also so greatly 
distinguished himself in the engagement, in rallying 
the troops, forming them again, repairing the disor- 
der, and leading them to the charge, that Frederic 
paid him the high compliment of telling him that 
u he would become a second Turenne. w f 

The battle of Frankfort or Kunersdorf, for it has 
been called by both names, was by far the most 
destructive one to the Prussians of any they had 
yet endured. They lost 7584 killed, besides 11,119 
wounded; among whom were almost all the generals 
and officers of distinction. They also lost the 
greater part of their artillery; including 100 cannons, 
which they had, in the beginning of the contest, 
taken from the enemy. The loss of. the allies 
amounted to 3511 killed and 13,260 wounded. 

Among the killed on the Prussian side was Major 
Kleist, an eminent German poet. In one of his own 
poems he had predicted his fate, in a line which may 
be thus translated: — ''And I also shall, perhaps, 
some day be called upon to die for my country." 

* Memoires da Gomte de Hordt.— Towers's Memoirs of Frederic lit 
t Towers'* Memoir* of Frafcrto IIL 
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He led a oattalion against the enemy, and seized 
upon three of their batteries. In this service his 
right hand was shattered by a ball ; upon which he 
grasped his sword in his leu hand, and again headed 
his troops in their attack upon a fourth battery. 
Here he was again wounded, and felk His soldiers 
took him up, and placed him in a diteh, that he might 
be out of the dangers of the m£16e during the com- 
bat. Here he was found by the merciless Cossacks, 
who, though his wounds were bleeding profusely, 
had the inhumanity to strip him even of his shirt. 
His miserable condition excited the pity of some 
Russian hussars, who threw over him an old cloak, 
and gave him a morsel of bread and a half a florin. 
But another horde of Cossacks arrived, who took 
from him what the charity of their companions had 
bestowed. He thus remained all night, naked and 
bleeding. The next day he was found, and con- 
veyed prisoner to Frankfort. But succour came too 
late. His wounds, which were not in themselves 
mortal, had become so by neglect, and from the 
muddy water in which they had been so long im- 
mersed. He died a few days after the battle, and 
was honourably buried by the Russians.* 

Soltikof, the Russian general, is reported to have 
said, after this battle, in allusion to the losses his 
army had sustained, " If I win such another victory 
as these last two,f I shall have to go alone, with my 
truncheon in my hand, to Petersburgh, to convey 
the news of it." He also wrote to the empress, 
when sending the detail of the battle, "Your 
majesty must not be surprised at the greatness of 
our loss. It is the custom of the King of Prussia 
to sell his defeats very dear. "J In the early part of 
the day it is said that Frederic, from the advantage 
gained in forcing the Russian intrenchments, was so 

* Archenholz, Histoiro da la Guerre de 8epC Ana. 
t Kuneradorf and ZulUchau. 
% t Archenholc, Hiatoire da la Guerre da Heat Aaa. 
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confident of the victory being his own, that he ac- 
tually wrote thus to the queen : — "Madam, we have 
driven the Russians from their intrenchments ; in 
two hours expect to hear of a glorious victory." At 
the end of the day, he was obliged to send her a note 
of a very different character : — " Remove from Berlin 
with the royal family. Let the archives be carried 
to Potsdam. The town may make conditions with 
the enemy."* 

The fears of Frederic with regard to the fate of 
Berlin were not, however, upon the present occasion 
realized. The Russians, who were still afraid of 
him, in spite of his defeat, remained quiet in their 
intrenchments ; find allowed him time to ensure the 
safety of his capital, to remount his artillery, and to 
collect a sufficient army to protect Brandenburgh ; 
at the same time detaching from it the General 
Wunsch, with a considerable body of men, who 
marched into Saxony, f General Wunsch, who had 
remained with a small detachment on the other side 
of the Oder, had taken Frankfort while the battle 
was actually going on ; but when he found the issue ". 
of it, he was obliged to abandon his conquest, and 
to march to join the beaten army.t 

The news of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick's 
victory over the French at Minden wad brought 
to the King of Prussia at the moment of the battle 
of Kunersdorf. When he sent the prince's messen- 
ger back, he said to him, "I am sorry that my 
answer to so agreeable a piece of news is not a more 
satisfactory one ; however,lf in your journey back, 
1 you find the passages open, and that Daun is not 
already at Berlin, and Contades at Magdeburg, you 
may assure Prince Ferdinand from me, that our loss 
will ndt prove a very important one."$ 



* Towcra's Memoirs of Frederic III. 
t Archenholz, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Aim. 
t MOller, Tableau dee Guerrea de Frederic le Grand. 
} Archenhoiz, Httfoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
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Marshal Daun, upon hearing of the battle of Ku- 
nersdorf, marched with the main body of his army 
to meet the. Russians, who, on their side, advanced 
into Lusatia, in order to unite with him* To prevent 
this junction, Prince Henry marched from Durings- 
worwerk towards Sagan; and detached General 
Stutterbeim in the direction of Zittau and Friedland» 
who destroyed the magazines of Daun. At the same 
time, the King of Prussia advanced as far as Lubben, 
to meet his enemies. 

The army of the empire, and various detachments 
of Austrian troops, had meanwhile taken possession 
of the greater part of Saxony. Leipsic, Torgau, 
and Wittemberg fell into their hands during the 
month of August ; and the surrender of these towns 
was followed by that of Dresden. Frederic, in the 
hopes of saving the latter. city, had sent General 
Wunsch to. its assistance, who joined to his own de- 
tachment the garrisons of Leipsic, Torgau, and Wit- 
temberg, retook the two latter places in his way, 
and then presented himself before Dresden. He, 
however, arrived there too late. The Prussian com- 
mandant, General Schmettau, had capitulated exactly 
the day before.* Dresden had been invested by cer- 
tain detachments of the Austrian army previously 
to the battle of Kunersdorf ; and to these had since 
been added the great body of the army of the cir- 
cles, commanded by the Prince of Deux-ponts. 
Schmettau had defended himself with great bravery, 
and had disregarded the various menaces which the 
besieging commanders had made use of to intimidate 
him ; but when he heard of the defeat of his master, - 
and did not hear of the probable arrival of any suc- 
cours, he deemed it more advisable to capitulate ; 
and thus to save the treasure belonging to the King 
of Prussia, and amounting to 5,000,000 of crowns, 
vhich was deposited at Dresden* The besiegers, 

* MOUer, Tableau dea Gqerrca de Frederic le Grand. 
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who were aware of the approach of General Wunsch. 
though Schmettau was not, were too happy to obtain 
possession of the place upon any terms ; and they 
therefore agreed to the demands of Schmettau, which 
were, that he should be permitted to retire where he 
pleased with his garrison, their baggage, and the 
treasure. These stipulations were afterward ill kept 
by the conquering troops and their generals; who 
acted, in many instances, with great cruelty to the 
Prussian garrison, pillaged their effects, and even 
fired upon and killed some of -them. At length 
Schmettau succeeded in extricating his troops from 
these ungenerous and unfaithful enemies.* 

General Wunsch retired, and in his march at- 
tacked and defeated General St. Andr6, who, during 
his absence, had made an unsuccessful attempt upon 
Torgau. The action was the more glorious to 
Wunsch, as he had only 4000 men with him, and St. 
Andre had 14,000. The consequence of this success 
was the recovery of Leipsic by Wunsch, and the 
taking the whole garrison, together with Prince Ho- 
henlohe the governor, prisoners, f This occurred 
about the middle of September; and shortly after- 
ward Frederic detached General Finck to the assist- 
ance of Wunsch. As soon as they were united 
they marched together to Meissen; where, though 
far inferior in numbers to their enemies, they on the 
21st of September gave battle to the combined forces 
of the empire and of Austria, and defeated them. 
The loss of the Prussians in this engagement 
amounted to 800 men ; and that of the allied troops 
to 2617. , 

The want of provisions and the disposition of the 
Prussian forces had obliged Daun to relinquish his 
intention of effecting a junction with Soltikof ; and 
he had therefore retired to Budissin. When, how- 
ever, he heard of the success of the Prussians near 

* Arahenholx, Htotrira de to Guerre de Sept Am. 
t MflUei Tableau dea GaariM de Frederic to Otaad 
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Meissen, he hastened towards Dresden, fearing that 
General Finck might intend to attack that city. 
Prince Henry, on the other hand, advanced to sup* 
port Finck, surprised the detachment of the Austrian 
General Vehla, near Hoerswerda, cut in pieces 500 
men, and took 1500 prisoners; and then, taking his 
road by Torgau, met Finck near Strehlen. 

The intention of Soltikof and Laudon at this pe- 
riod of the campaign, namely, the commencement 
of October, was to make an irruption into Silesia. 
But the able dispositions of the King of Prussia pre- 
vented* the success of this scheme. He first obliged 
them to pass the Oder, and succeeded at length in 
driving them back into Poland, assisted by the want 
of provisions, which existed to a great extent in 
. their army. The Russians remained on the frontier 
of Poland, and the Austrians, commanded by Lau- 
don, retired into their own dominions. Frederic 
was now attack id by so severe a fit of gout, that he 
was obliged to go and nurse himself at Glogau; 
while he sent General Hulsen with the greater part 
of his army to reinforce, in Saxony, Prince Henry 5 
who now found himself opposed to the whole army 
of Daun, as well as to that of the empire.* 

The plan of Daun had been to blockade, if pos- 
sible, the Prussians in their camp, and to prevent 
them from communicating with the towns of Leipsic 
and Wittemberg, where were their magazines. In 
this, however, he had been foiled by the skill of 
Prince Henry ; several of his detachments had been 
obliged to retire from their positions ; and one, com- 
manded by the Duke of Aremberg, had been de- 
feated by Wunsch, who took 1200 prisoners. These 
disasters, together with the arrival of the reinforce- 
ment under Hulsen, which was followed after a 
short interval by that of the king in person, obliged 
the cautious Daun to retire into an impregnable 

* Histolre de la Guerre de Sept Am, par Frednrie n.—MOUer, 
~* Tthleau dee Gueme de Frederic le Orand. ' 
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camp behind the great ravine of Plauenj a position 
which also ensured the safety of Dresden.* Frederic 
sent out detachments to ruin the Austrian maga- 
zines ; but Daun remained immoveable, having Sent 
the army of the circles to Pirna, and his own sick 
and superfluous baggage into Bohemia. These ar« 
rangements were considered by the king as symp- 
toms of ah intention on the part of Daun to retreat ; 
and under this idea he sent Finck, on the 17th of 
November, at the head of 14,000 men, to Maxen, a 
position in the rear of Daun ; hoping by this move- 
ment, to which Prince Henry and Finck himself had 
vainly objected, to hasten the retreat of Daun into 

Bohemia, f 

By this rash evolution Finck was quite separated 
from the main body of the Prussian army, and left 
exposed to the danger of being obliged to resist, 
single-handed, any attack which the Austrians might 
think proper to make upon him. He was fully sen* 
sible of the danger he was in of being surrounded 
and overpowered ; and wrote to inform the king of 
it, who answered him, " You know that I hate diffi- 
culties; try and advance as well as you can."J 
Finck upon this advanced to Maxen, and sent on a 
detachment of 3000 men, under General Linstadt,.to 
seize upon the pass of Dippoldiswalde, in order that 
his communication with Freyberg might be kept 
open. But this disposition did not meet the appro- 
bation of Frederic ; who wrote to order him to with- 
draw the detachment from Dippoldiswalde, and to 
keep his whole force concentrated. Finck obeyed, 
and then wrote to the king, to explain the difficulties 
of his. own situation, and to inform him of the posi- 
tion of the enemy;. This letter and all the subse- 
quent ones, by which Finck and his master strove 

* Archenbols, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Aim. 

t Mttller, Tableau dee Guerres de Frederic le Grand 

* OamoacoM de FredeML, par Iff. do W- 
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to communicate, were intercepted by the Aus- 
trian8.* 

Daun, who was aware of the helpless condition 
of the Prussians, determined to profit by it : a por- 
tion of his army was left to keep in check that of the 
king, while with the rest he, advanced to Dippoldis- 
walde, to attack Finck in the rear. At the same 
time a body of Croats had orders to attack his left 
flank ; the army of the empire, marching from Pirna, 
was to fall on his right ; and the detachment com- 
manded by General Breniano to occupy him in front. 
On the 20th of November these simultaneous at- 
tacks Upon the small but heroic band of Finck took 
effect. The Prussians defended themselves with 
the greatest bravery ; but as they were themselves 
placed in a valley, the heights surrounding which 
were entirely covered by the enemy's troops, their 
valour only occasioned a great carnage among them- 
selves, without affording them the slightest chance 
of escaping from their perilous situation. The vil- 
lage of Maxen was burnt ; the Prussian barricades 
and intrenchments were forced in all directions; 
while the Austrian cannons did tremendous execu- 
tion in their ranks. Thus was the contest con- 
tinued till night put a stop to it. During the night 
General Finck took counsel with the other general 
officers who were with him. Two alternatives were 
proposed ; either to endeavour to cut their way 
through the enemy, or to capitulate. The first 
seemed so utterly desperate, and without hopes of 
success, that the second was determined upon.f 

Accordingly, on the 31st of November, Finck 
capitulated with the remains of his corps, and all 
became prisoners of war to the Austrians. Of the 
14,000 men who had made the expedition with him 
only 3000 remained unwounded at the time of the 
capitulation. None escaped, except a few of the 
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hussars, who carried the unwelcome news to the 
King of Prussia. Frederic, in his history 6f this 
war, imputes great blame to General Finck and his 
colleagues, on account of this disastrous capitula- 
tion ; but allowances must be made for the bitter 
feelings which could not fail to have been excited 
in the breast of the Prussian monarch by this un- 
expected reverse of fortune. When at the peace 
General Finck was exchanged, the king had him, as 
well as his colleagues, Generals Rebentisch and 
Gersdorf, brought to trial for their conduct on this 
occasion. They were all condemned to imprison- 
ment, and Finck and Gersdorf were turned out of 
the army. In spite of these severities, the opinion 
which the public has formed of the catastrophe of 
Maxen is, that General Finck was more unfortunate 
than culpable ; and that it was his master who was 
principally to blame, fop placing him in so difficult 
and dangerous a position.* 

The catastrophe of Maxen was followed by an- 
other reverse to the Prussian arms, which took 
place in the beginning of December. A Prussian 
detachment under the command of General Diereeke 
was posted at Meissen, on the right bank of the 
Elbe. He found it impossible to pass the river, the 
bridge having been destroyed; while such vast 
masses of ice floated down the river that he was 
foiled in an attempt to cross it in boats. Daun, who 
was aware of his situation, sent a considerable 
corps commanded by General Beck ; who attacked 
Diereeke, and took him and 1500 men prisoners. 
Some others who endeavoured to escape across the 
river were drowned, f Jjfe 

Frederic now expected to^re attacked by Daun, 
who advanced with his army to the Prussian lines ; 
but his usual caution prevailed, and he'retired again 
to his old camp of Pirna, where he disposed his 

* Archenholz, Histoirvde la Guerre de Sept Aim. 
t CaauMgaM de Frederic IL, par M. de w 
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troops in winter-quarters, and thus covered and pro- 
tected Dresden. At the same time the king* placed 
himself at Freyberg. Here he was joined by a re- 
inforcement of 13,000 men, commanded by the he- 
reditary Prince of Brunswick, who had been sent to 
his aid by Prince Ferdinand.* Both armies suffered 
greatly from the severity of the season. The win- 
ter was a colder one than had been known since the 
year 1709. Many soldiers were, in consequence, 
frozen to death, and those who' survived endured the 
greatest miseries.f Frederic himself passed the 
winter in a wretched hovel in the village of Schlet- 
tau, where he was obliged to have a chimney made, 
there being none before. He had so few clothes 
that he was compelled, upon one occasion, to lie in 
bed while his breeches were mended by the village 
tailor. His other comforts were proportionably re- 

stricted.J 

. The Swedes had obtained some advantages this 
year, in consequence of the necessity General Kleist 
had been under, after the battle of Kunersdorf, of 
marching to the assistance of the King of Prussia. 
No sooner had he quitted Pomerania, than they 
attacked and took the fort of Penamunde ; while, by 
scla, General Karplan, having entered with- his fleet 
the harbour of Stettin, had seized upon nine armed 
Prussian vessels which were at anchor there. Count 
Fersen also took the town of Wollin, and in it 600 
prisoners. Alarmed at these successes, General 
Manteufel collected a certain number of the wounded 
and recovering soldiers who had been placed in Ber- 
lin and Stettin, and drove the Swedes back beyond 
the river Pene. Indfcp month of January, 1760, he 
passed that river, refmsed the advanced posts of the 
-Swedes, cut 300 in pieces, took 900 prisoners, and 

* Histoire d»Ia Quern de Sept An«, par Frederic II. 
t To were** Memoirs of Frederic III.— Campagnes de Frederic IL, pai 
M< de W. • 

I Oampafnos de Frederic XL, par M. de W. 
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obliged the rest id retreat to Greifswalde. The bit- 
terness of the cold put an end to this winter cam* 
paign, and Manteufel retired into the town of An- 
clam ; where, on the 28th of January, he was sur- 
prised by the Swedes and taken prisoner. They 
were, however, in their turn driven out by General 
Stutterheim.* 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick 
against the French, during this yeaf, was upon the 
whole a successful one ; though the first enterprise 
he attempted did not partake of that character.! 
During the winter the French had become possessed 
of the great and important town of Frankfort; 
which enabled them at the same time to keep open 
their communication with the towns on the Rhine 
and with Alsatia, and on the other with the Aus- 
trians and the army of the empire. Prince Ferdi- 
nand, anxious to drive them from thence, assembled 
his troops at Fulda in the month of April; and, 
leaving a portion of them to guard the electorate of 
Hanover, marched towards Frankfort at the head of 
30,000 men. By the way he seized upon several 
small detachments of the French troops, and at 
length approached the village of Bergen. Here he 
found the enemies strongly posted ; but, conceiving 
that they only consisted of a very few battalions, he 
immediately attacked them. He, however, soon 
found his mistake; as it was the main body of the 
French army, commanded by the Duke of Broglio, 
who, till the arrival of the Marshal de Contades from 
Paris, acted as general-in-chief. After three or four 
desperate attacks upon their position, in one of 
which the Prince of Ysenbourg was killed, Prince 
Ferdinand was obliged to draw off his troops, and 
k) march towards the country of Hesse.J 

Early in June, Contades arrived with reinforce. 



* Mailer, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Aim. 
Histoire de la GHterre de Sept Am, par FrederioIL 
Twmn* Memoir* of Frederic tit 
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mente, and having united them with the army of 
Broglio, the two generals were enabled, from their 
great superiority in numbers over the English and 
Hanoverian army, to advance into the heart of 
Westphalia, while Prince Ferdinand retired before 
them. In their progress the French generals took 
Munster, Minden, and Cassel; and it appeared al» 
most impossible to prevent their again obtaining 
possession of tfle King of England's Hanoverian do- 
minions. Prince Ferdinand, however, determined, 
for the sake of trying to avert this catastrophe, to 
risk a battle, though with greatly inferior forces. 
He, . therefore, having collected all the troops he 
could from the various garrisons, on the 1st of Au- 
gust attacked the French army near Minden, and 
gained a complete victory. 

The victory would, however, have been still more 
signal, had the English cavalry done their duty. 
They were led by Lord George Sackville, who, 
whether from jealousy of Prince Ferdinand, or of 
his second in command, Lord Granby,'with both of 
whom he was on bad terms, from cowardice, or, as 
he himself said, from not understanding the prince's 
orders, did not allow them to advance until the battle 
was gained. The history of Lord George Sack- 
ville's conduct upon this occasion has been so much 
and so repeatedly canvassed, and all that followed 
from it is so well known, that it is unnecessary to 
dilate upon it here. In the battle of Minden, the 
army of Prince Ferdinand consisted of 35,000 men, 
that of the French of 70,000.* 

On the same day with the battle of Minden, the 
hereditary Prince of Brunswick defeated, at Gohfeld, 
a -French detachment commanded by the Duke of 
Brissac, and, pursuing him to the Weser, placed him- 
self in such a position as to cut off all access for the 
French army to the country of Waldeck and Pader- 

* Memoir* by Honoe WalpoLe, Eurl of Otflwd. 
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oorn. They were therefore obliged to tale the only 
road that lay open for them, namely, that by Cas- 
sel.* The victory obtained by Prince Ferdinand 
occasionectfn the course of the autumn, the towns 
of Minden,fUassel, and Munster again to fall into 
his hands ; and before his troops retired into winter- 
quarters, the French had been compelled to evacuate 
almost the whole of Westphalia. Thus, as the King 
of Prussia truly observes, " did Prince Ferdinand, by 
his valour and his talents, repair all the injustices 
which fortune had done him at the commencement 

of the campaign.^ 

In the year 1758 we found Voltaire negotiating 
between the Cardinal de Tencin and the King of 
Prussia upon the subject of peace, but with no very 
friendly intentions towards either. This year, he 
appears, though in a different way, to have acted 
still less honourably to that sovereign, by betray- 
ing his private correspondence to the French gov- 
ernment ; and thus rendering any pacification 
more difficult than ever. His excuse, that the 
letters from the King of Prussia had already ap- 
parently been opened at the post-office, can hardly 
be accepted as a sufficient one for so gross a breach 
of confidence. 

But the circumstance had best be related in his 
own words: — "A little adventure, which happened 
about this time, appears to me as singular as any 
that has occurred smce the existence m the world 
of kings and poets. Frederic, having passed some 
time in guarding the frontiers of Silesia in an im- 
pregnable camp, and having nothing to do, composed 
an ode against France, and against the king. He 

* Hlatotre de la Guerre de Sept Ana, per Frederic It. 

t It wm at Mlnden that the secret correspondence between the minja* 
ten at Pans and the French generals was taken and published ; and 
universal odium Ml upon the former for the general barbarity of their 
orders, as to the conduct of .the war, and their repeated injunctions u 
■ddeee the most fertile provinces of Germany to a desert. 

tfflstoire de la Guerre de Sept An*, par Frederic H. 
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* 

sent me, in the beginning of May, 1759, his ode, 
signed Frederic, accompanied by an enormous packet 
of prose and Terse. I open the packet, and I per- 
ceive that I am not the first person IJpt had done 
so; it was evident that the seal had men broken 
during the Journey. I was horror-struck on reading 
in the ode the following strophes :- 

" O nation foils et vaina, 
Quol ! ee eont It ess guerrier* 
flow Luxembourg, was Taraanc 
Converts dlmmoztels lauriers ; 
Qui, vrais amans de la gloire, 
▲ffrontaient poor la victoire 
Lea dangers, et le trepast 
Je Tois leur Til assemblage 
Ausst Taillant au pillage 
Que Mtche dans las combats. 

" duoi r votre (Bible monarque 
Jouct de la Pompadour, 
Fletri par plus d'une marque 
Des opprobres de 1'amour, 
Lul qui, detestant Ies peine*, 
A.u hasard remets les renes 
De son empire aux aboia, 
Cat enclave parle en mature ! - 
Ce Celaddn sous un Mire 

Croit dieter le sort des Wis !** 

« 

" I trembled on seeing these verses, among which 
there are some good ones, or at least that would 
pass for such. I have, unfortunately, the merited 
reputation of having thus far corrected the poems 
of the King of Prussia. The packet has been opened 
by the way, the verses will be known, the King of 
France will think them written by me, and thenhere 
I am, guilty of high-treason, and, what is worse, in 
disgrace with Madame de Pompadour. In this per- 
plexity I begged the French resident at Geneva to . 
come to me; I showed him the packet, and he 
agreed with me, that the seal had been broken be- 
fore it came to me; and he was of opinion, that no 
other course could be taken in an affair which con- 
cerned my head than to send the packet to the 



1759 J LIFE OF FREDERIC IL 141 

prime-minister, the Duke of Choiseul. Under any 
other circumstances I should not have taken such a 
step ; but in this case I was obliged, in order to pre* 
vent my ruin, to make known to the court the 
character and conduct of their enemy.- I knew the 
Duke of Choiseul- would not abuse my confidence ; 
but that he would content himself with persuading 
the King of France that the King of Prussia was an 
irreconcilable <enemy, whom it was therefore neces- 
• sary, if possible, to annihilate. The Duke of Choi- 
seul did not, however, stop there : he is himself a 
man of talent, and writes verses, and has' also friends 
who do : he determined to pay the King of Prussia 
in his own coin, and therefore sent me an ode against 
Frederic, as bitter and as terrible as that of Frederic 
against us. The following are specimens of it : — 

M Ce n'est plus cet heoreux geni 
Qui des arts dans la Germanie, 
Devait allumer le flambeau ; 
Epoux, ills, et flrere coupable, 
Cast lui que son pere equitable 
Voulut etoufier au berceau. 

"Cependant c'estlui dont I'audace 
Des neuf sours et du dieu de Thra 
Croit r£u,nir)es attribute, 
Lui qui ehez Mars, eomme au Paroasse, „ 
N*a jamais occupe de place 
Qu'entre ZoTle et Mevios. 

" Vols, malgre la garde Romaine, 
Neron poursuivi sur la scene 
Par lesmepris des legions; 
Vois l'oppresseur de Syracuse 
Sans fruit prostituant sa muse 
Aux insultes dea nations,"* 

4ce.4sc 

u The Duke of Choiseul, in sending me this an 
swer, assured me that he should publish it if the 
King of Prussia published his ode ; and that he was 
determined to fight Frederic wfth the pen as well as 

* This abusive production is by PaUasot, and has been published mors 
than once. 
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with the sword. It only depended upon me, if I had 
wished to amuse myself, to make the King of Franco 
and the King of Prussia carry on the war in* verse, 
which would have been a new scene for the world* 
I preferred giving myself another pleasure, that of 
being more prudent than Frederic. I wrote to him, 
that his ode was beautiful, but that he had better not 
make it public ; that he had no need of this additional 
glory ; and that he ought not to close against him- 
self all avenues to a reconciliation with the King of A 
France, to incense him irremediably, and thus to 
force him to strain every nerve for the purpose of 
t taking vengeance upon him. I added, that my niece 
' had burnt his ode, from fear lest it should be imputed 
to me. He believed me, and thanked me; not, 
though, without some reproaches for having burnt 
the best verses he had ever made. The Duke of 
Choiseul, on his side, kept his word, and was dis- 
creet."* 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Unsuccessful Negotiation* during the Winter— Disposition* of the dif- 
ferent Po were— Commencement of the Campaign of 1766— Battle of 
Landshut— Frederic attacks Dresden, but retreats upon the Approach 
of Daun— Glatx taken by the Austrians— Recapitulation of Reverses 
sustained by the Prussians— Laudon besieges Breslau— Battle of 
Liegnits— The Russians retire— Proceedings of the Army of the Cir- 
cle* and of the Swedes— Tottleben and Lacy take Berlin. 

The winter was passed, as usual, in negotiations 
which, as usual also, ended in no results. The Ex- 
King of Poland, Stanislas Leczinski, offered the 
capital town of his Duchy of Lorraine, Nancy, as 
the place for holding a congress to consider of mea 
surcs for restoring feace to Europe. Frederic re 

♦Memolres pour servir aim Vie deBL de Voltaire, eerits par lui-mCsw 
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ceived this offer at his bead-quarters at Freyberg, 
and immediately wrote the following answer to 
Stanislas : — 

" Sir and my brother, 
" 1 receive your offer with the most lively grati* 
tude, and ask for nothing better than to accept of it 
Any negotiation carried on under the auspices of 
your majesty could not fail of having a happy result ; 
but everybody has not such pacific dispositions as 
yourself. The courts of Vienna and Petersburg 
have rejected, in a most unprecedented manner, the 
propositions which the King of Great Britain and 
myself have made to them. They will probably per- 
suade the King of France to take the same course, 
ind to continue the war ; in which case these powers 
will be alone responsible for the blood which their 
refusal will cause to be shed. If all princes, like 
your majesty, listened to the voice of humanity, of 
Kindness, and of justice, the earth would soon cease 
to be the scene of devastation, war, and carnage 
which it at present is. I am, with sentiments of the 
greatest esteem and of the most sincere friendship, 
sir and my brother, 

" Your Majesty's faithful brother, 

" Frederic* 

" Freyberg, 8th February, 1760." 

The enemies of Frederic, who were only anxious 
to get through the winter without making any real 
advances towards pacification, objected upon frivo- 
lous grounds to Nancy as the place of meeting, .and 
suggested, first Breda, then Leipsic, and finally 
dropped the subject, and prepared themselves for 
the ensuing campaign. *The kings of England and 
Prussia offered peace to the Empress of Russia ; 
but that sovereign's vindictive feelings against the 
latter were now heightened by the circumstance 

* Aitbwhalt Biatoire de It Guerre de Sept Am 
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that her favourite lover was at presen so d to the 
court of Vienna.* 

France was the only power that seemed at all in- 
clined to peace. She snowed at one moment a dis- 
position to make a separate peace with England ; 
Sut this disposition, after a good deal of obscure ne» 
gotiation, came to nothing. The plan of the allied 
' enemies of Prussia for the campaign was as follows : 
Soltikof and Laudon, at the head of the great Rus- 
sian and Austrian armies, were to conquer Silesia ; 
while Daun and the Duke of Deux-Ponts with the 
Austro-imperial troops were to cover Dresden, over- 
run Saxony, and invade the Electoral March of 
Brandenburgh. In these enterprises' they were to 
be assisted by detached corps of Wirtembergers, 
Swedes, and Russians ; the first commanded by their 
own duke, the second by General Erenschwerd, and 
the last by the Count de Tottleben. On the other 
hand, Frederic laboured hard to complete his armies ; 
and when he had done so, sent back the auxiliaries 
he had received towards the conclusion of the last 
year from Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick.! The 
allies, who thought they should at length subdue 
Frederic, from the impossibility of his getting a suf- 
ficient number of recruits to replace those who had 
perished in the war, had come to the determination 
of not making any exchange of prisoners with him. 
But the activity of Frederic supplied all these de- 
ficiencies: persuasions, money, and force were 
equally employed, and with great success, to oblge 
the Saxons to enrol themselves in his army ; while 
the Prussian recruiting agents were perpetually ex- x 
erting themselves all over Germany for the same 
object. The expenses o4 -these proceedings were 
also principally defrayed by the contributions levied 
on the unhappy Saxons.J 

* Ifistoire.de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic JL 
t Mffller, Tableau dee Guerre* de Frederic le Grand. 
t ArebenhoU, Hiatoire delaGvene de Sept Am. 
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The campaign of 1760 did not commence witfr 
any decisive event. Tottleben- surprised and took 
prisoner, at Schwedt, Prince Eugene of Wirtemberg, 
who was there recovering from the wounds he had 
received at the battle of Kunersdorf. Daun, posted 
on the left bank of the Elbe, and Count Lacy* on the 
right, covered Dresden. The King of Prussia en- 
camped his army between Meissen and Nossen; 
while that commanded by Prince Henry of Prussia, 
having assembled near Sagan, advanced against the 
Russians as far as Landsberg. The first object of 
Frederic was to attack Lacy, and with this view he 
passed the Elbe at Jehren ; but Lacy upon his ap- 
proach retired under the walls of Dresden*! 

While these evolutions were taking place in 
Saxony, affairs were assuming a more unfavourable 
aspect to the Prussian arms in Silesia. A detach- 
ment of Au8trians had commenced the siege of 
Glatz; and Laudon had already made attempts, un- 
successful ones it is true, against the fortresses of 
Neisse and Schweidnitz. The Prussian General 
Fouquet had placed himself with a small force in an 
intrenched camp near Landshut, witii an intention 
of obstructing the siege of Glatz. Laudon, finding 
his position there exceedingly inconvenient to his 
plans, determined to drive him from it. He there- 
fore, on the 23d of June, attacked the Prussian in- 
trenchments; and as his forces were more than ten 
times as numerous as those under the command of 
Fouquet, he was enabled completely to surround 
Aim, and to attack him on all sides at once. The 
Prussians fought with the greatest bravery for seven 

♦ Joseph Francis Maurice Count de Lacy, or Lasey, was the son of 
Count Peter de Lacy, an Irishman, bora in the county of Limerick, who 
first served in the French armies with distinction, and then successively 
in those of Austria, Poland, and Russia. The younger Lacy was born 
it Petersburg, in 1725. In 1744, he entered the Austrian service. He 
was a general of merit and valour, and no leas remarkable for his ad* 
mlnistrative talents in all military matters than for his abilities in tho 
f eld. He died at Vienna, 30th November, 1801. 

t Mailer, Tableau de Guerrea de Frederte )• Qrand 
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hours, but were at length driven from their camp 
and obliged to retire as far as the river Bober, 
where, however, their further retreat was cut off by 
fresh detachments of the Austrian army, which had 
been stationed there. Fouquet, at the head of the 
cavalry, cut his way through the enemy's battalions. 
He himself was taken prisoner, but the greater part 
of the cavalry escaped, and joined General Ziethen, 
near Breslau. Almost the whole of the infantry 
was either killed or taken prisoners. In this disas- 
trous affair the Prussians lost 8400 men, forty can- 
nons, and thirty-two standards. The Austrians lost 
in killed and wounded rather less than 2900 men.* 

The defeat of Landshut was in no way attributable 
to any fault on the part of General Fouquet. On 
the contrary, he had done all that could be expected 
of an able general and a brave officer to avert the 
catastrophe ; but the combat was between forces so 
unequal in point of numbers that neither valour nor 
conduct could avail. Even Frederic, usually so se- 
vere in his remarks upon any of his generals who 
had been unsuccessful, says, in speaking of the battle 
of Landshut, " Far from this disaster doing any 
prejudice to the reputation of the brave Fouquet, 
which had been so long and so solidly established, it 
only raised it, and rendered it more conspicuous, by 
furnishing an example of what valour and firmness 
can do against numbers, however superior they may 
be.f" Fouquet was himself severe.y wounded dur- 
ing the engagement. The wound was in the head. 
He was lying stunned upon the ground, and an Aus- 
trian dragoon was preparing to repeat the blow. 
His life was saved by the devotion of one of his 
grooms, who threw himself before him, and received 
upon his body all the wounds which were intended 
for his master. Fortunately, they were none of 
them mortal; and Fouquet had the satisfaction of 

* Mflller, Tableau dee "Guerre* da Frederic le Grand, 
t Hiatabw da la Guerre 4* Saw Ans, par Frederic 1L 
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being able to recompense this faithful servant, and 
to assure to him a competent pension for the rest of 
his life.* 

The consequence of the battle of Landshut was 
the occupation of the town of that name by the 
Austrians. It was an unfortified place, and, there- 
fore, could offer no resistance. It is, therefore, dif- 
ficult to conceive what excuse Laudon could make 
to his own conscience for suffering his soldiers to 
pillage it. Such, however, was the case ; and it is 
a stain which can never be effaced from the memory 
of that general. The barbarities and outrages com- 
mitted by the Austrians at Landshut were dreadful. 
" Nothing was spared by them," as Frederic quaintly 
observes, " but misery and ugliness."! 

The King of Prussia determined, if possible, to 
draw Marshal Daun away from the neighbourhood 
of Dresden. He therefore affected to hasten to the 
relief of Glatz (which, as has been already men- 
tioned, was besieged by the Austrians), and marched 
with great rapidity into Silesia. Daun was com- 
pletely deceived by this movement, and, having first 
despatched Lacy after the Prussians, he shortly 
afterward put his own army also in March towards 
Silesia. Frederic now returned with equal rapidity; 
obliged Lacy to retire to the other side of Dresden, 
an d r finally, as far as Pirna; took possession of the 
suburbs of the town, blockaded the citadel, and 
summoned the governor, Maguire, to surrender. 

The latter refusing, the King of Prussia began to 
bombard the town on the 17th of July, hoping that 
the fears of the Austrians for the fate of the Saxon 
capital would induce them to capitulate. He had 
already, with the shells he had thrown into the 
town, burnt a considerable part of it and ruined 
several beautiful buildings, and the fears of the in- 
habitants were at the highest point, when the ap- 

* Archenhoi*, HUtotre da la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
t Hlatoire del* Guerre de Sept Am, par Frederic Q. 
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proach of Marshal Daun changed the face of affairs, 
Frederic had at length obtained his heavy artillery 
from Magdeburg, and was preparing to batter the 
town, previously to a general assault. But Daun 
having contrived, on the night of the 21st of July, 
to throw sixteen battalions into the town, the Prus- 
sians the next day abandoned the siege, and retired 
to Kesselsdorf.* These reverses were followed by 
the fall of Glatz, which surrendered to Laudon on 
the 26th of July. The town is divided into two for- 
tresses, the upper and the lower. The former was 
taken by assault by General Dreskowitz; upon 
which the lower one was surrendered by Colonel 
d'O, an Italian in the Prussian service, who was the 
governor.! D'O is supposed, in conjunction with 
part of the garrison, to have betrayed the place to 
the Austrians. Frederic observes upon it, " This 
disgraceful event to the Prussian arms was the con- 
sequence of a negotiation which M. de Laudon had 
been carrying on for some time through the means 
of the Jesuits. w J 

A native historian of the war which we are now 
treating of makes the following judicious remarks 
upon the unhappy state of the Prussian affairs at 
this juncture: — "The ill success of the siege of 
Dresden was the last of those unfortunate events 
which for the space of a year had continued to fall 
upon and almost overwhelm Frederic. As the cam 
paign of 1757 has no parallel in history for the bril- 
liant successes which filled it, so there is no instance 
of a monarch experiencing, in an equally short space 
of time, such a series of misfortunes without being 
crushed by them. The battle of Zullichau, lost to 
the Prussians in July, 1750, had opened this scene 
of calamities; the terrible defeat of Kunersdorf 

* Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et da Regno de Frederic le Grand.— 
Towere's Memoirs of Frederic m. 
t MaUer, Tableau dee Guerres de Fraderie le Grand. 
t Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Freierfe IL 
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followed it ; and soon afterward Dresden was lost. 
Finck, with his small army, was taken prisoner near 
Maxen ; and the same fate had fallen upon Dierecke 
at Meissen, together with a considerable part of the 
corps he commanded. The rigour of the winter, 
and the contagious disorders which were the con- 
sequence of it, the affair of Landshut, the conquest 
of Glatz, and the raising of the siege of Dresden 
gave the finishing stroke to all these reverses and 
disasters."* 

The only person who appeared undaunted and 
undismayed by this host of misfortunes was the in- 
dividual upon whose head they fell with the greatest 
weight, — namely, Frederic himself; whose great* 
ness of mind and transcendent talents never shone 
to so much advantage as when they were brought 
into action by the rigours of fortune. He prepared 
forthwith to march into Silesia ; where Laudon had 
no sooner got possession of Glatz than he proceeded 
to attack Breslau. Soltikof, at the head of the 
great Russian army, was also on his march to the 
same place, in the intention of taking up his position 
on the other side of the town from the Austrians in 
order to cover the siege.f 

The garrison of Breslau was at this time pecu- 
liarly feeble ; and the fortifications were weak, as 
well as difficult of defence, from the great size of 
the town. The commander, General Tauenzein, had 
under him only 3000 men ; a portion of whom were 
invalids of the regiment of body-guards of Frederic, 
recovering from the wounds they had received in 
various battles; and the rest were either deserters 
or foreigners who had been forced into the Prussian 
service : from the first, no great activity was to be 
expected ; from the last, neither zeal nor patriotism. 
In spite, however,' of these various disadvantages, 
the brave Tauenzein resolved upon defending the 

* Arctwobolx, Hirtoire de la Guerre de Sept Am. 
t Miillar, TaUma dm Guerre* dt Freferio le Grand. 
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place. Laudon summoned him to surrender at 
once, upon the ground "that Breslau not being a 
fortress, it would be contrary to the usages of war 
if he was to attempt to defend it ; that the king was 
on the other side of the Oder, and Prince Henry 
near the Warth ; that the Russians would arrive in 
two days to the number of 75,000 men, and that he 
thought the town would prefer receiving the Aus- 
trians to them ; that he would leave to the garrison 
the liberty of regulating the articles of the capitula- 
tion : but that if they refused his offers he should 
set fire to the place by means of his forty-five mor- 
tars." To this Tauenzein replied, u that Breslau was 
a fortress, and that he would resist the enemy upon 
the ramparts even if all the houses in the town 
were reduced to ashes." The bombardment com- 
menced; but Tauenzein adopted such judicious 
-measures that the Austrians obtained no advantages. 
At* the same time, with his heavy artillery, he 
greatly annoyed the besiegers ; firing balls even into 
the room occupied by Laudon.* 

He then called the officers of the regiment of 
guards together, and representing to them the state 
of the siege, and the catastrophe which might at any 
moment arrive of the town if not succoured in time 
being taken by assault, he proposed to them in that 
case to shut themselves up in one of the towers of 
the rampart, and to defend it to the last extremity. 
" Let us not," said he, " allow any one to say that 
he has been a witness of such an extraordinary 
spectacle as the whole regiment of the body-guards 
of the King of Prussia being taken prisoners." The 
officers, inflamed with a similar ardour to himself, 
all agreed eagerly to his proposal. But this gallant 
act of self-devotion was spared iq them.f 

The siege had commenced on the 1st of August 
and on the 5th the approach of Prince Henry of 

* Areheoholi, Histolre de la Guerre de Sept Am. f Ibid, 
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Prussia obliged Laudon to raise it. Short, however, 
as had been the time it had lasted, it had done much 
injury to the town and to the inhabitants.* It was 
said afterward that the handsomest woman, the 
handsomest man, and the finest building in Breslau 
had been destroyed by the Austrian*. The first 
was a young lady of the name of Muller; the 
second a soldier in the guards, who was greatly 
admired for his personal beauty; and the thiid was 
the palace of Prince Hatzfeld.f Prince Henry of 
Prussia had marched with wonderful rapidity from 
Landsberg, where he was posted, to the relief of 
Breslau. Upon his arrival Laudon retreated, and 
the prince sent General Werner to pursue him. He 
then himself passed through Breslau, and obliged 
Soltikof to retire. 

Frederic, who had also heard of the siege of 
Breslau, was equally hastening to its assistance. 
He left General Hulsen in Saxony to make head 
against the army of the empire, commanded by the 
Prince of Deux-Ponts, and marched with great 
rapidity to the frontiers of Silesia. In five days he 
performed a march of twenty German miles, in the 
course of which he had to pass the Rivers Elbe, 
Spree, Queisse, and Bober, of which the bridges 
were broken; and was obliged to carry with him, 
besides, a convoy of 2000 wagons. Daun, who 
had taken a shorter road, was before the king; 
but the latter drove him from post to post as far as 
Buntzlau, and continued to advance in spite of the 
efforts to arrest his progress of the separate detach- 
ments commanded by Generals Riedesel, Lacy, and 
Beck ; which, in fact, surrounded him.J 

Silesia was now literally inundated with hostile 
armies. It is computed that at this moment there 

* Mtiller, Tableau dea Gnerres de Frederic le Grand. 

f Archenholx, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— Towers's Memoir* 
•f Frederic III. 

X Mailer, Tableau des Gnerres de Frederic le Grand.— Arcbenholx, 
llistoire de la Guerre d« &*{* Ana. 
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were within the bounds of the province 100,000 Aus- 
trians, 75,000 Russians, and 80,000 Prussians. So 
fearful a disparity of numbers gave the King of 
Prussia no chance of success, or even of escape 
from his unpitying foes, except by preventing their 
junction, and combating with them separately. To 
accomplish this was no easy task; but the skill, the 
boldness, and the rapidity of movement of Frederic 
effected it, and caused the battle of Liegnitz.* 

The Russians were discontented with the circum- 
spection of Daun. Soltikof thought Daun ought to 
have fought the Prussians in Saxony. " For now," 
said he, "to pass the Oder, unite himself with 
Prince Henry, and then fall upon us with all his 
forces, will cost the King of Prussia only one of his 
usual forced marches." Thus urged, Daun resolved 
to risk a battle, and to attack the Prussians in their 
camp near Liegnitz. The attack was to be simul- 
taneous from four different points, and the Austrian 
commanders anticipated a result like that of Hoch- 
kirchen. Frederic, however, having discovered their 
plan, determined to make it subservient to his own. 
He therefore, on the night of the 14th of August 
(the next morning being the time fixed for the 
attack), abandoned his camp, at the same time 
keeping up, by means of the neighbouring peasants, 
the fires in it. 

It is said that Frederic only discovered the exact 
plan of the Austrian attack on the very evening 
when he left his camp. He had retired to reste arly, 
and was asleep, when an officer arrived in breathless 
haste from the enemy's camp. He demanded of M. 
de Schulenbourg, who was attached to the king's 
staff, to see the king without delay. This was 
refused, both on account of his being in bed, and 
also from the officer's appearing to be inebriated. 
He, however, insisted, and at length Schulenbourg 

* Archenholz, Hfcoire de la Guerre de Sept Aa* 



1760.] life of ntsnnuc n. 153 

thought it right to inform Frederic of the wrcum* 
stance; while means were taken to restore the 
stranger to some appearance of sobriety. The 
king sent General Krusemarck to talk to him, when 
he informed him that the Prussian army was to be 
attacked the next morning from various points at 
once, and explained the details of the plan. He 
turned out to be himself an Irish officer in the Aus- 
trian service, towards whom an injustice had been 
committed with regard to bis advancement, and 
who, out of revenge, had taken this step. Frederic 
was convinced of the truth of his intelligence, and 
immediately proceeded to act upon it.* 

He retired to the heights of Psaflendorf, from 
whence, early in the morning,! he descended upon 
the troops commanded by Laudon, which were ad* 
vancing to take a part in the general attack. Laudon 
thought he had to do with some detached parties of 
the Prussian army, but he was soon undeceived* 
His cavalry first, and then his infantry, was thrown 
into confusion ; and, the rout becoming general, he 
was obliged to retreat to Binowitz, the Prussians 
still pursuing him. The battle of Leignitz only 
lasted two hours,— from three in the morning till 
five. The king had left Ziethen with a detachment 
to occupy the rest of the Austrian forces.^ At 
break of day, Daun, Lacy, and Beck, from their dif- 
ferent posts, marched against the Prussian camp, 
which they discovered to be deserted ; and, at the 
same time, they found themselves prevented by the 
nature of the ground from advancing to the assist- 
ance of Laudon. They were therefore obliged to 
remain on the defensive. The loss of the Prussians 
in the battle of Leignitz amounted to only 1186 
killed and wounded; while that of the Austrians 
was 2500 killed and wounded ; two generals and v 

* Eeaai sur la Vie at le Regno de Frederic a, par 1'J.bbe Deoina. 

t Of Auguat Che 15th. 

X MOller, Tableau dea Goerree de Frederic le Grand. 
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5000 men caken prisoners; eighty-two cannons, and 
twenty-three standards.* 

The Prussian victory deranged the plans of the 
confederates, saved Silesia, and prevented the junc- 
tion of the Austrians and Russians. The king 
marched, the day of the battle, as far as Prachwitz, 
and the next day to Neuraark, where he met the army 
of Prince Henry. The Russian army had been 
posted exactly in the road which the king was 
obliged to take in order to effect this junction* 
Frederic did not wish to give them battle with his 
fatigued troops, and he therefore had recourse to a 
stratagem, to induce them to change their position. 
He sent a letter addressed to his brother by a peas- 
ant, who was instructed to make the journey, so 
that he could not avoid falling into the hands of. the 
Russian detachments. The letter contained these 
words : — " I have just completely beaten the whole 
Austrian army: before night I hope to send you 
word that I have beaten the Russians also, whom I 
am going forthwith to attack." Every thing suc- 
ceeded to the king's desire ; the peasant was taken, 
the Russian commanders read the letter, and be- 
lieving in the total defeat of the great Austrian army, 
they retired with as little delay as > possible, and 
thus enabled the king without difficulty to join the 
prince.f 

Soon after the battle of Liegnrtz, Frederic wrote 
the following letter to his friend, the Marquis d'Ar- 
gens, who was at Berlin. It is curious, as showing 
the just view he himself. took of the state of his af- 
fairs; at the same time that his matchless spirit and 
courage enabled him still to bear up against difficul- 
ties and disadvantages which would have over- 
whelmed any other man : — 

* Archenhels, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept An*, 
t Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ans, par Frederic n.— ] 
Tie et le Regno de Frederic IT, par 1'AbM Denina. 
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** Hermansdorf, near Brtalaa, 
"27 th August, 1760. 



"Formerly, my dear marquis, the affair of th* 
15th would have decided the campaign ; but at pres- 
ent that action is only a scratch. A great battle 
must determine our fate. We shall have one, as it 
appears, soon ; and then, if the event be favourable 
to us, we may rejoice in good earnest. I return 
you thanks, however, for the sincere interest you 
take in the advantage we have obtained. It required 
many stratagems and much address to bring things 
to -that point. Do not talk to me of danger: the 
last action only cost me a coat and a horse ; which 
is buying a victory very cheap. 

"1 have not received the letter you mention. 
We are in a manner blocked up, as far as regards 
correspondence, by the Russians on one side of the 
Oder, and the Austrians on the other. \ small 
skirmish was even necessary to clear the way for 
Cocceji,* who, I hope, will be able to convey to you 
this letter. 

" I never in my life was in a more dangerous and 
embarrassing situation than during this campaign. 
Believe me, nothing less than a miracle is still neces- 
sary to enable me to overcome all the difficulties 
which I foresee. I do my duty as well as I can, 
when occasion offers ; but remember always, my 
dear marquis, that Lcannot command good fortune ; 
and that I am obliged in my plans to leave too much 
to chance, because I have not. means enough to 
render them more certain. I have the labours of 
Hercules to perform, at an age too when my strength 
is leaving me, when my infirmities increase, and, to 
speak the truth, when hope, the only consolation of 
the unhappy, begins to desert me. You are not suf- 
ficiently acquainted with the circumstances of affairs 
to have a clear idea of the dangers which menace 

* Theaid-dA-camp to whom this latter wta intrusted. 
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/he state. I know them, but conceal them. I keep 
all my fears for myself, and only communicate to 
the public my hopes, or the little good news that I 
can acquaint them with. If the blow I now medi- 
tate succeeds, then, my dear marquis, will be the time 
to express our joy. But till then, do not let us flatter 
ourselves, lest unexpected bad news should too much 
deject us. 

" I lead here the life of a military monk. I have 
much to think of about my affairs ; and the rest of 
my time I give to literature, which is my consola- 
tion, as it was that of the consul, the father of his 
country and of eloquence. I know not whether I 
shall survive this war ; but if that should be the 
case, I am resolved to pass the rest of my days in 
retirement, in the bosom of philosophy and friend- 
ship. 

" As soon as freedom of correspondence shall be 
more restored to us, you will oblige me by writing 
more frequently. 1 do not know where we shall have 
our winter-quarters. Our houses at Breslau have 
been destroyed in the late bombardment. Our ene- 
mies envy us every thing, even the light of day, and 
the very air we breathe. They must, however, 
leave us some place ; and if it be but a safe one, I 
shall be delighted to receive you there. 

" Well, my dear marquis, what is become of the 
peace with France 1 You see "that your nation is 
more blind than you thought for. Those fools lose 
Canada and Pondicherry, to please the Queen of 
Hungary and the czarina. Heaven grant that 
Prince Ferdinand may reward them for their zeal !• 
The officers, innocent of these evils, and the soldiers, 
will be made the victims, and the illustrious offen- 
ders will suffer nothing. I know a trait of the Duke 
of Choiseul, which I will relate to you when we 
meet. Never did a proceeding more mad or more 
foolish disgrace a minister of France since that 
monarchy has had one. — Here is business which I 
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must attend to. I was in a writing vein, but I be- 
lieve it is better to conclude, lest I should tire you and 
neglect my own duties. Adieu, my dear marquis. 
I embrace you. " Frederic."*" 

Daun, having collected together his scattered forces 
and detachments, retired into the mountains behind 
Schweidnitz, pursued during the march by the 
King of Prussia. The Russian general, Czernichef, 
recrossed the Oder; and Soltikof, with the great 
body of the Russian troops, retired into Poland, fol- 
lowed by Prince Henry to the frontiers.! 

Towards the end of the month of August, the 
reigning Duke of Wurtemberg, at the head of 12,000 
of his own troops, joined the Prince of Deux-Ponts 
in Saxony. The latter, imboldened by this great 
reinforcement, made a desperate attack upon the 
Prussians commanded by General Hulsen, who 
were placed in a fortified camp. Though greatly 
inferior in numbers, Hulsen defended himself so 
well, that the Prince of Deux-Ponts was obliged to 
retire after a severe combat, leaving behind 1200 of 
his men prisoners. He then endeavoured to cut off 
Hulsen from his communication with Torgau, where 
were his magazines. But the Prussian general 
managed to retreat beyond that town, to cover his 
magazines, and to maintain himself for six weeks 
in his position near Wittenberg. The enemies, 
however, eventually obtained possession of Torgau, 
and took the garrison, consisting of 2500 men, com- 
manded by General Normann, prisoners of war.t 

The Swedish army in Pomerania, commanded by 
General Ehrenschwerd, had commenced the cam- 
paign by obliging General Stutterheim, the Prussian 
commander, whose forces were far inferior to theirs, 
to retreat before them into the Uker march. At 

* (Burree posthumes de Frederic II. 

t Mailer, Tableau des Guerre* de Frederic le Grand. 

♦ erimoaid. Tableau de la Vieet duRegoe de Frederic le Grand* 
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the same time, Mischukof, the Russian admiral, ar- 
rived before Colberg with the combined Russo- 
Swedish fleet, consisting of twenty ships of war. 
He was met there by Demidof, who had brought 
10,000 men by land from Prussia ; and they com- 
menced the attack of the fortress by sea and land. 
General Werner, however, was detached by General 
Golz, who had been left on the frontiers of Poland 
by Prince Henry to observe Soltikof, to the relief 
of Colberg; which was meanwhile most gallantly 
defended, in spite of immense disadvantage in num- 
bers, by its commander, the brave Colonel Heyden. 
After an almost incredibly rapid march, Werner 
surprised the Russians, and obliged them to retire, 
and then proceeded himself against the Swedes. He 
succeeded in attacking unexpectedly the troops of 
the latter, in the suburbs of the town of Pasewalk, 
and took 600 prisoners and seven cannons.* 

The King of Prussia was occupied all this time 
in rapid marches and countermarches, designed to 
harass and keep at bay the great Austrian army, in 
which he was eminently successful. But the dis- 
tance to which he had been obliged to withdraw 
himself and his army from the electoral March of 
Brandenburgh, and consequently from his capital, 
determined his enemies to concert an expedition 
against that city. This enterprise was conducted 
by the Russian general, Tottleben, who arrived be* 
fore Berlin in the beginning of October. The com* 
mander Rochau, animated by the old Field-marshal 
Lehwald, and the Generals Seidlitz and Knobloch, 
who were there wounded, determined upon defend- 
ing himself with three feeble battalions, of whom the 
garrison was composed. The Russians fired red- 
ot balls into the town, and bombarded it with shells 
and grenades. During the night they attacked two 
-of the gates, but were repulsed with loss. 

* MOller, Tableau dot Gnerresde Frederic 1« Grand. 
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The next day Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg ar- 
rived to succour the town, and obliged Tottleben to 
retire to the heights of Tempelhof, where he attacked 
him and repulsed him to Kdpenick. Here, however, 
he was joined by a reinforcement of 13,000 men, 
commanded by General Czernichef, which enabled 
him, in his turn, to repulse the Prince of Wurtemberg, 
and again to attack one of the gates of Berlin. On 
the 1st of October, Colonel Kleist with a body of 
cavalry, and General Hulsen with a considerable 
corps of infantry, advanced to the assistance of 
Berlin; but on the following day, General Lacy 
having joined the Russians with a reinforcement of 
14,000 Austrian troops, the Prussians were finally 
obliged to give way to numbers, their force only 
amounting to 14,000 men, while that of the allies 
exceeded 32,000. They fell back, during the night, 
in the direction of Spandau; and Rochau was at 
length obliged, on the 9th of October, to deliver up 
the town (which, be it remarked, is nowhere regularly 
fortified), and to yield himself and his garrison pris- 
oners of war.* 

Tottleben and Lacy, as soon as they had obtained 
possession of Berlin, released all the prisoners of 
war confined there, levied a great contribution upon 
the town, took all the money which they found in 
the royal treasury, and all the military stores in the 
arsenal ; while the Cossacks and light troops ravaged 
the country on all sides, and pillaged the country- 
houses of the king and the princes ; and Prince Es- 
terhazy marched towards Potsdam. Frederic states 
that the Russian and Austrian commanders were so 
exasperated at the resistance they had met with at 
Berlin that they even entertained the barbarous idea 
of burning the town after they had obtained posses- 
sion of it ; but that they were deterred from this 



* Grlmoard, Tableau de la Vie et da Regne de Frederic le Gnat— Mul 
ter, Tableau dot Queries de Frederic le Grand. 
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piece of needless cruelty by the representations of 
Verelst, the' Dutch envoy.* 

The day of the taking of Berlin, the King of Prus- 
sia had set off from Schweidnitz, in order to march 
to the relief of the Electoral March of Brandenburgh. 
Daun pursued him ; while Laudon vainly endeavoured 
in his absence to obtain possession of Schweidnitz 
and Qosel. When Frederic on the 14th arrived at 
Guben, he learned that the enemies had already 
evacuated Berlin, and that Lacy was retired to Tor- 
gau and Soltikof into Poland, upon this intelligence 
he sent the General Golz back into Silesia to make 
head against General Laudon, and he himself marched 
by Wittemberg into Saxony ; while the army of the 
empire retired upon his approach. 

It was about this time, and when he and his troops 
had been much worn out by the rapid and various 
marches and countermarches which they were com- 
pelled to endure in order to make head against their 
numerous foes, that Frederic wrote in the following 
melancholy strain to his friend D'Argens : — " I will 
not write ajeremiade to you, nor alarm you with the 
details of my fears and disquietudes, though I assure 
you they are great. The crisis in which I am placed 
changes, to a certain degree, in appearance ; but no- 
thing decisive happens, nor any thing that would 
seem to lead to a final result. I am consumed by a 
slow fire ; and am like a mutilated body, from which 
each day some of its members are lopped off. May 
Heaven assist us, for we have great need of it ! You 
always talk to me about my personal safety. You 
ought to know as well as I do that it is not necessary 
for me to live ; but while I do live, to do my duty, 
and to fight for my country, and to try and save it, 
if that be still possible. I have had many little suc- 
cesses, and I think I ought to take for my motto, 
Maxunus in minimis, et minimus in maximis. It is 

* Hfttfoire de la Guerre de Sept Am, par Frederic ft 
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impossible for you to imagine the horrible fatigues 
we undergo ; this campaign exceeds all the former 
ones, and I really sometimes do not know which 
way to turn myself. But J fear I shall only make 
myself tiresome to you by the recital of my anxieties 
and miseries. My gayety and my good-humour are for 
ever buried with those dear and excellent persons 
to whom my heart was so fondly attached. The 
end of my life is melancholy and sad. But do not 
therefore, my dear marquis, forget your old friend."* 
A subsequent letter is still more desponding than 
this one in the sentiments it breathes forth. Fred- 
eric even appears from it to have again contemplated 
the commission of suicide as the only means of es- 
cape from the difficulties which threatened to over- 
take him : — " What I am determined upon is, that I 
will never see the moment which shall oblige me to 
make a disadvantageous peace ; no persuasion, no 
eloquence, shall ever induce me to put my hand to 
my own dishonour. Either I will perish in the ruins 
of my country, or, if this consolation shall appear 
too great a one for the fate which pursues me, I 
shall know how to end my misfortunes when it is no 
longer possible to support them. I have acted, and 
I continue . to act, in pursuance of this conviction, 
and according to the dictates of honour, which have 
always directed my steps ; and mv conduct shall con- 
tinue at all times to be conformable to these princi- 
ples. After having sacrificed my youth to my father, 
and my maturer age to my country, I think I have 
acquired the right of disposing as 1 please of my old 
age. I have already told you, and I repeat it, mv 
hand shall never sign a disgraceful peace. 1 shall 
continue this campaign with the resolution of daring 
every thing, and of attempting any enterprises, how- 
ever difficult, which maybe deemed advisable, in the 
hope of either succeeding or meeting a glorious 

* Dated (torn Reiaendorf, 18th Sept. 1760.— CBtrme pottiramea da 
Frederic IL, Roi da Pmaae. 
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death. * • * * What reasons, in 
truth, one has at fifty years of age to despise life ! 
The prospect which remains to me is an old age of 
infirmity and pain; and disappointments, regrets, 
ignominies, and outrages to endure. In truth, if you 
really consider my situation, you ought to blame my 
intentions less than you do. I have lost all my friends 
and my dearest relatives : I am unfortunate jn all the 
ways m which it is possible to be so : I -have nothing 
to hope for; and 1 see my enemies treat me with 
derision, while their insolence prepares to trample 
me under foot. Alas ! 

ut Quand on a toot perdu, qnand on n'a plus (Feepoir, 
La Tie est un opprobre, et la mort un devoir*.' 

" I have nothing to add to this. I will only inform 
your curiosity that we passed the Elbe the day before 
yesterday ; that to-morrow we march towards Leip- 
sic, where I hope to be on the 31st, where 1 hope we 
shall have a battle, and from whence you shall re- 
ceive news of us as they occur."* 

That Frederic, deficient as he was in any religious 
feeling, should in moments of despair have looked to 
self-destruction to end his woes, is not to be won- 
dered at. But these gloomy views appear never to 
have been of long duration ; they soon gave way to 
better feelings, and to the renewed energies of a mind 
which was especially formed to stru^grle successfully 
against adversity. 

* Dated S8U» October. 170 



1760. J UFE OF FRKDERIC Ifc 163 



CHAPTER IX. 

Battle of Torgau— Saxony again (alls into the Hands of Frederic— Cam- 
paign of Prince Ferdinand— State of Frederic's Resources— Death of 
George the Second— Unpaid Subsidy— Operations during the Winter 
— Prince Ferdinand commences the Campaign of 1761— Junction of 
Laudon and Buttdrlin— The King of Prussia in the Camp of Buntzel- 
witi— Schweidnitz taken by Laudon— Treachery of the Baron de 
Warkotch— Siege of Colberg by the Russians— Campaign of the 
Swedes— Plot of Trenck* 

Frederic had passed the Elbe at Dessau o'i the 
86th of October, and had united his forces with those 
under the command of Prince Eugene of Wurtem- 
berg and General Hulsen. Proceeding onwards, he 
obliged the Prince of Deux-Ponts to a precipitate 
retreat, and regained possession of Leipsic. Daun, 
to arrest the king's progress, marched from Dresden 
to meet him, and placed himself at Torgau, in a camp 
on the hills of Siptitz, which had hitherto been con- 
sidered unattackable. Frederic, however, was nei- 
ther to be intimidated by the superior numbers of the 
Austrians nor by the strength of their position ; and 
he determined, in consequence, forthwith upon at- 
tacking them.* * 

The battle of Torgau, perhaps the bloodiest fought 
during the whole war, took place on the 3d of No 
vember.f The evening before, the king is said to 
have assembled his generals, and to have addressed 
them in the following terms : — " I have called you 
together, not to ask your advice, but to inform you 
that to-morrow I shall attack Marshal Daun. 1 am 
aware that he occupies a strong position ; but it is 
also one from which he cannot escape ; and if I beat 

* Mdller, Tableau des Gnerres de Frederic le Grand. 

♦ De la Monarchic Praasieone, par le Comte de Mlrabeaa. 
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him, all his army must be either taken prisoners or 
drowned in the Elbe, If, on the other hand, we are 
beaten, we must all perish; and I shall be the first 
to meet death. This war is become tedious, and 
you must all find it so : we will, if we can, finish it 
to-morrow. Ziethen, I confide to you the right wing 
of the army. Your object must be, in marching 
straight to Torgau, to cut off the retreat of the Aus- 
trian when I shall have beaten them, and driven 
them from the heights of Siptitz."* At the same 
time the King of Prussia delivered to the generals 
present a detailed account of the order of march and 
of battle to be observed on the following day, written 
with his own hand.f 

The Prussian army advanced on the morning of the 
third in three columns through the forest of Torgau. 
Ziethen, as has been before mentioned, commanded 
the right wing, while the king, at the head of the 
left, advanced to attack the Austrians on their right 
flank. In passing through the forest the Prussians 
met the Austrian general, St. Ignon, at the head of 
his regiment of dragoons, who were all taken pris- 
oners. Ziethen attacked the cavalry of Lacy, while 
Frederic, at the head of ten battalions of grenadiers, 
commenced the combat with Daun. That general, 
aware of the advantages of his position, had placed 
200 cannons on the slope of the hill ; the destructive 
fire of which obliged the Prussians to retire with 
incredible loss. Of the ten battalions who were led 
upon this occasion to the charge, there only remained 
alive the next day two small battalions of 300 men 
each. Fresh troops then came up, and made a fresh 
attack; and succeeded for the moment in gaining 
possession of the height, and in repulsing the Aus- 
trian infantry. But Daun did not suffer them long 
to enjoy this advantage ; with his corps of reserve 

* Recueil de Lettrw de 8. M. le Boi dePnuse, pour aenrlr a l'Hl* 
toire de la Guerre derniere. 
t Qrtmoard, Tableau de la Vie et du Repie de FojJeric la Grand. 
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and cuirassiers he drove them back into the forest. 
The Prussian cavalry then commenced a prolonged 
contest, in which, though at times successful, they 
were eventually worsted by numbers. 

Frederic, who seemed determined, as he had an- 
nounced, to conouer or die, redoubled his attacks, 
and ordered Ziethen to approach and support him ; 
but the latter was too much occupied in a doubtful 
combat with Lacy to be of much service to his mas- 
ter. At four o'clock in the afternoon, the Prussians 
had not succeeded in gaining a foot of ground, 
though they had lost great numbers of men. The 
king and Daun were both wounded,— the former in 
the breast, the latter in the leg.* Both armies were 
fatigued, and had exhausted their ammunition ; and 
nothing seemed to remain to the Prussians but a dis- 
astrous retreat Daun felt so certain of x this result 
that he actually despatched a letter to the empress- 
queen which contained these words: — "The just 
arms of your imperial majesty have to-day gained a 
complete victory over the King of Prussia."! 

At this moment, however, some of the Prussian 
soldiers, before the night finally closed in, discovered 
a sort of causeway between two ponds leading to the 
hill, which the Austrians had neglected to guard. 
Colonel Mdllendorf,t with part of the troops of Zie- 
then, passed it unobserved in the twilight; while 
General Saldern followed him with the infantry. 
The height behind Siptitz was taken by assault, and 
Ziethen and the king met victorious on the field of 
battle. Lacy made some vain attempts to regain his 
position, but the darkness of the night threw his sol- 
diers into disorder, and prevented his offering any 
effectual resistance.^ 

* Arehenholz, Hiatolre de la Guerre de Sept An*.— MOIler, Tableau 
tea Guerres de Frederic le Grand* 

t Vie de Frederic IL 

i Afterward a neld-marehal, governor of Berlin, and one of toe moat 
esteemed of the Proaaian generals. 

ftGrimoain\TaWeaad^laVtoetdaRefnedeFrederiel«GraJid. 
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' The two armies passed the night under arms, and 
▼erynear to one another; so much so that many 
soldiers on both sides were taken who missed theii 
way and fell among detachments of their enemies. 
A similar fate might even haVe befallen Frederic •, 
for he relates himself that in going to the village of 
Neiden his escort heard the trampling of men and 
horses. On asking who they were, they received 
for answer, Austrian*. The Prussians upon this fell 
upon them suddenly and took them prisoners ; and 
they then found out that they were a whole regiment 
of pandours with two cannons, who had lost their 
way.* Going a little further, they in like manner 
stumbled upon a regiment of Austrian carabineers, 
whom they charged and put to flight, f 

The King of Prussia occupied part of the night in 
sitting by a fire with his soldiers, conversing with 
them. One of the grenadiers upon this occasion 
said familiarly to him, " I suppose, Fritz, after this 
you will give us good winter-quarters." — a Not till 
we have taken Dresden," replied Frederic ; " when 
that is done, you shall have them to your heart's 
content." An inferior officer, who had distinguished 
himself much in the battle, and who had had his 
right-hand shot off, was brought to the king. Fred- 
eric commended him, and then asked him what rec- 
ompense he should give him for the loss of his right- 
hand. " Sire," answered the wounded man, " only 
permit me to serve you with my left." Frederic 
was so much struck with the reply that he imme- 
diately promoted him. The king afterward retired 
into a village church, where he had his wound dressed, 
received the accounts of the state of the army, and 
gave his orders for the morrow. t 

The loss of the Prussians in the battle of Torgau 

* Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Aim, par Frederic XL 
t De la Monarchic Prnasienne, par le Comte de Mirabeav. 
iArcheiiholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Aas.—Towert'a 
wf Frederic m. 
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amounted to 10,500; of whom 3900 were killed, 5100 
wounded, and 1500 taken prisoners. The Austrians 
lost 17,000 ; of whom 3000 were killed, 6000 wounded, 
and 8000 taken prisoners. Among the latter were 
six generals and 216 officers. Fifty cannons and 
thirty standards fell into the hands of the Prussians. 
The Austrians, as usual, claimed the victory ; but 
that they did so without the slightest reason is evi- 
dent from the consequences of the battle. The first 
of these was the retreat of the Austrians beyond the 
Elbe during the night, from whence they fell back 
upon Dresden.* Frederic had expected the com- 
bat to be renewed the next day, and was agreeably 
surprised to find, when the morning dawned, that 
the enemy had decamped. Ziethen was sent in pur- 
suit of the flying army, and took a good many strag- 
glers prisoners.! 

The further consequences of the bloody battle of 
Torgau, the last during the war in which Frederic 
commanded in person, were still more important. 
From its having so greatly weakened both parties, 
it concluded the campaign; and all Saxony, with 
the exception of Dresden, fell into the hands of 
Frederick He was also enabled, while taking up 
his own winter-quarters at Leipsic, to send troops 
into Silesia, the March of Brandenburgh, and Pomera- 
nia ; and to drive the Austrians, the army of the em- 
pire, and the Swedes out of all those provinces 
while the Russians retired beyond the Vistula. Thus 
the King of Prussia, at the end of the campaign of 
1760, found himself, with the exception of the loss 
of the fortress of Glatz, in much the same situation 
he was in at the commencement of it.$ 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick 
against the French during this year, though not so 

* Mailer, Tableau dee Gaerree de Frederic le Grand. t Ibid. 

i Eeeai ear la Vie et le Refne de Frederic IL, par 1'AbW Denlna, 
$ Arctaentaolz, Hiatolre de la Guerre de Sept An«.— Recueil de Lettraa 
de 8. M. le Roide Pram, pour aenrira l'Hlatoirede la Guerre dernier*. 
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'brilliant a one as that of 1759, was marked by seve- 
ral actions, in which that general and his nephew, 
the hereditary Prince of Brunswick, distinguished 
themselves. The French entered upon the cam* 
paign with 130,000 men, of whom 100,000 were in- 
tended to actln Westphalia, and the remaining 
30,000 on the Rhine. Marshal Broglio, who was the 
French commander-in-chief, was much perplexed by 
the jealousies of the generals serving under him, 
which prevented his undertaking any very definite 
plan against the allies. Prince Ferdinand was anx- 
ious, without delay, to give battle to the French ; 
but his first attempt was not a successful one. The 
hereditary prince, who commanded the advanced 
guard, met the enemy near Corbach, and conceiving 
he had to do with a detachment only, attacked them. 
He soon found, however, that it was the main body 
of the French army ; and as Prince Ferdinand was 
not able to advance to his assistance in time, he was 
obliged to retreat (which he did with great ability), 
after a considerable loss. This happened on the 9th 
of July ; and on the 16th of the same month he was 
enabled to take his revenge upon the French, as he 
attacked a considerable corps of their army near 
Emsdorf, defeated it, and took 2000 prisoners, and 
all their cannons, baggage, and stores.* 

Ferdinand in the course -of the autumn also at* 
tacked 35,000 of the French troops who were posted 
near Warbourg, under the command of the Chevalier 
du Muy, put them to flight, killed 1500, and took 1600 
prisoners, and ten pieces of cannon. The circum- 
stance of there being no fortresses in Lower Saxony 
and Westphalia occasioned numerous skirmishes, 
with various results, which fatigued both parties. 
Towns and villages were taken and retaken. At 
length the great body of the French troops estab- 
lished themselves at Cassel, and Ferdinand employed 

* Archeotwrtu, Histoire del* Goerre de Sap* Jam 
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himself in cutting off their convoys, and intercepting 
their communications. Meanwhile the hereditary 
prince had been sent to Cleves to drive the French 
from thence, and, if possible, to carry the war into 
France. He passed the Rhine, and besieged Wesel. 
Broglio sent a detachment, commanded by the Mar- 
quis de Castries, against him, who defeated the 
nereditary prince, and obliged him to retreat beyond 
the Rhine. A second encounter took place at Bruy- 
nen, in which the hereditary prince, in his turn, gained 
the victory. Towards the conclusion of the cam- 
paign, Prince Ferdinand besieged Gdttingen, in which 
the Marshal Broglio had placed a strong garrison. He 
blockaded it for twenty days, at the end of which the 
garrison made so successful a sortie, that he was 
obliged to raise the siege, and to return to his occu- 
pation of observing the great French army encamped 
Tit Cassel. 

During the winter, Tottleben made frequent incur- 
sions into Pomerania ; but General Werner repulsed 
him successfully, and finally concluded a truce with 
the Russian commander till the month of May.* 

At this advanced period of the war, Frederic, in 
addition to the enormous disproportion which always 
existed between his forces and those of the formida- 
ble league which was banded together for his de- 
struction, had to encounter, in a very eminent degree, 
the difficulties arising from a want of recruits and of 
provisions. His losses in men had been excessive* 
It has been calculated that almost every regiment in 
his whole army was recruited to the amount of at 
least 3000 men each, during the course of the war 
we are now treating of. How these recruits were 
obtained it is still difficult to say ; but the activity 
and ability of Frederic himself appear to have over- 
come apparent impossibilities in procuring supplies oi 
men for his enfeebled army. Deserters, prisoners, 

* Muller Tableau dee Gaerres de Frederic Ie Grand 
YOL. II.— 
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peasants, were alike enrolled ; and even boys of the 
tenderest age were not exempt from the compulsory 
proceedings of the Prussian pressgangs. This was 
also the case with regard even to the officers, who 
were the sons of gentlemen.* The historian of the 
seven years 9 war, Archenhote, informs us that he 
himself was compelled to join in the campaign of 
1758 when he was not yet fourteen years old.t The 
other difficulty, that of obtaining provisions for troops 
stationed in the midst of provinces which had been 
many times devastated and laid waste, was not a 
less formidable one. The King of Prussia, however, 
even in this case, managed to vanquish the obstacles 
which stood in his way, and by dint of incredible ex- 
ertions, and a judicious expenditure of money, again 
to fin his magazines. The Prussians were, how- 
ever, so much exhausted by their previous labours, 
that the campaign of 1761 became necessarily, on 
their side, with the exception of partial encounters, 
one of defence. 

Another calamity occurred at this period of the 
war to Frederic, in the death of George the Second, 
King of England, who Expired on the 25th of Octo- 
ber, 1760. This prince had always hated his nephew, 
but he loved. his native electorate of Hanover ; and 
his government was directed by Pitt, who saw that 
the abasement of France was only to be obtained by 
a cordial support of the King of Prussia. Hence 
the subsidiary treaties which were continued from 
year to year, and the assistance, both moral and 
physical, afforded to the Prussian sovereign. But 
the new monarch, George the Third, was governed 
by an unpopular favourite, Lord Bute, who had risen 
to power from the obscurity to which a poor Scotch 
peer was then generally condemned, by the personal 
favour of the king's mother, the princess-dowager. 
He appears to have been a man ignorant of the bear 

* Ctmpagnes de Frederic II., pur M. de W. 

\ ArchenhMB, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept An*. 
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fogs of foreign policy, and undistinguished by states- 
manlike qualities. His object, from whatever cause 
proceeding, was to obtain peace, which he thought 
would be best effected by not supplying to the King 
of Prussia the means of continuing the war. Hence, 
though, in compliance with the wishes of the parlia- 
ment and of the nation, a fresh subsidiary treaty be- 
tween England and Prussia was entered into in De- 
cember, 1760, it was the last which was made be- 
tween the two countries ; and even the payment of 
part of the sum thus agreed to be given to Frederic 
was deferred, and finally, according to the foreign 
historians, eluded altogether.* 

The truth of this latter allegation is strongly con- 
firmed by many passages in the Mitchell papers now 
preserved in the British Museum,f although no con- 
tinued and detailed account of the transaction occurs 
in them. The same documents also show most 
clearly the general unfriendliness of England to 
Prussia from the moment that Lord Bute was in- 
trusted with the reins of government in the former 
kingdom. It appears from this correspondence that 
one of the plans of the British cabinet, in the begin- 
ning of 1762, was^o obtain the usual Prussian sub 
sidy from parliament, which, from the extreme popu 
larity of the King of Prussia in the country, they did 
not dare to omit ; but not to renew the subsidiary 
treaty with that monarch, which bound them down 
to time as to the payment of the money; thus 
leaving it entirely in their power to starve him into 
submission. " This expedient," writes Sir A. Mit- 
chell to Lord Bute, " they (i. e. the ministers of the 
King of Prussia in London) observe, leaves the king 
their master at the mercy of his ally, withfllt any 
consideration, in case of a separate peace between 
England and France, and cannot fail to render the 

* ArchenholK, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Aim. 
t Correspondence between Sir Andrew Mitchell, English minister at 
the coimorn^deri^ and the BritidigoTenniMn^ from 17M to 1709. MR 
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King of Prussia's enemies more obstinate and invet- 
erate, for they will consider him as entirely aban- 
doned by England."* 

Again, in another letter, in which Mitchell gives 
an account of an interview he had had with Count 
Finckenstein, one of the Prussian ministers, and in 
which he told the count, that the same sum was ta 
be demanded from parliament, by way of subsidy 
to Prussia, as in former years, but without a fresh 
treaty, he goes on to say, " To this the count ob- 
jected, that by not renewing the treaty, the king his 
master was left, in a manner, without an ally, de- 
pending solely upon the ancient treaties that sub- 
sisted between the two crowns before the war ; that 
this unexpected step could not fail to encourage the 
King of Prussia's enemies, and to confirm them in 
their aversion to hearken to any terms of accom- 
modation with him, whom they represent as aban- 
doned by England; that he, Count Finckenstein, 
could have wished the treaty to have been renewed, 
as it had been in former years, &c. &c." — "The 
count then observed, that by the method now 
adopted, no consideration whatever was given to the 
king his master, in case of a separate peace, and 
that he was left entirely at the mercy of the English 
ministers ; who, of late, seemed to vary very much 
in their opinions."! 

In a subsequent letter, addressed to Mr. Keith, 
then British envoy at Petersburg, Mitchell seems 
to agree in the view taken by Count Finckenstein 
of the /feelings of the English government towards 
Prussia at this juncture ; for he says, " I am sorry 
to find, that for some time past the king's ministers 
seem to have some jealousy of the King of Prussia : 

* Letter of Sir Andrew Mitchell to Lord Bute, dated Magdebnrgh, 
16th January, 1763. 

t Letter of Sir Andrew MiUhell to Lord Bate, dated Madgetnrfh, *k> 
iauuary, 1708. 
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the ground of it is, I own, unknown to me. w# Fi- 
nally, in a letter to Mr. George Grenville, he alludes 
more distinctly to the withholding of the subsidy, 
while giving an account of a conversation he had 
held with Finckenstein. Upon this occasion he says, 
** I set forth his majesty* s true motives for withholding 
in the present circumstances, the subsidy granted to his 
Prussian majesty informer years ; assuring the count* 
at the same time, that the king never had, nor has 
now, the least thought of abandoning the King of 
Prussia to his enemies, nor of deserting his alliance. 
All which Count Finckenstein promised faithfully to 
report to the king his master."! 

Prince Ferdinand Of Brunswick was the first 
general who took the field for the campaign of 1761. 
On the 11th of February, his army advanced in four 
columns, and attacked, on all sides, the French 
quarters near Cassel. His arrival and onset were 
so unexpected, that the French were speedily thrown 
into confusion, and compelled to fly. This advan- 
tage was followed by another, gained by the Prus- 
sian General Sybourg. He had been sent, with a 
corps of troops, to unite with the Hanoverian General 
Sporken, in order thus to cause a diversion in the 
forces of the enemy, which might be favourable to 
the designs of Prince Ferdinand. A body of French 
and Saxons, under the command of the Count de 
Stainville, endeavoured to prevent the junction, but 
were beaten by General Sybourg, who took 3000 
prisoners, four cannons, and six standards. The 
Hanoverians and Prussians, having united, advanced 
against the troops of the empire, commanded by 
General Clefeld ; and on the 3d of April took 1100 
prisoners, nine cannons, and five standards.}; 

. ♦ Letter of Sir Andrew Mitchell to Mr. Keith, dated Magdebargh, 3d 
April, 1703. 

f Letter from Sir Andrew Mitchell to the Right Hon. George Grea- 
Tttle, dated Breslav, I3th Jane, 1783. 

t Mailer, Tableau dee Guerree de Frederic 1* Grand.— HLrtotoe de to 
Gaarro de Sept Ana, par Frederic IL 
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Prince Ferdinand now placed Jiis army so as to 
carry on, at the same time, the sieges of Cassel, 
Marbourg, and Ziegenhayn; but the inexperience 
of his engineers, the want of ammunition, and the 
badness of the roads, which retarded the arrival of 
his supplies, occasioned his failing in these attempts* 
At the same time, the hereditary Prince of Bruns- 
wick, whose detachment had advanced towards 
Frankfort with a view of observing the French, 
was attacked by Broglio and the whole French 
army. Overcome by numbers, he was obliged to 
retreat with loss. Tiiis was followed by the defeat 
of the detachment of Prince Ferdinand's army 
which was occupied in the siege of Ziegenhayn; 
and under all the circumstances of the case, the 
prince deemed it advisable to raise the sieges he had 
undertaken, to evacuate the country of Hesse, and 
to retire into that of Hanover. This, however, 
he effected with so much skill, that Marshal Broglio 
did not venture to follow him. 

After these events, the hostile armies remained 
tranquil till the month of July, when the Prince of 
Soubise, arriving to the assistance of Broglio, with 
great reinforcements, encouraged the latter general 
to march against the combined army of English and 
Hanoverians. Ferdinand, perceiving the design of 
the French generals to attack him, posted himself in 
the intrenched camp of Hohenower.* On the 15th 
of July Marshal Broglio endeavoured to drive him 
from his position. For five hours the French armj 
exposed itself with great bravery to the deadly 
fire of the Hanoverians, but without gaining a foot 
of ground in advance. At length, a judicious move- 
ment on the part of Prince Ferdinand threw them 
into complete disorder, and they fled, leaving behind 
them their killed and wounded, and several pieeea 

* Arehenholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— Htaloira da hi 
Guerre de Sept ana, par Frederic JEL 
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of cannon. The loss of the French upon this oc- 
casion amounted to 5000 men ; that of the allies only 
to 300 killed, and 1000 wounded.* A few days after 
this victory, the joy of Prince Ferdinand was damped 
by the loss of his nephew, Prince Albert Henry of 
Brunswick, who was killed in a skirmish. 

In spite of the success in arms of Prince Ferdi- 
nand, he would have found himself in a very dan- 
gerous position at this moment, in consequence of 
the excessive superiority of the French forces, had 
it not been for the jealousies which existed between 
the two generals Soubise and Broglio. These at 
length became so great that they divided their army 
and marched different ways. The Prince of Soubise 
passing the River Rohr; and the Marshal Broglio 
marching towards Cassel. From thence the latter 
proposed to advance into Hanover. Ferdinand, who 
had also been obliged to divide his army into two 
parts, in order to observe the two divisions of the 
French troops, was not strong enough to prevent 
Broglio, by force, from entering Hanover ; and he 
had therefore recourse to a stratagem. He marched 
into Hesse, and thereby cut off the communication 
of the French with that country. Broglio, as his 
able enemy had expected, grew frightened, and re-* 
treated. 

Meanwhile, the hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
had prevented the Prince of Soubise from besieging 
Munster, and had himself destroyed many of his 
magazines. Thus checked, the French had nothing 
to do but to occupy themselves with devastating 
the countries they were in possession of, which 
they did in the most cruel manner. They took some 
towns in the duchy of Brunswick, and plundered 
them ; but were obliged afterward, by the heredi- 
tary prince, to give them up ; and, having also failed 
in an attempt upon the imperial town of Bremen, 

* Archenholz, Histolre de la Guerre de Sept Ana, 
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they finally took up their winter-quarters, — Broglio 
at Cassel, and Soubise in the district called the 
Lower Rhine. Prince Ferdinand, who, during the 
autumn, had besieged Gdttingen without success, 
established his winter-quarters in Westphalia. 

In the course of the month of April General 
Laudon, at the head of an Austrian army, penetrated 
into Silesia, and obliged General Golz, who com- 
manded there with a small body of troops, to retire 
under the walls of Schweidnitz. As soon as the 
news of these movements reached the King of 
Prussia, he assembled his army near Meissen, dele- 
gated the command of it to his brother Prince 
Henry, and then, with a detachment passed the 
Elbe himself, near Strehlen, and hastened to the 
assistance o£ Golz. The approach of Frederic - 
obliged Laudon to retire into Bohemia, and to wait 
there for the co-operation of the Russians, who 
were advancing in several columns towards the fron- 
tiers of Silesia under the command of Field-Marshal 
Butterlin ; while another Russian army, headed by 
General Romanzow, entered PomeranLa, and, sup- 
ported by the Swedes, obliged General Werner and 
Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg to retire into an in- 
trenched camp near Colberg.* 

Laudon and Butterlin made various attempts to 
effect a junction of their respective armies, but were 
for some time prevented by the skilful and masterly 
movements of the King of Prussia; though his 
forces consisted only of 50,000 men, while those of 
Austria amounted to 60,000, and those, of Russia 
to 70,000 men.f At length, however, Butterlin, 
having bombarded Breslau, succeeded in passing the 
Oder, and in joining Laudon near Striegau on the 
12th of August. * They now thought the escape of 
the Prussians from their united and enormous forces 
impossible; but Frederic, as usual, baffled their 

* Mailer, Tableau dee Guerree de Frederic le Grand, 
t Artbenholx, Histotre do la Guerre de Sept Am. 
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hopes. Unwilling to trust himself in the open 
country, under such a disadvantage in numbers, he 
took possession of the camp of Buntzelwitz, and 
intrenched himself so judiciously, that the allied 
army was unable to attack him.* 

This celebrated camp is thus described by a con- 
temporary historian, who was himself at the time an 
officer in the Prussian service : — " This great work 
bore the impress of the king's genius upon it. It 
was constructed with a degree of skill, as well as of 
rapidity, of which there has been no example in any 
of the wars of modern times. The centre of the camp 
was at the distance of a German mile from Schweid- 
nitz. The space in which the infantry was placed was 
defended by a chain of intrenchments with ditches, 
which were joined together by four-and-twenty great 
batteries. Before these intrenchments were placed 
palisadoes and chevaux-de-frises, and three rows of 
trenches, each six feet deep. Each battery had two 
mines near it, which could be fired without difficulty 
by means of communications with the battery. The 
king had taken from Schweidnitz 150 pieces of can- 
non totgarnish these batteries. The camp of Bunt- 
zelwitz, in this state, resembled a real fortress, and 
was entirely unattackable. If the nature of the for- 
tifications was extraordinary, the promptitude with 
which they were constructed was still more so. 
These vast works were completed in three days and 
three nights. On the left wing, at the extreme 
point of the intrenchments, were placed, in a flat 
spot, ninety squadrons of cavalry."t 

That which the King of Prussia had anticipated 
soon came to pass ; the .allied army blockaded his 
camp ; but they were prevented from continuing in 
the position they had taken, for a sufficient length 
of time to effect their purpose, by the want of pro- 
visions. The country round them was exhausted, 

* BfOUer, Tableau dee Gaerraji de Frederic la Grand, 
f AwbennoU, Hiftotiv de la Guerre de Sept .* 
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and famine began to appear in their camp. At this 
moment they learned that General Platen, whom 
the King of Prussia had sent, at the head of 7000 
men, to harass their rear and cut off their supplies, 
had succeeded in capturing a convoy, consisting of 
6000 provision-wagons, that he had beaten the 
escort accompanying it, and taken 1900 prisoners, 
and had also destroyed three of the largest magazines 
of the Russians on the borders of Poland. This 
intelligence determined the Austrian and Russian 
generals upon raising the blockade of the camp of 
Buntzelwitz, and separating their troops. Butterlin 
marched into Pomerania, to assist in the siege of 
Colberg, leaving Czernichef, with a detachment of 
20,000 Russians, at the orders of Laudon, who re- 
tired to an intrenched camp near Fribourg. The 
retreat of the allied army, which took place on the 
13th of September, diffused a general joy through 
the Prussian camp. The Prussian soldiers had 
suffered much in their intrenchmenU from the 
fatigues they were obliged to undergo, in order to 
be always prepared for any attack that might be 
made upon them by the enemy. It is true they were 
encouraged in their labours, by seeing them equally 
endured by their sovereign ; but the great heat of 
the weather occasioned diseases in the camp, which, 
joined to the want of all provisions except bread, 
rendered the condition of the soldiers sufficiently 
grievous. They therefore received the news of the 
departure of the Austrians and Russians as they 
would have done that of a victory.* 

Frederic remained one fortnight in his position al 
Buntzelwitz, after he was delivered from his ene- 
mies; and then, with a view of deceiving Laudon, 
and drawing him from his camp, he marched towards 
Upper Silesia, and thereby placed himself at the dis- 
tance of two days' journey from Schweidnitz. No 

* Archeoholi, Histoire de 1* Qoane de Sept Ana 
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sooner was Laudon made aware of the king's de- 
parture than, instead of following him, he deter- 
mined to take advantage of his absence, to make an 
attack upon the important fortress of Schweidnitz. 
He therefore sent General Draskowitz with a de- 
tachment to observe the movements of the Prus- 
sians ; and then, with the rest of his army, made, by 
night, a general assault upon Schweidnitz. The 
governor, General Zastrow, though taken by sur- 
prise, made all the preparations he was able for the 
purpose of defending himself; but, though he did so 
with great bravery, his garrison was too feeble to 
make a long resistance. He had not even a suffi- 
cient number of cannoniers to fire the artillery. 
After a bloody combat of three hours, the works 
were all in the possession of the assailants* and 3300 
Prussians were made prisoners.* 

The Russians, of whom a detachment were united 
with the army of Laudon, and who had been made 
drunk with brandy by their commanders, rushed on 
to the assault with a reckless impetuosity. They 
suddenly and unexpectedly found themselves on the 
orink of a fosse full of water, of the existence of 
which they were not previously aware ; but even 
this could not arrest their progress. The foremost 
ranks were pushed into the ditch and drowned, and 
their comrades made, their dead bodies a bridge, over 
which they passed into the town, carrying desolation 
with them, and crying out at the same time, " We 
give no quarter !"f Schweidnitz was taken by the 
earliest dawn on the 1st of October. Blamo appears 
to have attached to Zastrow for not having antici- 
pated an attack ; so little had he done so, that he was 
at a ball, when he first heard of . the approach of the 

Austrians.J 

This unlooked-for disaster deranged the plan for 
the rest of the campaign, which the King of Prussia 

* MUller, Tableau dee Guerres de Frederic le Grand. 
t An&enholz, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
t Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic TJ. 
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had intended to carry into effect. He was obliged 
only to think of preserving as many fortresses and 
as much territory as the immense superiority of his 
enemies in point of numbers permitted. He there* 
fore established himself in a camp near Strehlen, and 
strengthened the garrisons of Neisse, Brieg, Cosel, 
Breslau, and Glogau. On the other hand, the Aus- 
trians were enabled, for the first time since the com- 
mencement of the war, to take up their winter- 
quarters in Silesia.^ 

While the King of Prussia was encamped under 
the walls of Strehlen, he narrowly escaped being 
betrayed into the hands of the Austrians. The 
traitor who* lent himself to this base enterprise was 
the Baron de 1 Warkotsch, a Silesian gentleman whose 
estates were situated near Strehlen. He had come 
to the king's head-quarters, and was received by him 
with much kindness. This did not, however, deter 
Warkotsch from his infamous design, but rather en 
couraged him to it ; as it enabled him to observe how 
negligent Frederic was of precautions for his own 
security, and how few soldiers formed his ordinary 
guard. He communicated his intention to the Aus 
trian commanders,' who' caught at . it eagerly, and 
promised him a donation of 100,000 crowns as a 
recompense. A priest, named Schmidt, was also in 
the plot ; and the plan arranged was, that the King 
of Prussia should be carried off during the night 
through a wood which was close to his quarters, and 
which also led to those of Laudon. The executors 
of this abduction were to be a troop of Austrian 
hussars, commanded by a determined leader. The 
detail ' of the plan was arranged by letters, which 
passed between Warkotsch and Schmidt. The ser- 
vant who carried them became, at length, from the 
frequency of the correspondence, suspicious respect- 
ing its object. He opened a letter, which contained 

* HiftolredelaGiierredoSept An».parFrwJorion. 
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sufficient details to explain to him what was medi- 
tated, and, struck with horror, carried it forthwith 
to Frederic, who thus escaped one of the greatest 
dangers he had ever encountered. Warkotsch and 
Schmidt made their escape out of a window, just as 
they were on the point of being arrested. War- 
kotsch's . property was confiscated; and' the two 
traitors were executed in effigy. When the sentence 
for this ceremony was brought to Frederic to sign, he 
said, " I consent to it ; for 1 suppose the copies are 
worth as little as the originals."* Shortly after this 
occurrence, the King of Prussia placed his troops in 
winter-quarters along the course of the Oder from 
Brieg to Glogau, and established his own head-quar- 
ters at Breslau. 

The only other remarkable event of the campaign 
of 1761 which remains to be related is the siege of 
Colberg, a fortress in Pomerania, situated on the 
shores of the Baltic, which was blockaded by the 
Russians, under the command of Romanzow. Early 
in the month of September, the Russians began their 
attacks; but Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg had 
posted himself so judiciously, that for a considerable 
time the Russians obtained no advantage. They 
were, however, more fortunate in taking General 
Werner and the detachment he commanded pris- 
oners. In the beginning of the month of October, 
General Platen arrived with a reinforcem&it art ^he 
camp of the Prince of Wurtemberg *f>ut, on the 
other hand, a large body of troops, under the com- 
mand of the Prince Dolgoroucki, joined themselves 
to the army of Romanzow. The evolutions of both 
parties, — on the side of the Russians to form the 
siege of Colberg regularly, and on that of the Prus- 
sians to prevent their effecting this, continued for 
some time without much success to either ; but were 
peculiarly honourable to the skill and valour of 'the 

* Archenholz, Histoire do Ia Guerre de Sept Ana. 
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Prussians, who, with greatly inferior forces, kept at 
bay the vast armies of their assailants. 

At length the Prussians became so much weak- 
ened by their losses of men in various partial en* 
counters, that their enemies were enabled to cut off 
their communication with Colberg, and to prevent 
their sending provisions into the place.* They then 
attacked the tqwn, and summoned it to surrender. 
The officer who was sent on this errand was re- 
ceived by the commander; Heyden, in the presence 
of several soldiers of the garrison. " Comrades," 
said Heyden, " we are summoned to surrender; what 
think you of it?" — "Do not do any such thing, 
colonel," replied those "appealed to ; " let us defend 
ourselves as long as either powder or bread remains 
to us." Heyden immediately sent the officer back 
with this answer. About the middle of November, 
Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg endeavoured to re- 
store his communications with Colberg, and to throw 
provisions and succours into the place ; but the Rus- • 
sians, who received constantly fresh reinforcements, 
were too numerous for him to dare to attack them, 
and he was obliged to* retire, with difficulty, to Star- 
gard. Frederic also sent provisions and reinforce- 
ments to Colberg, but fioile were ever able to reach 
it; and while thus famine was beginning to be felt 
severely in the town, the besieging army was amply 
supplied with provisions by the fleet, which block- 
aded the fortress by sea. 

Heyden, however, still defended himself; and 
taking advantage of the severity of the season, he 
poured water on the walls, which freezing, rendered 
them sufficiently slippery to prevent any successful 
attempt at scaling them.f As long as the bread, ' 
doled out as it was at the rate of one pound per day 
to each soldier, lasted, the brave Heyden defended 
himself successfully. At length it failed him, and 
he was then reluctantly obliged, on the 16th of De- 

* Mailer, Tableau des Querns de Frederic le Grand. 
t Vie de Frederic n. 
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cember, to open the gates to the Russians ; who were 
enabled by tnis conquest, for the first time, to take 
up their winter-quarters in Pomerania and the New 
March of Brandenburgh. 

The troops of Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg 
were at this time in the duchy of Mecklenburg ; and 
those of General Platen and of Prince Henry of 
Prussia in Saxony. The latter had made head suc- 
cessfully in that country, though keeping himself 
always on the defensive during the whole campaign, 
against the Austrian army of Marshal Daun, tnat of 
the empire, commanded by Generals Serbelloni and 
Stolberg, and that of the Saxons, who had their 
own prince Albert as their leader.* 

The campaign of the Swedes against the Prussians 
was not marked, during this year, with any import- 
ant events; though several partial and undecisive 
skirmishes had taken place between Ehrenschwerd, 
the general of the former, and Generals Stutterheim 
and Belling, who conducted the latter. About this 
time a plot was discovered for betraying the im- 
portant fortress of Magdeburg to the Austrians. 
Magdeburg was, in fact, the citadel of the Prussian 
monarchy, and its fall must have entailed upon 
Frederic the most disastrous consequences; and 
indeed, would probably have obliged him to end the 
war at once, and on whatever terms his ruthless ene- 
mies might think proper to grant to him. In it were 
deposited the public archives, the king's treasure, 
and a vast property belonging to individuals, which 
had been collected there for safety, from aft the sur- 
rounding country. It was, besides, the spot where 
the magazines, both for provisions and ammunition 
for the different Prussian armies, were preserved. 
Nothing could have been more fatal to the king than 
its loss.f 

* Mflller, Tableau dee Guerree de Frederic le Grand.— Etwai ear le 
Vie et le Regne de Frederic IL, par l'Abbo Denina.— ArcbeoboU, IUe 
toire de la Goerro de Sept Ana. 
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The project was due to Frederic Baron lYenck, 
whose unhappy history has been related in a pre- 
vious part of this work, and who was at this time 
loaded with chains, and confined in a solitary dun- 
geon under the fortifications of the town. By the 
aid of money, which he obtained from his friends ai 
Vienna and Berlin, and by means of his own indefa- 
tigable activity, he had established communications 
with some Austrian officers who were prisoners of 
war ; and had prepared for his own escape by under- 
mining the fortifications. The plan intended to be 
executed was, to release the Austrian prisonersi 
amounting to 16,000 men, and with their aid to mas* 
ter the garrison, then consisting only of about 901 
men ; a few of whom, even including some officers, 
were friendly to Trenck. The discovery of this for- 
midable conspiracy was due to the treachery of some 
of the persons at Vienna, with wfiom Trenck com- 
municated, who sent his correspondence to the King 
of Prussia.f Magdeburg was thus saved ; and Trenck 
was watched with greater vigilance than ever. 



CHAPTER X. 

Death of the Empress of Russia— The new Emperor assists Frederic- 
Alliance between Prussia and the Khan of the Tartars— Unfriendly 
Dispositions of the English Government to Frederic— Peace between 
Prussia and Sweden— Operations of the Different Armies— Murder of 
the Emperor of Russia— Combat of Relchenbach— Frederic retakes 
Schweidnit^-Battle of Frey berg— Campaign of Prince Ferdinand- 
Further Successes of the Prussians— Peace of Hubertsbourg— Re- 
flections on the Seven Years' War. 

The year 1762 commenced with an event so fa- 
vourable to Prussia, that it may be considered as a 
complete compensation, not only for the loss of 
Schweidnitz and Colberg, but also for the state of 

* Memoir** de Frederic Baron de Trenck- 
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exhaustion in every way to which the Prussian 
monarchy was reduced. On the 8th of January, 
1762, died the implacable enemy of Frederic, Eliza- 
beth Empress of Russia.* She had been originally 
made personally hostile to him, from some sarcasms 
with regard to her morals and habits of life, which 
the King of Prussia had imprudently ventured upon ; 
as well as from the notion, perhaps not unfounded, 
that he had been aware of certain plots against her 
crown, which had been discovered in her own court : 
and these feelings were fostered and augmented by 
her successive lovers and ministers, who were gained 
by the money of the court of Vienna. Her nephew 
and successor, the unfortunate Peter the Third, dif- 
fered entirely from her with regard to the King of 
Prussia, of whom he was the warmest admirer and 
most sedulous imitator. The dying empress, aware 
of the disposition of her nephew, exacted a solemn 
promise from the senate, that they would continue 
the war, and never conclude it without the concur- 
rence of the other aflies.f 

Like other sovereigns, though, who have endeav- 
oured to perpetuate their sway beyond the term of 
their natural lives, her 'orders, from the moment her 
eyes were closed, were disregarded. One of the 
first acts of the reign of Peter was to communicate 
to Frederic assurances of his friendship ; which he 
did through the channel of the Count de Hordt, a 
Swedish officer in the Prussian service, who had 
been taken prisoner by the Russians about two years 

Previously, and who, during the reign of Elizabeth* 
ad been treated in his confinement with great rig- 

* Elizabeth had inherited from her father, Peter the Great, the talent 
ef government ; and ehe wae aleo diotingniahcd for a quality which he 
did not poeeeee, that of clemency. Her reign wae marked by atneHora- 
none and improvement* of various kinds, and of great importance to the 
beet interest* of Russia. 

t Arcbenholx. Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— Art de verifef 
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our.* Peter, upon his accession, released him, (as 
he did also all the other Prussian prisoners in his 
dominions), loaded him with favours, and employed 
him to transmit to his master his own enthusiastic 
expressions of devotion and admiration. This was 
followed by more solid advantages. A suspension 
of arms between the Russians and Prussians was 
agreed to; and soon afterward a treaty of alliance 
was concluded. At the same time, an intimate cor- 
respondence was carried on between the two sove- 
reigns ; and Peter even became the colonel of a regi- 
ment in his Prussian majesty's service, and con* 
stantly wore the uniform of it, to the great dissatis- 
faction of his own subjects. lie was also accus- 
tomed to kiss the portrait of the King of Prussia, 
calling him his friend, and his master; while he 
never failed to praise him extravagantly upon all 
occasions.! 

Early in the spring the Russian auxiliaries, com- 
manded by Czernichef, who, to the number of 20,000 
men, were united with the Austrian army of Laudon, 
received orders to withdraw themselves from him, 
to march into Poland, and finally to join themselves 
to the King of Prussia, and to act under his. orders. 
At the same .time, the Russian troops evacuated 
Prussia, Pomeranla, and the New March of Bran- 
denburgh, and gave up Colberg. This change from 
hostility to friendship was so sudden, and appeared 
so marvellous, that the Austrian officers who were 
prisoners at Breslau, and who witnessed it, without 
being aware of the causes which led to it, were for 
some time skeptical as to its reality. 'When they 
saw Czernichef and other Russian generals arrive in 
that city to attend the «ourt of the King of Prussia, 
they imagined that they were in reality Prussiar 

* Memoires du Comte de Horde 
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Officers, who had been dressed up in Russian uni- 
forms and orders, to induce a belief in the friendly 
dispositions of Russia.* 

Shortly before the favourable change in the Prus- 
sian relations with Russia took place Frederic, who, 
in his perilous situation, caught at any hope of as- 
sistance, however uncertain, had contracted an alli- 
ance with the Khan of the Tartars. That barbarian 
ruler agreed, upon condition of receiving a certain 
subsidy, to make an irruption into Russia. Subse- 
quent events prevented his being called upon to per- 
form his promise. Frederic was also in negotiation 
with the Grand Seignior, with the view of inducing 
him to cause a diversion, by attacking the Austrian 
provinces- which border the Turkish empire. He 
was so far successful, that the Ottoman government 
assembled a large army on the frontiers near Bel- 
grade; which, although it abstained from active, 
hostilities, gave great anxieties to the imperial 

courtf 

On the other hand, the disposition of the English 
government became every day less friendly to Prus- 
sia. Pitt, disgusted at the influence and policy of 
Lord Bute, hall thrown up his office. Lord Bute, 
whose object was to obtain peace upon any terms, 
was anxious with this view, as has been already 
mentioned, to crush the King of Prussia. He there- 
fore commenced negotiations with the several 
courts ; but his manner of conducting them at once 
showed his ignorance and his incapacity. He 
charged the Prince Gallitzin, the Russian ambas- 
sador in England, to inform the emperor that what- 
ever portions of the Prussian territories he might 
wish for, he would take care to obtain far him, pro- 
vided he would still allow his troops to act with the 
Austrian?.^ Peter was so indignant at this propo- 
sition, that he immediately sent the despatch con* 

* Archetiholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ans. 
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tabling It to the King of Prussia.* To the court oi 
Vienna, Lord Bute proposed to make a peace with 
England, from which Prussia was to be excluded. 
At the same time he offered to guaranty to the 
empress queen whichever of the Prussian provinces 
it would be most agreeable to her to become pos- 
sessed of. To his surprise, this proposition was 
also coldly received, and dryly declined ; for Kau- 
nitz the imperial minister fancied, that the object 
of Lord Bute was to cause a quarrel between the 
court of Vienna and that of Versailles. A t the same 

* In the Mitchell Papers, in the British Museum, to the following en- 
- rious letter from Sir A. Mitchell to Lord Bute, upon this subject : — 

" Private and confidential. 

" My Lord, Breslau, 3d May, 1761. 

"Two days after I had my audience of the King of Prussia, Count 
Finckenstein came to me, and told me he bad the king his master's per- 
mission to communicate to me something of importance, by way of 
private confidence., which, however, must remain a secret. I answered, 
I was much obliged to his Prussian majesty ; that he might assure him 
I should make no bad use of any thing he was pleased to trust me with. 
The count then read to me a paper, which contained an account of a 
conversation your lordship was supposed to' have had with Prince Gal- 
litzin, just after the news of the late Empress of Russia's death, and at 
the time Mr. Wraughron was named as resident, which conversation 
Prince Gallitzin is supposed to have communicated to an intimate friend 
of bis under the seal of secrecy. Lord Bute told Prince Gallitzin Mr. 
Wraughton was sent to Russia with instructions for him and Mr. Keith 
to cultivate and extend the friendship between the two courts, &c. ; thai 
one of his instructions was, to persuade the emperor to concur In making: 
a general peace ; and for that end it was hoped the czar would not with- 
draw his troops from the Prussian territories, as Lord Bute eould not 
persuade himself that the emperor would prefer the alliance with the 
King of Prussia to the natural alliance with the House of Austria; that 
by not withdrawing the troops, the King of Prussia would be under the 
necessity of making considerable cessions to the House of Austria ; that 
it was not the intention of England to make eternal war to please the 
King of Prussia ; that England wanted lust to save him, but wished that 
prince could be brought to make considerable cessions ; that about six 
weeks ago Mr. Mitchell had been wrote to to sound the Prussian minis- 
ters at Magdeburgb what cessions might be expected, and that no an- 
swer was yet received, nor did Lord Bute believe It would be a favour- 
able one," Jfce. 

******* 

" I have only to add, that I am informed his Prussian majesty, upoa> 
first receiving this intelligence, was almost furious, and to this moment 
cannot talk with temper upon the subject. I am, Ac. 

" Airnejcw Mitchell. 

u The Earl of Bute." 
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time, the Austrian pride was insulted by the propo- 
sal ; and the answer given to the British advances 
was, that the empress queen was sufficiently power- 
ful to enforce for herself her own pretensions. A 
negotiation was also opened between England and 
the court of France. M. de Bussy came to England 
to conduct it ; while Mr. Hans Stanley was sent to 
Paris with similar instructions. 

The peace between Russia and Sweden was fol- 
lowed by one concluded between Prussia and 
Sweden ; and this change in the circumstances of 
Frederic obliged his enemies, at the commencement 
of the campaign, to take a lesson from his conduct 
during the preceding one, and to act on the de- 
fensive.* 

In the month of May, Frederic assembled his 
troops in the camp of Betlern. His nephew, the 
young Prince Frederic William, who eventually suc- 
ceeded him on the throne, made this year his first 
campaign, under the eye of his heroic uncle. Prince 
Henry, who was posted in Saxony, having united 
his forces with those commanded by General Belling 
(who, after the cessation of hostilities by the Swedes, 
had been enabled to leave the territory of Meckleri* 
burgh), advanced, and by a very skilful movement 
prevented the union of the Austrians with the army 
of the empire, commanded by Serbelloni. In the 
course of his manoeuvres he attacked Serbelloni, 
took 1500 prisoners and three cannons, and then es- 
tablished himself near Freyberg. Serbelloni, anx- 
ious to retrieve his credit, shortly afterward at- 
tacked the advanced guard of the prince's army; 
but was repulsed, with the loss of 1000 men.f Early 
in the month of June, the King of Prussia, having 
united to his own forces those of the Russians com- 
manded by Gzernichef, as well as the detachments 
commanded by Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg and 

* Mtttar, Tableau dee Ouerrw do Frederic le Grand, 
t J»ie\— Arcbeaaol*. Hlttoir* de la Guerre de 8ep4 Awk 
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the Duke of Bevern (which had arrived from Meek- 
lenburgh and Pomerania), marched towards Schweid- 
nitz, and succeeded in dislodging Daun from an 
almost impregnable position near Burkersdorf. On 
this occasion the Austrians lost 1400 men killed, 
and 600 taken prisoners, and fourteen cannons ; and 
Daun was obliged to retire among the mountains as 
far as Tannhausen.* 

This last exploit was performed at the moment 
when Frederic had just been informed of the revolu- 
tion so fatal to the Prussian interests which had 
taken place in Russia. Peter the Third, who had 
given notice of his intention of even marching in 
person to assist in the campaign of the King of 
Prussia, was dethroned on the 9th of July, and his 
wife Catherine declared Empress of Russia. The 
military and the church had united in this conspiracy 
against their sovereign, whose innovations had dis- 
gusted them.f The Empress Catherine, on the 
other hand, had acquired great popularity.; and the 
hatred of the people and of the nobles against Peter 
was increased by his bad treatment of her. For 
some time she bore his conduct with patience ; but 
at length his threats of repudiating her, and shutting 
her up in a monastery, and even setting aside her 
son from the succession, obliged her to join with 
the conspirators ; and the revolution was consum- 
mated by the murder of the unhappy monarch. 
Catherine immediately sent orders to Czernichef to 
separate his troops from those of Prussia, and to 
march them into Poland; and her first intention 
was to resume hostilities against the Prussian sove- 
reign.^ 

It was during the three days' delay which were 
afforded to Czernichef to quit the Prussian army, 
that Frederic made the successful attack upon the 

* Mflller, Tableau des Guerres de Frederic le Grand. 
t Rnlniere, Hisfoire de la Resolution de Russia 
t ArchonhoU, Histoire de la Quern de Sept Ana. 



1762.] mfb of imsDBSio n. 191 

Austrians, which hits jast been mentioned. .'"These 
three days," as he observes himself, in giving an ac- 
count of his plan, " were most precious ; and it be- 
came necessary to profit by them, in order to strike 
some decisive blow. The presence of the Russians 
frightened the Austrians, who were, besides, igno- 
rant of the revolution which had taken place. It 
was absolutely necessary to retake Schweidnitz, or 
to be contented with no other quarters than those 
which had been occupied along the Oder during last 
year. If this campaign elapsed without any suc- 
cess being obtained, the efforts which had been 
made to reconquer the half of Silesia would prove 
of no use, and all hope of peace would vanish. 
These reasons determined the king to give some- 
thing to chance ; and he acted with greater boldness 
and temerity than he would ha^e hazarded in more 
favourable conjunctures."* 

The Russians were convinced that the innova- 
tions attempted by Peter the Third, which had ex- 
cited such general dissatisfaction, were suggested 
to him by his Prussian mentor; and the latter was 
therefore most unpopular throughout the empire. 
The new empress at first gave way to the general 
feeling ; sent the orders to her general, which have 
been before related ; and declared Frederic, in her 
manifesto, " the most dangerous enemy of Russia." 
Hardly, however, had this condemnation of the King 
of Prussia been published when Catherine had an 
opportunity of reading the correspondence of Fred- 
eric with her late husband, which was found among 
his papers. She then discovered, not only that 
Frederic gave his imperial ally the wisest and best 
advice upon public matters, and that he blamed the 
changes executed by Peter against the wishes of 
his subjects, but that he had also counselled the 
omperor to behave well to herself; and had con* 

* Hlstoire deU Guerre de Sept An*, par Fredariell 



19% uro or FSSDSRic n. [1763. 

jured hip, even if he could not show her tenderness, 
to treat her with the respect and attention which 
was doe to her situation. Catherine, it is said, was 
moved even to tears at this discovery. She showed 
the letters to the principal persons of her court* 
who all allowed the injustice of their previous 
opinions against the Prussian sovereign.* She in 
consequence determined upon maintaining the treaty 
existing with that monarch; but her troops were, 
nevertheless, withdrawn from the Prussian army; 
and she resolved to remain, as far as concerned 
active warfare, in a state of neutrality : not wishing, 
at so early a period of her rule, to involve herself in 
hostilities with Austria.! 

The next event of importance in the campaign 
was the combat of Reichenbach, between the Aus- 
trians and the Prussians, which took place on the 
16th of August. Daun, who was intent upon saving 
Schweidnitz, thought he had found an opportunity 
for destroying the detachment commanded by the 
Duke of Bevern, which was placed in a separate 
position from the rest of the Prussian army. Such 
an event would entirely have deranged Frederic's 
plans for the campaign. Daun sent the Generals 
Lacy, Beck, O'Donnell, and St. Ignon with separate 
corps, to attack the Duke of Bevern on all sides at 
once. The duke received the onsets of these vari- 
ous enemies with skill and firmness; but their num- 
bers were so preponderating that he was upon the 
point of giving way, when an unexpected reinforce- 
ment changed the face of affairs. Frederic, who 
had divined the intentions of Daun before they were 
executed, had sent the Prince of Wurtemberg with 
the whole of his cavalry to the assistance of the 
Duke of Bevern.1 The Prince of Wurtemberg fell 
upon the corps of O'Donnell and put them to flight | 

• Arebenholx, Hietoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 

t Easel anr la Via et le Ragaa de Frederic ll. f par l'Abbd Denim. 

X Uatotae 4a la Guam do Sept Ana, mr Frederic B. 
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and the light artillery of the Prussians coming up at 
this moment, followed by Frederic in person at the 
head of a body of infantry, the Austrian* were 
obliged on all sides to retreat, and to return to their 
camps ; having lost 1300 men killed and wounded, 
1500 prisoners, and seven standards. The loss of 
the Prussians amounted to 1010 killed and wounded. 
The next day the Austrian army retired to Glatz.* 

The action of Reichenbach, in fact, sealed the 
fate of Schweidnitz; for all communication being 
now cut off between the Austrian army and the 
fortress, the brave commander, Guasco, was at 
length obliged to capitulate. The siege lasted 
sixty-four days, during which great skill was mani- 
fested both in the attack and defence. At length, 
a great powder-magazine was blown up, which also 
damaged a part of the fortifications. Upon this, 
preparations were made for a general assault ; but 
General Guasco did not wait for it. He demanded 
to capitulate on the 10th of October ; and surren- 
dered himself, 918 officers, and 9000 men prisoners. 
The loss of the Austrians during the siege, in killed 
and wounded, amounted to 3500 men ; that of the 
Prussians to 3030.f 

When General Guasco went, with his officers, to 
pay their respects to the King of Prussia, the latter 
said to them, " Gentlemen, you have given a brilliant 
example for those who wish to defend fortresses to 
imitate ; your defence has cost me altogether above 
8000 men." This calculation of Frederic of course 
iniuded the skirmishes and engagements to which 
his anxiety to obtain possession of Schweidnitz had 

given rise.J 

As soon as this important conquest was achieved, 
the King of Prussia detached General Schmettau to 
the assistance of his brother Prince Henry in Saxonyi 

* MAtter, Tableau dee Guam* do Frederic le Grand 
r Arehanhnla, Bietoire 4a la Own da flap Am 
i Art da verttor tea Hate* 
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and he soon followed himself, leaving the Duke of 
Severn to protect Silesia. To this commander 
Laudon was opposed; and they shortly afterward 
concludedan armistice together, while Daun marched 
into .Saxony. The army of the empire, now in 
Saxony, and to which was added a considerable 
body of Austrian troops, was commanded by Ser- 
belloni and the Prince of Stolberg. They had com- 
pelled at one moment Prince Henry to retreat from 
bis camp at Freyberg ; but this success did not long 
remain to them. Prince Henry again advanced, and 
determined upon giving battle to the enemy. He 
commenced, assisted by General Seidlitz, by driving 
before him the light troops of the Austrians. He 
then, soon after daybreak, attacked the Austro-im- 
perial army in its intrenchmenta. The action lasted 
till two in the- afternoon,* when the army of the allies 

five way, and fled to the other side of the town of 
reyberg, which they abandoned, and even beyond 
the river Mulda. The Prussians lost, in the battle 
of Freyberg, 2400 killed and wounded ; on the side 
of the allies there were 3000 killed and wounded, 
4000 prisoners, twenty-eight cannons, and nine 
standards.* 

It is said that when Prince Henry of Prussia had 
drawn the enemy into the position which he thought 
most advisable for his attack upon him, he sent a 
courier to his brother to demand an immediate rein- 
forcement; to this the answer received was, that 
Frederic was advancing to his assistance in person. 
Whether Prince Henry was desirous of having the 
sole credit of the victory he expected to gain, or felt 
that if he delayed his attack the enemies might pos- 
sibly escape him, it is difficult to decide : probably 
both feelings united may have operated upon him. 
But however this may be, certain it is that he imme- 
diately gave battle, and that Frederic, in consequence. 

• Mtiller, Tableau des Guerre* de Frederic la Grul 



F762.] ufb of fbedsric n. 140 

only arrived at Freyberg the day after the battle 
was gained. Thus, to Prince Henry of Prussia was 
exclusively due the honour of concluding the victo- 
ries of the seven years' war with an action of great 
glory* both to himself and to the Prussian arms.* 

Prince Albert of Saxony, who had been sent for* 
ward by Daun with reinforcements to the army of 
the empire, also arrived too late.. The calumniators 
of Frederic have said that he viewed with eyes of 
envy his brother's victory; but his own laurels were 
so numerous and so glorious that it is difficult to 
conceive how such a feeling could have entered his 
breast. And undoubtedly the enthusiastic praise he 
gives to this victory, and to the man who gained it, 
in his own history of the war, is totally at variance 
with such a supposition. He was also accustomed 
to say, when speaking of the actions of himself and 
his different generals during the seven years' war, 
u My brother Henry is the only one of us who never 
committed a fault«"f 

The battle of Freyberg took place on the 29th of 
October; and from this moment the speedy conclu- 
sion of the war became certain, while the continued 
advantages of the Prussian arms assisted in hasten* 
ing it. Prince Henry after his victory pushed for- 
ward, and drove the army of the empire into Bohe- 
mia. He then detached General Kleist, with a con- 
siderable body of men, in further pursuit of it ; who 
destroyed the great Austrian magazines at Saatz, and 
made incursions to the very gates of Prague.} 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick 
had been this year very successful. The hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick commenced it by taking the 
fortress of Arensberg, by which the communication 
of the French army with Cassel was cut off. This 
was followed by a victory obtained over the French 



* Towers'* Memoirs of Frederic III. 
Essai sor la Vie et le Regne de Frederic II., par 1'Abbe Denton, 
llflller, Tableau dea Guerres de Frederic te Grand. 
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troops commanded by Soubise and (FEtrees at Wil» 
helmstal by Prince Ferdinand, who drove them under 
the walls of Cassel, alter 4000 of their men had been 
killed and many taken prisoners. The prince behaved 
with great generosity to the French officers, who 
had lost all their baggage.* 

As the obtaining possession of Gassel was the great 
object of Ferdinand, he next turned his attention to 
cutting off the communication of that town with 
Frankfort. In order to effect this, he attacked the 
body of troops commanded by the Count de Rocham- 
beau, put them to flight, and obtained possession of 
the French magazines at Rottenburgh* Towards 
the end of July, he defeated a detachment com- 
manded by the Prince Xavier of Poland, near Lut- 
ternberg. The young Prince Frederic of Brunswick 
also obtained an advantage over a body of the ene- 
my at Kratzenberge. These repeated discomfitures 
weakened the French army so much that the Prince 
of Conde, who had the command of a separate corps 
in the district of the Lower Rhine, hastened to rein- 
force them. The hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
marched against him, and attacked him on the 1st 
of September in his post at Johannisberg. At first, 
the French appeared to have the worst of it ; but the 
strong position they occupied, as well as the discour- 
agement in the attacking army caused by a wound 
received by the hereditary prince, enabled them at 
length to repulse the Hanoverians. The French 
armies after this united themselves, and took the 
castle of Areneneburg, on the river Ohme, after a 
long and drawn battle with the allies for the possess 
sion of the bridge over that river. The campaign 
and the war concluded with the taking of Cassel by 
Prince Ferdinand, which was compelled to surrender 
from the want of provisions. This event took place 
two days before the preliminaries of peace wen 

• Aieteabo^HtatafredeltGoemdoSt* AM. 
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signed between England and France* Prince Ferdi- 
nand soon afterward took leave of his army, and thus 
concluded his brilliant military career. 

The English cabinet, headed by Lord Bute, had 
meanwhile totally deserted the interests of the King 
of Prussia ; and had, in conformity with these views, 
signed on the 3d of November the preliminary arti- 
cles of a treaty of peace with France* and Spain. 
This peace, which certainly did not afford such ad- 
vantages to England as she had a right to expect 
from her previous successes during the war, gave 
occasion to Algarotti to say, that " the English made 
war like lions and peace like lambs." When the 
ministers of England were abandoning the interests 
of their own country, it was not to be supposed that 
they would attend to those of an ally. The King of 
Prussia complained, and with reason, of his aban- 
donment, and of the stipulations in the treaty, by 
which the French were allowed to keep possession, 
of the countries of Cleves and Guelders. Under 
these circumstances he became more than ever anx- 
ious to compel the imperial court to conclude the 
war. Austria was now deserted by Russia, Sweden, 
and France; and the latter power was most anxious 
to mediate between the empress-queen and the King 
of Prussia. 

The only allies, therefore, who remained to the 
empress-queen, for the purposes of war, were the 
states of the empire, who were already tired of the 
contest. In order to increase their anxiety for peace, 
Frederic sent General Kleist to lay waste their ter- 
ritories. The Prussians spread themselves through 
the whole circjp of Franconia, seized upon Bamberg, 
levied heavy contributions upon Nuremberg, and 
spread alarm even as far as Ratisbon.f These acts 

* It was observed with truth by Voltaire, that « France, by her affl» 
•nee with Austria, had loat in six yean more men and money than at. 
fbe wars she had ever sustained against that power had cost hen* 

t Histoire de la Guerre do Sept Ans,par Frederic II. 
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of violence were accompanied by still more extensive 
menaces. For the citizens of Ratisbon having ap- 
plied to Baron Plotho, the Prussian minister at the 
imperial diet, to reassure them, he informed them 
" That as all his master's declarations to the states 
of the empire had produced no effect, he was now 
resolved to employ more effectual means to compel 
them to recall their troops from the Austrian army, 
and was accordingly marching three different corps 
into the empire ; one of which had already entered 
Franconia, the second was taking the route of Swa- 
bia, and the third would pass through Bavaria; that 
they would everywhere conduct themselves accord- 
ing to the exigencies of war ; but as to the diet of the 
empire, he had orders to give assurances that it should 
not be in the least disturbed ."* 

These proceedings Of the King of Prussia had the 
desired effect : the princes and states of Germany 
agreed to sign a declaration of neutrality in order to 
deliver themselves from their invaders. The Aus- 
trians, thus left alone, were compelled, however un- 
willingly, to follow their example. An armistice 
was concluded at the end of November between 
them and the Prussians ; and the King of Prussia 
took up his winter-quarters at Leipsic.f The armis- 
tice was followed by negotiations for peace, which 
the empress-queen was at length obliged, though 
very reluctantly, to look forward to in good earnest.^ 
Never was there a treaty of peace, ending so pro- 
tracted and relentless a war, negotiated and Con- 
cluded with so little formality. The King of Prussia 
negotiated through the medium of the Baron Hertz- 
berg, under the title of secretary of legation ; and he 
conferred with two persons, the Sreurs Oollenbach 
and Fritsch, one of whom was appointed by Austria 
and the other by Saxony. These meetings were 

* Towers's Memoirs of Frederic DI.— Entick's History of the War. 

t Towers's Memoirs of Frederic in. 

t MOller, Tableau des Guerres de Frederic le Grand. 
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very different from those of the numerous amhassa 
dors and plenipotentiaries who had assembled to 
arrange the peace of Westphalia and that of Utrecht 
— but probably the very circumstance of the few 
persons who had to treat together facilitated and 
hastened the adjustment of the different points in 
discussion.* 

The peace of Hubertsbourg, so called from having 
been concluded in the castle of that name, near Dres- 
den, was signed on the l£th of February, 1763. Upon 
this occasion Frederic wrote thus to his friend the 
Marquis d'Argens : — " The best thing I have now to 
tell you of, my dear marquis, is the peace ; and it is 
right that the good citizens and the public should 
rejoice at it. For me, poor old man that I am, I 
return to a town where I know nothing but the walls* 
where I find no longer any of my friends, where great 
and laborious duties await me, and where I shall soon 
lay my old. bones in an asylum which can neither 
be troubled by war, by calamities, nor by the wick- 
edness of men."t 

By the peace of Hubertsbourg it was agreed that 
the King of Prussia should retain possession of Sile- 
sia, as well as of all other territories which belonged 
to him before the war. The Austrian court endeav- 
oured to except from this agreement the fortress and 
county of Glatz; but the firmness of Frederic obliged 
them at length to relinquish their yetensions to this 
territory. The other powers were also put in pos- 
session pf those countries which previously to the 
war belonged to them ; and all sides agreed to give 
up any claim to reparations or reimbursements foi 
what they had suffered or spent during the contest. 

In looking back to the course of the seven years' 
war, one of the most remarkable circumstances ob- 
servable in it is the financial state of the King of 
Prussia; whose means of procuring resources of 

* Essai sur la Vie et 1e Regne de Frederic n. 
t Correspondence de Frederic IL, Roi de Praase. 
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money, as compared with those of the other great 
powers of * Europe, were so extremely limited. 
While the Austrian finances were in a state of the 
greatest disorder, and the treasury empty, in spite 
of all the loans and all the taxes which it was found 
possible to levy having been had recourse to, — while 
the distress and the scarcity of money was still 
greater in France, — Frederic never appeared to want 
the funds necessary for his various enterprises; and 
this without having recourse* to any loans, or having 
during the course of the whole war imposed any 
fresh taxes upon his own subjects.* The contribu- 
tions drawn from Saxony, and the English subsidies, 
were undoubtedly of great assistance to him ; but 
these resources, without that admirable management 
upon money matters which he so eminently pos- 
sessed, would have fallen far short of his wants and 
necessities ; especially when we consider how much 
of his territories was devastated, and rendered inca- 
pable of contributing in any way to the public trea- 
sury ; and that it has also been calculated that the 
seven years* war cost the Prussian monarch one 
hundred and fourteen million livres, or about four 
millions five hundred and sixty thousand pounds 
sterling.! 

The contemporary and native historian of this war,, 
who was himself an eyewitness of the miseries he 
describes, gives #ie following account of the state 
of his country at this period : — " The sufferings of a 
great part of Germany during this war had been im- 
mense. Whole provinces had been laid waste ; and 
even in those that were not, internal commerce and 
industry were almost at an end; and this, too, in 
spite of the vast sums which France, England, Rus- 
sia, and Sweden had scattered over them, either 
through their armies or by means of subsidies. These 
sums, it has been calculated, amounted to 600,000,000 

* Archenbolz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ans. 

t Eaaai stir la Vie el le Rogue de Frederic II., par I'Abtxi Deaina. 
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crowns of the empire. A great part ol Pomerania 
and Brandenburgh was changed into a desert. There 
were provinces where hardly any men were to be 
found, and where tie women were therefore obliged 
to guide the plough. In others women were as much 
wanting as men. At every step appeared large tracts 
of uncultivated country ; and the most fertile plains 
of Germany, on the banks of the Oder and the Wesel, 
presented only the arid and sterile appearance of the 
deserts of the Ohio aftd Oronooko. An officer has 
stated that he had passed through seven villages in 
the territory of Hesse, and had only met a single 
person, a curate."* 

Such were some of the bitter fruits of a war which, 
caused by feelings of ambition and vengeance, was 
begun by the sovereigns who waged it with a reck- 
lessness of consequences, and an indifference respect- 
ing the lives and property of their subjects, worthy 
of the most cruel ages of barbarism. The struggle 
was protracted as long as the means of warfare re- 
mained to the belligerents ; and when total exhaus- 
tion obliged them to conclude it, it was found that 
no sovereign had gained or lost by it, save the enor- 
mous loss in blood and treasure, which had equally 
fallen on all. The vast alliance which had been 
formed at the beginning of the war against the sove- 
reign of Prussia remained, however, with the shame 
of having been unable to vanquish a foe so inferior 
to them in strength and power; while the success 
of Frederic, in resisting their vindictive attacks, has 
gained for him a reputation for wisdom, valour, and 
constancy, such as, considering all the circumstances 
of the case, it may fairly be said no other hero, of 
either ancient or modern times, has ever acquired. 

* Arehenholz, Hkrtoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
II.— Q 
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The conclusion of the war enabled Frederic to 
return to his capital, from which he had been absent 
for more than six years. He arrived at Berlin on 
the 30th of March, 1763, and was received with great 
rejoicings, which must have been the more gratify- 
ing to him, as he was aware they proceeded really 
from the hearts of his subjects.* The illuminations 
and festivals of various kinds continued for several 
days ; and wherever he appeared, he was saluted 
with the affectionate cry of " Long live our king and 
father!" These demonstrations of public joy and 
of reciprocal attachment between the monarch and 

* Towers's Memoirs of Frederic HI 
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his people were no sooner concluded, than Frederic 
began to endeavour to deserve the endearing title 
which his subjects had bestowed upon him, by ' 
adopting measures of various kinds, having for their 
object to repair the evils which the late contest had 
inflicted upon his territories. 

With this view he remunerated the towns and dis- 
tricts which had suffered the most by the ravages 
of the hostile armies, hoping by these means to en- 
courage them to repair their ruined buildings ; while 
his donations, at the same time, afforded help to 
the impoverished capitalists and merchants, and ex- 
cited them to farther exertions. In this distribution, 
Landshut received 200,000 crowns ; Striegau, Hall, 
and Halberstadt, 40,000 crowns apiece; Crossen, 
24,000; Minden, 20,000 ; and various others, smaller 
sums. At the same time, he continued the great 
public works which have been already mentioned as 
in progress before the war broke out; and com- 
menced others upon a still more extensive scale. 
Of these, the most remarkable was the great canal 
of Bromberg, uniting the rivers Vistula and Oder ; 
which was, however, executed at a later period of 
his reigt. than the one we are now treating of; 
namely, after his acquisition of the territories through 
which it ^passes, by the partition of Poland. For 
these objects he is said to have laid out annually 
about £400,000 sterling.* 

It is also calculated that, in the first ten years 
after the peace of Hubertsbourg, Frederic had estab- 
lished 264 new manufactories ; in many of which 
the articles manufactured had never before been at- 
tempted to be fabricated within the compass of the 
Prussian dominions, f He also founded a bank at 
Berlin, part of the capital for the establishment of 
which was furnished by himself.J Pursuing the 

* Annual Register. 

t Gillies'* View of the Reign of Frederic TI. 

4 De la Monarchic Pruasieiuit, pax la Comte de Mirahtw. 
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same beneficial course of improvement, he intro 
duced from other nations those branches of indus 
try in which they excelled. Thus, the rural econ 
oray and farming of England, and the mode pursued 
in that country of enclosing and improving land, was 
adopted in his dominions. It was an English farmer 
who first undertook, at the request of the Prussian 
monarch, to render the sands of Brandenburgh avail- 
able for the purposes of agriculture. He planted 
them with turnips, leaving the crop to rot on the 
ground ; and thus obtained a sufficient quantity of 
vegetable mould on which to grow various kinds of 
grass. These experiments were first tried on the 
domains of the crown, and were afterward extended 
to the estates of different proprietors.* 

His attention was also particularly turned to gain* 
iug the affections of his Silesian subjects, in which 
he was completely successful. From the nobles, 
to whom he lent and gave sums of money to extri- 
cate them from the pecuniary embarrassments in 
which they were involved, in consequence of the 
ravaging of their estates during the war, down to 
the tradesmen in the towns, whose houses he re- 
built, and to the farmers and cultivators of the soil, 
whose industry he fostered and encouraged, all 
adored him. Even the Catholic clergy, whom he 
treated with kindness and consideration, ceased to 
be Austrian in their hearts, and became as good sub- 
jects to the Prussian sceptre as the inhabitants of 
Brandenburgh.f 

Among the first acts of the King of Prussia, aftei 
the peace, was the restoration of the coinage, which 
at an early period of the war, had been debased 
This measure of Frederic— namely, the debasement 
of the coin, which can neither be defended for iU 
honesty nor its utility — is one which, at all times, 
has been a favourite resource of despotic sovereigns, 

* CHIUee* View of die Reign of Frederic H. }JNi 
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who see in it an easy way of enriching themselves, 
and do not either perceive or regard its pernicious 
consequences. As soon as Frederic, in the com- 
mencement of the war, had obtained possession of 
Saxony, he caused a vast deal of money to be coined 
in the mints of Dresden and Torgau, in which the 
alloy bore the proportion of two-thirds, and the pre- 
cious metal of one.* This fraudulent operation was 
conducted under the direction of a Jew merchant 
of Berlin, named Ephraim. At first the new money 
was received readily, and Frederic took advantage 
of this to call in as much of the good money then 
in circulation as he was able. By degrees, how- 
ever, the base coin fell into the discredit it deserved, 
but was still made use of in payments from the royal 
treasury, as if it had been of the purest kind. After 
the peace was made, and a fresh coinage had been 
issued, the base coin was no longer received at the 
treasury, or by any of the royal collectors. This 
occasioned considerable losses to the fortunes of 
individuals, inflicted a severe wound on public 
credit, and greatly injured the trade and commerce 
of the Prussian dominions. The original proceed- 
ing was highly reprehensible, and the manner in 
which it was concluded was still more so.f 

Nor did the king, in the mean while, forget the 
merits and the claims of his victorious arm v. Those 
of his soldiers who had lost their health in his ser- 
vice were rewarded with situations of various kinds ; 
which, in some cases, though comfortable remunera- 
tions for the soldiers themselves, were by no means 
suited to their habits or education. Thus Frederic 
frequently appointed these invalid warriors to be 
the postmasters* in country towns ; and as in many 
instances they could neither read nor write, the in- 

* In consequence of the*© relative proportions, this money was Jamil 
laxly termed, " Les Tiers de Saxe.* . 

t EsstAsur la Vie etle Regno do Frederic B, parl'Abbe Dentaa. - 
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convenience to the public was considerable.* When 
complaints were made to Frederic upon this subject, 
he always answered, " What can I do t I cannot let 
my old companions in arms starve !" To others he 
gave the more appropriate present of gifts of lands, 
at the same time bestowing upon them some of the. 
artillery horses, to enable them to till them. Nor 
must the magnificent military hospital, which he 
founded and endowed at Berlin, be forgotten : nor 
the beautiful, yet simple inscription which he in* 
scribed upon it, " Lseso sed invicto militi."t 

At the same time that he was thus enjoying th« 
blessings of peace, Frederic was not unmindful of the 
possibility of war. He therefore completely re- 
cruited his regiments, and made up the complement 
of his army to 200,000 men ; which formidable force 
he continued ever afterward to maintain on foot.} 
In the month of May the King of Prussia, having 

gut in train the various arrangements which have 
een related, set out on a tour of personal inspection 
of part of his dominions. He passed through Pome- 
rania, Lower Saxony, and Westphalia, inquiring into 
the wishes, relieving the wants, and encouraging 
the industry of his people. During part of his 
journey he was accompanied by Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunswick, with whom he visited the field of 
battle of Minden. Early in June he went to JVVesel, 
where he was anxious to examine the state of the 
fortifications. From thence he proceeded to Cre- 
velt and Cleves, from thence to Hanover and Bruns- 
wick, and so returned to Berlin.^ 

Soon after his return, he received a visit from the 
celebrated D'Alembert, who was now at the height 
of his reputation as a geometrician, and, what at 



* Towwa'g Memoirs of Frederic III. 
t Thiebault, Souvenirs de Vingt Atis de Sejonr A Berlin. 
t Memoire Historique eur la derniere Annee de la Vie de FrederY It, 
par le Comte do H ertzberg. 
$ Towera'aMemoiii or ftvderle m. 
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that time was still more popular, as a philosopher. 
Frederic, who, in spite of the trouble and anxiety 
which Voltaire had given him while at Potsdam, was 
really piqued at his leaving him, had always had a 
wish to show that he could replace his loss without 
difficulty, by calling about him other men equally 
celebrated.* Thus, upon the departure of Voltaire, 
he had recalled to his court Bacuiard d'Arnaud ; and 
a still more obscure individual, called the Chevaliei 
Masson, had been summoned to it, of whose abilities 
Frederic had heard a high character. But he soon 
found that the talents of Voltaire belonged to him 
alone. Still, however, the wish of replacing him 
appears to have continued ; and it is supposed to 
have been with this vie^w that the King of Prussia 
invited D'Alembert to Berlin. No two persons, 
their mutual want of religious belief alone excepted, 
could be more different than Voltaire and D'Alem- 
bert ; but at all events the celebrity of the latter was 
very great. Frederic also was anxious to find a 
president for his academy, as that post had con- 
tinued vacant ever since the death of Maupertuis. 
When^ therefore, D'Alembert arrived, the King of 
Prussia received him in the most flattering manner, 
lodged him in his palace, and made him brilliant 
offers ,;if he would attach himself to his service. 
Whetlfer D'Alembert, like a true Frenchman, could 
not make up his mind to live #t a distance from Pa- 
ris, or whether he preferred the preservation of his 
independence, is not known; but he refused the 
pensions and honours offered to him by Frederic, 
and, after a visit to that sovereign of three months, 
he returned to his own country. He continued, 
however, till his death to be one of his most regular 
and* frequent correspondents.! 

The visit of D'Alembert to Berlin was followed 
by another of a very different kind. Mustapha the 

* Essai rar la Vie et le Re&ne de Frederic II., par rAbW Denina. 
t Thiebaolt, Souvenirs de Vingt Am de Sejonr a Berlin. 
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Third, Emperor of the Turks, having heard of the 
fame of the King of Prussia, sent an ambassador to 
compliment him upon the glorious peace which he 
had lately concluded. Achmet Effendi, such was 
the name of the ambassador, arrived at the court of 
Frederic early in the month of November. He was 
accompanied by a troop of janizaries, and a very 
numerous retinue ; and he brought with him some 
fine horses, and various articles of eastern luxury 
and magnificence, as presents for the king. Fred- 
eric received him with much splendour ; and at the 
public audience of ceremony he gave him, when the 
ambassador made him his complimentary harangue, 
the dress of the king was so costly, that it is stated 
in a contemporary account, which, however, is hardly 
credible, that the diamonds worn on his coat and hat 
on that occasion were worth 500,000/. sterling!* 

On the 4th of October, 1763, died Augustus the 
Third, King of Poland, and Elector of Saxony. It 
had been the fate of this weak and unhappy prince 
to live through the miseries inflicted upon him and 
his country during the seven years 9 war, and to die 
just as a prospect of luture tranquillity and happiness 
was dawning upon him.f His son, a deformed prince, 
succeeded him in his electorate ; but dying shortly 
after his father, the grandson^ of Augustus suc- 
ceeded ; who, being a minor, was not in a fit state 
to pretend to the kingdom of Poland. A wide field 
was thus opened to the intrigues of the sovereigns 
of Europe, in the election of the new King of Po- 
land ; and Frederic was by no means idle upon the 
occasion. The Poles, at least a powerful party 
among them, wished to place the crown upon the 
head of Prince Henry of Prussia ; and with this view 
they sent the General Mokranowski, one of the most 

* Towera's Memoirs of Frederic m.— Viede Frederic II. 

t GUlies's.View of the Reign of Frederic H. 

t Frederic AugvstM m., Elector and eubfeqtumUy Ktaf of ftwoay 
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powerful and most respected men of the republic, on 
a mission to Frederic at Berlin. But the wisdom of 
that monarch was not to be blinded by the danger- 
ous grandeur of the bait which was thus. offered to 
him. He refused at once and peremptorily the prof- 
fered sovereignty, and would not permit Mokranow- 
ski eveir to see Prince Henry. 

Russia was the power which had the greatest in- 
fluence in the diet, and the Empress Catherine was 
anxious to promote to that throne the Count Stan- 
islas Poniatowski, who, having first been her lover, 
and subsequently her friend, would be sure, she 
thought, to be the devoted slave of Russian inter- 
ests. In order, however, to accomplish this, she 
required aid ; and as France and Austria were in 
close alliance together, and had their own views re- 
specting the election, the empress naturally turned 
to Prussia for assistance. The King of Prussia, 
who was in want of allies, and who remembered the 
injuries done to him during the war by the enmity 
of Russia, was as ready as the empress to enter into 
an alliance ; and, in order to facilitate this, he di- 
rected his minister at Warsaw to co-operate with 
those of Catherine ; at the same time that a body of 
his troops hovered round the frontiers of Poland, as if 
ready to give effect to his negotiations. In the 
month of March, 1764, the treaty of Petersburg was 
concluded between the courts of Russia and Prussia; 
and in August of the same year, Stanislas Ponia- 
towski was elected King of Poland.* 
After the election of Stanislas, Frederic wrote him 
letter of congratulation, which contains the follow* 
ing remarkable passage. The sentiments expressed 
in it would, however, have carried still greater 
weight with them, had the election, as the letter 
would seem to take for granted, been a free and un- 
biassed one. 

i 

" Rulhjere, Hlstoire dc PAnarctye de la Pologue. 
II.— R 
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M Your majesty must reflect, that as yon enjoy a 
crown by election, and not by descent, the world 
will be more observant of your majesty's actions 
than of those of any other potentate in Europe ; and 
this is but reasonable. The latter being the mere ef- 
fect of consanguinity, no more is looked for (though 
much more is to be wished) from a sovereign by de- 
scent than what we are endowed with in common. 
But from a man exalted by the voice of his equals 
from a subject to a king, — from a man voluntarily 
elected to reign over those by whom he was chosen, 
— every thing is expected that can possibly deserve 
and adorn a crown. Gratitude to his people is the 
first great duty of such a monarch ; for to them 
alone (under Providence) he is indebted that he is 
one. A king wko is so by birth, if he acts in a man- 
ner derogatory to his station, is a satire only on him- 
self ; but an elected one, who behaves inconsistently 
with his dignity, reflects dishonour also on his sub 
jects. Your majesty, I am sure, will pardon thia 
warmth. It is the effusion of the sincerest regard. 
The amiable part of the picture is not so much a 
lesson of what you ought to be as a prophecy of 
what your majesty will be." # 

A contemporary historian concludes the narrative 
of the intrigues which raised to the throne of Po- 
land the young Poniatowski with the following just 
observations : — " The elevation of the Count Ponia- 
towski, though so detested by the Poles, was ap- 
plauded by the rest of Europe. The women living 
in great towns, although for the most part, they are 
occupied with their amours, or with the intrigues 
which have relation to them, determine, at present, all 
public opinions. They saw, of course, with pleasure 
a woman who was but just herself placed upon a 
throne employ her power to give to her lover a 
kingdom bordering on her own empire. Thus what 

* Annual Rqgkrtir. 
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was romantic in the circumstance caused the vio- 
lence and injustice of it to be forgotten."* 

The state of the royal family of Prussia at this 
period was such, that Frederic became anxious lest 
the male heirs of his race should be extinguished. 
As he observes himself, " the succession rested on 
only four heads, — the Prince of Prussia, the Prince 
Henry his brother, the Prince Henry, brother of the 
king, and the Prince Ferdinand, who had then no 
male offspring." He therefore hastened to marry 
his nephew, Prince Frederic William (who, event- 
ually, succeeded him on the throne), even before he 
had completed the age of twenty-one. 

Frederic William was the eldest son of the unfor . 
tunate Prince Augustus William, the next brother 
of Frederic, who died, as has been before related, 
in 1758. The selection of the Princess Elizabeth 
Christina Ulrica of Brunswick, as the wife of the 
young prince, was not a happy one. The off- 
spring of this marriage, which took place in July, 
1765, was an only daughter, who eventually became 
the wife of Frederic Duke of York. The irregulari- 
ties of the princess, partly, perhaps, caused by those 
of her husband, occasioned a divorce in 1769. Fred- 
eric William remarried, in 1769, with a princess of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, who became the mother of the 
present King of Prussia, and of other children. f 

The young Frederic William had one brother and 
one sister. The sister, the Princess Frederica So- 
phia Wilhelmina, married the Prince of Orange in 
1767. The brother was the Prince Henry, who 
died of the small-pox in 1766, at the age of eighteen. J 
The king was particularly attached to this prince, 
on whose rising talents and good qualities he dwelt 
with fond affection. His death was a grievous 
blow to his royal uncle, who, upon this occasion. 

* Rulhiere, Histoire de PAnarchie de la Pologne. 
t Frederic II., Memoires de 1763 jusqu'a 1775. 
X L'Artde verifier Ie« Dates. 
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showed more deep feeling than he was generally 
supposed to be possessed of. He had determined 
to consecrate to his memory a eulogy, which was 
afterward read at a meeting of the academy ; and, 
as was common to him upon such occasions, he sent 
for the professor Thiebault to copy and correct it. 
When Thiebault arrived, the king received him with 
a countenance of deep melancholy, but at the same 
time with the air of a man who was determined to 
master his feelings. In this he, to a certain degree, 
succeeded while he detailed his reason for sending 
for him ; but when he attempted to read the compo- 
sition to Thiebault, his voice faltered. He had 
hardly got to the fourth page before his grief became 
ungovernable. He burst into a flood of tears, and 
covering his face with his hands, held out the manu- 
script to Thiebault, without being able to utter a 
single word. " I took the papers," says that writer, 
M contemplating with respect and a sort of consola- 
tion this great man, who thus proved himself as ac- 
cessible as the rest of mankind to affections the 
most touching and the most dear to human nature." 
After a pause of some minutes Frederic ejaculated 
with difficulty, " You understand what I wish you 
to do. Good night."* And thus concluded this in- 
terview, so honourable to the heart of Frederic; 
and from which Thiebault came away with an in- 
creased veneration for that monarch, bottomed upon 
his conviction of the sincerity of the feelings which 
he had displayed, and of his anxious wish, had it 
been possible for him to have done so, to have con- 
cealed them.f 

The rest of the royal family at this time consisted 
of Prince Henry and Prince Ferdinand, the two 
brothers of Frederic, who had both been married for 

* Thiebault, Souvenirs de Vingt Ans de Sejour a Berlin. 

t This anecdote, as well as several others, proves the injustice of 
Voltaire's estimate of Frederic's character, when he said, while leanin* 
against a marble table, " n ressemble ft cette table, dur et poU.° 
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some time, but without any children. Of princesses, 
sisters of Frederic, but from their sex not included 
in the succession, there were then living, Philippina 
Charlotte, Duchess of Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, 
Louisa Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, and the Princess 
Amelia, who has before been mentioned, when treat- 
ing" of the adventures of Baron Trenck.* Of all 
these, by far the most eminent was Prince Henry,, 
whose name must undoubtedly ever stand high, 
both as a warrior and a man of abilities. The con- 
queror of Friedberg, of whom his heroic brother 
said that he was the only one of the Prussian com- 
manders, during the seven years' war, who had 
never committed a fault, must be allowed to have 
been a great general. And if his contemporaries 
may be trusted with regard to his acquirements and 
talents in other ways, he must evidently have been a 
prince who would of himself have rendered his house 
illustrious had his merits not been thrown in some 
degree into the shade by the superior abilities of his 
elder brother. 

Thiebault, who had frequent opportunities during 
the twenty years he passed at Berlin of appreciating 
properly the character of the two brothers, has thus 
contrasted them with some ingenuity : — u The coun- 
tenances of both the king and Prince Henry were 
much marked, and very characteristic. But the 
king had a handsome head, which did not, however, 

Erevent the expression of his face from being very 
arsh when he chose it; while the prince, who 
was any thing but handsome, soon appeared very 
pleasing. No one ever, perhaps, had eyes more full 
of life and talent, or with an expression more pene- 
trating, and at the same time more agreeable, than 
the first, and yet they easily became terrible and 
overpowering. The second had eyes which almost 
squinted, and at first sight appeared very stern ; and 

* Andanonfe Royal Genenlogfe*.— IMrt de verifier les Pales 
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yet it was impossible to hear him talk for two min- 
utes without forgetting this defect. The elder 
brother had a turn of mind which was easy and 
sparkling, full of sallies and epigrams, naturally turned 
to gayety and raillery ; but penetrating, and if the 
expression may be permitted, prophetic, and pos- 
sessing that sort of finesse which circumvents 
others and partakes of the character of deceit. — 
Prince Henry's understanding was of a serious kind, 
but without slowness ; he was fond of discussion, 
but without pedantry ; severe, but without malice ; 
delicate without falseness; true and just without 
harshness or solemnity ; his finesse was only pru- 
dence, and was confined to the discovery of that of 
others, in order not to be overreached by them. 
Every man of observation would have been en- 
chanted to approach and listen to the king occa- 
sionally, and would have admired him. Every man 
of honour and feeling would have wished to pass 
his life with the prince, and would have loved him. 
The former scattered his intellect in society with 
profusion ; the latter never failed to render it agree- 
able by the most delicate attentions to others, and 
the most obliging civilities. Both of them were 
more than instructed, — they were learned: both 
had equally the depth, the extent, and the fertility of 
genius. They have both exeeuted great things in war 
and politics ; but the one performed them as if by 
inspiration, and the other with reflection and calcu- 
lation. Hence it has arisen, that the one committed 
many faults, but achieved many more great deeds ; 
and that the other, having also done much, had no 
faults to reproach himself with. With regard to 
their failings, the king might be reproached with 
having too little, and the prince too much confidence 
in others. As to discretion, the king sometimes told 
too much from passion ; the prince was never in* 
discreet, except about what concerned himself per- 
sonally ; because the first was more naturally irri- 
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table, and the latter was only frank. Both were 
very proud on particular occasions, — the king when 
he thought any one was about to be wanting in re- 
spect to him ; the prince when any one had actually 
been so. In military matters the king was bold by 
nature, and the prince from principle ; while, on the 
other hand, the former was indulgent and kind by 
system, and the latter by nature."* 

Prince Henry of Prussia, with a character of so 
much independence, was not likely always to bow 
with submission to a brother, whose wishes were 
frequently very despotic. They had, therefore, occa- 
sional coldnesses and quarrels, but these never lasted 
for any great length of time.f As, however, their 
mode of life was different, they did not see much of 
one another. After the death of Frederic, his suc- 
cessor, Frederic William, always treated Prince 
Henry with respect and confidence ; and he finally 
died, full of years and honours, in 1803, aged seventy- 
six.:): 

Prince Ferdinand of Prussia, the youngest brother 
of Frederic, was a man greatly inferior in ability to 
his elder brothers. He, however, distinguished 
jftimself by his bravery during the seven years' war; 
after the conclusion of which, he passed the rest of 
his long life in tranquillity, taking care of a consti- 
tution which, originally weak, had been greatly in- 
jured by military fatigues. He died at great old 
age, in 1813.6 His wife, a Princess of Branden- 
burgh Schweat, after many years of sterility, be- 
came the mother of several children. || 

* Thiebault, Souvenirs de Vingt Am de Sejour a Berlin. 

t In the " Memoires da Canute Lavallette," recently published, it la 
stated that Prince Hoary of Prussia was accustomed, after his brother's 
death, to abuse him and to disparage his talents. This, if true, is a de- 
cided blot upon both the character and understanding of the prince. 

X Mirabeau, Histoire 8ecrete de la Cour de Berlin. 

$ Biographic Universale. 

|| Mirabeau, in his " Histoire Secrete de la Cour de Berlin," speaks 
thus of their parentage :— u Le Comte Sehmettau, gentilhomme com 
plaisant de la Princesse Ferdinand, est le per© indubitable de deux de 
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The Duchess of Brunswick, the eldest surviving 
sister of Frederic, was a woman of sense and con- 
duct, fond of scientific studies, and possessed of 
much instruction. Her sister, the Princess of Ba- 
reith, has not left us a very favourable description 
of her character ; in spite of which it would appear, 
that she was much beloved by her royal brother, 
and by those who approached her. Her next sister, 
Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, was also a woman of 
ability ; and who had shown both firmness and feel- 
ing in the difficult situations in which she had been 
placed in Sweden.* The circumstances which are 
said to have led to her being placed on that throne 
are somewhat curious. 

The object of the Swedish ambassador, who was 
sent to Berlin to negotiate a marriage with a prin- 
cess of the house of Prussia, was to obtain the hand 
of the Princess Amelia for the Prince of Sweden. 
That princess was strongly imbued with feelings of 
attachment for the religious tenets in which she 
had been educated, which were those of the Cal- 
vinists. She Tegarded with horror the change from 
Calvinist to Lutheran, which would have been ne- 
cessary had she accepted the hand of the heir to 
the throne of Sweden. In this dilemma she opened 
her heart to her sister Ulrica, and demanded her 
advice to enable her to avoid the marriage. The 
Princess Ulrica, having first ascertained the fixed 
determination of her sister never to consent to the 
condition of changing her religion, counselled her 
to make herself as disagreeable as she possibly could 
to the Swedish envoy ; to show the greatest haugh- 
tiness when in his presence ; to treat him herself 
with contempt ; and to endeavour to appear as capri- 
cious and as domineering as possible. 

This conduct, which the Princess Amelia pursued, 
had the desired effect The Swede turned from her 

* Mtmoirai de la Margrave de BaiuUb. 
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and began to observe the Princess Ulrica, whose 
conversation and manners presented the most 
studied contrast to those of her sister. At length, 
he demanded the hand of the Princess Ulrica for 
the Prince of Sweden. His offer was immediately 
accepted by Frederic, and with equal readiness by 
the princess herself. This acceptance on the part 
of Ulrica astonished and irritated Amelia. She 
thought her sister had deceived her, and that she 
had given her the advice which she had acted upon 
in order to secure for herself the station which had 
been destined for another. Though the Princess 
Ulrica seems really to have acted with fairness in 
this transaction, her sister never forgave her; and 
it was while smarting under the feelings of humilia- 
tion and vexation at the treachery which she thought 
had been practised upon her, that she first regarded 
Trenck with the eye of favour. Her state of mind 
rendered her peculiarly susceptible of feelings, to 
which she turned both for consolation and ven- 
geance.* It was, as has been previously mentioned, 
at one of the f£tes for the marriage of the Princess 
Ulrica, that the intimacy between Trenck and the 
Princess Amelia commenced, which ended so fatally 
for both. Upon Trenck it brought a long and most 
cruel imprisonment, and upon his royal mistress 
evils of a still more dreadful kind.f 

The Princess Amelia appears to have been en- 
dowed by nature with personal beauty, with abilities, 
and with the gift and the wish to please. Shortly 
after her separation from her lover, she became sud- 
denly and prematurely old and decrepid. Her beauty 
gave place to wrinkles ; she was almost blind ; her 
limbs were paralytic ; and her utterance became so 
much embarrassed, that it was with difficulty she 
could be understood ; her head shook violently ; and 
her legs could not support her body. Her mind also 

* Thietault, Souvenirs de Vingt Am d« Sejour A Berlin, 
t Memoiree de Frederic Baron de Trenck. 
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became as much altered as her person. Instead of 
being the life of society, from the graces and ameni- 
ties of her disposition, she became solitary in her 
habits, and bitter in her temper; always decrying 
others, and always rejoicing in the calamities which 
befell them. With regard to her bodily infirmities, 
she is supposed, by taking poisonous drugs, and 
other means, to have inflicted them upon herself, in 
the perverseness of despair at her own sad fate. It 
is related, that her eyes being weak, her physician 
advised her to hold them over the steam of a very 
powerful liquid, but to take especial care, at the same 
time, not to approach the liquid to her eyes. In- 
stead of attending to these instructions, she rubbed 
her eyes violently with it; and the consequence 
was, that almost total blindness ensued, and that 
her eyes ever afterward had a most distorted ap- 
pearance, and as if they were actually starting out 
of her head. She lived in this wretched state for 
many years, and died shortly after her brother Fred- 
eric ; who always showed her a much greater de- 
gree of attention and even of fondness than he was 
accustomed to bestow upon the rest of his family.* 
The eventual successor of Frederic, the Prince 
Frederic William, was a man entirely different in all 
respects from his heroic uncle. It could only have 
been in favour of his bravery, which was undoubted, 
that Frederic, who was in general so acute a judge of 
character, said of him, " My nephew will recommence 
me."f Frederic William was idle, dissolute, low 
in his pleasures and habits, averse to study, indulgent 
and lavish from mere indolence, narrow-minded and 
prejudiced, easily governed, — in short, in all ways the 
very reverse of his predecessor on the Ihrone.t It 
is true, that some of his faults and vices may nave 
arisen from the stern rule under which he lived ; foi 

* Thlebault, Souvenirs do Vingt Aim de Sljour a Berlin. 

t " Mon neven me recommence!*." 

I Mirabeau. Htaoire eecrete de la Cour de Berlin. 
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Frederic was so jealous of his interfering in any 
way with politics, and at the same time kept him 
in so harsh a slavery, that the mere force of ennui 
may have assisted in driving him into the low de- 
bauchery with which his time was principally oc- 
cupied. His conduct after he became sovereign of 
Prussia is too well known to require comment or 
remark upon it. 

During this year* the celebrated Helvetius paid a 
visit to Berlin. This author, who is now compara- 
tively forgotten, was then in the full zenith of his 
notoriety, in consequence of the publication of his 
work, entitled " De l'Esprit." This pernicious and 
affected book had been condemned for its material- 
ism, by the pope, the Sorbonne, and the Archbishop 
of Paris ; and had .been burnt by the common exe- 
cutioner, by order of the parliament of the latter 
city. On the other hand, the philosophers cried it 
up beyond measure ; while the author was obliged 
himself to shrink from the storm, and to disavow, 
in more than one publication, the principles he had 
previously promulgated.! It is but justice to Fred- 
eric to say, that though he received the author 
with open arms, lodged him in his palace, and loaded 
him with civilities, he was not an admirer of his 
book. In a letter to D'Alembert, at this time, he 
says, " We are expecting M. Helvetius here : ac- 
cording to his book, the most delightful day of our 
acquaintance will be the first ; but I hear he is infi- 
nitely superior to his work, which, though full of 
talent, has neither persuaded nor convinced me. "J 

The conversations of Frederic and Helvetius 
were not entirely occupied with literary subjects. 
The former remembered that the latter had been for 
thirteen years one of the farmers general of taxes in 

•1765. 

t Biographic UnlvereeUe.— Essai sur la Vie et le Regno de Frederia 
(I., par l'Abbe Denina. 
t CEavres posthames de Frederic II., Roi de Pnuwe. 
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France. In this capacity he discussed with him the 
fiscal regulations of his kingdom ; and it is from this 
time, that the commencement of the system for the 
better perception of taxes throughout the Prussian 
territories, which continued to be acted upon during 
the remainder of Frederic's reign, is to be dated.* In 
pursuance of this plan, and, it is supposed by the advice 
of Helvetius,| the whole management of the customs 
and excise, &c, was placed in the hands of French- 
men, who were imported for this purpose. The 
king's intention in this was, that the system, which 
was grounded upon that of France, should be con- 
ducted by persons who were already well acquainted 
with its bearings and details, which was not the 
case with his own subjects. He was aware of the 
many errors and abuses which existed in the collec- 
tion of taxes in France ; but he was of opinion that 
he could correct these, and only take from that 
country that portion of her administration which 
was really of a beneficial kind. The importation of 
such numbers of foreigners, at large salaries, was 
of course a very unpopular measure among the 
Prussians ; but Frederic disregarded the complaints 
of his subjects, and persisted in his plan ; which ap- 
pears, in spite of the abuse which has been at various 
times lavished upon it, to have been, upon the whole, 
crowned with success. This change in the system 
of the collection of the Prussian imposts took place 
in the year 1766.$ 

* Essai snr hi Vie et le Regno de Frederic H., par l'Abbe Denina. 

t In one of his conversations with the king, Helvetius said to him, 
when speaking of the many plans of finance which had been proposed 
to Frederic, and which be had offered to show to Helvetius, •< It is not 
necessary, sire, for me to read these projects, in order to know and ap- 
preciate them : all are reducible to one single proposition, which is 
this : I request your majesty to authorize me to rob your subjects of a 
certain rum, in consideration of which you shall have apart of it." 

X Thiebault, Souvenirs de Vingt Axis de S6jour a Berlin.— Essai sur 
la Vie et le Regne de Frederic U., par l'Abbe Denina.— Vie de Frederic 
U.— De la Monarchic Prussienne sous Frederic le Grand, par Mirabaao. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The King of Prussia's literary Pursuits— He becomes acquainted witfc 
some German Writers— Disturbances at Neufchatel— Territories at 
Bareith and Anspach— Meeting of tbe Emperor and King of Prussia 
at Neisse— Negotiations— They meet again at Neustadt— The Prinoa 
De Ligne's Account of this Event, and of the Conversations of Fred* 
eric— Frederic's Troops enter the Territory of Dantxic— State of thfl 
Liberty of the Press in Prussia— Scarcity of 1773— Frederic's Con 
duct to tbe Jesuits. 

Ha vino, in the preceding pages, given an account 
of the visits to Berlin of D'Alembert and Helvetius, 
it may not be inappropriate here to allude shortly to 
the King of Prussia's literary pursuits at this period 
of his life. His Memoirs of the House of Branden- 
burgh had been written and published in the year 
1746. It was also about the same time that he 
wrote his poem upon " The Art of War" (L'Art de 
la Guerre), which is incontestably his best poetical 
work. The Art of War contains many fine lines, 
and some striking passages ; but it does not possess 
that degree of excellence throughout which is ne- 
cessary to ensure permanent popularity to a long 
poem, upon the characters of generals and the de- 
tails of military tactics. Those who read it gene* 
rally do so more from curiosity to see what has been 
written by so celebrated a sovereign as the author, 
than from the reputed merits of the work itself.* 

During the same part of his life were written al) 
the lesser pieces of poetry, consisting principally of 
odes and epistles, as well as other smaller works of 
the King of Prussia, which were published at Berlin 
in 1700, under the title of " CEuvres melees du Phi- 
Iosophe de Sans Souci."f Surreptitious editions of 

■* Memoirs Historique de la derniexe Annee de la Vie de Frederic U„ 
par le Comte Herzberg. 
* Essai sur la Vie et le Regne de Frederic II., par l'Abbe Denina. 
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some of these poems had already appeared in Hol- 
land, at Lyons, and in other places; and it was 
partly in order to correct the errors which had crept 
into these, and partly to exclude various passages 
which might be displeasing to the sovereigns of Eu- 
rope and their ministers, that Frederic consented to 
the publication of them in a collected and authentic 
form.* 

As has been before mentioned, no sooner was the 
peace of Hubertsbourg concluded than Frederic 
began his History of the Seven Years' War 5 which 
was in some degree a continuation of his former 
historical work, relating to the two wars of Silesia, 
which he had entitled " Histoire de mon Temps," 
When this was completed, he commenced the work 
which is entitled, " M6moires depuis la Paix de Hu- 
bertsbourg, 1763, jusqu'a la fin du Partage de la 
Pologne, 1775 ;" and this was followed by his His* 
tory of the War of Bohemia in 1778, which was 
written towards the end of his life, and which con* 
eluded the series of his historical works, relating 
to his own career, and to the state of Europe during 
his reign. 

These volumes offer much to interest and to in- 
struct the lovers of the history of modern Europe, 
and the admirers of the hero who wrote them; but 
they are, perhaps, none of them equal in merit, eithei 
of composition or of amusement, to the earliest his- 
tories written by Frederic, namely, his Memoirs of 
the House of Brandenburgh. The style of this lattet 
work is terse and concise ; whereas in all the others 
the infinite details of military movements and civil ne- 
gotiations, of which at present the result is almost 
all that is important, are spun out to such length, 
that the interest of the narrative is overwhelmed by 
them. A wish also to be fair even to his enemies,— 
a merit which is indeed most remarkable throughout 

* Towerato Memoirs of Frederic DX— Thiebault, Souvenirs de ViQ£i 
Ana de Sejour a Berlin. 
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these volumes, has led the King of Prussia into too 
general a habit of praising those he mentions, — a 
fault which certainly was not one of his general 
character. 

In the maturer period of his life, which we are 
now treating of, Frederic composed dissertations 
and essays on various subjects, as well as eulogies, 
which were called for by the death of friends and 
relations. All of these he was accustomed to have 
read at the meetings of his academy; and Thie- 
bault was generally the person who was selected, 
first to correct, and afterward to read them.* 

Nor was the study of poetry forgotten. The love 
of writing verses was his earliest passion, and did 
not leave him until he descended into the tomb. 
As he expressed himself, when speaking upon the sub- 
ject, " For me, making verses is my greatest pleasure; 
it is a real injoyment, and a perfect and delightful 
relaxation : other studies, in comparison of this one, 
are only labours."! He still continued, and this taste 
also remained the same during his whole life, his 
exclusive admiration of French literature. It is 
true that, during the seven years' .war, while he 
was passing the winter of 1760 at Leipsic, he made 
acquaintance with some of the most eminent literary 
men of Germany, who resided in that city.J Among 
these was Gootsched, Winckler, and Gellert. A 
conversation of the king with the latter has been 
published, in the course of which Gellert recited to 
Frederic a fable of his own composition, which the 
monarch praised at the moment ; but it does not ap- 
pear, that he was in consequence led to a more will- 
ing or frequent study of German literature. $ We 
are informed, indeed, upon the authority of the pre- 
sent] patriarch, not only of German literature, but 

* Esaai sur la Vie et le Regno de Frederic II., par PAbW Deaina 

t Thiebanlt, Souvenirs de Vingt Ana de Sejour a Berlin. 

t Vie de Frederic n. 

4 EmiI cur la Vie et la Regne de Frederic II., par rAbbc Denina. 

QJfiU. 
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of that of Europe, that the only German poet, or 
indeed writer, whose works were liked by Frederic, 
was Canitz.* 

It appears, from one of his letters to D'Alembeit, 
that the King of Prussia, for a moment at least, had 
become tired and disgusted with French literature, 
and had even had thoughts of turning to that of other 
countries ; but if these ideas ever seriously crossed 
his mind, he certainly never put them in practice. 
" For this time, my dear D'Alembert, I cannot but 
think myself fortunate ; and, if you have a regard 
for me, you will be happy that I have escaped dying. 
The gout has made fourteen violent attempts against 
me, and it required great patience and strength to 
resist so many attacks. At length I am restored to 
myself, to my people, to my friends, and to my stu- 
dies. But I must tell you, that the mass of trashf 
you have sent me has absolutely disgusted me with 
reading. I am old, and frivolities no longer amuse 
me. I like what is solid ; and if I could become 
young again, I think I should make a divorce from 
the French, in order to place myself on the side of 
the English and the Germans. I have lived, my 
dear D'Alembert, to see many strange things : I have 
lived long enough to see the pope's soldiers wear my 
uniform, the Jesuits choose me for their general, and 
Voltaire write like an old woman. I have but little 
to tell you. In your quality of philosopher*, I know 
you do not trouble yourself with politics ; and my 
academy is too stupid to furnish you with any thing 
interesting. I have just declared a new war against 
lawsuits ; and I should be more vain than Perseus 
iU at the end of my career* I could succeed in de 
Btroying this monster with a hundred heads."$ 
The years 1767 and 1768 were principally occo 

* Memoires de Goethe. 

{New publications firom Paris. 
<Buvres posttaomes de Frederic II., Roi de 
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pied by Frederic in internal improvements, and visit* 
to his different provinces, for the purpose of inspect- 
ing personally into their wants and capabilities. In 
the latter year, the tranquillity of that distant part 
of his dominions, the canton of Neufchatel, was 
-disturbed. The inhabitants of this small territory 
{who had been subjects of the house of Brandenburgn 
ever since the death* of Mary of Orleans Longue- 
ville, widow of Henry of Savoy, Duke of Nemours) 
had always enjoyed the privilege of having the in- 
considerable taxes they paid to their sovereign col- 
lected by tax-gatherers who were natives of their 
own country. When the King of Prussia established 
the new system of finance through his dominions, the 
taxes of Neufchatel were farmed out to the highest 
bidders ; and these highest bidders happened to be for- 
eigners. The inhabitants of the canton resisted this 
innovation as an encroachment upon their ancient 
privileges. The cause was referred to the great 
council of Berne, the tribunal to which was attrib- 
uted the function of deciding any differences that 
might arise between the people of Neufchatel and 
their sovereign. The council of Berne decided in 
favour of the King of Prussia ; which so incensed 
the people of Neufchatel, that they murdered, with 
circumstances of tumult and great violence, their 
fellow-countryman Gaudot, who, in his capacity of 
the king's advocate-general, had pleaded his sove- 
reign's cause before the Bernese council. The king 
endeavoured to obtain justice on the murderers ; but 
the judges, who were natives of Neufchatel; acquitted 
them; and Frederic, who did not think it worth 
while to send an army across Germany to chastise 
this handful of rebellious subjects, finally left the 
decision of all their differences to the republic of 

Berne.f 
In 1769, the Margrave of Bareitbr died without male 

* In 1707. * 

t Eaaaisur la Vie eile Hague deFwckricIL par 1'AbM DtnioA. 

II.— S 
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heirs. As this event had been for some time fore* 

seen, and as there was also every probability that 
the margraviate of Anspach would share the same 
fate, Frederic had already taken measures for re- 
uniting them both to the crown of Prussia. The 
last time they had been severed from the other ter- 
ritories belonging to the head of the house of Bran-' 
denburgh was at the commencement of the seven- 
teenth century, when the Elector John George had 
given Bareith to his second son, and Anspach to 
his third. Frederic and his next brother, Augustus 
William, had entered, in the year 1762, into a family 
convention with the two margraves. By this the 
king and prince guarantied the union of the two 
margraviates under one sovereign, in case either of 
them died without male issue. This concession was 
made by them upon condition that, if the male line 
of both the margraves should extinguish, their joint 
territories should forthwith revert to the Prussian 
sovereign. This event took place early in the pre- 
sent century,* when the territories in question be- 
came the property of the King of Prussia. In the 
changes which have since taken place in the divisions 
of Europe, Bareith, as well as Anspach, has fallen 
to the share of the King of Bavaria. 

It was during this year that the King of Prussia, 
being at Neisse in Silesia, received a visit from the 
Emperor Joseph the Second* The latter sovereign, 
who had a great admiration for celebrity of all kinds, 
had been long anxious to meet the great enemy of 
his house ; but had been dissuaded from such a step, 
upon different occasions, by his mother, the Empress 
Maria Theresa, f At length he succeeded in grati- 
fying his curiosity ; and on the 25th of August the 
two sovereigns met4 Frederic says, that it was 
the fears of the courts of Berlin and Vienna, at the 
successes of the Russians over the Turks, that occa- 

•1805. r f Vie de Frederic H. 

X Ttwenb Memoirs of FrederiA HL 
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sioned this interview ; and he also informs us, that 
upon this occasion, he and the emperor signed an 
act binding themselves to preserve the neutrality of 
Germany, in case of a war between England and 
France. He then gives the following sketch of the 
emperor : — " The emperor wished to preserve a strict 
incognito, and had therefore taken the name of Count 
de Falkenstein; and it was thought that the real 
way to do him honour was to conform in every 
thing to his wishes. This young prince affected a 
frankness which seemed natural to him ; his amiable 
and agreeable character showed itself in a gayety 
•united with much liveliness ; but with the desire to 
learn he had not the patience to instruct himself ; 
which, however, did not prevent a real friendship and 
esteem from springing up between the two mon~ 
archs."* 

Frederic was probably not sorry to become per- 
sonally acquainted with the character of the young 
emperor ;~upon the principle which dictated the 
answer he is said to have made to some one, who 
expressed surprise at the number of portraits of the 
emperor in the apartments at'the Sans Souci, — " He 
is a young man, 9 ' said the king, " whom one should 
never lose sight of."f 

The king received the emperor on the staircase 
of the episcopal palace at Neisse. When they met, 
the emperor said, " At length my wishes are accom- 
plished ;" and Frederic replied, " This day is one of 
the brightest in my whole life." At first, Frederic 
insisted upon the emperor's going before him ; and 
after some contest on the staircase the emperor 
yielded, saying, at the same time, with much grace, 
** Oh, sire, if you begin to manoeuvre, I must yield 
to you, and go wherever you wish me." Afterward, 
at the emperor's earnest entreaty, all ceremonial 

of this kind was banished, and nothing but military 

* 

* Memoires depute 1763 jusqu'i 1775, par Frederic It 
t u Ctatt nn jeoiie bomme, quil do foot pas perdre de 
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rank w?\s observed ; in consequence of which Fred- 
eric had the precedence as the oldest general. The 
emperor dined with Frederic, and passed the morning 
with him inspecting his troops. After two days 
thus employed, the emperor returned to his camp at 
Kolin, and the king went to Breslau. 

During the following year, Frederic returned the 
emperor's visit, who was at the time encamped at 
Neustadt, in Moravia ; where the King of Prussia 
arrived on the 3d of September. It was upon this 
occasion that Joseph was accompanied by the Prince 
de Ligne,* who has left so amusing an account of 
the royal interviews. The imperial minister, Prince 4 
Kaunitz, was also in the emperor's train, and had 
long conversations with the King of Prussia ; with 
ti view of endeavouring to induce him to side with 
Austria against the increasing power of Russia. 
Frederic says, "Kaunitz detailed, with great em- 
phasis, the system of policy of his court, which he 
xepresented as a political chef-tFcBuvre, of which he 
was himself the author."t He does not, however, 
appear to have persuaded the monarch of this fact, or 
of the soundness of his peculiar views, at present. 
The king adds, with regard to the emperor, that he 

* Charles Joseph Prince de Ligne, the head of an ancient and illus- 
trious family in the Low Countries, was born at Brussels In 1735. As 
a military man, he early distinguished himself by his bravery ; but it is 
to bis literary and conversational talents that he owes his celebrity. 
He appears to have been, by the common testimony of all who knew 
him, one of the most lively and agreeable men of his time ; and among 
his voluminous writings, for nearly forty volumes of them are pub- 
lished, are many written with a lightness and a grace which must en. 
sure to them a long popularity. Such are his Narrative of the Journey 
of the Empress Catharine through the Southern Parts of ber Dominions, 
comprised In a Series of Letters to the Marquise de Coigny ; his Account 
of his Two Visits to Frederic the Great ; and a work, supposed to have 
proceeded from his pen, entitled " Vie du Prince Eugene, ecrite par Iui- 
meme." The prince died in December, 1814, at Vienna, while the con-» 
gross was assembled there. A few days before his death, he said, in 
allusion to the f&tes which were taking place, " Le congres danse ; 11 ne 
marche pas. lis aiment les spectacles ; eh bien ! je leur en reserve nn 
moi, et tout neuf pour eux, . . . c'est renterrement d'on feld-marecnal !* 

t Memolres de 1763 jusqu'a 1775, par Frederic II 
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found his character the same, that he had judged it 
to be, upon the occasion of their former meeting. 

It appears that Frederic still persisted, to the 
great annoyance of the emperor, in pressing upon 
him the honours of precedency. To show himself, 
says the Prince de Ligne, a well-disciplined elector, 
he insisted upon holding the emperor's bridle when 
he got on horseback, and then placing his foot in the 
stirrup. The emperor, on the other hand, though 
less ceremonious than the king, showed the latter 
great deference and respect, and such as was natural 
for a young prince to exhibit to an old king, and a 
voung soldier to one of the greatest generals. The 
conversations of the two monarchs comprised all 
topics, even that Of politics. At most of them 
the Prince de Ligne was present; and his remark is, 
that the emperor was much more at his ease with 
the king than the latter was with him. *' One saw," 
he adds-, " that Frederic the Second liked Joseph the 
Second, but that the preponderance of the empire, 
and the neighbourhood of Bohemia to Silesia, 
arrested the feelings which the king would other- 
wise have felt for the emperor." 

At one of these conversations the subject under 
discussion was, the course of life the most to be 
wished for, if the choice were in our own power. The 
Prince de Ligne's opinion was asked by the two 
sovereigns. " I told them, that I should like to be 
a pretty woman till thirty ; then, a very fortunate 
and able general of an array till sixty ; and then, not 
knowing exactly what to add, a cardinal till eighty. 
The king, who likes to laugh at the sacred college, 
began to joke about them ; and the emperor joined 
in this very heartily. This supper wag one of the 
gayest and most agreeable I. ever witnessed. The 
emperor and king were without pretension and with- 
out reserve, whioh was not the case entirely tho 
other days they were together; and the agreeable- 
ness of two men, so superior in themselves, and often 
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to much surprised to find themselves together, was 
the most delightful thing possible." 

The Prince de Ligne had also several interviews 
t6te+a-t£te with Frederic. At one of these, the latter 
passed in review the characters of the Austrian gen- 
erals ; and it is pleasing to find him doing full justice 
to men who had been so losg his formidable oppo- 
nents. He first bestowed great praise upon Lacy 
and Laudon, and then mentioned Marshal Daun. " I 
told him," said the prince, " that I thought he would 
have been considered a great general, if he had been 
only opposed to the French ; but that, having to make 
head against kirn, he had not been able to show him- 
self to the best advantage, because he always saw 
him with the thunder in his hand, like Jupiter, anni- 
hilating his army. This remark appeared to give 
him pleasure. He testified much esteem for Marshal 
Daun, and then praised General Brentano. I asked 
him the reason for the praises with which I heard 
he had mentioned General Beck. * I thought he was 
a man of merit.* — ' Sire, I do not think so ; he never 
did you much harm.'—* He sometimes took my con- 
voys.' — ' And he allowed your generals to escape.' 
— * I never beat him.* — ' He never approached near 
enough, sire, for that ; and I always thought, that your 
majesty only appeared to have a high opinion of him, 
in order that confidence might be reposed in him, 
and that he might have larger bodies of troops in- 
trusted to him, which your majesty could have taken 
advantage of.' — ' Do you know who taught me the 
little I know in military matters t Yonr old Marshal 
Traun ; that was a man, indeed.' 

"The conversation afterward turned upon the 
French, their literature, and Louis the Fourteenth. 

* That was the patriarch of kings,' said Frederic. — 

* A King of France is always,* observed the prince, 
•the patriarch of men of literature.' — * Ah,' said the 
king, 'that is a bad lot; they are the worst of all 
people to govern. It is better to be the patriarch 
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of the Greeks, like my sister the Empress of Russia. 
That brings and will bring her in a-good deal more. 
That is, indeed, a religion which comprehends so 
many countries, and such various nations. For our 
pdor Lutherans, they are so few in number that it 
is not worth while to be their patriarch.' — ' Never- 
theless, sire, if the Calvinists and all the other sects 
were united to them, it would be rather a good post. 9 
The king seemed to be excited by this idea, and his 
eyes became animated. This, however, did not 
last when I said to him, * If the emperor was the 

Eatriarch of the Catholics, that also would be no 
ad place.' — ' Very well,* said he, smiling, * there is 
Europe divided between three patriarchs. But I was 
wrong to have commenced this subject; you see 
where it leads us to. It seems to me that our 
dreams are not like those of an honest man, to use 
the expression of the regent. If Louis the Four- 
teenth were living, he would be obliged to us.' All 
these patriarchal ideas, possible or impossible to 
realize, gave him for a moment a thoughtful air, 
and almost put him out of humour." The prince 
then gave the king a very entertaining character of 
the then Prince of Conti ; and adds, " This portrait 
seemed to amuse the king. It was necessary to 
captivate him by some interesting or remarkable 
anecdote, otherwise he escaped from you, and did 
not give you any opportunity of putting in a word." 
Upon another occasion, the sufferings inflicted by 
the late war were mentioned. " * I beg your pardon,' 
said Frederic, * for having so often tormented you. 
I am also sorry for all that happened on the score 
of humanity. But what an admirable war it was 
for apprentice warriors ! I alone committed enough 
faults to teach your younger men to become much 
better generals than I am. — By-the-way, how I ad- 
mire your grenadiers ! how well they defiled before 
me yesterday ! If the god Mars wished to raise a 
guard for his person, I would counsel him to take 
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them at once without any selection. Do yon know 
I was also much pleased with the emperor yesterday 
at supper 1 Did you hear what he said to me about 
the liberty of the press and freedom of conscience 1 
He will be very different from all his good ances- 
tors.' — 'I am sure, sire, that he is without preju- 
dices, and that your majesty has been a source of 
great instruction to him. 9 — * He showed his disap. 
probation yesterday with great delicacy of the 
ridiculous regulations respecting publications at 
Vienna, and the too great attachment of his mother, 
though without naming her, to certain points which 
only cause hypocrites. But, apropos of that, the 
empress must detest you! 9 — 'Not at all, sire: on 
the contrary, she sometimes scolds me for my 
errors, but quite maternally. She pities me, and is 
sure I shall eventually change ; and the other day 
she said to me, " I do not know how you manage, 
for you are the intimate friend of Father Griffet; 
the Bishop of Neustadt always speaks well of you, 
and so does the Archbishop of Mechlin; and even •' 

the cardinal likes you ! w ' " 

On one of the days the two sovereigns passed 
together, Marshal Laudon, who dined with them, 
was not arrived when they sat down to table. This 
gave the king occasion to say, " This is contrary to 
his usual custom ; formerly, he often arrived before 
me. Pray let him sit here near me. I had always 
rather have him on my side than opposite to me." 
After dinner he desired the Prince de Ligne to point 
out to him the principal officers present, and espe- 
cially those who had served under Marshal Traun. 
" ' For, 9 said he, * as I believe I before told you, he 
was my master ; he corrected me for the faults I 
committed.'— ' Your majesty was very ungrateful, 
then, for you never recompensed him for his lessons. 
In order to have done so, you should at least have 
allowed yourself to be beaten by him, and I do not 
remember that that was ever the case '— >' I nevei 
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was beacen, because I did not fight. It is thus that 
sometimes the greatest generals have carried on a 
war: for instance, the two campaigns of 1674 and 
1675 of De Montecuculi and M. de Turenne along 
the Renchen. There was no great difference be- 
tween Traun and the first ; but how great a one, just 
heaven ! between the second and me !' 

" I pointed out to him the Count d'Althan, who 
had been adjutant-general, and the Count Pellegrini. 
He asked me twice where they were, and then 
begged me to excuse him, for he was so short- 
sighted. ' And yet, sire, during war, it seems to me 
your sight was not only very good, but very ex- 
tended.' — ' Ah,' replied he, ' that was not me, that 
was my glass. 9 — ' Oh, sire, what would I give to get 
such a one ! but I fear that it would no more suit 
my eyes than the sword of Scanderbeg would ray 
arm.' He went on, asking the names of various 
persons; and I told him those of different young 
princes, who had just entered the. service, and some 
of whom promised well. * That may be,' said he ; 
' but I believe, in the empire, it is necessary to cross 
the races. For me, I like the offspring of love, 
such as Marshal Saxe and myAnhalt;* though I 
anrafraid, poor fellow, since the fall he has had on 
his head, it is not 'quite in such good order as it was 
before, — a circumstance I should be much grieved 

* The General d'AJihalt was, according to Bfirabeav, the son of a 
cook-maid and of a host of fathers (" il eat lie (Tune cuislniere et d'une 
foule de peres"). The same authority state* that he was first a groom, 
then a smuggler, and then a spy. Thiebanlt gives the following ac- 
eoont of him:—" He arrived, for a time, at a great degree of power i& 
■is quality of adjutant-general to Frederic the Great I do not know 
bow he got the name he bore, or when and how he entered the army ; 
but he certainly was a man who possessed in a singular degree the 
qualities and the genius proper to distinguish himself in it. His con- 
ception was happy and rapid, and his execution still more so. A fell 
from his horse, in which he was so severely wounded in the head that 
trepanning became necessary, and which caused occasionally an aliena- 
tion of mind, prevented his being any longer employed.* He appears to 
nave shown great ingratitude to the memory of bis sovereign and * 
tutor altar bis death. 
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for, both for himself and for me, for he to a man fall 
of talent.' I own I am glad to have remembered 
this, because I have heard foolish and malicious 
people accuse the King of Prussia of insensibility, 
and say that he had not appeared at all touched by 
the accident of the man he seemed to love the best. 
,He would have been indeed but too fortunate if they 
'had only said that of him, and not also charged him 
with being jealous of the merit of Schwerin and 
Keith, and delighted when he had got them killed. 
Thus it is that persons of mediocrity strive to lower 
great men, in order to diminish the vast space by 
which they are separated from them." 

The two sovereigns reviewed the imperial troops 
stationed at Newstadt together ; and it was after one 
of these military spectacles that the Prince de Ligne 
says, " I had almost forgot to mention a little occa- 
sion I had to improve the good feelings of the two 
monarchs towards one another. The king said to 
me, ' I was very much pleased to-day at the way in 
which your columns were drawn out, and at their 
manoeuvres.' — ' And I, sire,' said I, * at the coup-d'otil 
of the emperor, which was just and rapid, and he 
never miscalculated the ground and the distances a 
single step/ At this moment arrived the emperor, 
and asked the king what I was saying to him. * I 
am sure,' replied the latter, * he will not venture to 
repeat it to your majesty. I fear even I shall hardly 
have the courage. It was, that we were both of the 
same opinion with regard to the movement which 
you yourself ordered the hussars who protected the 
evolutions to make this morning. We were both 
gratified at seeing with how much judgment your 
majesty placed them at the exact point where they 
ought to find themselves.' The king soon spoiled 
this little madrigal; and the epigram of his entranee 
into Bohemia, a few years afterward, was a good 
deal more in his usual style." 

"One day," continues the Prince de Ligne, "tlw 
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two sovereigns were peculiarly confidential to each 
other, and talked politics together. ' All the world,* 
said the king, * cannot have the same system of 
politics ; it must depend upon the situation, the cir- 
cumstances, and the power of each separate state ; 
what woald be good for rae might not suit your 
majesty. I have sometimes risked a political false- 
hood/ — ' What is that!* said the emperor, laughing. 
— 4 It is, for example,' said the king, also laughing, ' to 
invent a piece of news which I knew would be dis- 
covered to be false in four-and-twenty hours : but 
that did not signify ; before its falsity was known, it 
had already had its effect.' " 

The extracts from the narrative of the Prince de 
Ligne cannot be better concluded than by one which, 
though relating to a small circumstance, is undoubt- 
edly very characteristic of Frederic: — "The king 
had dressed himself, as well as all his suite, in 
white* uniforms, in compliment to us, and in order 
to spare us the sight of the blue, which we had seen 
so mueh during the war. He had therefore the 
appearance of belonging to our army, and to the 
suite of the emperor. There was, I believe, in this 
visit, on both sides, a little personality, some dis- 
trust, and perhaps a beginning of bitterness, — 
which, Philip de Comines says, always happens at 
the interviews of sovereigns. The king took a 
great deal of Spanish snuff; and as he tried to clean 
his coat from the effects of it as well as he was 
able, he said to me, ' I am not sufficiently clean for 
you, gentlemen; I am not worthy to wear your 
colours.' By his manner, when he said this, I could 
not help believing that he would take the first op* 
portunity that presented itself of dirtying them with 
gunpowder."! The event proved the justness of the 
prince's opinions upon this occasion. 

* The Austrian colour. 

t Memoirea et Melange* historiquea et literaires, par le Prince da 

Ligne. 
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In the autumn of this year the Prussian troops 
entered the territories of the free town of Dantzic, 
seized upon some of the outposts, took possession 
of the cannons found in them, and made a good 
many prisoners. They continued for some weeks 
in this manner encamped near the town. The 
reasons assigned by Frederic for this invasion were 
certain griefs sustained by the Prussian recruiters 
from the Dantzickers, and interruptions of the Prus- 
sian commerce at the custom-house. This little 
marauding expedition cannot fail to remind us of the 
one against the Bishop of Liege, described by Vol- 
taire, at the commencement of the reign of Frederic. 
After resisting for some time, and appealing in vain 
for assistance to other powers, the inhabitants of 
Dantzic were compelled to submit to the term? 
which their powerful enemy offered them. These 
were, to pay a sum of money ; to allow the Prussia* 
recruiting officers full permission to exercise then 
calling on their territories ; not to harbour Prussian 
deserters; and, finally, to comport themselves in 
such a manner as not to give any cause of complaint 
to his Prussian majesty.* 

About this period, or a little later, Frederic re- 
stricted the liberty of the press in his dominions by 
means of the establishment of censors, or licensers, 
without whose imprimatur no work was to be pub- 
lished. But though the form of restraining the 
freedom of publishing was adopted by Frederic, in 
no country was the press really more free than in 
the Prussian territories. He was in the habit of fre- 
quently exempting publishers entirely from the 
power of the licensers ; and whenever cases were 
referred to him to confirm penalties which had been 
incurred by unlicensed publications, he almost inva- 
riably annulled them, writing with his own hand at 
the bottom of the statement, " My intention is that 

* Towers'* Mematrt of Frederic HL 
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the press should be free." So little also was he 
solicitous to prevent the appearance of libels against 
himself or his government, that upon one occasion 
he actually encouraged the publication of a work of 
this kind. A publisher in a foreign town had sent 
him a manuscript copy of a libel against himself, 
hoping to obtain money from the king for its sup* 
pression. So far, however, was Frederic from 
complying with his intentions, that he sent for one 
of his Berlin publishers and gave the manuscript to 
him, saying, " I advise you to publish this ; you will 
make a good thing of it. 9 ' 

The real history of the establishment of eensors 
in the Prussian dominions, and of the ordinances in- 
flicting penalties upon the publishers of libels, which 
occasionally appeared, was the fear which Frederic 
had lest other governments should seek to quarrel 
with him for satires upon them published within his 
jurisdiction. It was always, indeed, after some 
representations of this kind had been made to his 
government (and they were not unfrequent towards 
the end of his reign, especially from the Empress 
Catherine, who was very sensitive upon these mat- 
ters), that fresh ordinances upon the subject were 
published. But the real and only object of Frederic 
was, by these threats of punishments, to compel the 
publishers and venders of such books to use some 
caution and secrecy in the sale of them. In this he 
was for the most part successful.* 

So great, indeed, was the political freedom, not 
only of the press, but also of conversation at Berlin, 
that it sometimes caused much astonishment in trav- 
ellers of other nations, who, before they arrived in 
the Prussian dominions, were only impressed with 
the arbitrary nature of the form of government there. 
u Nothing surprised me more," observes a well- 
known English traveller, " when I first came to Ber- 
ate de Frederic II. . 
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lin than the freedom with which the people spoke 
of the measures of government and of the conduct 
of the king. I have heard political topics, and others 
which I should have thought still more ticklish, dis- 
cussed here with as little ceremony as at a London 
coffee-house. The same freedom appears in the 
bookseller's shops, where literary productions of all 
kinds are sold openly. The pamphlet lately pub- 
lished On the division of Poland, wherein the king is 
very roughly treated, is to be had without difficulty, 
as well as other performances which attack some of 
the most conspicuous characters with all the bitter- 
ness of «atire. A government supported by an army 
of 180,000 men may safely disregard the criticisms 
of a few speculative politicians and the pen of the 
satirist. While his majesty retains the power of dis- 
posing of the lives and properties of his subjects as 
his wisdom shall direct, he allows them the most 
perfect freedom to amuse themselves with as many 
remarks or jokes on his conduct as they please."* 

The severe scarcity which visited the north of 
Germany in the year 1779 showed, in its strongest 
light, the sagacious foresight of Frederic. His father, 
Frederic William, had erected in various parts of his 
dominions vast magazines, which were intended to 
have been only made use of for the provisioning of 
the army. Frederic had always considered them also 
as a means of preventing the horrors of famine from 
falling on his subjects. With this view he was ac- 
customed when corn was low to buy vast quantities 
of it; far more than could by possibility be made 
use of by the soldiery. When the price rose, if the 
dearness did not amount to scarcity, the king sold 
his corn to advantage. If scarcity seemed imminent 
he distributed it in the way to afford the greatest 
relief to his subjects. Upon the present occasion he 
had foreseen the probability of famine, and had made 

• Dr. Moore's Vtowot Society and Manners in France SwitMrland, 
and Germany. 
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such extensive preparations to meet it, that he not 
only prevented its pressing upon his own people, but 
-was enabled besides to sell a vast deal of corn, at 
a great profit, to the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
countries.* 

The King of Prussia attracted at this time the 
attention of the other nations of Europe by his con- 
duct with regard to the Jesuits. These reverend 
fathers had been much decried in public estimation 
for a long period of time ; but they had been always 
strenuously supported by the court of Rome, to 
whom they were entirely devoted ; and also by the 
Catholic sovereigns, who found their casuistry and 
laxity of morals convenient in the royal confession- 
als.f But a conspiracy against the King of Portugal 
in 1758, of which the Jesuits are supposed to have 
been cognizant, gave the first blow to their power. 
Garvalho, Marquis of Pombal, the prime-minister of 
that country, never ceased his persecution of them 
till he had driven them out of the Portuguese domin- 
ions. This was succeeded by similar treatment in 
France, where the Duke de Choiseul, assisted by the 
parliaments, deprived them of all their schools and 
establishments, and finally abolished them as an order 
in that kingdom. 

These examples were followed in Spain, in Naples, 
Parma, and Malta; and finally Clement the Four- 
teenth, Ganganelli, one of the most sensible and best 
Eontiffs that ever sat in the papal chair, published a 
ull in the year 1773 abolishing the society of Jesus.{ 
Upon this Voltaire remarks, " All the Catholic sove- 
reigns of Europe expelled the Jesuits; and the King 
of Prussia, though a Protestant prince, preserved 
them, to the great astonishment of other nations. 
This was because that monarch only saw in them 
men who were peculiarly capable of educating youth 



* Eisad sur la Vie et le Regno de Frederic H, par l'Abtt Drain* 
Voltaire, Steele de Lbui* XV. 
Iires of Alberoni, Ripperda, and PombaL 
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and of teaching polite literature, which was but littl* 
cultivated in his dominions, except by himself. He 
thought them useful, and did not fear them. He re- 
garded with the same feelings the teachers of differ 
ent sects and religions, establishing the most uni- 
versal tolerance as the first of all dogmas; more 
occupied with his army than his colleges, and know* 
ing very well that with his soldiers he could keep 
in order all the theologians ; and caring very little 
whether it was a Jesuit or a priest of another order 
who taught Cicero and Virgil to the " rising gene- 
ration."* 

In order to please the court of Rome, with whom 
Frederic wished to be upon good terms, he permitted 
the brief of Clement the Fourteenth against the Jes- 
uits to be received in his dominions ; but he left them 
in possession of all their establishments and institu- 
tions, and even received many of those of other coun- 
tries, who had been obliged to fly from the persecu- 
tion which was raised against them.f He also 
directed his agent at Rome to inform the pope that, 
as by the treaty of Breslau he had guarantied the 
religion of Silesia in the state in which it then was, 
he must ever consider that the Jesuits were included 
in this stipulation ; and he is said to have added, that 
as he was a heretic he did not conceive his holiness 
could grant him a dispensation for breaking his word, 
or for deviating from the duty of an honest man or 
of a good sovereign.]; 

Of his proceedings upon this subject he gave the 
following half-serious, half-comic account in one of 

* Voltaire, Steele de Louis XV.— Perhaps Frederic, in his support of 
the Jesuits, had some lurking wish to show his contempt of all religions : 
to show that he thought them and their professors all upon a par, ana 
equally below his notice. Such, at least, is the meaning of a sentence 
of Voltaire, which has not been quoted . It is to be hoped, however, that 
he had better views and feelings ; that humanity, joined to a desire of 
promoting education among his Roman Catholic subjects, led him to the 
measures he adopted with regard to the Jesuits. 

IEssai sur la Vie et le Regne de Frederic II., par l'Abbe Denioa. 
Towers's Memoirs of Frederic III. 
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his conversations with the Prince de Ligne : " Why," 
said he, " have they (i. e. the powers of Europe) 
abolished those depositories of the lore of Rome and 
Athens, those excellent professors of the humanities, 
and perhaps I might add of humanity; those late 
reverend fathers 1 Education will lose by this. But 
as my brothers, the Catholic kings, and most Chris- 
tian, and most faithful, and Apostolic kings, have all 
driven them out, I, who am most heretic, collect as 
many of them as I can ; and perhaps some day they 
will pay court to me to get some of them. I keep 
up the race ; and I said to some of those about me 
the other day, * A rector like you, my reverend father, 
I can very well sell for 300 crowns ; and you, a rev- 
erend father provincial, for 600 ;' and so of the others 
in proportion. When one is not rich, one likes to 
make little speculations."* 



CHAPTER III. 

Afflrira of Poland— Disturbance* in that Kingdom fomented by Russia— 
Confederation of Barr— Barbarities committed by the Russian Troops, 
and the Zaporavians— War between Turkey and Russia— Conductor 
Frederic— Successes of the Russians— The Polish Confederates de- 
clare 8tanislas dethroned— Negotiations for the Partition of Poland — 
Frederic mediates between Russia and Turkey— Treaty of Partition- 
Frederic's Improvement in Prussian Poland— Marriages of the Grand- 
duke Paul— Restlessness of the Emperor Joseph— **ederic ill with the 
Gout— Count Hoditz. 

It becomes now necessary to return to the affairs 
of Poland, for it was at this period that the catas- 
trophe of that unhappy country was consummated. 
And in order to do so with advantage and perspicuity, 
it will be advisable to cast a cursory glance at the 

* Memoires et Melanges historiques et litteraires, par le Prince 4» 
Ugue. 
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state of Poland, and her relations with other powers 

for the few previous years. 

Very shortly after the election of Stanislas Ponia- 
towsky the Empress of Russia had become dissatis- 
fied with the conduct of her former creature, that 
sovereign. Stanislas was a man of great ambition, 
which had been nurtured and increased by the pre- 
diction of an Italian astrologer at his birth to his 
mother, that he should become a sovereign ; but he 
had neither the magnanimity nor the force of char- 
acter to guide himself in the stormy elevation to 
which he had been raised.* He therefore suffered 
himself to be led by his uncles, the princes Czarto- 
rinsky, whose object was to render the crown heredi- 
tary in their family. With the view of attaining this 
object, they altered the ancient laws and custom* 
of Poland ; so that, from having been virtually a re- 
public, it now approached near to being an absolute 
monarchy. Catherine, upon this, took the part of 
those among the Poles who resisted these innova- 
tions. She sent to Warsaw as her ambassador a 
man of bad character, named Saldern, who was in- 
structed to foment the troubles which he nominally 
came to allay .f 

Frederic, in the mean while, was much disposed 
to maintain his union with Catherine, in spite of 
some slight differences which had occurred between 
them. Catherine had wished to include England, 
Denmark, Poland, Sweden, and Saxony in the treaty 
of Petersburg ; that is to say, to form a league of the 
north of Europe against the south ; but to this pro- 
ject Frederic refused to consent.J In spite of this 
subject of difference, the Prussian monarch was most 
anxious to remain well with his powerful neighbour, 
and to adopt her views with regard to Poland; and 
m circumstance occurred at this time which, by ren» 

* Rnlhiere, Histobe de PAnarchie de Polonw. 
t GUlies't View of the Ueiga of Frederic B> 
t Ibid, 
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tiering him personally hostile to Stanislas, bound 
him still closer to the Russian empress. Stanislas, 
whose vanity was overweening, had had hopes given 
him by the imperial court (hopes which it is believed 
were never intended to be realized), that he should 
be permitted to marry an archduchess. The King 
of Prussia discovered these manoeuvres, and was so 
incensed by them that he exclaimed in his first mo- 
ments of anger, " I will crush his head for him with 
his own crown." From this moment he became the 
the bitter enemy of Poniatowsky.* 

From this time (1765) till its final partition, Poland 
became one continued scene of tumult and confusion. 
Well may Rulhiere call his work a History of the 
Anarchy of Poland ; a fitter term could not be devised 
to express the state of this unhappy country. Civil 
war, religious persecution and intolerance, the artful 
and mischievous intrigues of sovereigns who sought 
the dismemberment of the kingdom, all contributed 
to inflict misery upon its wretched inhabitants. At 
first the Russian government, and Repnin its ambas- 
sador, who had succeeded S alder n, took part against 
the King of Poland ; subsequently, upon his making 
submission to the empress, they sided. with him 
against that portion of his subjects who, indignant at 
Russian domination, had formed themselves into an 
opposing body to the overweening insolence and 
tyranny of that power. This league was called " the 
Confederation of Barr," from its first act having been 
signed at a little town of that name in the province 
of Podolia. 

The first meeting of the confederation took place 
in February, 1768, and the chiefs there assembled 
named as their leader the Prince Radzivil, the most 
powerful nobleman of Poland. At this time the Rus- 
sians had many troops in Poland ; and the raising the 
standard of the confederation was the signal for al« 
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/owing these soldiers to exercise every kind of licen- 
tious cruelty upon the inhabitants. Barbarous as had 
been their conduct to the Poles hitherto, it was mild- 
ness itself compared to what now followed. The 
Empress of Russia was at this time threatened with 
a war with Turkey, that power having been much 
incensed by her interference in the affairs of Poland. 
Her object was, before this war broke out, to terrify 
the Poles into submission, and to exterminate the 
confederates. The cruelties, the massacres, exe- 
cuted by the Russian commanders, under the express 
orders of their ruthless and blood-stained sovereign, 
the female Tiberius of modern times, make humanity 
shudder. 

Not content with the torrents of blood shed by her 
own semi-barbarous armies, she also incited the Za- 
poravians, a tribe of the most atrocious banditti, who 
dwelt among the cataracts of the Borysthenes, to 
massacre the Poles in the Ukraine. These wretches, 
who lived by blood and rapine, were too happy, with 
the prospect of impunity, to execute the wishes of 
the empress. The Ukraine was entirely laid waste, 
and the inhabitants put to death by means of the 
most inhuman and revolting tortures. The lowest 
calculation of the number of human beings who lost 
their lives in this indiscriminate massacre is 50,000, 
the highest 200,000.* 

But these barbarities of the empress neither tran- 
quillized Poland nor prevented the war with Turkey. 
Towards the end of the year 1768 that power sent 
the Russian ambassador at Constantinople to the 
fortress of the Seven Towers, and declared war 
against the czarina. The emissaries of the Duke de 
Choiseul, who was now prime minister of France, 
had greatly assisted in exciting the resistance to the 
Russians in Poland ; while at the same time they 
inflamed the cabinet of Vienna against Catherine, 

* BaHifeie, Htotoire de P Aoarchte de la PetafM. 
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and stirred up the porte to take vengeance upon 
Russia for having, in the pursuit by the Russian army 
of the Polish confederates whom they had defeated, 
burnt the town of Balta in the Turkish territory.* 

Meanwhile, the wary Frederic remained perfectly 
quiet. His wish was, as he expressed himself, " to 
let the czarina humble herseLff by her different 
wars ; certain that at last, under these circumstances, 
he and the court of Vienna must become the media- 
tors between Catharine and her enemies, — an office 
which he by no means intended to execute gratui- 
tously. "At the approach of this war (between 
Russia and Turkey), which it was impossible to pre- 
vent, and which could not -but influence the fate of 
so many nations, the conduct of the King of Prussia 
was worthy of his genius. Thirty years of labours, 
of successes, of glory, an army of 200,000 men in- 
ured to war under his own eyes, and unceasingly 
disciplined under his orders, and a treasure of reserve 
of more than a hundred millions of livres,$ and daily 
increasing by means of his economy, rendered him 
the master for the future, to follow only his own 
wishes in the different agitations of Europe. He 
was not afraid to announce loudly his pacific inten- 
tions, and his design to avoid carefully every thing 
which might extend the miseries of war. At the 
same time he resolved to be faithful to all the en- 
gagements of his alliance with Russia; to pay annu- 
ally the three millions (of francs) of subsidy which 
he had agreed by his treaty to give upon the arrival 
of the present contingency ; and to restrain by the 
terrors of his arms whoever should seek to increase 
the embarrassments of that empire."^ 

The respite afforded to the Poles by the war be- 
tween Russia and Turkey was not of long duration. 

* GHUieft's View of the Reign of Frederic II. 
t " De laisser mater la czarine* was his phrase. 
t 4,000,000 pounds sterling. . 

ft Rulhiere, Hiatoiredel'AnarchVede la Pologne.— Gillies'* View sf 0» 
Rrtgn of Frederic U 



S46 UFS OF FREDERIC II. [1778 

The successes of the Russians over the Turks were 
speedy and important. "The generals of Cathe- 
rine," observes Frederic, " were ignorant of castra- 
metation and tactics ; those of the sultan had still 
less knowledge ; so that, if any one wishes to have 
a just idea of this contest, he must represent to him- 
self a party of one»eyed people, who, after having 
beaten thoroughly a party of blind ones, have ob 
tained a complete ascendant over them."* The 
Turks, in a short time, lost several battles; the 
whole province of Moldavia, which was taken from 
them by Prince Gallitzin, and their fleet, which was 
burnt in the bay of Tschesme' by the Russian ad- 
miral, Elphinston. These events were followed by 
the overrunning of Wallachia by Marshal Roman- 
zow. These extraordinary successes of the Rus- 
sians excited the alarm of all the neighbouring 
powers, and occasioned, as has. been before men- 
tioned, the meetings of the emperor with the King 
of Prussia in 1769 and 1770 ; as well as a greater 
cordiality between the courts of Vienna and Pots- 
dam than had ever before existed. Frederic, who, 
with his usual sagacity, was anxious to put an end 
to the war, before the strength of the Ottoman Porte 
was entirely overthrown, contrived, by his nego- 
tiations, to persuade that generally unpersuadable 
power to request the meditation of himself and of 
the. court of Vienna, to arrange matters between the 
two empires. This occurred in 1770. f 

The Empress of Russia now again turned her 
thoughts to Poland, which had continued agitated 
by tumults and outrages ; for that unhappy people 
seemed destined, even when they had obtained a 
short respite from the violences of foreign tyrants, 
to be the ruin and the destruction of one another.^ 
On the 9th of April, 1770, the Polish confederates, 

* Memoires depute 1703 jusqu*. 1775, par Frederic II. 
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who concinued the warfare against Russia, declared 
Stanislas dethroned, and the throne vacant. A depu- 
tation of their number even went to Warsaw, and 
penetrating to the king atone of his audiences, pre- 
sented to him the act of the confederation.* 

The event was now upon the eve of consummation 
which was destined to give over a high-spirited peo- 
ple to the domination of foreigners, to dismember 
an ancient kingdom, to bring indelible disgrace 
upon the sovereigns who, having led her to her ruin, 
partook of her spoils, and to afford an example of 
wicked spoliation, which has since served for a pre- 
cedent in Europe for too many arrangements of a 
similar kind. And yet nothing that has been done 
subsequently has ever equalled, in rapacity and fla- 
gitiousness, the first partition of Poland. It appears 
that such a measure was first discussed, in the be- 
ginning of 1771, between the empress and Prince 
Henry of Prussia, who had gone to Petersburg from 
Sweden, at the invitation of Catherine, in order to 
assist in the mediation and negotiation between 
Turkey and Russia, f Rulhiere entirely acquits the 
King of Prussia of having been the person to plan or to 
suggest the dismemberment of Poland. He observes 
upon this subject, " The incontrovertible testimonies 
which the author of this history has procured leave 
no doubt that Frederic, solely occupied by his en- 
deavours to avoid a war, without compromising 
either his glory or his imperial ally, had formed no 
distinct project in his own mind for an invasion of 
the territories of Poland. 1 '^ 

It would appear as if this scheme had first sug- 
gested itself to the minds of the sovereigns who 
were to profit by it, from the force of circumstances. 
For Catherine had certainly originally intended to 
rule the whole of Poland, through the means of her 
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creature Poniatowski; and it was only when she 
found herself disappointed in this expectation that 
she entertained the notion of division, and of allow- 
ing those who could have prevented the partition, 
had they been so minded, to share in, the spoil. It 
is curious enough, that Frederic, in his own writings, 
has left us a condemnation of bis conduct with re- 
gard to Poland, which shows how he himself would 
have regarded such a transaction had his interest 
not engaged him in its favour. He concludes one 
of his early productions with the following remark- 
able sentence : — " In a word, it is a disgrace and an 
ignominy to lose one's own territories ; and it is a 
criminal injustice and rapacity to obtain possession 
of those to which one has no legitimate right."* 

Prince Henry of Prussia had received instructions 
from his brother to endeavour, by all means in his 
power, during his stay at Petersburg, to propitiate 
the Empress Catherine upon all points which bore 
upon the interests of Prussia. The prince played 
his part with great dexterity. He found Catherine 
in the midst of a series of fetes, given in commemo- 
ration of the Russian victories over the Turks. He 
paid his court upon these and other matters so suc- 
cessfully, that when he came to talk to the empress 
upon political subjects, he found her disposed to 
consent to the propositions he was charged to make. 
These were, to request her to permit a new system 
of alliance between Russia and Prussia, and to com- 
municate to Frederic the conditions of the peace 
which was now in question, between Russia and 
Turkey. It is said, that on one of the occasions 
when the prince and the empress were conferring 
together, a report was mentioned that the Austrians 
had taken possession of the Polish fortress of Czen- 
Btokow. The empress said, "It seems, that in Po- 
land it is only necessary to stoop down in order to 

* Considerations sur rEtat present do Carp* Politique do PBimpe 
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pick up whatever one wishes !" This remark led to 
a conversation upon the state and prospects of that 
country ; and thus, the ice being broken, the subject 
was several times discussed ; and before the prince 
left Petersburg to return to Berlin, the project of 
dismemberment had, in some degree at least, assumed 
a definite form.* 

At this time, as if to assist the foreign spoilers in 
their projects, the Poles were in arms against one 
another. The confederates, as they were called, 
who had formerly deposed Stanislas, had obtained 
some successes. The assistance which had been 
given to them by France had, however, been almost 
entirely withdrawn, when the Duke de Choiseul was 
driven out of office by Madame du Barry, in the end 
of 1770. Still they were in arms in considerable 
numbers, under skdful leaders, and with improved 
discipline. But their good fortune did not long con- 
tinue : Suwarof, who now commanded the Russian 
troops opposed to them, defeated them at the battle 
of Landscron; and afterward, by means of his 
boldness, his activity, and the horrible cruelties he 
committed upon those that fell into his hands, suc- 
ceeded in effectually weakening them, — a consum- 
mation which their own intestine divisions assisted 
in bringing aboutJf 

Meanwhile, Frederic was employing his influence 
as a mediator between Russia and Turkey, and also 
between the former power and the court of Vienna ; 
the imperial government objecting to the exorbitant 
demands of Russia, which were to be satisfied at the 
expense of the Ottoman Porte.J He thus secured 
the good-will of Catherine ; who, finding that Austria 
was not likely to allow of her spoliation of Turkey, 
unless she herself got something in the scramble, 
and feeling also that the King of Prussia's object 
must be in a great measure the same, was led still 
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more to think of the partition of Poland, as a meant 
of satisfying these two powers. Austria, indeed 
had already laid claim to some portions of Poland 
upon the plea of antiquated and obsolete rights ; and 
the interviews of Prince Lobkowitz with Catherine 
who had been sent to Petersburg to discuss the 
Turkish peace, sometimes rolled upon these snbjects. 
Thus, by degrees, the originally conflicting interest* 
of the three powers led them all eventually to wisk 
for the partition of Poland; and the dark and tor 
tuous negotiations of diplomacy completed what 
the avidity of the sovereigns, the dissensions of the 
Poles, and the ill-success of their Turkish allies had 
all tended to promote.* 

The end of 1771 saw the daring attempt to seize 
the King of Poland at Warsaw, and to convey him 
to the head-quarters of the confederates, frustrated. 
In the commencement of 1772, the body of French 
troops who acted as auxiliaries to the confederates 
seized upon the town and citadel of Cracow. Here 
they defended themselves bravely, but were at length 
obliged by the Russians to capitulate, and to become 
prisoners of war. This last blow overwhelmed the 
confederates, who, disunited and weakened, in fact, 
from this moment ceased to have the slightest power 
while the league of their common enemies was 
every day becoming more united. 

The slowness and irresolution of the court of 
Russia, which did not like giving up any part of 
Poland to others, delayed for some months the final 
destiny of that unhappy country ; but the King of 
Prussia, who was anxious for the conclusion of the 
affair, was so urgent, that he finally arranged a con- 
vention between the empress and himself, in Feb- 
ruary, 1772, by which the boundaries of their re- 
spective aggrandizements were defined. This agree- 
ment was also somewhat hastened by the news that 

•Ballitae, Hbtobe do PAnucftj* dt la Ftalognfc 
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arrived o the troops of the empress-queen naving 
taken possession of that part of Poland called the 
lordship of Zips, which at once showed Catherine 
that further delays might be dangerous.* Subse- 
quently, the revolution brought about in Sweden (in 
August, 1772) by the skilful management of the young 
king, Gustavus the Third, nephew of the King of 
Prussia (which, by restoring the almost extinct 
power of the monarchy, took away the influence 
which Russia had exercised, through the means of 
a venal oligarchy), also tended to make the Em- 
press of Russia the more anxious to bring to an 
amicable conclusion her negotiations with other 
neighbouring powers, f 

The point the most in dispute, was the city of 
Dantzic, which Frederic was anxious to obtain. But 
the Russians said they could not consent to this, as 
they had guarantied the independence of this little 
republic. Frederic at length yielded ; aware, as he 
himself observes, that the possessor of the course of 
the Vistula and of the port of Dantzic must eventually 
obtain the town also ; and thinking that it was not 
worth while to delay so important a negotiation for 
the sake of an advantage which was, in fact, only de- 
ferred.}: By this convention Prussia obtained pos- 
session of the province of Pomerellia, a portion of 
that called Great Poland,- the bishopric of Warmia, 
and the palatinates of Marienbourg and Culm. Rus- 
sia got for her share a large addition of territory 
bounding her former frontiers, between the rivers 
Dwina and Dneister. By the same convention the 
contracting powers agreed to invite Austria to par- 
ticipate in the alliance and the spoliation; and to 
assist one another with men and money, in case of 
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that cabinet's resisting the whole arrangement.* No 
sooner was this convention concluded than Frederic 
began, through the means of the Austrian envoy, 
Van S wieten, to negotiate with the court of Vienna ; 
which government, after some delays, agreed to the 
project, and received as its share the left bank of 
the Vistula, from Vielicza to its junction with the 
river Viroz, Red Russia, the palatinate of Belz, and 
a portion of the province of Voihinia.f Thus Aus- 
tria obtained an addition of territory amounting to 
25,000 square miles ; Russia acquired more than 3000 ; 
and Prussia only about 900 ; but then the importance 
to Frederic of these districts, uniting as they did the 
kingdom of Prussia with Pomerania and the Marches 
of Brandenburgh, and thus, as it were, consolidating 
his dominions, entirely made up for the deficiency 
of their extent.! 

The treaty of partition between the three powers 
was signed at Petersburg on the 2d of August, 1772, 
and was followed by the declarations of the respect- 
ive courts in defence of their indefensible conduct. 
In these documents, Austria and Prussia dwelt upon 
their obsolete claims ; and Catherine defended her 
appropriation by calling it a just indemnity for the 
care she had for many years taken of Poland ! No 
sooner were these measures taken than the con- 
tracting powers fell upon their prey ; and their re- 
spective troops took possession of the provinces 
which were allotted to them. On the part of Aus- 
tria and Prussia, possession was taken with circum- 
stances of considerable violence and severity ; while 
Catherine adopted somewhat milder measures.^ 
An English traveller observes, when speaking of 
the division of Poland, that " it is extremely worthy 
Of remark, that of the three partitioning powers, 
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Prussia was formerly in a state of vassalage to the 
republic; Russia once saw its capital and throne 
possessed by the Poles ; and Austria, scarcely a cen- 
tury ago, was indebted to a sovereign of this coun- 
try for the preservation of its metropolis, and almost 
for its very existence."* 

The unresisting and incapable Stanislas was at 
length roused to a sense of his desolate situation. 
He had always treated the rumours of a partition 
of his kingdom as chimerical ; but the truth now 
burst upon him in all its bitterness. He addressed 
to the different courts of Europe a protest against 
the partition ; and then convoked the few members 
of the Polish senate who could be got together, 
with a view of suggesting to them the assembling 
of the diet. This latter event took place in April, 
1773, after the senate, whose patriotic debates did 
not suit the wishes of the invaders of Poland, had 
been dispersed by the united troops of the three 
powers on the 3d of February, 1773.f 

The diet at first appeared inclined to follow the 
course which the senate had adopted; but sur- 
rounded by foreign troops, and assailed by persua- 
sion, intimidation, and corruption, they were at 
length obliged to do the bidding of those whom for- 
tune had rendered their masters. Commissioners 
were appointed by the diet for the purpose of ar- 
ranging matters with Stackelberg, Benot, and Re- 
wiski, the envoys of Russia, Prussia, and Austria. 
These ministers told the diet plainly, that any one 
who opposed their wishes would be considered as 
the enemy of his country and of the three powers. 
If opposition to the spoliation of the latter was con* 
tinued, it was announced to the diet that the troops 
of the contracting powers would at once take pos- 
session of the whole kingdom ; but if the provinces 
which each wished for were without delay secured 

* Coxe'i Travels. 

f Sulttere, Hirtoirt da PAosrcbie de la Potof* 



£64 Ltns of frederic n; [1773.. 

to them, their majesties were willing' to guaranty 
the remainder of the kingdom to the Poles.* 

After considerable delays and difficulties, the 
treaty of cession between the diet and the invading 
sovereigns was ratified on the 5th of August. By 
this act, in addition to the dismemberment of the 
kingdom, the Poles gave up in the name of the 
republic the reversion, in case of failure of male 
heirs, of the kingdom of Prussia, and of the fiefs of 
Lauenbourg, Butow, and Draheim, belonging to the 
house of Brandenburgh. While, on the other hand, 
the King of Prussia promised to preserve the free 
exercise of the Catholic religion in that portion of 
Poland which fell to his share, f 

At the same time the allied sovereigns obliged 
the diet to take into their consideration various im- 
provements for the government of that part of Po- 
land which was to remain independent. With this 
view a permanent council was established to con-* 
duct public affairs ; an income for the nominal King 
Stanislas was fixed ; and the number of troops which 
the republic was to keep up was regulated. But the 
diet threw as much delay as they were able into 
the execution of these determinations ; for they had 
hopes that the ill-success which the Russians had 
latterly had against the Turks might enable them, 
eventually, to get rid of the humiliating conditions 
which had been imposed upon them; these two 
powers having continued at war in spite of the me- 
diation of Frederic, and of the various negotiations 
which had taken place. During the year 1773 for- 
tune had rather favoured the Turks ; in addition to 
which circumstance, the Cossacks of the Don, 
under Pugatchef, had rebelled against their Russian 
masters.^ 

But the hopes which these events raised in the 
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breasts of the Poles were destined to be soon anni* 
hiiated. By means of Frederic, another negotiation 
was set on foot between the Turks and Russians ; 
and a treaty highly advantageous to the latter was 
concluded on the 10th of July, 1774.* This event 
was followed by the defeat of the Cossack and Tar- 
tar insurgents ; and the Poles, now left entirely at 
the mercy of their spoliators, were obliged at once 
to submit to all their demands. The partitioning 
powers passed the years 1775 and 1776 in squabbles 
regarding their respective limits. According to the 
account given by the King of Prussia, the Austrian 
court, with a view of increasing their share of terri- 
tory, had made use of incorrect maps. They had 
also pretended to mistake the rivers Sbruza and 
Podhorsa, and thus extended their limits far beyond 
what had been assigned to them in the treaty of 
partition. The King of Prussia, upon being made 
acquainted with this conduct, conceived himself au- 
thorized to follow their example. He therefore in- 
cluded the districts called the Old and New Netze 
in his portion. The court of Petersburg upon this 
interfered ; and Frederic promised to give up what 
he had taken, provided the imperial government 
would do thesame.f This led to long and involved 
negotiations, which delayed the final arrangement 
of their respective limits till the year 1777 ; which 
period may therefore be taken as the conclusion 
of the first partition of Poland. Each party on this 
occasion receded from a part of their demands ; and 
thus, by the final agreement of the spoilers was 
consummated the ruin of Poland. 

It may appear at first sight surprising, that the 
other powers of Europe should have permitted the 
partition of Poland to take place without making 
any active resistance to a proceeding which, in ad- 
dition to its manifest injustice, was so entirely at 
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variance with the principle in those days so much 
insisted upon by politicians, of the balance of power. 
But this seeming apathy of other nations will be 
easily understood when it is remembered, that the 
only two who could have been able, from their po- 
litical station, to head a combination against the 
partition, were England and France. England 
was engaged in the disastrous contest with her 
North American colonies, which ended in their dis- 
memberment from the parent country, and was, be- 
sides, under the rule of the feeble government 
headed by Lord North; while France, ruined in 
finances, and hastening rapidly to her revolution, 
governed till the death of Louis the Fifteenth by 
Madame du Barry and her lover the Duke of Aiguil- 
lon, and afterward by that frivolous and incapable 
old man the Count de Maurepas, was utterly un- 
equal to any exertion. England and France being 
thus circumstanced, the smaller powers were of 
course unable to attempt the slightest opposition 
to the rapacity of the great eagles of the north.* 

Although no excuse can be found for the conduct 
of the King of Prussia in the affair of the dismem- 
berment of Poland, his manner of treating the prov- 
inces he had appropriated to himself may, perhaps, 
be considered as some mitigation of the manner in 
which they were obtained. No sooner was Fred- 
eric in possession of his newly-acquired territories, 
than he turned his thoughts most zealously to the 
endeavour of making the inhabitants of them happy, 
and their country prosperous. Neglect and bad gov- 
ernment had nearly achieved the ruin of these natu- 
rally fertile provinces. In most parts of the coun- 
try the barns and cottages had fallen to decay ; and 
in the towns of Culm and Bromberg half the nouses 
wanted roofs, doors, or windows. The plague in 
170Q bad commenced much of this desolation, and 
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the laziness of the Poles and the vicious nature of 
their government had completed it. Education 
was totallyneglected, and the administration of jus- 
tice almost unknown. There was no regular post 
for letters ; and even the most necessary artisans, 
such as carpenters, tailors, and blacksmiths, were 
exceedingly rare, as compared with the wants of the 
community. 

But a few years of the administration of Frederic 
caused a marvellous amelioration in the country. It 
was supplied with whatever it before wanted, — 
schools, courts of justice, and artificers. The ruined 
farm-houses were rebuilt at the king's expense, as 
were also the towns. The great canal of Bromberg, 
uniting the Oder and the Vistula, which has been 
already mentioned, was dug; the marshes were 
drained ; commerce was fostered and improved ; and 
the trade of Elbing, being properly encouraged, 
began to flourish, at the expense of that of Dantzic. 
It must therefore undoubtedly be allowed, that in 
spite of the injustice which led to it, the change to 
the Poles, from forming a part of their native king- 
dom to becoming subjects of that of Prussia, greatly 
increased the sum of their individual and collective 
happiness.* 

Frederic, who was always on the watch for oppor- 
tunities to strengthen the alliances that existed be- 
tween his powerful neighbour Russia and himself, 
and who was aware that the empress was displeased 
with him on account of the differences which had 
taken place respecting the Polish boundaries, took 
advantage of her wish to make a marriage for her 
son, the Grand-duke Paul, to negotiate, with a view 
of obtaining his hand for some princess connected 
with the royal house of Prussia. By dint of nego- 
tiation he succeeded in giving the grand-duke to a 
princess of D'Armstadt, whose sister was married 
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to the Prince of Prussia. The grand-duehess died 
the following year in child-bed ; and Frederic was 
again successful in marrying the grand-duke to a 
princess of Wurtemberg, who was his own great- 
uiece.* Upon this occasion Paul paid a visit to 
Berlin, for the purpose of meeting his bride there ; 
and Frederic, to do him honour, produced all the 
gilt carriages and other objects of parade which 
had belonged to his grandfather Frederic the First, 
but which had not seen the light for at least half a 

century.f 

The restless ambition and activity of the young 
Emperor Joseph had struck Frederic during the 
personal interviews they had had together in 1769 
and 1770 ; and these views of his character were so 
strongly confirmed by future events, that the old 
monarch, naturally suspicious, became more than 
ever on his guard against the intrigues and designs 
of the court of Vienna. Indeed, the impetuosity of 
Joseph in his wishes was such, that it was not dif- 
ficult for so acute an observer as Frederic to dis- 
cover his objects. A circumstance which occurred 
in 1775, and is related by the King of Prussia him- 
self, confirmed all his suspicions. In that year 
Frederic had been suffering from attacks of gout, 
which succeeded one another with rapidity. Van 
Swieten, the imperial envoy at Berlin, thought he 
had discovered that the king's malady was a con- 
firmed dropsy. He sent this intelligence to his 
court, at the same time assuring them that their re- 
doubtable enemy was drawing towards his end ; and 
that he thought he could state with confidence that 
he could not outlive the year. No sooner had this 
intelligence reached the emperor than the Austrian 
troops were in movement towards the frontiers of 
Bohemia. The intention of the imperial court was, 

soon as they heard of the king's death, to pen** 
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trate through Saxony into Brandenburg! «, and thus 
to frighten his successor into the surrender of Sile-* 
sia. " These proceedings," as Frederic remarks, 
"being done openly, became generally known, and 
did not tend to cement the union between the two 
courts, as may be easily imagined. The scene was 
a peculiarly singular one, because the King of Prus- 
sia, having in fact only had common attacks of gout, 
was well again before the Austrian army was en- 
tirely assembled. The emperor then had nothing 
to do but to send his troops back to their quarters."* 
The following year Frederic suffered from a much 
more violent attack of gout ; but the imperial court, 
grown wiser, did not repeat their former display of 
impatience. This latter illness of the King of Prus- 
sia lasted during the whole of the winter of 1776 and 
1777, and kept him a prisoner at Potsdam ; but the 
severity of his sufferings, did not render him idle. 
Thiebault relates, with surprise, the constant and 
laborious occupations in which he found the king 
engaged, in spite of his malady. The manner in 
which, in Frederic, the force and clearness of his 
mental faculties enabled him to master and dis- 
regard bodily pain, was at all times, indeed, a very 
remarkable feature in his character. Thiebault tells 
us that he himself passed the winter in question at 
Paris, and that returning to Berlin in the middle of 
March he stopped one night at Potsdam, and had an 
interview with the king. " When I entered," says 
he, " he began by asking me if I had had a pleasant 
journey. Then he talked to me of his own suffer- 
ings ; and then of the History of the Lower Empire, 
by M. Lebeau, which he told me he had read during 
the winter. 'I had the gout,' said he; 'but for- 
tunately I had it not in the head ; nevertheless, it 
required courage to read this history to the end. 9 
He then went into a long discussion upon the 
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merits and demerits of M. Lebeau's work; 99 upon 
which Thiebault remarks, " It was curious to me 
to observe with what freedom of mind the king had 
read this work in the midst of the most acute suffer- 
ings; to which must be added, that at the same 
time he had gone through all the cares of governing 
his kingdom as if he had been in perfect health, and 
had besides succeeded, by means of a double cor- 
respondence which was both difficult and delicate, 
to make up the differences between Count Hoditz 
and the chapter of Obnutz."* 

The Count Hoditz here mentioned was a noble- 
man of Moravia, much attached to Frederic, and 
who had married the dowager Margravine of fiareith, 
an aunt of that sovereign. The king appears to have 
returned the affection of Hoditz ; and it was to him 
that he addressed the complimentary poetical epistle 
beginning with the words, 

H O slngulier Hoditz ! voua qui ne pour la cour, 
Avet All, Jeune encore, ce dangereux sejour.* 

The epithet singxdier appears to have been fully 
deserved by the count, who, with many good quali- 
ties, great magnificence, and an absolute devotion to 
his royal kinsman, was one of the most eccentric 
persons possible. In the end of his days he settled 
at Potsdam, where he occupied the apartments in 
the palace which, till his death, had lodged Lord 
Marischal. He died at the age of eighty. His dif- 
ferences with the chapter of Olmutz related to the 
succession of his estate of Roswald in Moravia, 
which devolved upon the chapter, supposing the 
count, as was the case, had no male heirs \ 

•TMebanit, Souvenirs de Vtagt Ana de Sejour a Barlin. 
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In tracing th • career of Frederic as a warrior, he has 
tlrns far only appeared to us in the light of a conqueror, 
who fought for the aggrandizement of his territories 
and the increase of his power. A brighter passage 
of his life is now, however, about to be related ; a 
passage in which le came forward as the defender 
of the liberties of the Germanic body and of the 
rights of its prince - against the encroachments and 
usurpations of the house of Austria. There is no 
doubt that a wish to curb the grasping power of his 
ancient enemy, as well as to arrest the restless am- 
bition of the young emperor, influenced him in the 
course he took. But still there must have entered 
into his motives much of the better feelings of our 
nature — compassion for the oppressed, and indigna- 
tion at the oppressor ; for he had personally nothing 
to gam in the war into which he plunged, and from 
entering into which bis age, his former laurels, and 
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his powerful position in Europe would have seemed 
naturally to have exempted him.* 

On the 30th of December, 1777, Maximilian Jo* 
seph, Elector of Bavaria, died, childless ; and in him 
extinguished the direct line of the sovereigns of that 
country. His collateral heir was Charles Theodore, 
Elector Palatine, who was descended from. Louis 
the Second, Duke of Bavaria and Count Palatine. f 
Charles Theodore himself had no offspring ; and the 
eventual heirs to the succession of both Bavaria and 
the palatinate were, therefore, the Dukes of Deux- 
Ponts, who were a branch of the family of the elec- 
tors palatine.{ Charles Theodore was a luxurious 
and expensive prince, given up to vice and profli- 
gacy, and utterly unequal to cope with the difficul- 
ties which were now about to beset him. He was 
poor in consequence of his extravagance, and had 
greatly impoverished the palatinate by grinding his 
people with taxes for the purpose of supporting an 
unwieldy court, and of building vast palaces which 
are now deserted. They, however, still remain, 
and astonish the traveller by their vastness, and 
still more as extraordinary proofs of the overween- 
ing vanity and folly of a little sovereign. 

The Electress-dowager of Saxony, only sister of 
Maximilian Joseph, laid claim to the allodial prop- 
erty of the late elector : and her claim was just, ac- 
cording to the constitutions of the Germanic body ; 
but it was overruled by the rapacity of another 
claimant. This was no other than the Emperor of 
Germany. That sovereign, upon the authority of 
obsolete rights which the Vienna casuists interpreted 
as they pieased, claimed all the fiefs belonging to 
the house of Bavaria; which, it was urged, had 
escheated to him, partly as emperor, partly as Arch- 

* Essal rar la Vie et le Regne de Frederic IL, prr l'Abbe Denioa. 
Towenfo Memoirs of Frederic DX 

t Eaeai rar la Vie et le Regne de Frederic H, par l'Abbe Deaina. 

i Carapegne duRoidt Proaae, lTO-lT*, par &e Baron daHottiar 
dorfl. 
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duke of Austria, and partly as King of Bohemia.* 
These demands, if successful, would have left the 
hew elector in possession of only about one-third 
of his territories.! 

The court of Vienna, it appears, had been pre* 
pared for the death of Maximilian Joseph ; and an 
army of 60,000 men was ready to seize upon his 
electorate. Charles Theodore possessed no power 
of resistance, and was therefore obliged to bend be- 
fore the storm; and, in consequence, a very few 
daysj after his succession to his second electorate, 
M. Ritter, his resident at the court of Vienna, signed 
a convention, by which the elector gave up two- 
thirds of his electorate to the house of Austria. He 
was also partly led to this submission by the prom- 
ises of the emperor to provide for his natural chil- 
dren, and partly by a selfish indifference for his 
heirs.$ Nor were the imperialists slow in acting 
upon this forced agreement. A large body of their 
troops entered Lower Bavaria, and marching to- 
wards Munich, seized upon every place they came 
to ; and made the feeble Charles Theodore tremble 
in his new capital. Another army entered the upper 
palatinate, on the side of Egra, and took possession 
of it.|| 

But Frederic had not been an unconcerned or ill- 
informed spectator of the manoeuvres of the imperial 
government ; and determined as he was, if possible, 
on defeating them, his first step was to offer his me- 
diation to the present as well as to the eventual 
sovereign of Bavaria.1T This delicate mission he in- 
trusted to the Count de Goertz, nephew of the cele- 
brated minister of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, 

* Towers's Memoirs of Frederic m.— GUlies's View of the Reign 0% 
Frederic II. 
t Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et du Regne de Frederic le Grand 
; The convention was signed on the 18th of January, 1778. 

tGUUesta View of the Reign of Frederic Q. 
Towers's Memoirs of Frederic III. 
Frcderk U^HteMimde lafiuerrede 1778 
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who was at this moment attached to the service of 
the Duke of Saxe Weimar.* Frederic, who was 
aware of the haste with which the court of Vienna 
were conducting their proceedings, directed Goertz 
to proceed without delay to Munich ; to prevent, if 
possible, Charles Theodore from signing the conven- 
tion, and, in any case, the Duke of Deux-Ponts, who 
was also in that capital. The Prussian emissary 
arrived at Munich too late to arrest the signature 
of the elector. The Duke of Deux-Ponts had prom- 
ised also to affix his signature to the act of his own 
disinheritance, and Goertz only reached Munich the 
day before the one fixed for his signature.! 

He easily persuaded the duke to give up his in- 
tention; and dictated a protestation, which the duke 
signed, objecting to the whole proceeding. At the 
same time the duke wrote a letter to the King of 
Prussia, entreating his assistance. The difficulty 
was, how to convey this letter in safety to Frederic. 
A monk, however, undertook the task, and brought 
it safely to General Goertz (brother of the diplo- 
matist, and who was in the service of the King of 
Prussia at Potsdam), by whom it was delivered to 
his sovereign.^ The states of Bavaria were also 
induced to prefer their complaints to the diet of 
Ratisbon ; and they urged, with great truth, sundry 
acts, confirmed by different diets and different em- 
perors, in virtue of which Upper and Lower Bavaria 
were always to continue united. The Dukes of 
Mecklenburg and Wirtemberg, and the ecclesias- 
tical princes of Augsbourg and Salzbourg, who had 
small claims upon the Bavarian succession, placed 
them in the hands of Frederic. The electoral house 
of Saxony also implored his intervention ; and he 
advised their stating their case, as well as that of the 
Duke of Deux-Ponts, to the courts of Petersburg 

* Eaaai snr la Vie et le Regno de Frederic n., par I'Abbc Denina. 
t Grimoard, Tableau de la vie et du Regne de Frederic le Grand. 
I Eaaai aur la Vie et le Regne de Frederic II., par I'Abbe Denina. 
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and Versailles, in the first instance ; in order to dis- 
cover the views of those powers upon the subject 
in question. The King of Prussia soon found out 
that the French ministers, in spite of the marriage 
of their king, Lewis the Sixteenth, with a sister of 
the emperor, were not anxious for any aggrandize- 
ment of the house of Austria; and that they were in 
consequence determined upon an outward neu- 
trality, which was really to be rendered as favour- 
able to the anti- Austrian party as possible. Cathe- 
rine, also, was disposed to check the views of the 
Austrian cabinet* 

' These points ascertained, Frederic proceeded to 
put forth statements explanatory of the state of 
the case, in order to place his view of the sub- 
ject in the most favourable light, and also to pre- 
pare the political world of Europe for the part he 
intended himself to take. In one of these political 
papers, written by the Count Hertzberg, the rights 
of the house of Brandenburgh to the territories in dis- 
pute were shown to be fully as good as those of Aus- 
tria. This was not done with a view of enforcing 
these claims, but in order the better to oppose the 
prosecution of those of the court of Vienna, f 

The neit step of the cautions monarch was to 
ask, in seeming ignorance, for information from the 
emperor as to his intentions, his claims, &c. A 
negotiation was thus opened, which led to an auto- 
graph correspondence between the emperor and the 
king, and, subsequently, between the empress-queen 
and the king, which was conducted with great civil- 
ity on both sides; but which did not prevent Fred- 
eric from continuing his assertion of the liberties of 
Germany. J The imperial and royal correspondence 
just mentioned is well described by the Prince de 

* Frederic n. t Memoirecs de laGuerw de 1778. 
t Campugne da Rot de Prune, 1778, 1770, par le Baron de Holtzen- 
dorff. 
% Frederic II., Memoires de la Guerre de 1778. 

Vol. II.— X 
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Ligne in a letter addressed to King Stanislas of Po- 
land : — u You probably remember, sire, their letters 
upon the subject of Bavaria ; their compliments and 
explanations respecting their intentions, — explana- 
tions made with great politeness ; and that from po- 
liteness to politeness, the king at length entered Bo- 
hemia r* 

The emperor commenced the correspondence by 
a very civil letter to Frederic, in which he requested 
him to sign the convention, which he, at the same 
time, sent to him. In this document the Prussian 
sovereign was made to acknowledge the rights of 
the house of Austria to the Bavarian territories, and 41 
was promised, in return, the recognition by the im- 
nerial court of his eventual rights to the margravi- 
ates of Anspach and Bareith. The emperor's letter 
is dated April the 13th, 1778; and the king's answer 
is written from Schcenwalde, on the lollowing day. 
It is of considerable length, and, though couched in 
the civilest terms, overthrows completely, by its ar- 
guments and historical references, the chimerical 
claims of the emperor. The king also tells that 
prince how much he respects and honours him, and 
concludes by observing, " I confess that Bavaria, as 
far as the right of convenience goes, would suit the 
imperial family very well ; but the possession of it 
by them is contrary to every other right." 

The answer of the emperor is dated Littau, April 
the 16th, 1778 ; and in it he principally endeavours 
to show that he has a right to make an arrangement 
with his neighbour, the Elector of Bavaria, without 
being interfered with by other powers. He also tries 
to explain away the claims, of the court of Saxony, 
of the Duke of Mecklenburg, and even of the Duke 
of Deux-Ponts; and adds the following half-com- 

£limentary, half-threatening sentence i—" I have 
sarned already so many really useful things from 

* Bfemoirw et Melanges historiqnes et lit&aires, par to Prince fe 
Ugne. 
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your majesty, that, if I were not a true patiiot, and 
if the thought of the many millions of human beings 
who might suffer by it did not touch me, I should 
almost say that I should be glad to learn from you 
also to be a general. Nevertheless, your majesty 
may rest convinced, that maintaining peace, $nd 
above all with yourself, whom I truly honour and 
love, is my sincere desire ; and that I do not think 
that 400,000 brave men ought to be employed in cut- 
ting one another's throats." 

To this letter Frederic replied on the 18th of April. 
After some compliments to the emperor, he says, 
" I beseech your imperial majesty not to believe 
that, seduced by any foolish ambition, I have the 
madness to wish to raise myself into the arbitrator 
of sovereigns. Violent passions are deadened at my 
age, and indeed no longer belong to it ; and my rea- 
son has taught me to set bounds upon my activity. 
If I interest myself in the recent events in Bavaria, 
it is because this affair is bound up with the inter- 
ests of the princes of the empire, of whom I am 
one!" He afterward recapitulates the arguments 
against the rights of the house of Austria, and 
answers the new points touched upon in the empe- 
ror's last letter. In conclusion, he tells him, in 
reference to his compliment to himself, that, as a 
general, he needs no master; and adds, "If your 
imperial majesty gains victories, I shall be the first 
to applaud them. I only hope they will not be 
achieved at my expense.'* The emperor's next let- 
ter, of the 19th of April, is still more complimentary 
than the preceding ones ; and he promises in it to 
lay the reasonings and views of Frederic before the 
empress Maria Theresa. This is followed by the 
concluding letter of the series, from Frederic, and 
dated Sehcenwalde, April the 20th, 1778, echoing back 
the compliments of the emperor, while he encour- 
ages him to peace.* 

* (Euros poethnmM de Frederic IL 



268 LIFE OF FREDERIC JL [1778 

At the same time, while thus preaching peace, 
both parties were preparing for war. The Austrians 
concentrated their forces in Bohemia, and intrenched 
themselves in strong- camps. Marshal Landon ar- 
rived in this province about the middle of March, 
and proceeded to collect his army. Shortly after* 
ward, the greater part of the Austrian troops which 
had been dispersed in Bavaria, Hungary, and Italy, 
arrived near the frontiers of the Prussian dominions. 
It was calculated that more than 250,000 men were 
collected in Bohemia, Moravia, and Austrian Poland.* 

Warned by these gigantic preparations, Frederic 
was not behindhand in collecting his forces. In 
concert with the Elector of Saxony, who furnished 
a corps of 26,000 men, commanded by the Count of 
Solms, he arranged his plans.f He formed two ar- 
mies of 80,000 men each, one of which he intrusted 
to his brother Henry, and took the command of the 
other himself. That of Prince Henry was to unite 
itself with the Saxons, and defend that electorate, in 
case the emperor invaded it ; while the king's army 
was to rendezvous in Silesia, ip order to be within 
reach of Bohemia. The 4th of April was the day 
fixed by the King of Prussia for leaving Berlin and 
going to Breslau.J A few days before that period, 
he called the general officers who were to serve in 
his army around him, and addressed them thus : — 

" We have all grown old in the career of arms, 
and have shared together the glories and the fatigues 
of our former wars. You are doubtless as unwilling 
as myself to shed blood; but new dangers, with 
which the empire and my territories are alike men- 
aced, oblige me to take the most efficacious mea- 
sures to dissipate the threatening storm. I cannot, 
therefore, avoid calling you once more to defend 

* Grioioard, Tableau de la Vie et dn Regno de Frederic le Grand. 
f Frederic II., Memoiree de la Guerre de 1776. 
t 3ampogne da Roi de Praese, 1778, 1779, par le Baron de Hoitsea- 
dorff 
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your country. It will give me the most lively satis^ 
faction when I shall have to recompense you for 
your fresh services. I shall not appear during the 
campaign with a luxurious camp equipage; you 
know I have never cared for such a thing. My ac- 
tual infirmities will, however, prevent my making 
the campaign as I should have done during the vigour 
of my age. I shall, in marches, make* use of a car- 
riage ; but on a day of battle, you may be sure of 
seeing me on horseback among you, as formerly."* 

When he set off to join his army, Frederic is said 
to have sent the following note to one of his prin- 
cipal ministers : — " You will find money enough in 
the treasury for the public expenses. I trust in God 
that I shall not long be absent, as I am only gone on 
a small excursion, in order to teach a young gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood his military exercise !"f 
Frederic was also accustomed to call the war he was 
now engaged in, "The lawsuit, in which he had 
gone, like a bailiff, to levy an execution."^ 

The day before the King of Prussia left Berlin, he 
held final communications with the Austrian envoy\ 
In answer to some very moderate observations from 
the king, the envoy declared, "that the emperor 
would not give up any territory that he had taken 
possession of; that he would do justice to those that 
were aggrieved, but that he would never suffer that 
any state of the empire should erect itself into a 
judge and guardian of the others, as long as he had the 
power to defend his own rights, and to attack those 
who wished to contest them !" To this insolent 
reply Frederic answered civilly, and set off for Silesia, 
accompanied by his nephew the hereditary Prince 
of Brunswick. When arrived there, he caused his 
army to advance into the county of Glatz, where he 
superintended the works for the formation of a strong 

* Grinftoard, Basel ear la Vie etleRegnede Frederic H. 

ILatrobe's Characteristic Anecdotes of Frederic XL 
Prince deIJ«ne. 
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camp on the heights of Pischkowitz, among which 
he intended to place his forces ; and it was while 
thus employed that he carried on the correspond- 
ence with the emperor, the substance of whicn has 
been already related.* 

Although the Prussian army was ready for action 
by the beginning of May, the negotiations were still 
protracted. Six months, in fact, were passed in 
fruitless endeavours to come to some satisfactory 
arrangement ; but as the emperor, on the one side, 
was determined not to give up possession of Bava- 
ria, and as the King of Prussia was as determined, 
on the other, not to leave it in his hands, the arts 
of diplomacy proved vain. On the 4th of July the 
negotiation was at length broken off, and on the 6th 
the King of Prussia put his army in motion.f 

In order to conceal his designs, that prince had 
arranged his troops in a position which rendered it 
doubtful whether they would march upon Moravia 
or Bohemia ; but on the 6th they entered the latter 

Erovince.t The king encamped that night on the 
eights of Kramolin, near Nachod, and waited for 
the detachment commanded by the Prince of Bruns- 
wick, which arrived the next morning. At the same 
time, Prince Henry was advancing with his army 
towards Dresden, where he was to join the Saxon 
troops.^ 

The imperial armies, greatly exceeding in number 
those of Prussia, were commanded by Marshals 
Lacy and Laudon. The forces led by Lacy, with 
whom was the emperor in person, were those which 
were destined to oppose the King of Prussia. They 
were encamped, to the amount of above 100,000 men, 
in strong mountainous positions by the side of the 
Elbe, near Kdnigsgratz. The army of Laudon was 

* Memoiree et Melanges historlques et Utteralras, par le Prince de 
Ligne. 

t Frederic II., Memoiree de la Guerre de 1778.— Essai aor la Vie et It 
Begne de Frederic II. f pari' Abbe Denina. 

± Frederic II., Memoiree de la Guerre de 1778. 

I flrimoardf Tableau de la Vie et da Regno de Frederic le Grand* 
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stationed between the Elbe and the Iser, and threat- 
ened Lusatia and Saxony. But Prince Henry of 
Prussia was not to be intimidated by these demon- 
strations. He arrived at Dresden without opposition, 
and from thence pushed forward detachments into 
Bohemia ; while he himself, by a masterly and rapid 
manoeuvre, entered Lusatia, leaving a portion of his 
troops, amounting to 20,000 men, to cover Dresden. 
He then advanced, by different detachments, into 
Bohemia, and attacking the troops of the enemy, 
whom he encountered by the way, near Gabel, he 
dislodged them, and took 1500 prisoners and six can- 
nons. He fortified the neighbourhood of Gabel, and 
left the Saxons to defend it ; and advanced himself, 
with the great body of the army, to Nimes, where 
he placed himself in a very strong position. This 
movement, and the success of it, for which the im- 
perialists were not at all prepared, completely de- 
ranged their plan of de fence,* Laudon abandoned 
the posts of Aussig and Dux, which he had occupied, 
and even Leutmeritz, though a fortified town. Gen- 
eral Platen profited by this, took possession of Leut- 
meritz, and then, advancing towards Budin, pushed 
forward his advanced guard to Weiwarn, which was 
only three leagues from Prague. The consternation 
in the latter capital was excessive ; the nobles and 
others who were collected there fled, and the city 
was left for some days almost deserted.f " Military 
men," observes an author writing upon this war, 
" cannot too deeply meditate upon this invasion of 
Bohemia by Prince Henry, as well as the manner in 
which he deceived Marshal Laudon. Men of science 
in the art of war will always prefer this skilful en- 
terprise to the gain of a battle.'^ It was under- 
taken in consequence of the suggestion of Frederic, 

* Frederic II., M6molres de la Guerre de 1778. 
t Campagne da Roi de Prusse, 1778, 1779, par le Baron de HoUseo-' 
ejQvfl* 
t Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et dja Regno de Frederic le Grand. 



272 "lIFB OF FREDERIC II. " [1778 

in order, if possible, to draw away Marshal Lacy 
from his strong position on the Elbe. 

Marshal Laudon, meanwhile, had fallen back to 
Munchengraetz, and was now principally occupied in 
placing detachments along the Iser, with a view of 
preventing any enterprise on the part of Prince Henry 
against the army of the empertfr. That army had 
also been rally occupied during this time by their 
Prussian adversaries. On the 7th of July, the day 
after Frederic entered Bohemia, a skirmish had 
taken place between the advanced guard of the Prus- 
sians and the Austrian light troops ; and on the 8th 
the Prussian army advanced to Welsdorf, near Jaro- 
mirz, and encamped within view of the imperial 
forces.* The object of Frederic was to p;ass the 
Elbe, and that of the Austrians to prevent him. The 
skirmish of the 7th was followed by similar partial 
encounters on the 11th, 14th, 23d, and 30th of July, 
which were mostly to the advantage of the Prussians, 
especially that of the 23d. Upon this occasion the 
Austrian general Wurmser ventured to advance with 
4000 dragoons and hussars against the Prussians, but 
was repulsed with the loss of 200 men taken prison- 
ers, besides killed and wounded, f 

It was at this period of the war, and when the 
Prussians had already obtained considerable advan- 
tages, that the court of Vienna commenced a fresh 
negotiation with Frederic, which was carried on by 
means of an autograph correspondence between the 
empress-queen and the King of Prussia ; assisted by 
the negotiations of the Sieur Thugut, who had been 
sent from Vienna to the royal camp, and in some 
degree by the mediation of Prince Gallitzin, the Rus- 
sian ambassador at Vienna. The letters pf Maria 
Theresa breathe the spirit of peace, and were accom- 
panied with certain reductions in the demands of 
Austria: but these reductions were not sufficient to 

* Carapagne du Roi de Prusae, 1778, 1779, par le Baron de HoUtendorff 
k t Gnmoard, Tableau de la Vie et do Regne de Frederic le Grand. 
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satisfy the Prussian monarch. After a compliment- 
ary correspondence on both sides,, which lasted from 
the middle of July till the 10th of August, the nego- 
tiations were continued at the convent of Braunau 
between Thugut and the Prussian ministers Finck- 
enstein and Hertzberg, and finally broken off on the 
15th of August. • 

It would appear that Maria Theresa was really 
anxious for peace ; perhaps she had some qualms of 
conscience respecting the justice of the occupation 
of Bavaria. She was also undoubtedly frightened 
for the safety of the emperor, whose rash valour she 
thought would expose him to danger; and she also 
feared that the same quality in him would be sure to 
prolong and envenom the war, and expose the Aus- 
trian empire to fresh chances and reverses. She had 
at first not ventured to communicate her peaceful 
negotiations to her son ; and when at length she did 
so, his anger was so great that he wrote her word 
that if she made peace he would never return to Vi- 
enna, but would settle at Aix-la-Chapelle, or some 
spot at a distance from her residence.* She then 
sent her second son, Peter Leopold, Grand-duke of 
Tuscany, to the army, in hopes that he might be able 
to inspire the emperor with more pacific views. The 
result, however, of this step was only that the two 
brothers, who had hitherto been good friends, became 
estranged one from the other, f 

The war continued to be one of skirmishes and 
partial encounters, affording no decisive result ; but 
in which the Prussians for the most part had the ad- 
vantage. In Upper Silesia a party of Prussians sur- 
prised, in their camp, two regiments of the imperial 

* The Prince de Ligne alludes to tbese diflbreneee between the emperor 
and his mother's government, w*en, in a letter to the former sovereign, 
written in the year 1788, he says, In the language of adulation, " Votre 
majeste imperials a commence sa carrier© de gloria par resistor, daus la 

rierre de 1778, au cabinet de Vienne (ce qui etoit le pirn difficile), et puis 
eelni de Berlin, de Versailles, et de Petersboorg .• 
r Frederic n., Memoirs* de la Guerre de 177& 
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dragoons, and cut the greater part of them to pieces. 
Imboldened by this success the Prussians extended 
their expeditions into Moravia, and penetrated to the 
very gates of Olmutz. At the same time other de- 
tachments took possession of the duchies of Jaegern- 
dorff and Troppau. But nothing could tempt the 
Austrians to leave their intrenched camps. Under 
these circumstances Frederic determined to advance 
with great caution, only changing his positions when 
he found that he had consumed all the forage and 
provisions in the country behind and around him. His 
view in this was to render it impossible for the Aus- 
trians to take up their winter-quarters near the fron- 
tiers of his territories.* 

With this intention he remained at Welsdorf till 
the middle of August, when he advanced to the camp 
of Burkersdorf, near Soor, where thirty-three years 
before he had obtained a victory over the ^ustrians. 
During these movements the imperial army remained 
inactive ; and Frederic, encouraged by this, formed a 
plan for passing the Elbe before his enemies were 
aware of his design, and thus effecting a junction with 
the army of Prince Henry. This manoeuvre was, 
however, disconcerted ; partly by the badness of the 
roads, which rendered the transportation of artillery 
extremely difficult, and partly by other circumstances, 
which delayed the movements of the Prussians till 
their enemies were aware of their intention.f On 
his side, Prince Henry had continued his successful 
manoeuvres and skirmishes ; but was equally unable 
with his brother to force his enemies to a decisive 
action.J 

Early in the month of September, the King of 
Prussia began, with his habitual foresight, to consider 
how and where he and his brother were to pass the 

* Frederic IL, M«moires de 1* Guerre de 177&— Grimoard, Tableau da 
la Vie et du Segne de Frederic le Grand, 
t Frederic II., Memoires de la Guerre de 177S. 
t Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et du Regno de Frederic ?e Grand. 



1778.] UFB OF FRXDBRIC II. 275 

winter. They possessed none of the strong for- 
tresses of Bohemia; and besides, the country had 
been completely laid waste by their foraging parties. 
He therefore determined upon retreating towards 
Silesia ; and this determination once come to, it was 
necessary to act upon it without delay, for the au- 
tumnal rains had set in earlier than usual, and the 
roads, at all times bad, were likely soon to become 
impassable. The king and prince, therefore, having 
communicated together, commenced their retrograde 
movements simultaneously.* 

On the 14th of September Frederic quitted his 
position of Langenau, and fell back in the direction 
of Tratenau. His march, through rivers, defiles, 
hollow roads, and oyer steep hills, and performed in 
the presence of a superior army, was any thing but 
an easy task* By skilful manoeuvres, however, he 
managed to protect his army and baggage; and 
though the enemies, upon more than one occasion, 
attacked detachments of his army, they had little 
cause to boast of their success. On the 19th of 
September the Prussian infantry crossed the river 
Auga on three bridges of boats, and the cavalry by 
means of a ford ; and then, without loss of any kind, 
encamped on the heights of Trautenbach.f On the 
21st the whole army marched in three columns to 
Schatzlar. Upon this occasion General Wurmser 
attacked with superior forces the Prussian corps 
commanded by General Keller ; but after four hours 9 
hard fighting, he was compelled to retire with great 
loss both of killed and prisoners. J 

Thus concluded the remarkable retreat of Fred- 
eric, which had occupied many days, and had been 
achieved without loss, under difficulties of every 
kind; but which his masterly genius was enabled to 
overcome. At Schatzlar Frederic determined to 



* Frederic E., Memoivee de la Guerre de 1778. 
" Oampagne do Hoi de Prusee, 1778, 1779, par le Baron de Holtaendorff 
Onward, Tableau de la Vie et da Regno de Frederic le Grand 
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remain until he had received intelligence of the safe 
arrival of Prince Henry in Saxony ; and until the 
season was so far advanced as to preclude the Aus- 
trian army, which had now placed itself near Gitschin, 
from attempting any expedition of importance. 

Prince Henry broke up his camp at Nimes on the 
16th of September. By a feigned movement, as if 
with the view of plunging further into Bohemia and 
seizing upon Prague, he deceived Marshal Laudon, 
who upon this marched towards that capital, and 
thus left the way open for the prince to retreat into 
Saxony.* This advantage was a most important 
one for Prince Henry to obtain, as the natural diffi- 
culties- he had to surmount were not less than those 
encountered by his royal brother .f The Prussian 
army passed the Elbe at Leutmeritz, and having done 
so, destroyed the bridge in order to retard the pro- 
gress of their enemies, who had now discovered their 
real intentions, and were struggling through the bad 
roads with a view of overtaking them.J In the 
course of his retreat the prince had been obliged to 
burn a portion of his baggage to prevent its falling 
into the hands of the Austnans ; but with this ex- 
ception, his march was a completely successful one. 
On the 20th of September a skirmish took placejre- 
tween the rear-guard of the Prussian army and the 
advanced guard of the Austrian, in which the former, 
headed by Colonel Usedom, had the advantage, and 
obliged the Austnans to retire, though the force of 
the latter amounted to twenty-one squadrons of cav- 
alry, while Usedom had only five with him.6 After 
various manoeuvres of Prince Henry, and feints of 
again turning back- upon Bohemia, which again de- 
ceived Laudon, and enabled the prince still to gain 
ground upon him, the great body of the Prussian army 

• Frederic II., Membirea de la Guenre de- 177a 
t Griraoard, Tableau de la Vie et dn Regno de Frederic la Graad. 
1 Oampagnedu Soft de Prone, 1778, 177&, par le Baron de HoltiaadariK 
§ Griumrd, Tableau de la Vie et Ita Regne de Frederic to Grand. 



J 



1778.] LIFE OF* FREDERIC Hi 87? 

entered Saxony on the 28th of September, and en- 
camped at Ottendorf.* 

This retreat was perhaps as honourable to Prince 
Henry as that to Schatzlar had been to his brother ; 
for though, in effect, he encountered fewer difficulties 
than Frederic, it must be remembered that this was 
owing to the well-combined manoeuvres by which he 
deceived Laudon, and thus got the start of him. On 
the 2d of October the prince placed his army in 
quarters between Dresden, Freyberg, and the fron- 
tiers of Bohemia ; while the Austrians, who had suf- 
fered great fatigues in their pursuit of the Prussians, 
decamped from Raudnitz, and took up the quarters 
in which Laudon designed that they should rest them- 
selves.f In this retreat of Prince Henry Generals 
Mdllendorf and Platen had greatly distinguished 
themselves, as the hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
and the Prince Royal of Prussia had in that of the 
king.J 

While Frederic remained at Schatzlar, directing 
the evolutions of his army and conducting his varied 
negotiations, he also found time to write his eulogy 
on Voltaire, which was afterward read at a meeting 
of the Berlin Academy. Voltaire had died, in the 
midst of his Parisian triumphs, on the 30th of May, 
1778 ; and Frederic offered with a willing hand this 
tribute to the celebrity of his former friend. He sub- 
sequently, at the request of D'Alembert, had a solemn 
service performed in the principal Catholic church 
at Berlin for the repose of the poet's soul, — a cere- 
mony which, on all accounts, had certainly better 
been omitted. 

When the king took up his quarters at Schatzlar 
he fixed his abode in one of the best of the peasants' 
nouses in the village. Here, however, he found, as 
is usual in Germany > only stoves. As Frederic was 

* FrederiQlI., AKmoires de la Guerre de 1778. 
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partial to the tnoxe civilized use of fireplaces, he 
insisted upon making one. But the peasant resisted, 
upon the ground of the expense he should incur in 
taking it down again on the king's departure. Fred- 
eric was, in consequence, obliged to buy the house 
at an exorbitant price, — a regular deed of sale hav- 
ing been drawn up between the peasant and the king 
by the notary of the place. When Frederic went 
away he sent for the peasant, and gave him a patent, 
by which he constituted him " the governor of his 
house in the kingdom of Bohemia, and enjoined him 
to take the greatest care of it during his absence, 
and to have it ready for him on his return."* 

. In the beginning of October the Russian general 
Kaminskoy arrived at the King of Prussia's quar- 
ters, with a view of arranging a junction between the 
army of that monarch and the troops of the empress, 
Catherine having come to the determination of resist- 
ing the attempts at aggrandizement of the house of 
Austria.f As, however, the campaign was now fin- 
ished, it was agreed by Frederic and the Russian en- 
voy that the troops of the latter nation should not be 
called upon to act till the following year .J 

As soon as Frederic was made aware of the safe 
arrival of his brother in Saxony, and of the dispersion 
of the armies of Lacy and Laudon in winter-quarters, 
he determined to retire himself into Silesia. Having 
. therefore sent forward portions of his army in the 
' earlier part of the month of October, he finally left 
Schatzlar himself on the 15th 4 His retreat was 
not harassed or interrupted, though he had to pass 
through a difficult and dangerous country. He took 
the road to Landshut, where he established himself, 
and cantoned his army in the environs of that town, 

* Grlmoard, Tableau de la Vie et da Regne de Frederic le Grand.— 
Thtebault, Souvenirs de Vingt^na de Sejour a Berlin, 
t Grimoard, Tableau de la vie et da Regne de Frederic le Grand, 
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so as to fonn a cordon of defence to the frontiers 
of the province. At the same time the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick. was stationed at Troppau.* A 
detachment from the royal army, headed by the king 
in person, drove the Austrians from Jaegerndorff; and 
the Prussians, thus established in Upper Silesia, for- 
tified their positions so strongly, that though the 
Austrians during the latter part of October made 
several attempts to drive them from them, they were 
always obliged to retreat with loss. The intention 
of the King of Prussia in thus taking possession of 
Upper Silesia was to enable himself at the commence- 
ment of the ensuing campaign to carry the war into 
Moravia.f 

On the 1st of November the Prussian general 
Wunsch entered the county of Glatz, and cantoned 
his troops in it ; and the arrangement of the Prussian 
armies being thus concluded for the winter, the King 
of Prussia on the 3d se^ off for Breslau, where he 
intended to pass the winter During the whole 
month of November partial skirmishes took place 
between the different opposing bodies of troops ; 
which were only put a stop to by the setting in of 
the winter, the severity of which reduced both sides 
to inaction.^ 

Although the campaign which has just. been related 
was "steril of great events,'^ and therefore by no 
means a decisive one, it must be allowed that the 
Prussians were, upon the whole, successful in it. In 
addition to the conquest of the duchies of Jaegern- 
dorff and Troppau, which they had achieved, the two 
Prussian armies had penetrated deep into Bohemia, 
had lived for some months at the expense of that 
province, and finally had retired without loss or in- 
convenience ; having generally also been victorious 

* Frederic II., M&noires de la Guerre de 1778. 
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In the different skirmishes which had taken place in 
the course of the campaign.* Perhaps the age of 
Frederic and of his brother had rendered them less 
prone to risk the fortunes of their country upon the 
uncertain issue of a pitched battle ; but if this was so, 
they had, on the other hand, gained that degree of 
skill which experience, joined to natural military 
talents, can alone give, and which rendered their 
marches and manoeuvres during the whole campaign 
so successful that they had almost the effect of vic- 
tories, without their hazard. 



CHAPTER II. 



Negotiations during the Winter— Mediation of Russia and France— Mili- 
tary Operations— General Wallis attacks Neustadt— Suspension of 
Arms— Congress and Peace of Tesehen— Frederic's Remarks on the 
War— Visit of tfie Prince de Ligne to the King of Prussia at Potsdam 
-Their Conversations together. 

During the winter the Empress of Russia took an 
active part in the negotiations between the Austrians 
and Prussians, which the season of military inactivity 
had renewed. She sent in the month of December, 
1778, a declaration to Vienna, which contained words 
to the following effect: — "That she besought the 
empress-queen to give an entire satisfaction to the 
princes of the empire with regard to their grievances, 
and, above all, in their just causes of complaint re- 
specting the usurpation of the Bavarian territories. 
That if this was not done, the Empress of Russia 
would feel herself compelled to fulfil her engagements 
to his Prussian majesty, by sending him a body of 
auxiliary troops, to which she was obliged by the 
tenor of her treaties with him."t A very short time 

* Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et le Regne de Frederic le Grand 
1 Frederic U., Memoires de la Ouerrede 177a 
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before this menacing message arrived, the court of 
Vienna had sent to Catherine to request her media- 
tion in their present quarrel. Fortunately, the de 
elaration of the empress had left Petersburg before 
the arrival of the Austrian despatch, or it would 

Erobably have been much softened. This was pecu- 
arly advantageous for the cause of peace, as nothing 
tended so much to bring the Austrian government 
to its senses with regard to its own aggressions au 
the stern tone adopted upon the subject by the czar- 
ina. It came, as Frederic observes, like a thunder- 
bolt upon the Austrians. Still, however, the fiery 
spirit of enterprise of the emperor urged a continu- 
ance of the war, and he even prevailed upon his 
mother to order fresh levies ; but as both she and her 
minister Kaunitz were now eager for peace, the 
negotiations were continued. Indeed, the extreme 
want of money in the Austrian treasury rendered a 
speedy termination of the contest almost inevitable, 
as the soldiers were without pay, and almost without 
the necessaries of life.* 

At the same time that the imperial court had ap- 
plied for the mediation of Catherine, they had also 
despatched an application to the same effect to the 
court of Versailles ; and Frederic, who was not un 
willing that France should act her part in healing the 
differences of Germany, had sent a long and reasoned 
memoir to the Count de Mattrepas, minister of that 
country ; detailing to him the state of the quarrel, 
and explaining upon what conditions he, Frederic, 
would be ready to terminate hostilities and conclude 
the war. This statement was so much approved of 
by Maurepas that it was taken as the basis of the 
accommodation which the Baron de Breteuil, the 
French ambassador at Vienna, was ordered to en- 
deavour to effectf Breteuil exerted himself with 
so much activity, that he was enabled to send his 

* Frederic IT., Memoirw de la Guerre de 1778. t H*l 
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plan of general pacification in the end of January, 
1779, to Prince Repnin at Breslau, who was acting 
there as minister from the Empress of Russia. The 
haughtiness of this ambassador, and the conflicting 
demands of the various claimants, delayed the ne- 
gotiation for some time. During this interval, the 
weather having become less severe, the two armies 
had recommenced, in some degree, their hostile ope* 
rations. 

On the 9th of January the Austrian general Ell- 
richshausen made an attack upon the Prussians 
under General Tauenzien, who were employed in 
taking up positions with a view of guarding the town 
of Jaegerndorff.* The Austrians were repulsed with 
loss. In revenge for this attack, the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick planned one against those divi- 
sions of the Austrian army which were stationed 
near Troppau, Jaegerndorff, and the frontier of the 
county of Glatz.f On the 12th of January he fell 
upon them, drove them from their intrenchments, 
and burned the huts they had constructed for their 
habitations. On the 17th of January a detachment 
of Austrians, commanded by General Wurmser, en- 
tered the county of Glatz, took the town of Habel- 
schwert by escalade at night, and seized upon 800 
men of the garrison.]: They afterward obtained 
some other small advantages, the Prussian troops in 
these parts being inferior to them in numbers ; and 
then prepared to make incursions into Silesia. Fred- 
eric, in order to divert them from their purpose, made 
demonstrations of again invading Bohemia. On the 
3d of February he arrived at Schweidnitz, where he 
augmented the garrison ; and on the 6th proceeded 
with some troops to Reich enbach. 

Prince Henry of Prussia had not been incommoded 
by the enterprises of the enemies during the winter, 



* Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et du Regne de Frederic la Grand. 
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m consequence of the army of Marshal Laudon hav- 
ng been so much weakened by the detachments he 
had been obliged to send towards Prague, Upper 
Silesia, and Glatz, that he was compelled to remain 
on the defensive. This enabled the prince, accord- 
ing to the directions of his brother, to detach Gen- 
eral Mollendorf in the beginning of this month with 
a strong body of troops to make an irruption into 
Bohemia. When he arrived near the town of Brix 
he found his course arrested by the troops of Gen- 
eral Kinski. MdUendorf at first put to flight both 
the Austrian infantry and cavalry ; but Kinski sub- 
sequently was enabled to rally his men, and to retreat 
in good order to a strong position. The Prussians 
On the 6th of February obtained possession of Brix, 
where they found the magazines, military chest, and 
baggage of their enemies, and took 400 prisoners.* 
This expedition of Mollendorf frightened the Aus- 
trians so much that they drew together in all haste 
large bodies of troops. But the Prussian general, 
who had successfully operated the diversion intended, 
did not wait to be attacked by them, but retired again 
into Saxony on the 9th. The King of Prussia ad- 
vanced on the 16th of February to Silberberg, and 
placed the different divisions of his army in such posi- 
tions that they might be ready for a simultaneous 
plunge into Bohemia. These demonstrations obliged 
the Austrians to withdraw their troops from the 
greater part of the county of Glatz.f 

The last attempt of the Austrians against the Prus- 
sians was made at the very end of February ; and 
was certainly, both for the cruelty which marked its 
execution and the time at which it occurred, hardly 
a justifiable proceeding. J It is probable that it was 
occasioned by some such motive as the one attributed 
to it by the King of Prussia, who seems to have been 
wry indignant at it. That sovereign says, that as 

* Gunptgne da Ral de Prone. 1778 1779. par le Baron do Hritiendorff 
f Old iVM. 
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soon as his ultimatum (which in a great degree 6b 
viated the difficulties that had hitherto delayed the 
negotiation), having been sent to Petersburg, had 
been returned with the approval of that court, it was 
forwarded by Prince Repnin to the Baron de Breteuil 
at Vienna, in order to be submitted to the imperial 
cabinet.* Breteuil sent word without delay that the 
empress-queen was much satisfied with it ; and was 
desirous that a congress should be forthwith assem- 
bled, in order to complete as speedily as possible the 
general pacification. " Under these circumstances," 
continues the King of Prussia, " posterity will scarcely 
believe that while the court of Vienna appeared to be 
thus really anxious for peace, an Austrian general, 
Wallis, presented himself suddenly with 8000 or 
10,000 men before the town of Neustadt, in which 
the regiment of Prussia and the battalion of Preuss 
were in garrison. The enemy, not being able to ob 
tain possession of the town, threw so many shells into 
it that a great number of the houses were set on fire, 
and 240 of the inhabitants perished in the flames. 
But the garrison did not yield.' 9 

General Stutterheim, who had been made ac- 
quainted with the movements of the enemies, ad- 
vanced towards Branitz, with a view of attacking 
them in tfieir rear; while the Prussian troops can- 
toned at Rosswalde advanced upon one flank, and 
the detachments from Neisse on the other. Wallis, 
unable to resist so many foes, retreated to Zuck- 
mantel, followed and pursued by the Prussian forces. 
This expedition had been prescribed to General 
Wallis by the emperor himself, who had imagined it. 
This prince, reckoning upon the ardent and impetu- 
ous spirit of the King of Prussia, thought that by 
putting him out of humour by the ruin of one of his 
towns, he should render him more unreasonable and 
difficult with regard to the negotiation which was 

* Fwdoric II., M6moiie« d* to Gnemde 177E 
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now going on. He even hoped that the ill-humour 
he might be in would, perhaps, induce him to break 
it off altogether. But neither the expedition nor the 
plan of the Austrians turned out to their advantage."* 

A few days after this exploit a suspension of arms 
was agreed to between the Austrians and Prussians, 
at the express desire of the empress-queen. On the 
6th of March Frederic left SLLberberg, where he was 
encamped, and proceeded to Breslau, in order to 
confer with Prince Repnin, the Russian minister 
there. On the 7th the truce between the hostile 
armies took effect in Bohemia ; on the 8th in Upper 
Silesia and Moravia ; and on the 10th in Saxony. 
The town of Teschen was named, by common con- 
sent, as the spot where the congress of negotiators 
was to be held. Thither were sent the Baron de 
Riedsal, by the King of Prussia; M. de Terringsee- 
feld, by the elector palatine ; M. de Zinzendorf, by 
Saxony; M. de Horenfels, by the Duke of Deux- 
Ponts ; and Prince Repnin, by Russia. They were 
met by the Baron de Breteuil, on the part of France, 
and the Count Cobenzel, on that of Austria. f 

Great delays, however, occurred in the conclusion 
of the peace, as all the powers who had any thing 
to gain or to lose by the arrangement were, by turns, 
unreasonable in their demands ; while the warlike 
spirit of the emperor, who was anxious to decide-the 
contest by arms, seemed to hover perpetually over 
the negotiators. They had thus passed six weeks 
in almost fruitless discussions ; and the ministers of 
France, Russia, and Prussia, who were really anxious 
for peace, began to despair of accomplishing their 
object ; when, on the 20th of April, arnved a courier 
with the news that peace was concluded between 
the Turks and Russians. This event put a stop to 
>he machinations of Joseph II., who had trusted to 
the diversion caused by the Turkish war to prevent 

* Frederic rj., Merooire* de la Guerre de 1778. t Aft 
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the czarina from taking an active part in the affairs 
of Germany. Cobenzel immediately became more 
yielding; and the ministers of the lesser powers 
withdrew their unreasonable pretensions. In a fort 
night from this time all the articles of the treaty 
were agreed to ; and the peace of Teschen was signed 
on the 13th of May, 1779, the anniversary of the 
birthday of Maria Theresa. 

By this treaty it was arranged that the emperor 
should give up to the elector palatine the whole 
of Bavaria and the upper palatinate, with the ex* 
ception of the small circle of Burghausen, situated 
between the rivers Danube, Inn, and Saltz. At the 
same time, the family arrangements of the house 
of Bavaria, with regard to the succession of their 
territories, were ratified and confirmed.* This arti- 
cle ensured them to the Duke of Deux-Ponts, as well 
as to all other collateral descendants of the family. 
It was arranged that the Elector of Saxony should 
receive the sum of 6,000,000 of florins from the 
elector palatine, in lieu of his claims upon the allo- 
dial succession ; and the emperor agreed to give up 
to him the fief of Schcenbourg, which was situated 
in the midst of his electorate. The Duke of Meck- 
lenburg received some feudal advantage for his ter- 
ritories from the emperor; while, with regard to 
Prussia, the emperor acknowledged the right of that 
power to the eventual succession of Ajispach and 
Bareith ; the King of Prussia giving up, on his side, 
his pretensions upon Juliers and Berg to the house 
of Sulsbach. He also received the renewed guar- 
anty of France (the first had been given in 1741) to 
his possession of Silesia.f 

" Such," says Frederic, " was the end of these 
troubles in Germany. Every one had expected to 
see a series of campaigns before their conclusion ; 

* Frederic II., Memoirea de la Guerre de 1778.— Grimoard Tablet* 
de la Vie et da Regne de Frederic le Grand, 
t Vie de Frederic H. 
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but all that happened was a singular mixture of ne- 
gotiations and military enterprises, which can only 
be attributed to the two factions which divided the 
imperial court, of which one at one moment got the 
upper hand, and then was repressed by the other. 
The officers were in perpetual uncertainties, and no 
one knew whether they were at peace or war ; and 
this continued till the very day that the treaty was 
signed at Teschen. It appears that the Prussian 
troops had the advantage over their enemies when- 
ever they came to regular fighting ; and that the im- 
perialists had the best of it in contrivances, surprises, 
and stratagems, which more properly belong to la 
petite guerre"* The King of Prussia writes here 
more modestly than is consistent with truth respect- 
ing his own troops; who, during this war, had almost 
invariably a superiority over those of Austria. Nor 
was his own glory less than it had been in his pre- 
vious wars, though he achieved it without battles. 
For he was completely successful iff the object for 
which he undertook the contest, namely, the com- 
pelling the emperor to give up his Bavarian con- 
quests ; while he had, at the same time, the satisfac- 
tion of humbling the pride of Austria, and assuring 
the independence of the princes of the empire. 

Frederic, having concluded the peace of Teschen, 
returned to Potsdam, and to those peaceful occu- 

Eations which continued, without interruption, till 
is death. Shortly after the conclusion of the war 
he received a visit from the Prince de Ligne. He 
had invited this accomplished courtier, when he had 
seen him in the train of the emperor in Moravia, to 
come and see him at Potsdam. The Prince de 
Ligne, who appears to have been a sincere admirer 

* Frederic II., Memoires de la Guerre de 1778.— This expression is not 
attempted to be translated, because it is conceived to be untranslatable. 
Frederic seems to have lost no time in consigning his recollections of this 
war to paper ; for the concluding sentence of his memoirs of it, which 
Is here quoted, is dated tins, "Fait ft Potsdam, ea 90 Join, 1719.-~ 
Frnxnaaic." 
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of the great qualities of the King of Prussia, has- 
tened, as soon as peace was restored to Germany, to 
profit by this invitation. Frederic received him with 
great cordiality, and seemed to take much pleasure 
in his society. 

Every day during his stay the prince dined and 
passed the evening with the king ; " and it was then," 
says he, " that daily, for five hours, the universality 
of his conversation completed my enchantment at 
his powers. The arts, war, medicine, literature, 
religion, philosophy, morality, history, and legislation 
passed in review by turns. The great times of Au- 
gustus and Lewis the Fourteenth ; the good society 
among the Romans, the Greeks, and the French ; the 
chivalry of Francis the First; the frankness and 
valour of* Henry the Fourth; the revival of letters, 
and their changes since Leo the Tenth ; anecdotes 
of men of talent of former days, and their errors ; 
the eccentricities of Voltaire; the sensitive vanity 
of Maupertuis ; the agreeableness of Algarotti ; the 
wit of Jordan ; the hypochondriasm of the Marquis 
d'Argens, whom the king used to induce to keep his 
bed for four-and-twenty hours by merely telling him 
he looked ill ; and what not besides 1 — All that could 
be said of the most varied and agreeable kind was 
what came from him, in a gentle tone of voice, rather 
low, and very agreeable, From his manner of moving 
his lips, which possessed an inexpressible grace. 
This, I conceived, was what occasioned his hearers 
not perceiving that he was, like the heroes of Ho- 
mer, a great talker, though sublime. The voice, the 
noise, and the gestures of constant talkers are what 
often give them this reputation ; while with the king, 
who certainly talked as much as anybody, one was 
always charmed that he did not talk less."* 

Among the sketches of conversations related by 
the Prince de Ligne are the following anecdotes :— 

* Iftmoires et Melanges historiques et littlraires, par te Prince d» 
ligne. 
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" The king mentioned VirgiJ. I took the opportu- 
nity, wishing to answer something, to say, * He watf 
a great poet, sire, but a bad gardener.' — * To whom 
do you tell this V replied the king ; ' have I not tried 
to plant, to sow, to prepare the ground, to dig with 
tfie Georgics in my hand ! But, sir, said my gardener 
to me, you are a fool, and your book also ; it is not 
thus that we must work. But, oh heavens, what 
a climate is this ! do you know it refuses me every 
thing ? Look at my poor orange-trees, my olives, 
my lemon-trees : all these die of cold V — * Nothing, 
then, grows with you, sire, except laurels! 4 The 
king gave me a charming smile ; and then, to turn 
off the flatness of a compliment by a folly, I added 
quickly, * And then, sire, there are too many grena- 
diers in this country; they devour every thing!' 
And the king began to laugh, because this sort of 
folly is the only thing to make people laugh." 

" One day at dinner, I looked at the bottom of my 
plate, to see what china it was made of. * What do 
you take it to be V — * I should have said Dresden, 
but instead of two swords I see but one, which is 
well worth the two.* — * It is a sceptre.' — ' Sire, I beg 
pardon, but your sceptre resembles a sword so much 
that one may easily mistake it for one.' And this, 
indeed, was true, in every sense of the word."* 
The prince adds that the king did not seem much 
pleased with the mistake, or the apology. 

" Another day, when I came to him, he said to me, 
' I am grieved to announce bad news to you. They 
write me word that Prince Charles of Lorraine is at 
the last extremity.' He looked at me, to see what 
effect his communication had upon me, and when 
ne saw my eyes full of tears, he changed, by the 
easiest transitions, the conversation ; talked to me 
of war, and then of Marshal Lacy. He asked me 
after him, and added, * He is a man of the greatest 

* The mark of the Berlin china is a sceptre ; that of the Daeaden twe 
•words, placed crosswise. 

Vol. II.— Z 
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merit Mercy, formerly among yon, and Poysegur 9 
with the French, had some idea of marches and en- 
campments. We see by the castrametation of Hygi- 
nus, that the Greeks occupied themselves much upon 
the subject ; but your marshal is superior to the an- 
cients, to the moderns, and to all the most famous 
men who have considered the subject And, in effect, 
all the time that he was your quarter-master-general, 
if you will permit me to make the remark, 1 never 
obtained the least advantage. Only remember the 
two campaigns of 1759 and 1760 ; every thing sue 
ceeded to you. Shall I never be delivered from this 
tiresome man, said I, often. At length, it became 
necessary to recompense him, and, in order to do so, 
they made him FelfLzeugmeister ; they gave him a 
corps too strong to be used merely for skirmishing, 
too weak really to resist me. In spite of this, he 
delivers himself out of my hands, and out of all the 
difficulties which beset him, in the skilful campaign 
of 1760. Another general at length replaced him. 
This is rather good for me, said I to myself; I shalL, 
perhaps, have some opportunity of doing something. 
I sought it, and found it at Torgau !' The king nevea 
made a more admirable panegyric upon any one than 
this ; for by it he tacitly allowed that it was M. de 
Lacy who had cleared Moravia, Bohemia, Lusatia, 
and Saxony of the Prussians." 

" The next day, the king, as soon as he saw me, 
came up to me, and said, with an air of great 
feeling, ' If you must learn the loss of a man who 
loved you, and who was an honour to humanity, it 
is better it should be from one who was as much 
attached to him as myself. The poor Prince Charles 
is no more. Others may, perhaps, replace *his loss 
in your heart ; but few princes can replace him for 
the beauty of his mind and his many virtues!' 
While saying this to me he became extremely 
affected. I said to him, ' Your majesty's regrets are 
m consolation to me ; and you did not wait for his 
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death to praise him : there are some fine lines about 
him in the poem oft the Art de la Guerre? I was 
myself much affected : however, I managed to recite 
them; and I thought the author seemed to be 
pleased with me for remembering them. 'The 
prince's passage of the Rhine,' said he, * was a grand 
thing ; but the poor prince always depended upon 
so many people ! I have never depended upon any 
thing but my head — sometimes I have depended 
upon it too much — for my success. He was ill- 
served, and but little obeyed : neither one nor the 
other has ever happened to me.' " 

" The emperor was gone at this time to have an 
interview with the Empress of Russia. This pro- 
ceeding did not please the king; and, in order to de- 
feat what he might do, he had sent the prince royal, 
rather awkwardly, to Petersburg. The madcap 
Pinto* said one day to his neighbour at dinner, 
* The emperor is a great traveller ; there never has 
been an emperor who has gone farther than he.' — 
' Excuse me, sir,' said the king, * Charles the Fifth 
went into Africa, for he gained the battle of Oran 
there.' And then turning to me, without my being 
able to discover whether what he had said was 
meant as a sarcasm or only as an historical anecdote, 
he added, ' The emperor is happier than Charles the 
Twelfth; he enters Russia like him at Mohilow; 
but I think he will get to Moscow.' The same 
Pinto said another day to the king, who was embar- 
rassed to know who he should send on a foreign 
mission, 'Why, sire, do you not think of M. de 
Lucchesini, who is a man of ability V — ' It is for that 
reason,' replied the king, 'that I choose to keep 
him : I would rather send you than him, or a tire- 
some man like Mr. Such-a-one ;' and he immediately 
named the latter person mentioned to the mission 
in question." 

* A Ptodmonteee count in the serried of the BJog cf Pntaeie. 
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u * Do you know,' said the king , one day, to me, 
• that I have been in your service t I made my first 
campaigns for the house of Austria. My God! how 
the time passes !' He had a way of putting his hands 
together when saying thus, my God, which gave him 
altogether an air of benevolence and extreme gentle- 
ness. * Do you know,' he continued, ' that I saw the 
sparkle of the last rays of the genius of Prince Eu- 
gene V — ' It was, perhaps, sire, from these rays that 
the genius of your majesty was first lighted. 9 — * Ah, 
my God ! who could hope to equal Prince Eugene V 
— ' He who is superior to him,' said I, ' and who is 
capable of winning a dozen victories.' He put on his 
modest air. It is, as I have always said, easy to be 
modest when one can afford to be so. He pretended 
not to understand me, and then went on. ' When 
the cabal, which for forty years Prince Eugene had 
had against him, even in his own army, wished to in- 
jure him, they took the time to do it when his mind, 
which was in good order in the morning, was a little 
weakened by the fatigues of the day. It was thus 
that they made him undertake his injudicious march 
upon Mayence.' — * You tell me nothing, sire, as far 
as yourself is concerned, that I did not know be- 
fore,' said I to him. * I know all that your majesty 
did, and even what you said. I can relate to you 
your journeys to Strasbourg and in Holland, and 
what passed with regard to you in a boat. In talk- 
ing of this campaign on the Rhine, one of our old 
generals, whom I often make talk as one reads an 
old manuscript, told me he was very much surprised 
to see a young Prussian officer, whom he did not 
know, say to a general of the late king, who was 
giving verbally an order not to go and forage, * And 
I, sir, order you to go ; our cavalry is in want ; and, 
in short, sir, I command it.' — * You see me in too 
favourable a light,' replied the king; 4 ask these gentle- 
men about me respecting my humours and caprices. 
They will tell you a very different story of me.' w 
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After relating some other conversations of a less 
interesting and characteristic nature, the prince c*n- 
• eludes his account of his visit by saying, " Want 
of memory, as well as of opportunities of seeing 
more often, and at greater length, the greatest man 
that ever existed, obliges me now to stop. There 
is not a single word in what I have related that did 
not proceed from him ; and those who knew him 
will perceive his manner in every sentence, which 
ts what I wished, in order to give those who never 
had the happiness of seeing him a just idea of him. 
His eyes, which his portraits represent very harsh, 
with the brows knit, from the labour of the cabinet 
and the fatigues of war, softened in listening to or 
in relating any trait of elevation or sensibility."* 



CHAPTER III. 

Frederics Occupations and Companions at tills Period— His Appearand 
described— His Attachment to Dogs— The Abbe de Prades— Colonel 
Gnicbard— Le Cau— Abbe Bastiani— Lncchesini— Heraberg— Ziethen 
— MONendorf— Denina— Final Reform of the Laws— Death of Maris 
Theresa— Ambition of Joseph the Second— His Schemes defeated by 
Frederic— Germanic League— Last Year of the King of Prussia's 
Life— Symptoms of Decay— His Illness increases— Be sends for Dr. 
Zimmermann. 

These anecdotes by the Prince de Ligne, relating as 
they do to the private life of Frederic, lead naturally 
to some account of his manner of passing his time 
at this period of his existence, as well as of those 
friends and associates who principally formed his 
society. The King of Prussia continued to perform 
the duties of his station, in spite of the increasing in- 
firmities of age, with as great an exactness as in the 
earlier part of his reign. He still rose at four in the 

* Memoires tt Melanges historiqnes et littenires par le Prince ds 
Ligne. 
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morning in summer, and at five in winter, and de- 
spatched the business of the state in the same me- 
thodical and expeditious manner which has been de- 
scribed in a former part of this work. But after this 
was done he allowed himself more relaxation and 
amusement than had been the case before the seven 
years* war. Thus, his dinner, and the conversation 
which succeeded it, became greatly lengthened. We 
have seen that the Prince de Ligne talks of it as 
lasting five hours. His suppers were omitted, which 
enabled him to go to bed earlier, and give himself 
more rest. He also gave more time to his walks 
and rides, and the inspection of his gardens and his 
buildings. The parade, where his guards were ex- 
ercised, he attended now only three times a week, 
instead of every day.* 

The sight of this eminent man occupying himself 
with exercising small bodies of men with all the ar- 
dour of a young officer sometimes astonished stran- 
gers. Dr. Moore thus relates his surprise at wit- 
nessing such a scene : — " A few days ago I happened 
to take a very early walk about a mile from the town 
(Potsdam), and seeing some soldiers under arms in 
a field, at a small distance from the road, I went to- 
wards them. An officer on horseback, whom I took 
to be the major, for he gave the word of command, 
was uncommonly active, and often rode among the 
ranks to reprimand or instruct the common men. 
When I came nearer, I was much surprised to find that 
this was the king himself. He had his sword drawn, 
and continued to exercise the corps for an hour after. 
He made them wheel, march, form the square, and 
fire by divisions and in platoons, observing all their 
motions with infinite attention ; and, on account of 
some blunder, put two officers of the Prince of Prus- 
sia's regiment in arrest. In short, he seemed to 
exert himself with all the spirit of a young officer 

♦ Tftwenrt Memoirs of Fnteit m. 
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eager to attract the notice of his general by uncom 
mon alertness."* The same author expresses as- 
tonishment that Frederic, who had so lately come 
from the command of vast armies, could condescend 
to take so much pains with a handful of men. But 
it was one of the remarkable characteristics of Fred- 
eric, that though his mind seemed naturally formed 
for great enterprises and combinations, it was equally 
fitted for entering into minute details, and petty and 
methodical labours. 

Literature, as usual, continued to occupy the lei- 
sure moments of Frederic ; and his evening concerts, 
though no longer, — since he had lost a good many of 
his teeth, and therefore played with less facility on 
the flute, — of daily occurrence, were not unfrequent* 
In those he generally performed a part himself 
upon his favourite instrument ; though quite at the 
end of his life he left off playing the flute altogether. 
His execution is thus described by a musical travel 
ler : — " His majesty's embouchure was clear and even, 
his finger brilliant, and his taste pure and simple. I 
was much pleased, and even surprised, with the neat- 
ness of his execution in the allegros, as well as by 
his expression and feeling in the adagio : in short, 
his performance surpassed, in many particulars, any 
thing I had ever heard among dilettanti, or even pro- 
fessors. His majesty played three long and difficult 
concertos successively, and all with equal perfec- 
tion."! The evening concluded with a conversation 
in his own room with one of his most familiar at- 
tendants, who sometimes also read to him till he 
went to sleep4 

The natural wish which exists in most persons to 
know what was the personal appearance of men re- 
markable for their abilities may perhaps be allowed 

* Dr. Moore, View of Society and Manners in France, Switzerland 
and Germany, 
t Dr. Burney, Present State of Music in Germany 
1 Towers'* Memoirs of Frederic lit 
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as an excuse for the insertion here of Dr. Moore's 
description of Frederic the Great, as he appeared to 
him at that time of his life. " The King of Prus- 
sia," says he, " is below the middle size, well made, 
and remarkably active for his time of life. He has 
become hardy by exercise and a laborious life, for 
his constitution originally seems to have been none 
of the strongest His look announces spirit and 
penetration. He has fine blue eyes ; and, in my 
opinion, his countenance, upon the whole, is agree- 
able. Some who have seen him are of a different 
opinion ; all who judge from his portraits only must 
be so ; for although I have seen many which have a 
little resemblance to him, and some which have a 
great deal, yet none of them do him justice. His 
features acquire a wonderful degree of animation 
while he converses. He stoops considerably, and 
inclines his head almost constantly to one side. 
His tone of voice is the clearest and most agreeable 
in conversation I ever heard. He speaks a great 
deal ; yet those who hear him regret he does not 
speak a great deal more. His observations are al- 
ways lively, very often just ; and few men possess 
the talent of repartee in greater perfection. He 
hardly ever varies his dress, which consists of a blue 
coat, lined and faced with red, and a yellow waist- 
coat and breeches. He always wears boots with 
hussar tops, which fall in wrinkles about his ankles, 
and are oftener of a dark brown than a black colour. 
His hat would be thought extravagantly large in 
England, though it is of the size commonly used by 
the Prussian officers of cavalry. He generally wears 
one of the large side corners over his forehead and 
eyes, and the front cock on one side. He wears his 
hair cued behind, and dressed with a single buckle 
on each side. From their being very carelessly put 
up, and unequally powdered, we may naturally con- 
clude that the friseur has been greatly hurried in 
the execution of his office. He uses a very large 
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gold snuff-box, the lid ornamented with diamonds, 
and takes an immoderate quantity of Spanish snuff, 
the marks of which very often appear on his waist- 
coat and breeches. These are also liable to be soiled 
by the paws of two or three Italian greyhounds which 
he often caresses."* 

Frederic's attachment to his dogs, which had been 
one of his earliest passions, continued unabated to 
the end of his life. The breed which he preferred 
was that of the Italian greyhound, of which he had 
always five or six in the room with him. Zimmer- 
mann describes them as placed on blue satin chairs 
and couches, near the King's arm-chair, and says 
that when Frederic, during his last illness, used to 
sit on his terrace at Sans Souci, in order to enjoy 
the sun, a chair was always placed by his side, which 
was occupied by one of his dogs. He fed them him- 
self, took the greatest possible care of them when 
they were sick, and, when they died, buried them in 
the gardens at Sans Souci. The traveller may still 
see their tombs (flat stones with the names of the 
dogs interred beneath engraved upon them) at each 
end of the terrace at Sans Souci, in front of the 
palace. The king was accustomed to pass his leisure 
moments in playing with them ; and the room where 
he sat was strewed with leather balls, with which 
they amused themselves, f As they were all much 
indulged, though there was always one especial 
favourite, they used to tear the damask covers of the 
chairs in the king's apartment, and gnaw and other- 
wise injure the furniture. This he permitted with- 
out rebuke, and used only to say, " My dogs destroy 
my chairs, but how can I help it t And if I was to 
have them mended to-day, they would be torn again 
to-morrow ; so I suppose I must bear with the in- 

* Dr. Moore, View of Society and Mannera in France, Switzerland 
and Germany. 

T Tbiebanlt, Sonveniro de Vingt Ana de Sejoor a Berlin.— Entretlem 
de Frederic Roi de Prosee tree ]e Docteor Zimmermana.— Vie de Fred 
arian. 
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convenience. After all, a Marquise de Pompadour 
would cost me a great deal more, and would neither 
be as attached. nor as faithful!" 

The most celebrated of the dogs of Frederic were 
Biche and Alcmena. Biche made the campaign of 
1745 with him ; and was with him when, one day, 
having advanced to reconnoitre the position of the 
enemy's troops, he was pursued by a party of Aus- 
trian hussars. He hid himself under a bridge, with 
Biche wrapped in the breast of his coat. The dog, 
though generally of a noisy and barking disposition, 
seemed aware of its master's danger, and remained 
quiet and hardly breathing,till the Austrians had passed 
over the bridge, and were at a distance. At the bat- 
tle of Soor, Biche was taken with the king's baggage, 
but was restored to her master. General Rothen- 
bourg, who brought her, upon her return, into the 
king's iroom, found the monarch so entirely occupied 
in writing, that he did not look up when his favour- 
ite entered. The dog immediately jumped upon the 
table, and put her two front paws on the king's neck, 
who was moved to tears at this proof of her affec- 
tion. Alcmena was a favourite greyhound belong- 
ing to the King of Prussia, to which he was so much 
attached that at his death for a day or two he 
abandoned himself to his grief; and it was long be- 
fore he would allow the corpse of the dog; although 
it had become putrid, to be taken from his apart- 
ment and buried. 

It will be necessary here to give some account of 
the principal companions and friends of Frederic at 
this period. These were Le Catt, the Abbe Bastiani, 
Lucchesini, Count Hertzberg, the Count de Goertz, 
and Count Pinto, a half-mad Piedmontese, and colo- 
nel of a regiment of engineers in the Prussian ser- 
vice. To them may be added, as having not yet 
been mentioned, the names of his former associates, 
the Abbe" de Prades and Colonel Guichard, though 
the former had been now for many years in disgrace* 
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and the latter died in 1775. In addition to these per- 
sons, the King of Prussia admitted into his society 
from time to time, the most distinguished of his 
generals, such as General Ziethen, General Mdllen- 
dorf, and General d'Anhalt. , Of the latter some ac- 
count has been already given. Also a few of the 
academicians and literary men whom he had en- 
couraged to fix their residence at Berlin; among 
whom may be mentioned Thiebault and the Abb! 
Denina. 

'The Abbe* de Prades had been admitted to the in- 
timacy of Fretferic for some years ; but during the 
seven years' war he was arrested at Magdeburg 
upon a suspicion of treason. He was confined in 
prison for a few days, and then allowed to walk 
about the town. After some months so passed, no 
specific charge having been brought against him, he 
was sent to Glogau, of which church he was a canon ; 
and remained there, a sort of prisoner, till the time 
of his death. It is supposed that Frederic had re- 
ceived intelligence that De Prades was in communi- 
cation with some of the enemies of Prussia. Thie- 
bault, however, doubts whether he was really guilty, 
and is inclined to think that he was the victim of a 
plot, of which the Abbe* Bastiani wafr the mover. 
It is, however, to be observed, that Thiebault was 
personally hostile to Bastiani. The Abbe de Prades 
was a man of learning and ability ; but was not par- 
ticularly remarkable for his conversational talents, 
and his loss was not, therefore, much felt by the 
King of Prussia.* 

The Colonel Guichard, who for ten years was the 
constant companion and guest of Frederic, was born 
at Magdeburg, of French refugee parents. He 
passed when young into Holland, where, having dis- 
tinguished himself in his studies, he became one of 
the professors at the university of Leyden. Shortly 

* ThiebMlt, Sourenlw de Vtogt Anafe Sejonr A Btrila 
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before the seven years 9 war he made a journey into 
his native country, and upon this occasion was first 
noticed by Frederic. The King of Prussia had 
heard him mentioned as a learned man; and find- 
ing, in an interview he had with him, that he was 
worthy of his reputation, he proposed to him to at- 
tach himself to his service. Guichard had particu- 
larly devoted his time and attention to the history 
of Julius Gtesar, his campaigns, and his system of 
tactics. Frederic thought that one who had pon- 
dered much in the closet on military science would 
be likely to make a good officer. He therefore pro- 
posed to him to exchange his professor's chair for a 
colonelcy of light dragoons, which offer was ac- 
cepted. In one of hi* early conversations with the 
king, the latter asked him, what was the name of the 
most eminent of Caesar's aids-de-camp, and Guichard 
told him it was Quintus Icilius. " Well," continued 
the king, " you shall be my Quintus Icilius : I give 
you the name, not doubting but that you will know 
how to merit it." The name so given remained to 
Guichard, and from this time till that of his death he 
was universally known by it; and it had, indeed, so 
entirely superseded his family name, that it was at- 
tached to that of his rank in the army, and he was 
commonly called Colonel Quintus. 

Guichard remained attached to the King of Prus- 
sia till his death in 1775 ; but their friendship, like 
that of Frederic and D'Argens, was frequently inter- 
rupted by quarrels. Frederic could not resist the 
temptation to be sarcastic at the expense of Gui- 
chard; and sometimes, when he pushed his satire 
very far, the colonel absented himself for some days 
from the palace, and would not return till the king, 
by some kind message or letter, had shown a wish 
to make atonement for his former offence. To give 
an idea of these quarrels, it is only necessary to 
mention one which Occurred towards the end of the 
life of Guichard* One of Frederic's subjects of at* 
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tack upon Quintus was his plundering propensities 
during war ; for which, indeed, he has been supposed 
to have been rather remarkable. One day at dinner 
at Sans Souci, Frederic, in speaking of the pillage of a 
house belonging to Count Bruhl, in Saxony, by a 
party of soldiers commanded by Guichard, said to 
the latter, " It is now an old story; time and the 
treaty of peace have wiped every thing out ; and no 
search for reimbursements need now be dreaded. 
Besides, you have no shame upon these matters, for 
all the world knows what a pillager you have been. 
Do therefore tell us how much you plundered upon 
that occasion. Come now, make a little effort, and 
recollect how much you got by this rogue's trick." 
Guichard, who had endured a good deal of this kind, 
could not, however} digest this attack, and therefore 
answered, " Your majesty ought to know well how 
much I got, for I never did any thing but by your or- 
ders ; I rendered account to you of every thing, and 
you divided the spoil with me !" So saying, he left 
the table and the palace ; and a considerable time 
elapsed before the friends were reconciled.* 

Le Catt, who held the situation of reader to 
Frederic, and who continued to enjoy a large share 
of his confidence and intimacy from about the year 
1760 till the death of the monarch, was a Swiss. 
The manner in which the King of Prussia first be- 
came acquainted with him is sufficiently curious to 
be worthy of relation. In a journey which the King 
of Prussia made into Holland, he and his companion, 
the Colonel Balby, disguised themselves as two mu- 
sicians. Travelling in this capacity in a passage 
boat from one town to another, the king, who was 
in a private cabin, began to feel a wish for more so- 
ciety. He therefore sent Balby into the public 
cabin, desiring him to see if there was not some 
one among the passengers who seemed worthy to 

* Thtebault, SoaTenirv do Vingt An* ie 84jour A Berlin. 
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be invited to breakfast with them. Balby returned 
with intelligence that there was a young man 
whose lively conversation and instruction would 
render him an agreeable addition to their party. He 
was immediately invited to join them, and the three 
sat down to a pie, which had been prepared for the 
meal. Frederic, actuated by his usual thirst for in- 
formation, began putting questions of all kinds to 
the stranger. He asked him respecting his country, 
his family, his own pursuits and intentions, till at 
length the young man, seeing no end to his inter- 
rogatories, said, rather crossly, " Permit me, sir, to 
observe, that you have asked me an unreasonable number 
of questions in return for a single cut of a jne" — ** I 
entreat your pardon," answered Frederic, cour- 
teously; "you know that travellers are always 
anxious to instruct themselves ; and I trust you will 
excuse me if I have indiscreetly yielded to this feel- 
ing, as it is seldom that we find so favourable an op- 
portunity for gratifying it" When they parted, 
Frederic asked the stranger for his address ; who 
gave it, without having an idea who his new acquaint- 
ance really was. The King of Prussia never lost 
sight of Le Oatt ; and some years after this incident, 
the place of his reader being vacant, he wrote to 
offer it to him. Le Catt accepted it, and thus be- 
came fixed in the service of that sovereign.* 

The Abbe" Bastiani was an Italian priest. When 
a very young man, he had been kidnapped while per- 
forming mass in the village church of which he was 
turate, on the Italian side of the Tyrol, by a recruit- 
ing party of Frederic William's soldiers, towards the 
end of the reign of that sovereign. He was brought 
to Berlin, and placed in a regiment as a private sol- 
dier. His adventure, however, made a noise { and 
Frederic, then prince royal, became anxious to see 
and make acquaintance with him. He was struck 

• Thiebanlt, Sourenlre de Vin# Am de S*Jour A B«rflii. 
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with his acuteness ; for under a heavy appearance 
Bastiani concealed all the finesse and quick percep- 
tion of a true Italian. When Frederic became king 
he released him from the army ; and shortly after his 
conquest of Silesia made him a canon of the cathe- 
dral at Breslau. From this time he was always, to 
a certain degree, in favour with Frederic ; but to- 
wards the end of the latter's life this favour had 
much increased, aided by his constant intrigues and 
suppleness. He became one of those habitual com- 
panions of the king upon whom he was accustomed 
to vent his sarcasms. Upon one occasion, and one 
only, the abbe* hazarded a spirited answer. Frederic 
had been attacking him for some time upon various 
topics ; and finally recurring to his favourite subject of 
pleasantry, the Roman Catholic religion, he prophe- 
sied that Bastiani would some day be made pope. 
" Now," continued he, " as you are now in my 
power, I should like to know what sort of reception 
you will give me when I go to Rome. When I ap- 
pear before your holiness, what will you say to me V 9 
— * Sire," replied the abb6, " I will say, O powerful 
black eagle, cover me with your wings, but save me 
from your beak !"* 

But the man of the most conversational talent 
who was now attached to Frederic was another 
Italian, the Marquis Luccbesini. Lucchesini was a 
native of the little state of Lucca, and bad come to 
Berlin, actuated by a spirit of enthusiasm for the 
character of the King of Prussia. Denina says of 
him, that he had " as much talent as either Algarotti 
orD'Argens, and not less instruction than the Colonel 
Quintus, with a knowledge of the great world which 
the latter never possessed."! Frederic made him 
his chamberlain ; conversed with him more than any 
one else ; communicated his writings to him ; and 

* Thiebault, Souvenirs de Vingt Ana de Sejonr a Berlin, 
t Eeeai anr la Vieet le Regno de Frederic II., par l'Abbe Denina-— 
La Pruaeo Litttraire eona Frederic II., par l'Abbe Denina.. 
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employed him in various departments of literature. 
After the death of the King of Prussia, Lucchesini 
continued in the service of his successors for many 
years, principally in a diplomatic capacity; and 
finally retired to Florence, where he died a few years 
since. 

Herzberg had been for many years employed by 
Frederic as a diplomatist, and a writer of proclama- 
tions and state papers. Having displayed consider- 
able talent and acuteness in these services, the king 
made him one of his principal ministers ; and to- 
wards the end of his life admitted him much into his 
intimacy. As Herzberg was also a man of literature 
he was made curator of the academy, and was 
accustomed in that capacity to read a dissertation 
on the anniversary of the king's birthday. The 
subject of these generally turned upon the circum- 
stances and history of the Prussian dominions, or 
the improvements which Frederic had wrought in 
them. The year after the death of Frederic, Count 
Herzberg consecrated to his memory a well-written 
paper, read at the academy, and entitled Memoirs 
historiaue sur la dernihre Annie de la Vie de Frederic 
IL He subsequently superintended the publication 
of the posthumous works of his sovereign and 
benefactor.* 

Ziethen and Mollendorf were among the most able 
of the generals of Frederic, and were always treated 
by that sovereign with kindness and distinction 
Ziethen was near ten years older than the king; 
and on this account Frederic was accustomed at re- 
views and upon similar occasions of fatigue to show 
him the most touching attentions; to oblige him to 
sit down while he himself stood and talked with 
him ; and in every way possible to mark his respect 
for the aged warrior. Mollendorf, who had originally 
been one of Frederic's pages, and had distinguished 

* La Ftuae Litttralre tons Frederic II., par r Abbe DenJna. 
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himself upon various occasions, was made by him 
governor of Berlin towards the conclusion of his 
reign; and by his successor was advanced to the 
rank of field-marshal. He was a man much beloved. 
It was to him that Frederic said, when disgusted 
one day at the folly and indiscipline of the young 
military men of high rank, * For the love of heaven, 
my dear Mdllendon, deliver me from all these young 
princes, who spoil my army !"• 

Denina had become known to Frederic as the 
author of the History of the Revolutions of Italy ; 
and the king, in consequence of the merit of that 
work, engaged him in his service, and sent for him 
from Turin. He appears to have been a man of 
labour and instruction, but of moderate abilities. 
He published subsequently two or three works, upon 
the subject of the reign of Frederic, the literary men 
of Prussia, &c.f 

In 1780 the King of Prussia appointed M. de 
Carmer chancellor of his kingdom ; and he took this 
opportunity to consolidate and finally arrange the 
great system of legal reform which he had been at- 
tempting for near forty years. Experience had now 
demonstrated what parts of the code which he had 
already given to his people were not calculated to 
promote their good, and to ensure a prompt and 
equal administration of justice. These portions 
were therefore amended, and the work was prose- 
cuted with so much diligence, that in the following 
yearj the principal parts of the code were published, 
and had been put into operation. Frederic addressed 
to M. de Carmer, with his own hand, a long and 
well-reasoned statement, in which he developed 
his views with regard to the laws and the ad- 
ministration of justice. This was published at the 
head of the new edition of the Code Frederic. It 

Thiebault, Sonrenire de Vingt Ana de Sejonr i Berlin, 
f Correapondeoce de Frederic it arec D*Alembejt, 
1 1781. 
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has been already stated in a former part of this 
work, that the code of laws acted upon in the Prus- 
sian dominions is undoubtedly still susceptible of 
considerable improvements ; but, at all events, Fred- 
eric accomplished two important points in legisla- 
tion ; namely, he afforded to his people cheap and 
speedy justice, to a degree which has hardly its 
parallel in any of the other countries of the civilized 
worlds 

The Empress Maria Theresa did not long survive 
the peace of Teschen. This eminent woman — for 
eminent, in spite of her bigotry and prejudices, she 
undoubtedly was— died November 90th, 1780; and 
thus left open an ampler field for the restless ambi- 
tion and activity of Joseph the Second, to which her 
authority had always been a check. Frederic, how- 
ever, was on his guard, and before he died again 
defeated the schemes of the Austrian cabinet. 

Joseph's first attempts at aggrandizement were 
designed to take place at the expense of the United 
Provinces of Holland. He demanded from them the 
cession of the town of Maestricht, and the free navi- 
gation of the river Escaut. This last demand was 
occasioned by a plan he had in view for restoring 
the commerce of Antwerp. The courts of Versailles 
and Berlin, however, appeared disposed to assist the 
Dutch, which obiged the restless emperor to turn 
to other projects. The next which entered his head, 
and which he continued for some years to contrive 
in secret, was of a much more extensive nature. 
Frederic had prevented his obtaining possession by 
force of Bavaria ; but Joseph still thought he might 
annex it to his dominions by negotiation and ex- 
change. He trusted to the supineness which old 
age generally causes, in order to keep the King of 
Prussia ignorant, or at least inactive, in the business ; 
and he intended to carry on his intrigues to a certain 

+ Mirabeau, Monarchic Prtuwtawe.—Vie de Frederic IL Gilia o ej < 
Eesai mu la Vie et toRegm d* Frederic le Oread 



1785.] LIFE OF FREDERIC II. 307 

point, and then wait for their development till the 
death (which could not probably be a distant event) 
of his old, yet still wily, antagonist. His project 
was to exchange the Austrian provinces in the Low 
Countries, with the exception of the county. of Na- 
mur and duchy of Luxemburgh, against the whole 
of the electorate of Bavaria.* 

The court of Petersburg, which, since the peace 
of Teschen, had contracted very intimate alliances 
with the Austrian monarch, favoured the arrange- 
ment ; and the elector, Charles Theodore, consented 
to it, lured by the promise of the title of King of 
Burgundy, with which he was to be decorated. Be- 
fore, however, the plan was executed, it became ne- 
cessary to obtain the acquiescence of the Duke of 
Deux-Ponts, the heir of Charles Theodore. That 

Erince was sounded upon the subject, in the 
eginning of 1785, by the Russian envoy; but re- 
fused his consent, and forthwith communicated -the 
whole arrangement to the King of Prussia. Fred- 
eric, though already suffering under those infirmi- 
ties which, in the following year, conducted him to 
the tomb, took fire at the news, and lost not a mo- 
ment in taking steps to counteract the ambitious 
designs of the imperial family ; which he considered, 
with justice, as an infringement of the stipulations 
of the treaty of Teschen, and as likely to prove 
most injurious to the interests of the Germanic 
body. 

By his exertions a confederation was immediately 
formed among the principal powers of Germany ; 
of which the object was, to preserve the constitu- 
tion of the empire and the rights of its princes. 
The electors of Saxony, Hanover, and Mayence 
concurred readily in the views of Frederic ; and the 
treaty of confederation, which has been known by 
the name of the Germanic League, was signed al 

* Grimotrd, Ejiai rar la Vie et to Regne de Fredtrk le Grand. 
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Berlin on the 21st of July, 1785. The emperor was 
obliged, in consequence, with feelings of deep vexa- 
tion, to renounce his ambitious plans ; and even to 
conclude a treaty with Holland, through the mediation 
of France, by which he renounced his claims upon 
Maestricht, and his demand for the opening of the 
navigation of the Escaut This took place in No* 
vember, 1785. The Germanic League was the last 
public act of importance in the life of Frederic, who 
thus concluded, with honourable and successful ne- 
gotiation, a career which had commenced with con- 
quest and military glory. 

It remains to take a view of the last year of the 
life of this eminent man ; and to trace the maladies 
which concluded his eventful career. The King of 
Prussia, at this period, does not appear to have de- 
ceived himself with regard to his real situation. 
Early in the year 17&5 he became aware that his 
health was giving way ; but, determined as he was 
to continue his laborious duties to the end of his 
life, he carefully concealed the gradual decay which 
was undermining him from those around him. He 
was accustomed, therefore, whenever he felt fatigue 
or lassitude coming upon him, to have recourse to 
strengthening and stimulating medicines; and in 
order to hide from curious eyes the wasting appear- 
ances of disease on his face, he even went so far, 
upon public occasions and at reviews, as to wear 
rouge.* His principal complaint was gout, and the 
attacks at length became almost perpetual, in con- 
sequence of his total neglect of regimen in diet. 
As he grew older, and consequently less active, his 
fondness for the pleasures of the table became much 
increased ; and though his enfeebled stomach fre- 
quently refused to perform the functions he wished 
tQ impose upon it, he continued to the last to eat 
voraciously of the most unwholesome food. Th« 

* Thkbault, Souvenirs de Vlngt Am de Sejoor * Berlin. 
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Italian dish polenta, eel-pies, and pat£s de foie gras 
were among his most habitual dishes.* 

In the month of August, 17S5, Frederic made a 
journey, as usual, into Silesia, for the purpose of re- 
viewing his troops. On the 24th of that month he 
attended their manoeuvres during a very heavy rain, 
which continued for many hours.f He refused to 
put on a cloak, and returned at length, after the busi- 
ness of the day, to his house, wetted quite to the 
skin. His health immediately suffered by this im- 
prudent exposure, and he returned to Potsdam 
feverish and unwell. His accustomed activity pre- 
vented him from taking either the repose or the 
remedies that were necessary for his condition; 
and on the 18th of September his state was ren- 
dered still more precarious by an attack of apoplexy. 

From this he was recovered by means of violent 
remedies ; and the restoration of his faculties was 
marked by the energetic and characteristic words, 
" Be silent ;" which were the first he uttered, and 
were addressed to those of his attendants who had 
witnessed the seizure.^ 

During the autumn the fever left him, but was 
succeeded by a hard dry cough ; which continued 
through the winter, and was sufficiently violent to 
disturb his sleep. As during all this time he refused 
to submit to the. diet or the discipline which his 
medical attendants advised, he became gradually 
worse.$ His strength diminished; his legs began 
to swell ; and an almost constant oppression on his 
chest prevented his lying long in a recumbent pos- 
ture. He therefore gave up almost entirely going 
to bed, and was accustomed to pass his days and 
nights equally in an arm-chair. At the same time, 
the gout, which usually afflicted him periodically in 

* Mirabeau, Hiatoire Secrete de la Cour de Berlin. 

f Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et da Regne de Frederle lo Grand. 

i Mirabeao, Hiatoire Secrete de la Courde Berlin. 

$ Grimoard, Tableau de la Via et da Regne de Frederic le Grand. 
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the autumn, but at the same time formed a vent by 
which nature in his constitution relieved herself, re- 
turned no more ; and his night perspirations, which, 
during his whole life, he had always found of the 
greatest service to his health, entirely disappeared. 
From the moment that this symptom of decay be* 
came manifest, Frederic appears to ha\e thought 
very ill of his own condition. He was accustomed 
to answer despondingly, when fresh remedies were 
suggested to him, " Ah, if my perspiration could but 
return !"* 

During the spring of 1786 nature appears to have 
made an effort to relieve the suffering monarch. In 
the month of April he became perceptibly better, so 
much so that on the 17th of that month he went to 
Sans Souci ; where he took up his abode, never again 
to leave it. Shortly after this he made several at- 
tempts to ride on horseback, thinking that that kind 
of exercise would be of service to him ; but his in- 
creasing weakness obliged him to give it up, and to 
confine himself to a garden-chair, in which he was 
wheeled about his gardens. Still, however, under all 
his sufferings, Frederic continued to execute, with 
extreme punctuality and great mental activity, the 
duties of his station, f 

He was at this time attended by the two principal 
physicians of his court, Cothenius and Selle, and by 
the surgeon Frese.J But, with a natural wish to 
conceal the fatal truth from himself, he was dissat- 
isfied with them, for hinting their opinion that his 
disease was a dropsy ; and Selle and Frese, indeed, 
suffered a temporary disgrace in consequence. He 
therefore became anxious to see some other physi 
cians, and he sent for Dr. Zimmermann$ of Hanover 

* EmbI enr la Vie et le Regne da Frederic 1L, par PAbbe Denim, 
t Grimoard, Eaaai ear la Vie et le Regnede Frederic la Grand. 
t Baaai ear la Vie et le Regne de Frederic II.. par PAbbe Denina. 
§ John George Zimmermann, a phyeidan ana author of eonaJderable 
reputation, waa born at Bragg, in Swiuftrland, in 1798, and died at 
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whom he had seen some years before, and with 
whose conversation he had been pleased. The lettei 
he wrote to Zimmermann was as follows : — 

" Dr. Zimmermann, — I have Seen for the last eight 
months suffering severely from asthma. The phy- 
sicians of this country give me all sorts of drugs, 
but which, instead of doing me good, rather make 
me worse. The reputation of your skill, which is 
spread through the north of Europe, makes me wish 
that you would pay me a fortnight's visit, in order 
that I may consult you respecting the state of my 
health. You of course understand that I shall pay 
for your journey, as well as all other expenses. If 
therefore you consent to my proposal, I will send a 
letter to the Duke of York, who I am sure will 
readily give you permission to come h?re. I pray 
God to take you under his holy and sacred protec- 
tion! "Frederic* 
" Potsdam, 6th Jane, 1786." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Zimmermann's Account of the State of the King of Prussia— His Con* 
rersations with him— Zimmermann leaves him— Frederic's Letter to 
the Duchess of Brunswick— Mirabeau's Account of the last Days of 
Frederic, and of his Death— Heraberg's Testimony respecting bis 
Patience and Laboriousness daring his Ilmftss*-ReHgtous Letter ad- 
dressed to Frederic— Frederic's Will and Funeral— Mirabeau's Char- 

* acterofhim. 

Zimmermann arrived at Potsdam on the 23d of 
June, and continued there till the 12th of July, pay- 
ing the king two visits daily. In his first interview 

Hanorer in 1795. He published many works, as well on medical as on 
other subjects ; but is now chiefly known by his rery popular book, en- 
titled " Essay* on Solitude," which has been translated into various 
languages. 

* Vie de Frederic II — Eatretlens do Frederic Roi de Prasse arec It 
Do*e«i Zimmermann. 
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with Frederic, the latter asked him, " Doctor, can 
you cure me ?" — '* I can relieve your majesty," was 
the prudent reply of the physician. Even this last 
promise was difficult, however, to be accomplished, 
for Frederic frequently refused to take the doctor's 
prescriptions, while he was, at the same time, more 
unruly than ever respecting his diet. In his con- 
versations also with Zimmermann, which have been 
published, he dwelt much more upon literature and 
indifferent subjects than upon the symptoms and 
remedies of his own immediate complaints, which 
he would hardly allow the doctor to touch upon. 

Zimmermann thus describes the appearance of 
the king in his first interview with him at Sans 
Souci : — " When I entered the apartment of the king, 
I found him sitting in an elbow-chair, with his back 
turned towards that side of the room by which I 
had entered. He had on his head a large hat very 
much worn, ornamented with a plume of feathers, 
equally ancient ; and his dress consisted of a cloak 
of sky-blue satin, all bedaubed and tinged of a 
brownish yellow colour before with Spanish snuff. 
He wore boots, and rested one of his legs, which 
was very much swelled, upon a stool, while the othei 
hung down to the floor. When he perceived me, 
he pulled off his hat in a very civil and condescending 
manner, and in a mild tone of voice said, ( I return 
you many thanks, sir, for your kindness in coming 
hither, and for the speed with which you have per- 
formed your journey.' "* 

Zimmermann proceeded to examine the king 
with regard to the nature of his complaints. When 
he looked at his legs, which were much swelled, as 
well as the lower part of his body, Frederic observed, 
"My legs are much swelled, you see; but I am 
asthmatic, and not dropsical." To this Zimmer- 
mann made an evasive answer. He then felt his 

* BntnUens da Frederie Roi le Ptumo avee le Doctear ZimsMHnaOft 
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pulse, which he says was full and strong, and indi- 
cated a considerable degree of fever. He was also 
much oppressed in his breathing, and coughed almost 
without remission. After a little further conversa- 
tion, in which Frederic praised the Duke of York, 
who was then residing at Hanover, and said, " I love 
him as tenderly as a father can love a son,"* Zim- 
mermann retired. Before prescribing for his august 
patient, he wished to read attentively the written re- 
ports of his majesty's malady, drawn up by his phy- 
sician Selle ; and also to hear the viva voce accounts 
of his state from his favourite servant and hussar 
Schoening,t who was in constant attendance upon 
him. Frederic desired Zimmermann, when he 
parted from him, to return the next day at three 
o'clock. 

When the physician had conversed with Scheming, 
and seen his correspondence with Selle, who, though 
in disgrace, still received and returned medical com- 
munications on the state of the king's health, through 
the hussar (and according to the opinion of Zimmer 
cnann had treated his case throughout very ably), 
he no longer felt the slightest doubt that the king 
was in a confirmed dropsy. " His face," adds Zim- 
mermann, " was not only emaciated and thin, but 
appeared of that pale yellow colour which always 
indicates^ depravation of the fluids and solids, and 
which, in the like cases, is always a very unfavour- 
able symptom. His hands were also discoloured and 
dry ; his belly was greatly swelled ; and his legs 
were not only in the same condition, as much as 
legs could be, but the swelling, as I have already 
said, extended even to the thighs. I also learned," 
continues the doctor, " that the king had not taken 

* The Duke of York bad paid a visit to Frederic during the preceding 
year, and bad been present at the great reviews of the troop* at Potsdam 
In August, 1785. 

t Scheming, according to Zimmermann, was a shrewd and sensible 
man and much devoted to bis master. 
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the remedies prescribed for him, though the best 
that could be administered, and the most suitable to 
his disorder, above once or twice ; and that he was 
a sworn enemy to medicines of every kind, except 
to a digestive powder, composed of rhubarb, Glauber 
salts, and a few other trifling ingredients, in which 
alone he had any faith. I learned, too, that no idea 
could be formed of the excess which the king al- 
lowed himself in his food; that his cooks were 
obliged to season all his dishes in such a manner 
as was enough to destroy his stomach ; that those 
which were most difficult of digestion were his 
greatest favourites ; that he was passionately fond 
of Prussian pease, which are undoubtedly the hardest 
in the world; that this regimen was the cause of 
those complaints and vomitings which often came 
upon him after dinner, and of those fits of colic 
that attacked him several times every week ; and 
that nobody durst venture to remonstrate with him 
on this subject."* 

Zinimermann's hope of being of service to the 
King of Prussia was now much diminished; but it 
became still more so on the following day, on which, 
just as he was sitting down to dinner, he was sent 
for in all haste to come to the king. When he' 
arrived he found Frederic coughing violently. He 
could not speak, and at every fit of coughing the 
blood flowed profusely from his mouth; and his 
respiration was so oppressed that Zimmermann ex- 
pected every moment to be his last. He could not 
breathe in his chair, but was obliged to stand up, 
which had so exhausted him that his head hung 
dowii and rested on his breast. At length he sat 
down, and immediately fell asleep; but was soon 
waked by fresh fits of coughing, which caused a re- 
newed expectoration of blood. This distressing 
scene lasted half an hour, when a slight cessation 

* ErtNtittu da Frederie Eoi de Prwaeavee le Pocteor Zinunw miiw 
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of the coughing and oppression taking place, Fred- 
eric asked the doctor what he could do for him. 
Frederic, as usual, objected to the remedies proposed, 
but finally submitted to them; and Zimmermann 
took this opportunity to request he might be allowed 
to consult with the king's disgraced physician Selle, 
whose treatment of his complaints he also eulogized. 
But Frederic refused to permit this, at the same 
time darting so terrible and angry a look at his phy- 
sician that he could no longer venture to urge so 
unpalatable a subject to him. After this his spasms 
of coughing returned, together with a violent colic ; 
and when, from exhaustion, he at intervals dropped 
asleep, the convulsive motions of his face showed 
the difficulty he had in breathing.* 

After four hours passed in this painful manner the 
king became better, and Zimmermann was dismissed. 
It is worthy of remark, as a proof of the anxiety of 
Frederic to perform his duties as king in spite of 
bodily infirmities and sickness, that Zimmermann 
mentions that in one of the short intervals of his 
paroxysms of coughing, the king drew towards him 
a very large packet of letters, which had been laid 
on the table near him for his signature, and, with a 
trembling hand, signed them, one after the other. 
When this task was completed, he sank back in his 
chair, in a state of entire exhaustion. 

The next day Frederic was much better ; and, in 
consequence, had a long conversation with his phy- 
sician on literary subjects ; hardly allowing him to 
say a word on medicine. It was on this occasion 
that Frederic said, " Locke and Newton were, of all 
men, the deepest thinkers ; but the French under- 
stand much better than the English the manner of 
expressing things well." He then praised the his- 
torians Hume and Robertson: and Zimmermann 
having mentioned Gibbon, the king made him give 

*EativtteiMdeFrederieRoidePnuM aTecteDoctwwZiaHiiCTmftnn. 
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him an account of his Roman History, which he had 
not seen. The next day Zimmermann arranged 
with the king the medicines which he was to take. 
The principal of these was the juice of the taraxacum, 
or dandelion. When Frederic had heard the doctor's 
plan of medical treatment, he said again, " You in- 
tend, then, to cure me ?" — And Zimmermann again 
replied, "I intend to relieve your majesty, if you 
will have patience, and allow me the necessary time. 
A patient relieved is half cured.* 

The following days were principally occupied in 
discussions with the king respecting the taraxacum, 
the virtues of which he contested in order to avoid 
the taking of it. At length he took a dose of it ; 
and, as it so happened that he was particularly well 
that day, he was much pleased with the medicine, 
and in peculiarly good-humour. He conversed with 
Zimmermann respecting the Empress Catherine of 
Russia, with whom the doctor corresponded; and 
inquired respecting her health, which he affirmed to 
be bad, though Zimmermann assured him of the 
contrary, and that she had latterly written him 
word that ™ her health only cost her fifteen pence a 
year" At the conclusion of this conversation Fred- 
eric said, " I allow that the Empress of Russia is a 
woman of extraordinary genius." 

For a few days the taraxacum afforded relief to 
the king, though he took it irregularly and in too 
small quantities, and continued to indulge himself in 
unwholesome dishes. As he became better his ap 
petite increased ; and at length, on the 30th of June, 
he ate the following dinner: — a large quantity of 
soup, composed of strong and extremely hot ingre- 
dients, to which he had added a variety of spices ; 
then he ate heartily of bouilli a la Russe (beef dressed 
with wine and spirits); then of the Italian dish 
polenta, composed of the flour of Turkey wheat 
and Parmesan cheese, seasoned with garlic and hot 
spices, the whole fried in butter till a very thick and 
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heavy crust is formed upon it. He concluded his 
dinner with a large plate of eel-pie, which was so 
hot that, as a person who was at table with him ex* 
pressed it, "it looked as if it had been baked 
in hell." 

The effects of this dinner were spasms and vomit* 
ings. When Zimmermann came to him he found 
him suffering under these inflictions, while his coun- 
tenance bore marks of the deepest dejection and sad- 
ness. His first words were, " Doctor, I am an old 
carcass, fit only to be thrown to the dogs."* The 
physician endeavoured to raise the king's spirits, 
but in vain ; though he seemed grateful for his kind- 
ness. The following day (July the 1st), Frederic 
was rather better, though still dejected. He said to 
Zimmermann, "A few days of happiness have 
passed away very quickly." Zimmermann took 
the opportunity of remarking upon the king's diet , 
but the latter turned off the conversation by alluding 
to other matters. The few following days the king 
was in better health, and held long and confidential 
conversations with his physician. 

On the 4th of July, when the doctor saw the king 
in the afternoon, all had again changed for the 
worse. He had applied himself to public business 
from half-past three in the morning till seven. He 
then ate for his breakfast a plate of sweetmeats, 
composed of sugar, white of eggs, and sour cream ; 
then strawberries, cherries, and cold meat. At 
eleven he was helped with much difficulty on horse- 
back ; and remained riding, and frequently galloping, 
about the gardens of Sans Souci for three hours, 
when he returned home much weakened and ex- 
hausted. At dinner he had no appetite, and imme 
diately after dinner he was seized with vomiting 
When Zimmermann came to him he was so op- 
pressed he could not talk to him; but sent him 

* "JeMaaiAqtfaMrieiUecareasM fro|/# « jvtUi i la vtfrt*." 
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away, saying, "Forgive me, sir; I really cannot 
speak." On the 5th of July he was again better; 
but on the 6th he had a violent colic and indiges- 
tion, in consequence of having eaten immoderately 
of fresh eels. He, however, attributed his illness to 
the taraxacum, and began to be in very bad-humour 
with the remedy, and also with the physician by 
whom it was administered. Zimmermann was 
therefore obliged to direct his mind to other 
subjects. 

On the 7th and 8th he continued in much the same 
state ; bat on the latter day the physician ventured 
to tell him, " Your majesty's most dangerous ene- 
mies are your cooks." To this Frederic replied, 
" You cannot form any idea of my temperance. I 
only taste my food, and eat merely for the sake of 
acquiring strength." He then, in order to avoid fur- 
ther remarks of the same kind, began asking ques- 
tions respecting Hanover. In the course of the con- 
versation Zimmermann, alluding to the Germanic 
League, took an opportunity of saying, "By that 
pacific league your majesty crowned all your other 
noble exploits." — "Germany," answered the king, 
modestly, " is a kind of republic : it was in danger 
of losing, its republican form; and it was with the 
sincerest pleasure that I saw it re-established." On 
the 9th of July Frederic was worse after dinner, in 
consequence of having eaten to excess of fresh her 
rings, and other still, more unwholesome dishes. In 
spite of this he held a long conversation with Zim- 
mermann, upon political as well as other subjects. 
Before he left him for the evening, Frederic said to 
him, " You must see how wretchedly I walk." The 
hussar in waiting was then called; and the king, 
supported by him, walked slowly and with great 
difficulty through three rooms. His respiration 
during this exertion was much impeded ; and after 
it was concluded his exhaustion was excessive. 

On the nth of July Zimmermann took leave oitha 
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king, and set off on his journey back to Hanover 
On this day Frederic was visited by an attack of 
hemorrhoids, which had been prognosticated by the 
physician, and which, as it afforded temporary relief 
to the patient, had put him in peculiarly good-humour. 
In taking leave of Zimmermann the king said, " I ask 
pardon of your patients for having deprived them of 
your assistance ; and I thank you for your kindness 
in staying so long with me. I wish you may be al- 
ways happy." He then gave him a letter for the 
Duke of York, adding an affectionate message ; and 
then dismissed him with great kindness, taking off 
his hat and bowing, and saying, " Adieu, my good, 
my dear Mr. Zimmermann; do not forget the old 
man you have seen here." Zimmermann retired much 
affected ; leaving the king, as he says, " not only in 
a dangerous, but in a desperate condition. With a 
confirmed dropsy, to all appearance an abscess in the 
lungs, and such a prostration of strength that he could 
neither stand nor move without support. n * 

In returning to Hanover Zimmermann saw the 
King of Prussia's sister, the Duchess of Brunswick ; 
and it would appear probable, that not wishing to 
alarm her respecting the state of her brother, he 
gave her a more favourable account of his health 
than was warranted by the fact. The duchess, in 
consequence, wrote in terms of hope and confidence 
to the Jdng, who replied thus, only six days befoie 
his death : — 

« 10th August, 1786 

" My adorable Sister, 
u The physician of Hanover must have wished to 
give you a favourable opinion of his skill; but the 
truth is that he was of no use to me. The old must 
give place to the young, in order that each generation 
may find a place for itself. Indeed, life itself is little 

» Blwiinm d» Frrierie Bal d» Vntm groc toPorteur Ttaammumn. 
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else than the witnessing the births and deaths of 
one's countrymen. In the mean while I find myself 
a little easier for the last few days. My heart is 
always inviolably attached to you, my dear sister 
With the highest esteem, believe me ever, my ador 
able sister, 

" Your faithful brother and servant, 

** Frederic."* 

From the time of the departure of Dr. Zimmermann 
the malady of Frederic hastened rapidly to its close, 
and the king became still more unruly both as to 
medicine and diet. When offered the former he used 
to reject it, and say, " This is all useless ; it must 
come to an end." On the 12th of July Mirabeau, 
who was then employed diplomatically at Berlin by 
the French government, writes, " The king is very 
ill, but not yet dying. All is still kept in awe by 
him : he continues king, and will be so to the end." 
On the 14th he writes again, " Zimmermann has not 
been able to obtain any victory over the polenta and 
the eel-pies. He is aU over (Edematous swellings." 
Again, on the 21st, "The dropsy is in the stomach, 
and even in the chest: the king knows it since 
Thursday. Some say he received the news with 
great magnanimity; others that he ill-treated the 
too sincere physician. He might draw on for some 
time, and even, as Doctor Baylies thinks, for more 
than a year, if he would take care of. himself; but I 
doubt his ever giving up eel-pies." On the 27th he 
says, " The fine weather keeps the king alive ; but 
he is very ill. On Wednesday he was wheeled about 
for a few minutes in the open air in his chair, but 
he could not bear it, and suffered much, both while 
it was going on and afterward. On Thursday he was 
still worse, and yesterday no better." On the 31st, 
M The king is decidedly worse ; lie has had a fever 

* Vie d« Frederic IL 
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upon him for the last two days : this may either kill 
him or somewhat prolong his days. Nature has al- 
ways done so much for this extraordinary man that 
another attack of hemorrhoids may perhaps come 
and revive him. His muscular force is still con- 
siderable." 

On the 2d of August his account is still more de- 
tailed : — " The king is sensibly better, as far as suf- 
fering goes, when he does not move. He has given 
up the use of the taraxacum, and only takes doses 
of rhubarb. His appetite is very good, and he pre- 
serves no moderation at all upon the subject of eat- 
ing. The most unwholesome' things are what he is 
fondest of. If an indigestion occurs, as frequently 
is the case, he doubles his dose of rhubarb. He is 
very chilly, and is always enveloped in pelisses, and 
covered with feather beds. He has notrbeen.in bed for 
six weeks, but sleeps in his chair for a considerable 
time together, and always turned to the right side. 
The swelling augments. He sees it, but will not 
perceive what it is, or at least will not appear to do 
so ; but talks as if it were a swelling accompanying 
convalescence, and proceeding from previous weak- 
ness. He is determined not to die. if violent reme- 
dies can save him, but to submit to punctures and 
incisions to draw off the water ; but these the phy- 
sician cannot venture upon. Meanwhile bis head is 
perfectly free, and he does a great deal of business." 

On the 8th of August the account is again very 
bad : — u The king is extraordinarily ill : some say he 
has only some hours to live, but this is probably an 
exaggeration. On the 4th erysipelas appeared on 
the leg: this announces bursting and mortification. 
He has much oppression ; and the smell of the wound 
is very bad : the least attack of fever would conclude 
the drama." The 12th, Frederic was again better ; 
the bursting of the legs, and the consequent discharge 
of water, having diminished the swelling and oppres- 
sion; "but the weakness was excessive, and the 

IT.— B b 
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appetite dangerously voracious." On the 15th the 
discharge of water and the relief from it continued; 
" hut fever comes on in the evening. At the same 
time the appetite continues so extraordinary that the 
king eats every day of ten or twelve dishes at dinner, 
each very highly seasoned; besides at breakfast and 
supper bread and butter covered with salted tongue 
and pepper. We are at the last scene."* 

On that day (the 15th) he had slept, contrary to 
his invariable habit, till eleven o'clock ; but when he 
awoke, .in spite of his excessive weakness, he had 
rone through his accustomed labour of answering 
letters, &c. with his secretaries ; and he had done 
this, not only without any want of attention, but even 
with a precision and readiness of mind which would 
have been remarkable even in a sovereign in the en- 
joyment of good health. He also signed the letters 
he had dictated; though, his hand and his sight both 
failing him, his signature was hardly more than a 
blot of ink. After this, however, and after having 
given the word to the garrison, Frederic fell into a 
sort of lethargy, in which he continued till the next 
day, when Frederic William, being apprized of his 
situation, sent the^physician Selle to visit him* Selle 
arrived in the chamber of the king" at three in the 
afternoon, and found this extraordinary man still so 
much alive to surrounding objects, that not having 
been sent for by him, he did not dare to make his 
presence known to him. His eyes were still bright, 
and his perceptions still, to a certain degree, remained 
to him ; but his memory failed him ; and for the first 
time since he began to reign he did not remember 
that he had not gone through the accustomed labours 
of the day. The mortification which had commenced 
in his legs, and the total prostration of strength, also 
convinced the physician that a few hours would con- 
clude the king's life. 

* BOMbera»HtotolraSeereC»deUiCoiird« Beriim 
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At length, on the 17th of August, Mirabeau begins 
his letter with these remarkable words :— "The great 
event is consummated. Frederic William reigns. 
One of the greatest characters that ever occupied a 
throne is no more; and one of the most perfect 
moulds which nature ever formed or organized is 
broken. 99 * Frederic the Second expired on the 17th 
of August, 1786, at twenty minutes past two in the 
morning ; being in the seventy-fifth year of his age 
tnd the forty-sixth of his reign. 

An eyewitness of the illness and death of this great 
monarch bears testimony to his indefatigable activity 
ind application in governing the affairs of his king- 
dom during the last seven months of his life ; not- 
withstanding the painful and mortal malady with 
which he was afflicted during the whole of that time. 
Nor was he less attentive during the same period to 
foreign affairs and negotiations which regarded Eu- 
rope in general or Prussia in particular. In spite of 
his incurable condition, he never ceased to give to 
them all the greatest attention and the most continual 
application ; tc> read all the despatches of his minis- 
ters at foreign courts and to dictate the answers to 
them and to his other letters, which occupied him 
every morning from four till seven o'clock : he also 
kept up a regular correspondence with the various 
departments of foreign administration. It was thus 
that he continued to labour during seven months of 
the year 1786, to confirm his last great work, the 
Germanic League ; to interfere with effect in the trou- 
bles of Holland ; and to support his rights and those 
of his subjects against the reclamations of the city of 
Dantzic. He kept up an equally constant, and indeed 
daily, correspondence with the ministers of the de- 
partments of justice and finance ; while at the same 
time he directed by himself, and without the assist- 
ance of any minister or general, all his military cor- 

* Minbean, Hiatoire Secrete de la Coor de Berlin. 
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respondence, dictating his orders to his secretaries 
and aids-de-camp. A few days even before his death 
he explained to the latter all the manoeuvres which 
were to be executed at the reviews in Silesia, pre- 
scribing to them with great minuteness the exact 
localities they were to occupy. At the same period 
he sent for General d'Anhalt to Potsdam, in order to 
explain to him some extensive military arrangements 
relative to the raising of some free battalions, in or- 
der to render the movements of the army more easy 
in case of war. 

He also saw the ministers of state Hoym and 
Werdcr, and the privy counsellor Schiitz, to concert 
with them new plans for bringing lands into cultiva- 
tion, and for instituting and improving manufactures ; 
all of which he wished to have executed in the dif- 
ferent provinces in the year 1787. But that which 
he was the most anxious about was to build, at his 
own expense, new villages in those districts where 
the farms were too large, and where there were too 
few inhabitants. Above all, he took a singular plea- 
sure in executing a design he had formed of having 
300 sheep brought from Spain, to improve the breed 
in his dominions. As these sheep were expected to 
pass through Potsdam a few days before his death, 
he waited for them with much impatience, intending 
to have some of them sent to Sans Souci, to pay him 
a visit, as he expressed it.* 

" I mention these circumstances," continues the 
Count de Herzberg, from whom the above particulars 
are .taken, " although they may seem minute and 
trivial, because they show in its true and most fa- 
vourable light the benevolence of his character, and 
how entirely it was occupied with objects of public 
utility. I can depose to all that I have related with 
the greater security and accuracy, because I passed 
the last five weeks of Frederic's life with him at Sans 

* Meinoire historiqne «or la deruiere Annee de la Vie de Frederic H_ 
par le Comte de Hertzberg. 
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Souci, from the 9th of July, on which day he sent for 
me, till the 17th of August, on which he died. I call 
to witness the Counts de Schwerin, Goertz, Luc- 
chesini, and Pinto, who saw him with me for three 
or four hours each day, whether (although swelled 
and affected all over with dropsy to that degree that 
he could not move himself without assistance in his 
chair, in which he remained night and day, without 
being able to bear lying on a bed, and though it was 
evident that he suffered cruelly), he ever allowed us 
to perceive the least sign or sense of pain, the mani- 
festation of which could be disagreeable to us ; but 
whether, on the other hand, he did not always pre- 
serve a serene, contented, and tranquil air, and with- 
out ever alluding to his condition ; whether he did 
not always converse with us in the most agreeable 
and cordial manner on the news of the day, on litera- 
ture, on ancient and modern history, and particularly 
on farming and gardens, which he was always very 
anxious about."* 

The patience of Frederic during sickness, and es- 
pecially during his last malady, is attested by various 
anecdotes. His kindness to his servants during his 
own sufferings was also very remarkable. He ad- 
dressed them in the mildest manner, and was always 
so afraid of giving them trouble, that frequently 
during the night he forbore to ask for what he wanted, 
rather than disturb their rest.f 

The King of Prussia's daily life continued to the 
end to be as follows : — Having, during the evenings 
and mornings, read the despatches of his ambassa- 
dors at foreign courts, and the reports of his gene- 
rals and ministers, he saw, either at four or five in 
the morning, according to the quantity of business 
toe had to transact, his three cabinet secretaries, one 
after the other ; and dictated to the one the answers 

* Memoire hletorique aur la derniere Annee de la Vie de Frederic n n 

Bar le Comte de Heraberg.— Eloge dn Roi de Prone, par M. de Guibert. 
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to be written to the ambassadors, and to the two 
others those to the ministers and the generals, on 
military, financial, or judicial subjects, as well as 
answers to an infinite number of letters and petitions 
from individuals ; and this with such precision and 
exactness, especially in the more complicated des- 
patches, that the secretaries had only to add the ad- 
dresses and the dates. After having finished this 
labour at seven or eight o'clock, he gave audience 
to the commandant of Potsdam, General Rohdich, 
and after him to his aids-de-camp, to whom he gave, 
by word of mouth, the orders to the garrison for the 
day. It was only after having thus performed his 
duties as king that he saw for a few minutes his 
surgeon, and sometimes his physician, in order to 
consult as to what was necessary to be done for his 
malady. About eleven, the society before mentioned 
came to him, and remained with him till twelve 
when he dined alone. After dinner he signed all the 
despatches and letters which he had dictated in the 
morning. He then again received his society at five 
o'clock, and conversed with them till eight, when 
they took leave of him for the evening. He passed 
the rest of the evening in having select passages 
from the ancient authors, such as Cicero, Plutarch, 
<fcc, read to him by his reader. He then perused his 
newly-arrived despatches, or took the short inter- 
vals of sleep which his sufferings permitted him. 
This course of life was continued till the 15th of 
August, on which day even he dictated and signed 
despatches, so well reasoned that they would have 
done credit to the ablest diplomatists. He did not 
cease to perform the great functions of a king and 
minister of state till August the 18th, on which day 
he became insensible, and during the night of which 
he ceased to live ;* " exhaling his great soul," to use 

* The celebrated governor of Moscow, Count RostopcbJne, Informed 
the author that bs was at Potsdam when Frederic the Great died ; an4 
that it was said there that the king really died about midnight, bat that 
bis attendants, afraid of approaching or disturbing him* did not atcerUun 
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the very words of M. de Herzberg, "without any 
convulsive movement, in my presence, and in that 
of the physician M. Selle."* 

The most painful circumstance in the last stage 
of the life of Frederic the Great was the absence 
of those religious feelings which alone can cheer the 
death-bed alike of the great and of the lowly. Zira- 
mermann says he died in a continued disbelief of 
revelation, and even of the immortality of the soul ; 
and there is, unfortunately, no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of the physician's statement. A few days 
before his death he received the following letter : — 

" Sire, 
" Filled as I am with respect and reverence Tor the 
Supreme Being, I cannot forbear from recalling, in 
all humility, to your majesty's mind, what is the 
greatest and most precious of all treasures, and that 
which alone can render you happy. That treasure 
is the faith which comes from the grace of God. 
The wisest of men cannot give it to himself : God 
alone can. But the great understanding of your 
majesty will at once perceive that this important 
advantage, which alone can lead to eternal life, must 
be asked of God in prayer, joined with a right course 
of life, and a due meditation of the Scriptures. The 
certainty of obtaining this, God, the father of all 
mercies, will undoubtedly give to your majesty, if 
you will acknowledge the mediation of his blessed Son 
Jesus Christ, — that mediation of love and charity ; 
and if you will adopt the sentiments which it in- 
spires, and desire sincerely to have the Holy Spirit 
for your guide. Eternal happiness is worthy of 

his death till much later. Count Rostopchine was taken in the morning, 
by one of the attendants of Frederic, to see the dead sovereign . He was 
still in his arm-chair, and the expression of his face was remarkably calm 
and placid, though much extenuated by disease. One corner of his 
mouth was drawn down, which the count attributed to the taking the 
masx off his lace in order to preserve a likeness of him, which was done 
immediately after his death. 

* Memoinhistoriqiie sxur la derniere Annee de la Vie de Frederic H. 
par le Gomte de Henberg. 
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being tnought of. It is obtained by the grace of God 
for those who humble themselves before hirn. If, 
says Jesus, ye are not converted, and do not become 
like little children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. The change may be difficult for your 
majesty ; but with God every thing is possible, and 
may his blessed Son have pity upon you ! I am, with 
the most profound respect, and the most Christian 
charity, &c. &c. 

" The simple and faithful Christian, 

"O. F. n 

To this appeal Frederic's only remark was, ** Let 
this be answered civilly ; the intention of the writer 
is good."* 

One of the first acts of the new King of Prussia 
was to confirm the legacies of Frederic's will. This 
document was dated in 1789 ; and was written, says 
Mirabeau, " in a lofty and oratorical tone ; the tes- 
tator, at the same time, peculiarly specifying that 
his legacies were all made upon his private savings."! 
He left various sums and annuities to the different 
members of his family, the largest of which was the 
one bequeathed to Prince Henry. Rings, snuff- 
boxes, and sets of horses to some other German 
princes, among whom was the Duke of Brunswick ; 
and the service of plate he always jised to his sister 
Amelia. The only clause of his will which was not 
executed was the one where he directed himself to 
be buried near his dogs in the gardens of Sans 
Souci, — a last mark of his contempt for his own 
species, which had undoubtedly better been omit- 
ted. He was buried in a small chapel, in the church 
of the garrison at Potsdam ; where, side by side 
repose Frederic and his father; the former in a 
a coffin of block-tin, the latter in one of copper, and 
equally without ornament of any kind. After the 
funeral of Frederic, his sword, which had won so 

* Entretieos da Frederic Hoi de Prasee arec le Docteur Zimarermann. 
t Mirabeau, Histoire Secrete de la Cour do Berlin. 
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many battles, was placed on his coffin, where it re* 
mained till Napoleon came as a conqueror to Pots- 
dam : he carried it away, and it was subsequently 
lost on his departure for Elba. One hero should not 
surely thus have violated so interesting a relic of 
another. 

The funeral of Frederic took place on the 9th of 
September, and is described by Mirabeau as having 
been an imposing spectacle. As, however, royal 
obsequies resemble one another so much, the cir- 
cumstances of it are hardly worth detailing.* 

To attempt a laboured character of Frederic would 
be here a superfluous task. His talents, his literary 
attainments, his military prowess, his civil adminis- 
tration, the benefits he conferred on his territories, 
his errors, and his faults, are all detailed in the pre- 
ceding pages ; and if the relations connected with 
these various parts of his character and history are 
well considered by those who read, the instruction 
and the moral they offer will be sufficiently obvious 
without further comment. But though the author 
is unwilling to trespass longer upon the patience 
which those who have read his work thus far have 
already bestowed on him, he thinks the following 
energetic panegyric, stamped as it is with the most 
vigorous style of the writer, may not be deemed a 
tribute either unworthy or unfitting wherewith to 
conclude the annals of the deeds of the King of 
Prussia. 

" Such was Frederic, for ever illustrious among 
the children of men ! Nature seemed to reserve for 
him the extraordinary glory, that, born upon the 
throne, he was also in character the first of his na- 
tion and of his age. Equally remarkable for the 
boldness of his conceptions, the sagacity of his un- 
derstanding, the energy of his prudence, and the firm- 
ness of his character, we are at a loss which to ad- 

* Mirabeaa, HLrtoire Secrete de le Ooar de Berlin 
II.— Co 
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mire the most, his varied talents, his profound judg- 
ment, or his great mind. Brilliant as he was, both 
from his physical and moral qualities, strong as his 
own will, beautiful as his genius, active even to a 
prodigy, he perfected and completed all these ad- 
vantages, and became not less eminently the work 
of his own exertions than that of nature. Born 
yielding, he rendered himself rigid. Absolute with 
the most terrible impatience, he became tolerant and 
patient even to forbearance. Hasty, ardent, impet- 
uous, he made himself moderate, calm, reflecting. 
His destiny was such, that events turned to his ad- 
vantage frequently by his own good conduct, but 
sometimes also in spite of his faults ; while every 
thing in him, even the tribute of errors which he 
paid to the weakness of human nature, bore the im- 
press of his greatness, his originality, and his invin- 
cible character. Never was mortal man so com- 
pletely constituted for command as he. He seemed 
to believe himself the universal soul of the world, 
and that the rest of mankind had only a sentient 
perception, a sort of animal instinct, more or less 
ingemous. He therefore contemned them, and yet 
he laboured unceasingly, according to his opinions 
and knowledge, to promote their happiness. Thus 
the extreme justness of his understanding did more 
to render him equitable and benevolent than is ever 
done by the doubtful feelings of kindness which are 
engendered by sensitive hearts. He knew, but one 
passion — glory ; and yet he was the enemy of flat- 
tery : but one taste — himself; and yet his whole life 
was spent in serving others : but one occupation — 
and that was his noble profession as king. He per- 
formed the duties of this, with the most inimitable 
perseverance, for forty-six years without interrup- 
tion, till the day which preceded his resigned and 
simple death ; — after eighteen months of pain and 
suffering, which had never drawn'from him a single 
complaint."* 

* Mirabeau, Do la Monarchic Pnwtau» 
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Acadcmy, Royal, of Science* and Belles Lettres, restored by Frederic, 
1. 330. 

Achmet EJfen&i, ambassador from Mustapha in. to Frederic, ii. 908. 

Aix-UhCkapelle, Peace of, i. 308. 

Akakia, Dr. diatribe of, a satire on Manpertuis, by Voltaire, i. 396. Edi- 
tion of seized and burnt, 356. 

Albert ©/ Saxony, Prince, arrives with reinforcements at Freyberg too 
late, ii. 105. 

Alemerta, one of Frederic's favourite greyhounds, il. 298. 

AlgaroUi, corresponds with Frederic, i. 164. Travels with him, 186 
One of bis chamberlains, 345. His remark on the English mode of 
making war and peace, ii. 197. 

Amelia, sister of Frederic, her ill-starred attachment to Baron Trenck, 
i. 367. Procures his release from long imprisonment, 368. Her 
premature decrepitude, ii. 217, 218. 

Amsterdam, Frederic's visit to, i. 370. 

Andam, Swedish fortress, taken by General Canitz, ii. 119 

Andr*, instructs Prince Frederic in religion, i. 37. 

Anhnlt- Dessau, Prince of, conspires with Grumkow against Frederic 
William and his son, i. 30. Detected, but restored to favour, 34. 
President of a court-martial to try Prince Frederic and Katt, 84. De- 
clares him innocent, and warns the court against a contrary sentence, 
ib. Frederic William's dying bequest to, 171. Repels the Austrian* 
from Silesia, 248. Operations against the 8axons, 270. Letter of 
Frederic from Lusatia, 272. Reduces Leipsic, 273. Victory of Kes- 
selsdorf, his last exploit, 274. Wounded and taken prisoner at Hoch- 
kirchen, ii. 106. 

Anhalt-Zerbst, Princess of, afterward Catherine II., her marriage with 
the Grand-duke Peter, i. 237. See Catherine It 

Anne, Empress of Russia, gives pecuniary aid to Frederic, 1. 140 

— — , Princess, daughter of George II., married to the Prinee of Nassau 
and Orange, i. 63. 

Anspach, Margrave of, married the Princess Frederiea of Prussia 
i. 59. 

— , margraviate of, measures of Frederic relative to, ir/923. Its 

subsequent destination, ib. 

Anti-Machiavel, a work by Frederic, i. 164. 

Apraxin, with the Russians, invades Prussia, ii. 36. 49. Compelled to 
evacuate it, 56. Arrested on account of his retreat, 84. 

Arckmholx, his view of the condition of Germany at the eloae of the 
Seven Years' War, U. 200, 901. 

Aremberg, Duke of, stationed near Egra, tt. 39. Attacks tl e left wing 
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of the Prussian* at Hoehklrchen, U. 107. Defeated by Wunscfcj, 
ii. 132. 

Arensberg, taken by the hereditary Prince of Brunswick, ii. 199. 

Arlington, Lady, sketch of her character, i. 40. 

Arnaud\ Baeulard d*, recommended to Frederic by Voltaire, L 334. 
Who obtains his removal from Potsdam, 348. Recalled, it 907. 

Arnold, the miller, his appeal to Frederic, i. 295-296. 

Augustus William of Prussia, Prince, his marriage, i. 330. 

Augustus //., King of Poland, splendour of his court at Dresden, !. 49. 
His character, ib. Visits Frederic William at Berlin, 51. Intercedes 
for the prince, 86. Dies, 140. 

Augustus ///., Elector of Saxony, elected King of Poland, i. 147. 
Hostile to Frederic, 197. Conference of Frederic with, at Dresden, 
911. Refuses the imperial dignity, 950. Retires from Dresden to 
Prague, 272. Offers of peace from Frederic, 277. Remonstrates 
against the passage of the Prussian troops, ii. 10. Retires from 
Dresden, 13. Conduct of his queen, 15. Resides at Kcsnigstein, 2V 
Frederic allows him an escort to Poland, 25. Dies, 909. 

Aulic Council, declare Frederic a rebel, ii. 18. He answers by a battle 
with the Austrians at Lowosits, ib. 

Austria, consequences of the death of the Emperor Charles VI., 1. 190. 
Claims of Frederic on Silesia, ib. (Bee Frederic.) War, 193. Peace 
concluded at Breslau, 210. Secret overture of France to, discovered 
by him, 217. Treaty of Worms, 226. Accession of Holland to tbe 
alliance between England and Austria, ib. Hostilities renewed, 236. 
Peace of Dresden, 278. 285. Prepares for war, 309. Hostilities ex- 
cited against Frederic by her and Russia, 379. Treaty of alliance 
with France, 378. New treaty, ii. 1 18. Rejects a proposition of Lord 
Bute, 168. Invited by Russia and Prussia to participate in the spolia- 
tion of Poland, 951. Territory acquired by, in the partition, 959. 
Designs in Silesia frustrated by Frederic, 258. An army prepared to 
seize Bavaria, on the death of the elector, 963. 

Austrians, beaten at Mollwitz,!. 199. Defeated at Czaslau, 914. Over- 
run Bavaria, 910. Peace concluded, 216. Conclude peace with Fred- 
eric at Dresden, 278. Defeated in the battle of Prague, ii. 40. Gain 
the battle of Breslau, 74. Defeated at Lissa, 77-79. Attack the Prus- 
sians at Hochkirchen, 107. Besiege Dresden, 115. Retire on the ap- 
proach of Frederic, ib. Take Dresden, 130. Besiege Glatz, 145. 
Beaten by Frederic at Liegnitz, 153. Beaten at Torgau, 163. Fall 
back on Dresden, 167. Treacherous attempt to deliver Frederic into 
their hands, 180. Beaten at Burkersdorf, 190. With the army of the 
empire, beaten at Freyberg, 194. Conclude an armistice with the 
Prussians, 198. Peace of Hubertsbourg, 199. Driven from Jaegern- 
dorf, 980. Attack by Ellrichshausen repulsed, 282. Withdraw from 
Glatz, 983. Their attack on Neustadt, 984. Suspension of arras, 
and peace of Teachen, 985. 

Balbt, Colonel, accompanies Frederic into Holland, 1. 370. His errors 
at the siege of Ollmutz, ii. 89. 

Bamberg, seized by the Prussians, 11. 197. 

Bareitk, hereditary Prince of, marries the Princess WUbehnina of Prus- 
sia, i. 190-129. 

— — , Margrave of, dies without male heirs, ii. 225. Measures of 
Frederic relative to the margraviate, 926. Its subsequent destina- 
tion, ib ^ 
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Bareith, Margravine of (Frederics Sophia Wilhelmina), eldest sister of 
Frederic the Great, i. 19. Her illness, 37. The queen proposes her 
marriage to Frederic, Prince of Wales, 38. Her sketch of the Eng- 
lish court under George I., 30. Describes the unhappy life of the 
Prussian royal family, 52. The consternation of the qaeen on the 
arrest of Prince Frederic, 74. Letter from him to, 82. She continues 
in disgrace'after the king and queen are reconciled, 118. Altercation 
respecting her marriage, 120. The king wills her to espouse the 
Prince of Bareith, ib. Her motives for consenting, 121. Her letter 
to the queen, 122. Her marriage, 128. Departs for Bareith, 131. 
Engaged in negotiation with the Cardinal Tencin and Voltaire, ii. 08 
Frederic's sentiments on her death, 110. 

Barr, Confederation of, ii. 243. (Bee Poland.) The confederates of, de- 
clare Stanislaus dethroned, 247. 

Barsdorf, combat o£ ii. 60. 

Baetiani, Abbe, a companion of Frederic, ii. 298. Account of, 302. 

"Bautzen, meeting of Frederic and his brother at, it 52. 

Bavaria, negotiations with, i. 203, Treaty with Frederic, 208. Army 
inarches on Vienna, 200. The elector elected emperor, 210. His sub- 
sequent misfortunes, ib. His death, 211. The margraviates of Ba- 
reith and Anspacn assigned to, in the recent divisions of Europe, ii. 
290. Death of the elector of, 262. His collateral and eventual heirs, 
A. Claim of the Eleetress-dowager of Saxony, and of Joseph II., is. 
The states complain to the Diet of Ratisfoon, 264, Arrangements re- 
specting, at the peace of Tesehen, 286. 

"Bayard, Knights of,* a society instituted by Frederic, i. 163. 

Beauveau. Marquis, remark of Frederic to, on marching into Silesia, 1 
102. 

Beck, General, Frederic's opinion of, U. 230. 

BeUeislc, Marshal, ambassador at the diet, i. 203. Sent to conclude a 
treaty with Frederic, ib. His interview with Frederic on the treaty 
with Maria Theresa, 219. Taken prisoner, 240. 

Beneechau, Daun retreats to, ii. 42. 

Berg and Juliers, disputed succession of, 1. 188. Settled, 100. 

Berlin, peace of 1742 concluded at, I. 216. Civil and Military School, 
329. Academy of Sciences, 330. School or Painting, 331 The town 
laid under contribution by General Haddick, ii. 00. Relieved by 
Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Deseau, ib. Taken by the Russians aod 
Austrian*, ISO. Evacuated, 100. Return of Frederic to, at the peace 
of Hubertsbourg, 202. Bank (bunded by him, 203. Magnificent 
military hospital, 206. Political freedom of speech and printing 
at, 237. 

Bernie, Abbe (afterward cardinal), the lover of Madame de Pompadour, 
shares with her the French government, i. 375. Made minister for 
foreign aflairs, ii. 30. Forms ine treaty of alliance between Francs 
sad Austria, 118. 

Uettuchef, Russian chancellor, disgraced, 11. 84. 

Bevern, Princess of, married to Frederic, i. 131-135. His subsequent 
neglect of her, 135. 

. , Prince of, commands a corps of Frederic's army, 11. 36. Defeats 

Kcmigsegg at Reiobenberg, 37. Sent to check Daun, 42. A fter com- 
bat at Gortitz retires into Silesia, 60. Loses the battle of Breslau, 75 
Is taken prisoner, to. Reinforced by Frederic at Reiebenberg, 102 
Left to protect Silesia, 104. Concludes an armistice with Laudcn, is. 

Bickg, a ftvonritegrevhiMUidDf Frederic ii. 20& 
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Bkren, Duke of Coarland, advances money Co Frederic, i. 140. 

isbed to Siberia, 196. 
Kaspil, Madame de, partially discloses a eonspiracy against Frederie 

William and his son, i. 33. Imprisoned, and tbe eonspirators restored 

to favour, 84. 
Bohemia, Elector of Bavaria crowned King of, i. 210. Entered by tbe 

Prussians, 390. Operations hi, 301. Entered by Scbwerin, ii. 11. 

Entered by Prince Henry of Prussia, daring the winter, 130. History 

of tbe War of, in 1778, when written by Frederic, 233. 
Malta, Count, farms tbe customs of Saxony in conjunction with Francis 

1,1. 373. 
Base, General, surrenders Dresden to Frederie, i. 376. 
Bossuet, Bishop of Meaux, the peaceful dulness of bis chapter impru 

dently disturbed,'.. 347. 
Botta, Marquis, his mission from Vienna to Berlin, 1. 103. 
Brandenburgh, predecessors of Frederic the Great in that electorate, 

their characters, i. 13. 
, house of, their rights to tbe Bavarian fiefs, ii. 265. Me* 

moire of the House of, when written and published by Frederic, 331. 

Superior to his other writings, 333. 

-, Charles, Margrave of, left to cover Silesia, ii. 06. 



Brankamp, Frederic's visit to the house of, at Amsterdam, i. 370. 

Broun, Field-marshal, defeated by Frederic at Lowositz, ii. 18. Re- 
treats, 20. Fails to relieve the Saxons at Pirna, 38, 33. Ordered to 
march on Dresden, 35. Dies after the battle of Prague, 40. 

Bread supplied to the army, Frederic's conduct when it had proved bad, 

1. tfSn. 

Brentano, Marshal, Frederic's opinion of, ii. 230. 

Breslau, taken by the Prussians, i. 104. Garrisoned by Prussian troops, 
306. Treaty of peace signed at, 316. Accession of Saxony, 317. 
Battle of, ii. 74. The town taken by the Austrians, 76. Betaken by 
the Prussians, 83. 

BreteuiL, M. de, communicates the empress-queen's satisfaction with 
tbe Prussian ultimatum, ii. 384. 

Brieg, taken by the Prussians, i. 303. 

Brix, town of, taken by the Prussians, ii. 383. 

Broglio, F. M., Marshal, paralytic, i. 313. Frederic's letter to, 318. 

, Victor Francis, Marshal, as French ambassador in Saxony, 

fails or provoking the Prussians to insult him, ii. 30. Leaves Dres- 
den for Warsaw, ib. Beaten at Minden, 138. His operations in 1 760, 
160. His successful sortie from Gottingen. ib. Operations in 1761, 
174. Beaten at Hohenower, ib. Separated from the Prince of Sou- 
bise, 175. How deterred from entering Hanover, A. 

Bromberg, great canal of, resumed by Frederic, ii. 303. Completed, 
uniting the Oder and the Vistula, 357. 

Bruhl % Count, long prime-minister at Dresden, i. 311 (note). Frederic, 
at Dresden, visits his palace, 877. Hia palace not protected by Fred- 
eric, li. 17. 

Brunewick, Duchess of, Philippina Charlotte, ii. 313. Her character. 
316. Frederic's letter to, 310. 

— • — 1 hereditary Prince of (afterward duke), serves under hia 

uncle, Prince Ferdinand, ii. 86. (See Ferdinand of Brunswick.) 
Leads a reinforcement to Frederic at Freyberg, 136. His success at 
Oohftjld, 138. His able retreat from Coroach, 168. Distinguished 
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Wmselfin Frederick retreat to Schatzlar, 977. Stationed at Troppau, 
379. His successful attack on the Austrians, 282. 

Buntzelwitz, Frederic's strongly-intrenched camp at, H. 177. 

Burkersdorf, success at, announced to Frederic by a wounded soldier, 
L 325. Camp of, advance of Frederic to, ii. 274. 

Bussy, M. de, comes to England to negotiate a peace, ii. 189. 

Bute, Lord, minister of George III., bis miserable foreign policy, ii 170. 
His proposal to the Emperor of Russia indignantly rejected, 187. 
That to Austria coldly declined, 188. Negotiates with France, 
189. He and his cabinet desert the interests of the King of Prus- 
sia, 197. 

Butturlin, his junction with Laudon, ii. 170. Marches towards Col- 
berg, 178. 
• •»' 

Canitz, the only German writer whose works pleased Frederic, ii. 
224. 

, General, takes the Swedish fortress of Anclam, ii. 119. 

Copra, Andrea, a recruit of Frederic William's guards, expense of pro 
curing, i. 16. 

Cornier, M. de, appointed chancellor by Frederic, ii. 305. 

Caroline, Princess of Wales, her character sketched by the Margravine 
of Bareith, i. 39. 

Carteret, Lord, his negotiations in 1743, i. 227. His character, ib. 
(note). 

Cassel, besieged by Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, ii. 173. Taken 
by him, 196. 

Catherine //., Princess of Anhalt-Zerbst, her marriage, i. 238. Em- 

?ress of Russia on the dethronement and murder of her husband, 
'eter HI., ii. 190. How affected on reading the correspondence of 
Frederic with him, 191. Decides on neutrality, 192. Obtains the 
promotion of Count Stanislaus Poniatowski to the throne of Poland, 
209. Dissatisfied with Stanislaus, 242. Foments disturbances in 
Poland, ib. Her project of a northern league disliked by Frederic, 
ib. Barbarities of ber troops and the Zaporavians, 244. Her gene- 
rals successful against the Turks, 246. Her conference with Prince 
Henry of Prussia, 247. Her remark to him on Poland, 248. Con- 
vention of 1772 between her and Frederic, 250. Disposed to check 
the views of Austria respecting Bavaria, 265. Agrees to support 
Frederic against Austria, 278. Sends a declaration to Vienna, 260. 
Heft mediation solicited by that court, 281. Favours a project of Jo- 
seph IL relative to Bavaria, 307. Frederic's opinion of her genius, 
316. 

Censorship of the Press in the Prussian dominions, il. 237. 

Charles VL, Emperor, one of the godfathers of Frederic, i. 19. His 
letter of remonstrance to Frederic William respecting his son, 85. 
The king's answer, 87. Letter to, from the prince, 88. Summons 
the princes of the empire against the aggressions of France, 147. 
Consequences of his death, 190. 

Charles VIL, his destitute condition at Frankfort, i. 225. His death, 
249. 

Charles XlT.j of Sweden, refuses to deliver Stettin to the King of Prus- 
sia, i. 23. His flight from Stralsund, 24. His death, ib. Considera- 
tions on the Character of, a work by Frederic, 165. 

Charles Theodore, Elector Palatine, collateral heir to the Elector of Ba- 
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▼aria, 1L 90S. 8neeeada him, and givsa up two-thirds of bis eject* 
orate to Austria, 963. Munion of Count Goertz from Frederic to, ib. 

Charlotte, of Macklenburgh Strelits, Princess, writes a touching letter 
to Frederic on the ravages of tola troops, ii. 121. 

Chasot, a companion of Frederic, i. 157. 199. 

C.tester/leld, Lord, ambassador at the Hague, refuses to give up Keith 
to a Prussian officer, L 72. 

Chouvul, Duke of, concludes a new treaty between France and Austria, 
U. 119 Advantageous to the empr e ss queen, 119. His retaliatory 
verses on Frederic, 141. Written by Palissot, ib. (note). His emis- 
saries excite resistance to Russia in Poland, 244. And stimulate 
Austria and Turkey against Catherine, ib. Driven out of office by 
Madame du Barry, 249. 

Chotueitz, or Czaslau, battle of, i. 214. 

Circlet, army of the, the troops of the empire so called, IL ML Defeated 
at Rosbach, 02. Seat against Torgau and Leipsie, 116. (See Em- 
pire, Army ofithe.) 

Civil and Military School, established by Frederic, i. 329. 

Clef eld, General, beaten by the Hanoverians and Russisns, ii. 173. 

Clement XIV., abolishes the Society of the Jesuits, ii. 239. 

Clermont, Count, obliged to evacuate Hanover, ii. 72. Evacuates 
Brunswick Wolfenbuitie and Hanover, 87. Repasses the Rhine, ib. 

CUves, Hlness of Frederic William at, i. 149. The French take pos> 
session of, U. 55. 

Cloeter-Seven, convention of, ii. 56. 

Cobenzel, Count, negotiator for Austria at Teschen, ii. 285. 

Cocceji, Frederic's chancellor on his accession, i. 177. Assists Fred- 
eric in reforming the laws, 290. Compiles the Code Frederic, 291. 

— — (the son), his visit to Berlin, incognito, 1. 328. 

Cochhts, Frederic William's chaplain, attends his death-bed, 1. 171. 

Coinage, restoration of, by Frederic, ii. 204. 

Colberg, bombarded by the Russians, ii. 102. Attacked by the Russians 
and Swedes, 158. Siege of, by the Russians, 181. 

CoUenbach, negotiator for Austria to conclude peace with Prussia, ii. 
198. 

Cologne, the French take possession of, U. 55. 

Colonies established in the Prussian dominions, i. 312. 

Condi, Prince of, beaten at Jonannisberg by the hereditary Prince of 
Brunswick, ii. 196. 

Ooneiatory, Grand, choice of clergymen delegated by Frederio to, i. 
814. 

Oontades, M. de, succeeds the Count of Clermont in command, ii. 118 
Beaten at Minden, 138. 

Sonti, Prince of, his successes in Italy, l. 247. Operations on the Main, 
267. The Prince de Ligne*s character of him, given in conversation 
with Frederic, ii. 231. 

torbaeh, retreat of the Priace of Brunswick from, ii. 168. 

torsica, sovereignty of, offered to Frederic, i. 366. 

Dostmcks, rebellion of, suppressed, ii. 255. 

Tothenius, Frederic's physician, ii. 310. 

Caxe, Archdeacon, his remark on the partition of Poland, ii. 252, 253. 

Cracow, town and citadel seised by the French auxiliaries of the Polish 
confederates, ii. 250. Their surrender to the Russians, ib. 

Crammer, M. de, succeeded Fttrst as chancellor, i. 178. Remodelled 
the Code Frederic, 202. , 
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Grime*, the Khan of, his embassy to Frederic, i. 364. 

Otdm, palatinate or, obtained by Prussia, ii. 231. 

Cumberland, William, Duke of, distinguished himself at Dettingen, I 

234. Defeated at Hastenbeck, ii. 56. Capitulates at Closter- 

Seven, ib. 
Cuttrm, Prince Frederic imprisoned at, i. 81. Bombarded and burnt 

by the Russians, ii. 97. Frederic's address to the inhabitants, 102. 
Czaslau, battle of, i. 214. 
CzenHokow, Polish fortress, taken possession of by the Austrlans, h. 

248. 
Czernichef, his remark on the loyalty of Frederic's soldiers, i. 326. Re* 

crosses the Oder, ii. 157. Joins Tottleben near Berlin 159. Ordered 

to withdraw his troops into Poland, 186. 

D'Albmbbet, visits Frederic at Berlin, ii. 206. Letter of Frederic to, 

evincing a momentary disgust with French literature, 224. 
UAnkaiiy General, remark of Frederic on, ii. 233. 

Danish troops in English pay against Frederic, 1. 205. 

Dantzic, territory of, entered by the troops of Frederic, ii. 236. Reasons 
assigned for this invasion, »*. Frederic anxious to obtain, but re 
spects its independence, 251. 

If Argent, corresponds with Frederic, 1. 164. Chamberlain to him, 342. 
Epistle of Frederic to, in his reverses, U. 50. Letter to, after the 
battle of Liegnitz, 154. Another, in which he meditates suicide, 160. 
Letter to, on the peace of Hubertsboorg, 199. 

UArgtiy a secretary of Frederic, i. 346. 

Darmetadt, a princess of, married to the Grand-duke Paul, ii. 257. 

D'Arnaud, Baculard, recalled to Frederic's court, ii. 207. (See Ar- 
naud.) 

Down, Count, the Austrian general, opposed to Frederic, ii. 35. March- 
ing to Join Prince Charles' at Prague, retreats to Beneschau, 42. De- 
feats Frederic at Kolin, 44. Pursues Prince William of Prussia, 52. 
Deceived by Frederic's march into Moravia, 88. Defeats the Prus- 
sians at Hochkirchen, 104-108. Accords honourable burial to the 
corpse of Keith, 109. Seizes the strong camp of Pima, 115. Be- 
sieges Dresden, ib. Takes post opposite Frederic, near Landsbut, 
121. Retires to Budissin, 131. Takes post behind Plauen, 132. Co- 
vers Dresden, 145. Obliges Frederic to retire from Dresden, 148. 
After the battle of Liegnita retires behind Schwiednitz, 157. Beaten 
at Torgau by Frederic, 163-165. Dislodged by Frederic from Burkers- 
dorf, 190. Failure of the attack directed against the Prussians at 
Reichenbach, 192. Frederic's opinion of, 230. 

Dendermonde, taken by the French, i. 267. 

Benkofy General, votes for sparing the life of Prince Frederic, i. 84. 

Denina, Abbe, his estimate of Frederic's expenses in the seven years' 
war, ii. 200. Account of, 305. 

Dereckau, General, appointed to interrogate Prince Frederic, i. 80. He 
alone, of the court-martial, inclined to the condemnation of him, 84. 

De Spaen, Lieutenant, expelled the army and imprisoned after Prince 
Frederic's arrest, i. 73. 

JTEatreee, Marshal, occupies Westphalia, ii. 49. Recalled after the vic- 
tory of Hastenbeck, 56. Beaten at Wilhelmsthal by Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick, 195, 196. 

Dettingen, battle of, i. 224. How called by the Parisians, 225. 

Deiut-Ponte, Prince Frederic of, takes command of the army of the 
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Glides, il. 87. Obliges Prince Henry to retreat towards Dresden, 

103. Sent against Torgsu, 1 1 6. 
Dcua>Ponts, Dukes of, eventual heirs to tbe succession of Bavaria and 

the palatinate, ii. 902. How prevented from signing a convention with 

Austria. 264. Arrangements in favour of, at the peace of Teschen. 

960. 

, Duke of, communicates to Frederic the emperor's plan for 

exchanging the Austrian Netherlands against Bavaria. ii. 307. 
VHareourt, Count, serves under Noailles at Deftingen, i. 284. 
Dierecke and his corps, surrender at Meissen, ii. 135. 
jyO, Colonel, supposed to have betrayed Glatx to the Austrians,U. 148. 
Vog», Frederic's attachment to, ii. 207. 
Dohna, Count, blockades the Swedes in Streisand, ii. 86. Marches 

against the Russians, 97. Drives tbe Prince of Deux-Ponts from 

Leipsic, 116. Detaches Kleist to make head against the Swedes, 122. 

Resigns the command to General Wedel, 123. 
Dolgoroucki, Prince, reinforces Romanxow before Colberg, ii. 181. 
Dosao, General, appointed to the custody of Prince Frederic, 1.70. 
Dresden, court of, under Augustus IT., i. 40. Taken by Frederic, 276 

Peace concluded there, 278. Remarks on, 286. Occupied by Fred 

eric, ii. 14. Besieged by the Austrians, 115. Delivered by the Proa 

starts, ib. Taken by the Austrians, 130. Bombarded by Frederie 

147. Delivered by Daun, 148. 
Driesen, General, his success with the cavalry at Lissa, ii. 70 
Du Four, travelling name assumed by Frederic, i. 186. 
Du Han de Jendun, i. 25. (See Jendun.) 
Du Moulin, General, commands the vanguard at Hohenfriedberg, 1 

254. Pursues Prince Charles into Bohemia, 269. 
Duval, Frederic's cook, his valuable services, i. 161. 

Earl Marischal, i. 300. (See Keith.) Appointed ambassador to 
France, 306. To Spain, 307. Visits England, ib. Returns to Prus- 
sia, ib. Letter of Frederic to, after the battle of Kolin, ii. 47. Letter 
from his brother on the battle of Lissa, 81. On the siege of Oilmuts, 
89. 

Eckersberg, retreat of the allied army to, after its defeat at Rosbach, ii. 
64. Their flight from thence, 65. 

Education, Frederic's measures for ameliorating, i. 329. 

Ehrensehwerd, General, commands tbe Swedes in 1760, ii. 144. His 
operations in Pomerania, 157. 

Elbing, garrisoned by Russians, ii. 85. Trade of, begins to flourish 
under the Prussian dominion, 257. 

Elizabeth, Empress of Russia, offended by Frederic's sarcasms tm her 
habits and manners, i. 372. Her continued hostility to him, ii. 84. 
Death of, 185. 

— , of Brunswick, Princess, anecdote respecting, i. 311. 

Elizabeth Christina, Empress of Germany, her niece married to Fred- 
eric, i. 131-135. 

, Princess of Bevern, becomes the wife of Frederie, 

i. 131-135. Her sister married to Prince Augustus William, h is bro- 
ther, 230. 

Ellrickshauien, repulsed from Jegerndorf by Tauenzein, ii. 282. 

Elphinstone, Russian admiral, burns the Turkish fleet, ii. 246. 

Empire, army of the, raised against Frederic, ii. 32. Its uncouth ap- 
pearance, ib. Compelled by Prince Henry to retire from Nuremberg , 
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191. Takes p o sse ssion of mat part of Saxony, 130. Beaten by 

Prince Henry at Freyberg, 194. 
Empire, States of the, measures of Frederic to increase their anxiety 

for peace, ii. 197. 
England, court of, dissatisfied with the victory of the Prussians at 

Mollwitz, i. 204. Unfriendly relations of Frederic with, 365. At 

war with France respecting America, 370. Treaty with Russia, 371. 

With Frederic, 376. Intimate union with Prussia in 1757, ii. 83. 

Government of, becomes less friendly to Frederic, 187. Cabinet of, 

desert his interests, 107. Make peace with France and Spain, tft. 

Prevented from opposing the partition of Poland by the American 

war, 256. 
Eeterkaxy, Prince, marches towards Potsdam, ii. ISO. 
Eugene of Savoy, Frederic William's contingent serves under, !. 147. 

He and his son join them. ih. Frederic's estimation of his genius. U. 

90S. 
Vterope. Consideration on the Political State of. a work by Frederic. L 

165. 

Falkkhbtmn, Count de, Joseph H. meets Frederic under that name, as 
incognito, ii. 237. 

Ferdinand of Brunswick, Prince, commands the Hanoverians on their 
resumption of arms, ii. 71. His character, ib. (note). Operations 
against the French in Lower Saxony and Westphalia, 86. His suc- 
cesses, 86, 87. His campaign of 1758, 116. Sends a reinforcement 
to Frederic at Freyberg, 136. Operations against. Broglio, 137. Vic- 
tory at Minden, 138. His campaign of 1760, 167. Beats the French 
at Emsderf, 168. At Warburg, ib. His campaign of 1761, 173. 
Beats the French at Hohenower, 174. His nephew, Prince Albert, 
killed, 175. Deters Broglio from entering Hanover, ib. Winter-quar- 
ters in Westphalia, 176. His successful campaign of 1762, 195. Con- 
cluded by the taking of Cassel, 196. Accompanies Frederic on a tour 
of inspection through his dominions, 206. 

— of Prussia, Prince, brother of Frederic, ii. 213. Inferior in 

ability to his elder brothers, 215. N 

Termor, Count, with a Russian army invades Prussia, ii. 85. Burns 
the town of Custrin, 97. Succeeded in command by SoitikolT, 122. 

Finance, Frederic's improved system of, i. 309. 

Finch, English minister at St. Petersburg, instructed to raise hostility 
against Prussia, i. 204. 

Finck, General, defeats Maguire at Auch, ii. 121. Distinguishes him- 
self at Kunersdorf, 127. Joins Wdnsch, and defeats the Austrian* at 
Meissen, 131. Sent with 14,000 men to Maxen, 133. Taken by the 
Austrian*, 134. Subsequently turned out of the army, 135. 

, Countess, transmits Prince Frederic's writing-case to the 

queen, after his arrest, i. 74. 

Finckenstein, Count, governor of Prince Frederic, i. 36. Dismissed, 
56. Succeeds Podevils as minister for foreign affairs, 177. Mitchell's 
conference with, on the subsidy to Prussia, ii. 172. 

Flanders, campaign of 1745 in, i. 266. 

Fleury, Cardinal, Frederic corresponds with, i. 197. A letter from, tc 
Maria Theresa, disclosed to Frederic, 218. Dies at the age of ninety 
225 (note). 

FhUe, Frederic's favourite instrument, 11. 205. 

Folard, Chevalier, reply of Frederic to Marshal Saxe respeetini, L MB. 
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FxmteneUe, Frederic corresponds witb him, 1. 164. 

Fontenoy, consequences of the victory at, i. 257, 258. 

Fouquet, Geoeraf, repulses De Ville in Upper Silesia, ii. 121. Encamps 
near Landshut, to obstruct the siege of Glatz, 14ft. Taken prisoner, 
146. 

France, negotiations of Frederic with, in 1741, i. 107. Complains of 
beinf abandoned by Prussia, 217. Secret overture to Maria Theresa 
disclosed to Frederic, 218. Alliance with Prussia ends, 219. Anxious 
to make the Elector of Saxony emperor, 240. At war with England 
respecting America, 370. Treaty of alliance with Austria, 378. De- 
clares war against Prussia, ii. 31. New treaty with Austria, 118. 
Disposed to peace with England, 144. Anxious to mediate between 
Maria Theresa and Frederic, 107. Unable to oppose the partition of 
Poland, 206. Opposes the views of Austria respecting Bavaria, 265. 
Mediates between Frederic and the court of Vienna, 281. 

Francis, Grand-duke of Tuscany, husband of Maria Theresa, elected 
emperor, i. 260. His character, 372. 

■ ■ of Brunswick, Prince, maintains. Barstoff against the Aas- 

trisns, ii. 60. Killed at Hochkirchen, 108. 

Frankfort, alliance formed at, i. 238. Voltaire arrested at, by Prussian 
agents, 361. Battle of, ii. 125. 

Frederic William, ths great Elector of Brandenborgh, L 13. 

Frederic, the first King of Prussia, his character, i. 14. 

Frederic William the First, his character and occupations, 1. 14. Suc- 
ceeds to the throne, it. His tall regiment of guards, 15. Birth of his 
son Frederic a year before his accession, 18, 10. Changes in the 
eonrt, 21. Internal administration of the States, 22. Joins the allies 
against Charles XIL of Sweden, 23. Present at the siege of Strei- 
attnd, 24. His letter to the council of state, ib. Improvements in his 
kingdom and army after the peace, 2ft. Conspiracy against him and 
his son, 30. Defeated, 32. His illness, 37. Endeavours to inspire 
his son with a military taste, 38. His unfounded Jealousy against 
bis queen, 48. (See Sophia Dorothea.) Visits the King of Poland 
at Dresden, 40. His visit returned by that sovereign, 51. Occasion- 
ally occupies himself with painting in oil, 55. Satirically named 
RagotiB, 58. Esnews bis ill treatment of his family, 59. His cru- 
elty to a citizen's daughter of Potsdam, 02. Goes with his son to 
Dresden, 64. To Radeberg, ib. Prepares to go to Anspach, 67. 
Discovers his intention to escape, d. Treats him as a state criminal, 
69. Orders the arrest of Katt and Keith, 71. Tells the queen her 
son is dead, 77. Orders his imprisonment at Cuslrin, 81. Has him 
tried by court-martial, 84. On bis acquittal assembles another, which 
condemns him, ib. Spares his life through the remonstrances of 
Seckendorf, 85 ; and a letter from the emperor, ib. His answer, 87 
His letter dooming Katt to death, 89. Letter to him from Katt, OS. 
Employs Mailer to convert his son to Christianity, 101. His letter 
conveying these orders, 102. Second letter, 109. Frederic's letter to 
him, 1 14. Visits Frederic at Custrin, 118. Is reconciled to the queen, 
ib. Bestows his daughter in marriage on the Prince of Bareith, 120- 
124. Receives Frederic into favour, 130. Attacked with apoplexy, 
but recovers, 145. In person assists the emperor with 10,000 men* 
147. Peace concluded, he returns in ill-health, 140. Scene with his 
valet, ib. Visits bis son at Rheinsberg, 155. 160. His journey to 
Cleves and the Hague, 165. His last illness, 168. Death, 172. Ftt 
■oral, 173. Orders lea by him fulfilled, ft 
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flrsierfe the Gnat ; his p ie detcssois , 1. 19. His birth, 18. Do Han ds 
Jendvo his preceptor, 25. Conspiracy against him and his father, 30. 
Defeated, 33. Character of his governors, 36. Compulsoriiy trained 
to military habits, 38. Proposal for his marriage with an English 
princess, ib. At the age or fourteen disliked and ill treated by his 
fattier, 43. Visits the court of Dresden with him, 49. Anecdote, 50. 
His hypochondriacal malady after his return, 52. His governors dis- 
missed, and others appointed, 56. His intimacy with Katt and Keith, 
57. His father renewshjs ill treatment, 59. 61. Determines to make 
his escape, 63. Visits Dresden with his father, 64. Again determines 
on flight, 64, 65. His secret correspondence made known to the king, 
67. Is treated as a state criminal, 69. Interrogated by Grumkow 
and others at Mitten walde, 80. Imprisoned at Gastrin, 81. His let- 
ter to his sister, 83. Court-martial appointed to try him and Katt, 84- 
Declared innocent, but condemned by another court-martial, ft. His 
letter of thanks to the emperor for his interference, 88. Paper ad- 
dressed to him by Katt under sentence of death, 95. Compelled to 
witness Kelt's execution, 98. Papers of these affairs subsequently 
destroyed by him, 101. The chaplain Mflller employed to convert 
him to Christianity, 101-113. His father's treatment of him and his 
friend increased his tendency to infidelity, 113. Writes to the king, 
114. Is released from the fortress, and allowed the town of Gastrin 
for bis prison, 115. Dissuaded by Munchow from resigning bis birth- 
right, 116. Visited by the king, 118. Restored to favour after his 
sister's marriage, 130. His marriage to the Princess of Bevern, 181- 
135. And subsequent neglect of her, 135. His anxiety on occasion 
of ber illness, 136. His manner of life and amusements- at Rheins- 
berg, 138. Receives pecuniary aid from Seckendorf, 139. Also from 
Russia and theDukeof Courland, 140. His letters to 8uhm,i&. Al- 
ters his signature, 145. Campaign under Prince Eugene, 147. His 
intrepidity, 149. At the peace goes to Stettin and Konigsberg, 151. 
How occupied at Rheinsberg, ib. Visited by his father, 155. 160. 
Character of his companions, 157-161. Institutes a society, "The 
Friends of Truth," 161. "The Knights of Bayard," 163. His corres- 
pondence with celebrated authors, 164. His early writings, ib. Ac- 
companies his father to Cleves and the Hague, 165. Becomes a free- 
mason, 166. Letter to Voltaire, 167. His accession to the throne, 
173. Character of his ministers at this period, 177. Resources of 
the Prussian states, 176. His occapatior.s and amusements, 179-180. 
Journeys of inspection, 186. First meeting with Voltaire, 187. Dis- 
puted succession of Berg and Jnliers, 188. Settled, 190. On the 
death of the emperor enters Silesia, 191. Breslau taken, 193. Re- 
turns to Berlin, 195. Negotiations with Russia, 196. And France, 
197. Campaign of 1741, ib. Takes Glogau, ib. His conduct at 
Molwitx, 199. Again compels Neuperg to retreat into Moravia, 307. 
Interview with him at Oberschneilendorff, ib. Defeats the Austrians 
at Czaslau, 314. His letter to Jordan on the victory, 215. Treaty of 
Breslau, 216. Treaty of Westminster with George II., 217. Cardi- 
nal Fleury's letter to Marl* Theresa disclosed to him, 318. His let- 
ter to BrogUo, ib. His pro ipects in 1743, 323. Measures of improve- 
ment, 328. Adds Ost-Fr se to his dominions, 229. Voltaire's de- 
scription of his way of life, 231 . Negotiations, 236. His declaration 
against the court of Vienna, and renewal of hostilities, 237, 238. En- 
ters Bohemia, and takes Prague, 239. Retreats, 242. His difficulties 
fcrcrcose, 244. Garrison of Prague reduced, 345. Results of the 
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campaign to him, 946. Merita of taia retreat, A. Death of Charles 
VII n and campaign of 1743, 940. SSI. Sueoeaaea, 253. Battle of Ho- 
henfriedberg, and ita reaulta, 256. Exchanges compUmenta with 
Louis XY. for this and the victory of Fontenoy, 257. Their misun- 
derstanding, 258. Advances into Bohemia, 250. Protests against 
the election of Francis, 260. Maria Theresa rejects bis propositions 
for peace, 261. Negotiates with George II., to. Operation* in Bo- 
hemia, to. Battle of Soor, 269. Negotiations, 268. Resolves upon • 
winter campaign, 270. Surprises and defeats the Saxons, 272. Takes 
Goerlits, to. Battle of Keaseldorf, 273. Joins the Prince of Anbalt, 
275. Takes Dresden, 276. Offers peace to the Saxons, 277. And 
Austrian*, 278. Peace signed, to. Details of negotiations, 279. Let- 
ter from Louis XV., 260. Frederic's commentary on it, 282. His 
answer to the French monarch, 284. Remark on the peace of Dres- 
den, 285. Writes a " History of his own Time » 288. Repairs his 
losses caused by the war, 289. Reform of the laws, ib. The Code 
Frederic, 291. Case of the miller Arnold, 295. His conduct on that 
occasion, 297. His dangerous illness, 300. Field-marahal Keith and 
his brother, Earl Marischal, enter hia service, ib. His negotiationa 
contribute to the peace of Aix-Ia-Chapetle, 308. The conduct of Rus- 
sia and Austria inclines him to prepare for war, 309. Plana of ame- 
lioration in different branches of his government, ib. Pecuniary re- 
sources of hia kingdom, 310. Revenue from excise and customs, 31 1. 
Colonies established by him in different parts of hia territories, 312. 
Abolishes the servitude of the peasants, 313. His choice of ministers 
of religion, 314. His kindness to the peasanta, 315. Establishes 
granaries, 317. Institutes manufactured, 318. His excellent regula- 
tions of the army, 319. Impartiality in prosecutions, ib. Suicides 
frequent among his body-guards, 321. Severity of their discipline, 
322. His kindness and familiarity towards his soldiers, 323. Hia 
courage and firmness in battle, 327. Hia generosity, 328. Hia views 
on public instruction, 329. Founds schools and colleges, ib. Acad- 
emy of Berlin, 330. Hia reception of Marshal 8axe at Berlin, 332. 
Hia letter of invitation to Voltaire, 333. Anxious to retain him for 
life, 336. Jealousy of Maupertuis and others causes differences be- 
tween them, 340. 349. Displeased at hia lawsuit with Herscbeld the 
Jew, 350. Message to him by a page, and ita answer, 352, 353. Per- 
suades him to burn a satire on Maupertuis, 355. Offended at its sub- 
sequent publication, 356. Their last interview, 359. Hia agents ar- 
rest Voltaire at Frankfort, 361. Embassy to him from the Khan of 
the Crimea, 364. Opposes the election of the Aichduke Joseph aa 
King of the Romans, ib. Hia differences with Russia, 365. Un- 
friendly relations with England, to. la offered the sovereignty of 
Corsica, 366. Imprisons Baron Trenck, ib. Visits Holland, 370. 
Russia and Austria excite hostility against him, 372. Treaty with 
England, 376. Hia contempt for the French government, ib. Ac- 
quires a knowledge of the plans of his enemies, 378. Decides upon 
the invasion of 8axony, 380. Entera Saxony, it 10. Takes posses- 
sion of Dresden, 14. Obtaina the state papers, proving the treachery 
of the court to him, 15. Hia troops levy contributions on Leipsic, 16. 
Appropriates the revenues, 17. Fortifies Torgau, to. Defeats the 
Austrians at Lowoaitz, 18. Prevents their junction with the Saxona, 
21. Who capitulate, 23. Allows the elector an escort to Poland, 25. 
. TYeats the electorate aa a conquest, 26. Winter-quarters at Dresden, 
\b. War declared against him by France, Sweden, and Russia, Si. 
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George II. unfriendly to him, S3. Hi* plan for defending Wesel aban- 
doned, ib. Attempt made to poison him, ib. Intrigues of the Queen 
of Poland, 34. He enters Bohemia, 30. Gains the battle of Prague, 
36-40. Bombards that city, 42. Loses the battle of Kolin, 44. His 
admirable retreat, 46. Death of his mother, 48. Strong confederacy 
against his power, 49. His epistle to D'Argens, 50. To Voltaire, 51 
Detaches a force into Lasatia, and marches into Saxony, ib. His con 
duct to his brother, 52. Disaster of the Hanoverians, and convention 
of Closter-Seven, 56. Advance of the Russians, 57. Lehwald re- 
pulses them, 58. And drives the Swedes from Pomerania, 50. Berlin 
occupied by Haddick, ib. Marches against the French and Imperial- 
ists, ib. Roots them at Rosbach, 62-64. Compliment paid him during 
that battle, 67. Permits Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick to enter into 
the service of George II., 71. Sends Keith into Bohemia, and hastens 
to the assistance of Silesia, ib. Breslau taken by the Austrians, 75. 
He retakes it after defeating them at Lissa, 79-82. His successes 
render him popular in England, 83. Continued hostility of Russia, 
Austria, France, and Poland, 84. His plan of campaign 1758, 85. 
Takes Schweidnitz, 88. Deceives Daun, and enters Moravia, ib. Be- 
sieges Oilmutz, 89. Retreats, 95. Marches against the Russians, 96. 
Beats them at Zorndorf, 97-101. Anecdote of his occupations on the 
eve of the battle, 101. Prevented by Daun and Laudon from joining 
Prince Henry, 103. His rashness at Hochkirchen, 104. His masterly 
retreat, 108. Death of his sister, 110. Reinforced by his brother at 
Doberschutz, 113. Returns to Breslau, 116. Preparations for the 
campaign of 1759, 120. Letter to, from the Princess Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, 121. Plants himself at Duringsworwerk, 123. 
Determines to head the army against the Russians, 125. Loses the 
battle of Kunersdorf or Frankfort, ib. Orders the archives to be re- 
moved from Berlin, 129. His treasure at Dresden saved from the 
Austrians, 130. Sends Finck with 14,000 meu to Maxen, 133. Re- 
sentment at that general's capitulation, 135. Loss of Dierecke and 
his corps, ib. His feeling on Prince Ferdinand's victory at Minden, 
137, 138. Voltaire's account of his verses on Louis XV., 139. The 
Duke de Choiseul's retaliation, 141 . Letter to the ex-King of Poland, 
143. Battle of Landshut, 145. Attacks Dresden, but retreats on the 
approach of Daun, 147, 148. Undaunted amid reverses, 149. Beats 
the Austrians at Liegnitz, 153. Berlin taken by Tottleben and Lacy, 
159. His desponding letter to D'Argens, 160. He appears to meditate 
suicide, 161. Defeats the Austrians at Torgau, 163-167. Saxony 
again falls into his hands, 167. State of his resources, 169. His 
losses through the death of George II., and the changes in the English 
ministry, 170. Unpaid subsidy, 171. Intrenches himself at Buntzel- 
witz, 177. Marches towards Upper Silesia, 178. On the fall of 
Schweidnitz encamps at Strehlen, 180. Escapes being betrayed to 
the Austrians by Baron Warkotsch and a priest named Schmidt, ib 
Plot of Trenck to betray Magdeburg discovered, 183. Fortunate in 
the death of Elizabeth, Empress of Russia, and the accession of 
Peter III., 184, 185. Who assists him, 186. Alliance with the Khan 
of the Tartars previously contracted, 187. Unfriendly disposition of 
the English government, ib. Peace with Sweden, 189. Change in 
bis prospects from the murder of the czar, 190. Catherine moved to 
maintain the treaty with him, 192. He decides the combat of Reich- 
enbach, 193. Takes Schweidnitz, ib. His brother gains the battle 
of Freyberg, 194. His measures against the states of the empire, 
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197. Negotiation with Austria, 100. Concludes the peace of Bs> 
bertsbourg, 199. Management of bis resoarees daring; toe war, 900 
Measures for repairing the ravages of war, 803. Other improvements 
t*. (Jains the affections of the Silesians, 904. Restores the coinage, 
ib. Rewards the military, 905. Recruits his army. 900. Invite* 
D'Alembert to Berlin, 907. Receives an ambassador from Constants 
nople, ib. Concurs in the promotion of Stanislaus Poniatowski tc 
the throne of Poland, 909. Letter of congratulation to him, 21f 
Anxiety respecting the male heirs of the Prussian monarchy, 211. 
Grief at the death of bis nephew Prince Henry, ib. His surviving 
brothers and sisters, 213. Comparison between him and his brother 
Prince Henry, 913. Prince Ferdinand, 915. The Duchess of Bruns- 
wick, 916. His sister Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, ib. The Princess 
Amelia, 910, 917. His nephew and successor Frederic William, 218. 
His reception of the celebrated Helvetia*, 919. Discusses with him 
the fiscal regulations of his kingdom, ib. His literary pursuits, 221. 
Becomes acquainted with some German writers, 923. His moment- 
ary disgust with French literature, 924. Refers the grievances of his 
subjects of Neufchatel to the decision of the republic of Berne, 22ft 
Measures for reuniting Bareith and Anspach to the crown of Prussia, 
&. Visited at Neisse by the Emperor Joseph H., ib. Returns his 
visit at Neustadt, 228. The Prince de Ligne's account of their con* 
venations, 228-235. His troops enter the territory of Dantzic, 236. 
Reasons assigned for this invasion, ib. Restricts the liberty of the 
press in his dominions, ib. His sagacious foresight proved during 
the scarcity of 1779, 238. His conduct to the Jesuits, 240. Refuses 
consent to Catherine's project of a league in the north of Europe, 942. 
Anxious to adopt her views regarding Poland, to. Becomes the en- 
emy of Poniatowski, 343. His policy in the war of Russia with 
Turkey, 945. Hie opinions of Catherine's generals, 246. Negotia- 
tions for the partition of Poland, 947. Mediates between Russia and 
Turkey, 949. Poland divided, 951. Treaty of partition, 252-254 
His improvements in Prussian Poland, 296. His successful negotia- 
tion of a marriage for the Grand-duke Paul, 257. Suffers from gout, 
958. Discerns and frustrates the intentions of Joseph II., 259. His 
vigour of mind during illness, ib. His poetical compliment to Count 
Hoditz, 960. Conduct on the death of the Elector of Bavaria, 261 
Offers his mediation to the existing and the eventual successor, 264 
Remonstrances and negotiations, 365. CofTespondence with Joseph 
H., ib. Prepares for war with Austria, 968. Declaration of the Aus- 
trian envoy, 969. Enters Bohemia, 370. Movements and skirmishes, 
973. Correspondence with the empress-queen, ib. Retires to winter- 

?iuarters, 375. His eulogy on Voltaire, 977. The campaign success- 
ul, 379. Negotiations during the winter, 980. Suspension of arms, 
985. Congress and peace at Teschen, ib. Terms of the treaty, 286. 
His remarks on the war, ib. Returns to Potsdam, 287. Visited by 
the Prince de Ligne, ib. Their conversations, 288-293. His occupa- 
tions, 293-296. His attachment to dogs, 297. His companions and 
friends, 298. Final reform of the laws, 305. Defeats the ambitious 
schemes of Joseph TT., 306. Germanic league, 307. Last year of his 
life, 908. Symptoms of decay, 309. Sends for Dr. Zimmermann of 
Hanover, 310. Their interview, 312. His appearance, 312, 313. 
Conversations, 315. Zimmermann takes his leave, 318. Frederic'? 
letter to the Duchess of Brunswick, 319. His last days, 38* 322. 
His death. 323. Hertzberg's testimony respecting bis patient *xer 
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tstm taring illness, SM. Religious letter addressed to him, 327. 
His will, 328. Bis funeral, 329. Mirabeau's character of him. ib. 

Frederic William //., nephew of Frederic, notice of hie birth, I. 230. 
His first campaign, ii. 180. His early marriage, 211. His offspring, 
ib. His character. 218. Confirms the legacies of Frederic's wilL 
329. 

Frederic WillUm III., the present King of Prussia, grandnephew of 
Frederic the Great, ii. 211. 

Frederic, Prince of Wales, proposals for his marriage with the Princess 
Wilhelmlna of Prussia, i. 38. 

Frederic*, second daughter of Frederic William, married to the Mar- 
grave of Anspach, i. 59. Consternation on the arrest of Prince Fred- 
eric, 74. 

Frederic* Sophia Wilheimma, of Prussia, married to the Prince of 
Orange, ii. 211. 

Frederic* Charlotte Ulrica Catherina, Dntchess of York, grand-niece 
of Frederic, ii. 211. 

Freemason*. Frederic, though one of them, unfavourable to the frater- 
nity, L 166. 

French, prepare to invade Prussian Westphalia, ii. 36. Take posses- 
sion of it, 49. Defeated at Rosbach, 62. Frederic's humanity to the 
wounded ami prisoners, 64. Their cruelties and extortions in the 
electorate of Hanover, 70 ; and in other parts of Germany, 72. Their 
reverses in the campaign of 1762, 199. Peace with; England, 197. 
Allowed to retain Clevesand Guelder*, ib. 

French poetry, Frederic's delight in writing, i. 165. 

Frese, Frederic's surgeon, ii. 310. In disgrace for intimating that his 
disease, was dropsy, ib. 

Freybcrg, battle of, ii. 194. 

FriUch, negotiator for Saxony, to conclude peace with Prussia, ii. 196. 

Furat, M. de, succeeded Jarriges as chancellor, i. 177. Dismissed for 
his decision in the case of the miller Arnold, 297. Left in disgrace, 
when the other judges are recalled, 298. 

Gabkl, town of, taken by the Duke of Aremberg, U. 52. 

Gallilzin, Prince, Russian minister, Lord Bute's proposition to, 11. 187. 
Indignantly rejected by Peter ILL, and communicated to Frederic, ib. 
Takes the province of Moldavia from the Turks, 246. 

GanganeUi (Clement XIV.), abolishes the order of the Jesuits, ii. 239. 

Gaudot, murdered at Neufchatel, ii. 225. 

Gellert, acquaintance of Frederic with, at Leipsie, ii. 223 

George f., his character sketched by the Princess of Bareith, 1. 39. His 
opinion of the Princess of Wales, 40 (note). Interchange of visits 
with the King and Queen of Prussia, 40. 

George #/., brother-in-law of Frederic William, 1. 18. His sarcasm on 
that prince, 37. Sketch of his character by the Margravine of Ba- 
reith, 40. Constantly hostile to Frederic, 197. Effect of the battle 
of MoUwita on, 204. His offers of mediation between Austria and 
Prussia, ib. Concludes with Frederic the treaty of Westminster, 217. 
Gains the battle of Dettingen, 224. His intimation to Maria Theresa 
respecting Silesia, 237. His influence employed to secure the elec- 
tion of her husband as emperor, 260. Anxious to protect Hanover 
while at war with France, 370. Treaty with Russia, 371 . Frederic's 
letter to, before taking th > field, ii. 9. Unable to comprehend his 

II— D D 
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great and able plans, S3. Hta eondoet relative to fee eaptrulatfoa of 
Floater-Seven, 66. Hi* troops, on tbetr resumption of arma, com- 
manded by Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, 71. Sends Frederic bis 
thanks for so good a general, 118. Offers peace to the Empress of 
Russia, 143. His death and its consequences to Frederic, 170. 

George III., accession of, ii. 170. Wretched foreign policy or his min- 
ister, tard Bute, ib. Disastrous administration of Lord North, 256*. 

George William, Elector of Brandenburgh, state of the elector ate at his 
death, i. 13. 

Gerber, Fiscal-general, present at the examination of £811,179. And 
at the interrogatory of Prince Frederic, 60. 

Germany, the Elector of Bavaria chosen emperor of, 1. 10. Scarcity in 
the north of, In 1772, evinced the sagacious foresight of Frederic, ii. 



Germans, gratified with the battle of Rosbach, ii. 87. 

German literati, of Frederic's acquaintance, ii. 223. 

Oermanie League, formed through Frederic's exertions, ii. 307. Fred- 
eric's reply to Zimmermann respecting, 818. 

Gendorf, disgraced for his conduct at Maxen, ii. 135. 

Gibbon, Frederic's inquiry respecting his Roman History, ii. 315,310. 

Glasau, bis attempt to poison Frederic, ii. 33. 

Glatz, fortress of, imprisonment of Trenck in, I. 366. Besieged by the 
Austrians, ii. 145, Surrenders to Laudon, 148. Secured by Frederic 
at the peace of Hubertsburg, 190. Austrians withdraw from, 283. 

Glogau, blockaded by the Prussians, i. 197. Frederic confined with the 
gout at, ii. 132. 

GoerKtt, taken by the Prussians, f . 279. Combat of, ii. 60. 

Goertz, Count, his mission to Munich, ii. 264. A companion of Fred- 
eric's, 298. 

, General, conveys to Frederic the letter of the Duke of Deux- 

Ponts sent from his brother, ii. 264. 

Gob/eld, defeat of the French at, ii. 138. 

Gotter, Count de, his mission from Berlin to Vienna, i. 192. 

GotUcked, acquaintance of Frederic with, at Leipsic, ii. 223. 

Grammont, Duke de, nephew of Noaillea, holds a command under him 
at Dettingen, i. 224. 

Granby, Marquis of, second in command to Lord George Saekville, ii. 
117. At the battle of Minden, 138. 

GrenvUU, Mr. George, MiteheU's letter to, on the Prussian subsidy, tt. 
173. 

Grtbnitz, Colonel, resolves to deliver Prince Frederic from confine- 
ment, i. 71. The attempt fails, t*. 

Gntmkow, General, conspires with the Prince of Anhatt against Fred- 
eric William and his son, 1. 30. Restored to favour, 34. Sotirioally 
named La Rancune, 58. His conduct on the examination of Katt, 79.* 
and in the interrogatory of Prince Frederic, 81. Hia advice to the 
king, 83. Persuades the prince, in prison, to write a submissive let- 
ter to the king, 1 14. Hia mission to Warsaw, 146. 

Guasco, surrenders Schweidnitx to Frederic, ii. 193. Frederic's com 
pliment to him and hia officers, ib. 

Guichard, Colonel, named by Frederic Quintu* Icilius, i. 160. A com 
pankm of Frederic's, ii. 290. Why namedLQuintus Icilius, 300. 

Gustavus ///., his skilful management of the Swedish revolution, II 
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Hatomck, Austrian general, lays Berlin under contribution, fi. 60. Es- 
capes the army of Frederic, 61. Sent against Leipsic, 116. Beaten 
by Donna, ib. Stationed at Guben, 125. 

Hamilton, Swedish commander at Stralsund, driven back by Count 
Dobna, il. 119. Superseded in command, ib. 

Hanover, Elector of, (see George II.) joins tbe Germanic League, it 
307. 

Hanoverians, their disastrous campaign, ii. 55. Convention of Closter- 
Seven, 56. Resume their arms after the battle of Rosbach, 70. (Sen 
Ferdinand of Brunswick). 

Uarrack, Count, Austrian envoy to Frederic at Dresden, i. 278 

Uarsch, General, obliged to raise the siege of Neisse, it. 113. 

Hastenbeck, battle of, ii. 56. 

Helvetius, his visit to Berlin, ii. 219. Discusses with Frederic the fiscal 
regulations of his kingdom, 220. 

Henry of Prussia, Prince, his birth, i. 43. Aid-de camp-general te 
Frederic at Hohenfreidberg, 256. Disapproves the rigour of the 
Prussian discipline, 322. Wounded at Rosbach, ii. 64. Assists in 
expelling the French from Hanover, 73. Returns to defend Saxony, 
b. His account of the battle of Lissa, 79. Joins the king at Dober- 
schutz with a reinforcement, 113. Takes command of the army in 
Saxony, 116. Enters Bohemia during the winter, 120. Relieves 
Breslau, besieged by Laudon, 150. Gains the battle of Freyberg, 194. 
Drives the Imperialists into Bohemia, 195. His character contrasted 
with that of the king his brother, 213. Conference at Petersburg 
with Catherine concerning Poland, 247. Appointed to defend Sax- 
ony, 268. Marches on Dresden, 270. Invades Bohemia/and advances 
towards Prague, 271. His able retreat to Ottendorf, 277. Places his 
army in winter-quarters, ib. Detaches MOUendorf to make an irrup- 
tion into Bohemia, 283. 

Henry, Prince, nephew of Frederic, death of, ii. 211. Affliction of the 
king at that event, 211, 212. 

Herscheld the Jew, lawsuit of Voltaire with, i. 350. 

Uertsberg, Count, his remarks on the conduct of Frederic in plunging 
into the Seven Years' War, L 379 (note). Negotiator for Frederie 
with the Austrian*, ii. 198. Sets forth the right of the House of 
Brandenburgh to the Bavarian fiefs, 265. A companion of Frederic, 
296. Account of, 304. His testimony respecting Frederic's patient 
exertions during illness, 323-325. Present at his death, 327. 

Hesse Cosset, landgraviate of, occupied by the French, ii. 55. 

Hessian troops, in English pay, against Frederic, i. 205. 

Heyden, bis conduct when summoned to surrender Colberg, ii. 182. 

Hildebourghausen, Prince of, gives up the command of the army of the 
Circles to Prince Frederie of Deux-Ponts, ii. 87. 

M Histoire de mon Temps" i. 288. Continued by Frederic, in his His- 
tory of the Seven Years' War, ii. 222. 

Hochkirehen, Frederic's temerity at, ii. 104. 

Hoditz, Count, Frederic's poetical compliment to, ii. 260. 

Hohenfriedberg, battle of, i. 256. Its results, 259. 

Hohenower, defeat of the French at, ii. 174. 

Hohenfels, M. de, negotiator for the Duke of Deux-Ponts at Tesehen. 
ii. 285. 

Hubertsbourg, peace concluded at, between Prussia and Austria, ii. 
199 " Memoires depuis la Paix de," when commenced by Frederic! 
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AifMiivCteBendfalfaAttkBAintritiieeBCroilKDllii^iLA g.trpriaui 
Retonard, 121. Retreats beyond Tergau, 157. 

Hum*, the historian, praised by Frederic, ii. 319. 

Hungmy, palatines of, their zealous loyalty to Maria Theresa, 1.909. 

Hyndford, Lord, his mission to the camp of Frederic, i. 304. His nego- 
tiations between the Austrians and Prussians, 907. Conference as 
Obsrschnellendorf, 907. 

Italy, operations in, 1. 947, 906. 

J jcoBRMDORr, duchy of, occupied by the Prussians, ii. 974. Austrian* 
driven Atom, 979. 

Janrmirs, retreat of the Austrians upon, i. 96ft. 

Jwnrige*, M _, sueceerfed Coeceii aa chancellor, L 179. Assists hi com- 
piling the Cods Frederic, 991. 

Jendun, Du Han tie, made preceptor to Frederic, i. 95. Continues in 
that office, 97. 

Jttuits, Frederic imputes to Laudon a negotiation through their means, 
It. 148. Frederic's conduct to them, 939, 940 {note). 

Jokannitberg, defeat of the Prince of Conde at, ti. 100. 

/oanson, extract from his satire relating to the death of Charlea IL, t 
911. 

Jorlan, an associate of Frederic, 1. 157. Their friendship honourable to 
both, 156. Letter of Frederic to, on the eve of the battle of M otlwlts, 
196. 

Joseph IL, Emperor, visits Frederic at Neisse, II. 996. Frederic returns 
bis visit at Neustadt, 99S. His restless activity excites Frederick 
vigilance, 250. Claims all the nets belonging to the house of Bavaria, 
969. Angry at the empress-queen's negotiation with Frederic, 973. 
Eager to continue the war, 281. Directs Wallia to attack Neustadt. 
984. Hia machinations stayed by the peace between Russia and 
Turkey, 985. Concludes the peace of Teschen, 986. Frederic's re- 
mark on bis visit to the Empress of Russia, 991. Death of his mo- 
ther, 306. His schemes or aggrandisement, is. Counteracted by 
Frederic, 307. 

hdiern and Berg, disputed succession of, L 188. Settled, 180. 

Xolfcsfem, Colonel, sub-governor of Prince Frederic, I 36. Dismissed, 
56. 

, Marshal, takes Brieg, i. 903. 

Kamken, Madame ne, ridiculous mistake of, i. 68. Remonstrates with 
the king on his cruelty to his queen and to his son, 78. 

Kaunitz, Count (afterward Prince), Austrian envoy at Paris, cultivates 
an alliance between Austria and France, L 374. Attends Joseph II. 
at Neustadt, when visited by Frederic, ii. 938. Anxious for peace 
with Prussia, 981. 

Ketmintkoi, Rusalan general, his mission to Frederic, ii. 978. 

Katt, gaina the friendship of Prince Frederic, L 57. Arrested as an ac- 
complice in his attempt to escape, 72. Examined, 79. Condemned 
by court-martial, 88. The king dooms him to death instead of impris- 
onment, 80. His letter to the king, 02. Another to his grandfather 
03. Verses written on the window of his prison, 04. Paper addressed 
to the prince, 05. Is beheaded in his presence, 08. 

sTeAi, fortress of, seized by the French, i. 147. 
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KnJfc, intimacy of Frederic with, i. 87. To avoid the king's vengeance, 
escapes to Holland, 72. Tbe king has him hang in effigy, ib. 

, Field-marshal, and his elder brother Eari Marischal, enter the 
service of Frederic, i. 300. Letter from him to his brother, ib. Con* 
tinues in favour until his death, 906. Letter of Schwerin to, ii. 11. 
Sent to demand state-papers from the Queen of Poland, 15. Distin- 
guished himself at.Lowosits, 31. Letter from Schwerin at the close of 
the campaign, 87. Letter to his brother on the battle of Rosbach, 6ft. Re* 
suit of his expedition into Bohemia, 73. Letter on the battle of Lissa, 
80. On the siege of Olmutx, 89-94. Remonstrates with Frederic on 
his temerity at Hochkircben, 104. Killed in the battle, 109. 

— — , Sir Robert, erects a monument at Hochkircben to his relative the 
marshal, ii. 110 (note). Envoy at Petersburg, Mitchell's letter to, 
on the Prussian subsidy, 179. 

Kendal, Duchess of, mistress of George 1., i. 39. 

Kesselsdorf, battle of, i. 974. 

Key set ling, Major, sppointed companion to Prince Frederic, 1. 57. Or- 
dered to watch him after his arrest, 69. Continues in his confidence, 
157. Named by him Casarion, 160. 

Kinship General, retreats before MOllendorf, ii. 283. 

Kirkland, James, an expensive recruit for Frederic William's guards, 
i. 16. 

Kleistj lieutenant- General, dies gallantly at Lowositz, ii. 21. 

— — — . General, left to make head against tbe Swedes, ii. 129. Destroys 
the Austrian magazines at Saatz, 195. His operations against the 
states of the empire, 197. 

-, Major, the poet, killed at Kunersdorf, ii. 173. 



KnobeUdorf, a companion of Frederic, i. 157. 160. 

JTaoModb, a Prussian general, seises Erfurt, ii. 197. 

Knyphausen, M. de, Prussian minister, sent away from Paris, II. 30. 

Koenig, controversy of Maupertuis with, i. 354. Voltaire takes his 

part, 355. 
Kamigaeggt Austrian general, marches into Lusatia, ii. 35. Defeated 

at Reichenberg, 37. 
Kcenigsgratz, taken by Frederic, il. 96. 
K&nigstein, on the Elbe, ii. 13. Retreat of Augustus in. to that for* 

tress, 93. Ou his retirement to Poland, its neutrality is accorded bv 

Frederic, 96. 
JTo/tn, battle of, Ii. 44. Frederic's admirable retreat, 46 
Kunertdorf, battle of, U. 196. 

Lacy, Count, laments over tbe corpse of Marshal Keith, 11. 109. Hia 

origin, 145 (noU\ In conjunction with Tottleben takes Berlin, 158. 

Retires to Torgau, 160. Commended by Frederic, 930. Commands 

tbe Austrian army opposed to Frederic, 970. Frederic's opinion of, 

989 290 
Ca Z*jpe,'count, assists Frederio in becoming a freemason, i. 165, 166. 
La Mettrie. made reader to Frederic, i. 341. 
La Molte Fowjuet, General, a companion of Frederio, 1. 157. 160. Grand* 

master of the M Knights of Bayard," 163. 
Landshut, Frederic assembles bis army near, ii. 191. Prussians de* 

feated at, 146. Barbarities commuted by the Austrian* at, 147. Army 

of Frederic cantoned at, 978. 
Lantingehautm, General, succeeds Hamilton In command at Still 

•end il' 
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La Tow, menage tent by bin from Frederic to Loubi XV. on the rit> 
tory of Hohenfriedberg , i. 257. 

avipn, General, hts attack on a Prussian convoy, li. 04. Account of 
htm, ib. (not?). Harasses the march of the Prussians, 115. Joins 
Boltikofl* after the battle of Zitllichaw, 124. Falls on ths Prussian 
right wing at Kunerndorf, 126. Driven back into Poland, 132. Re- 
tires within the Austrian dominions, ib. Drives Fouquet from hie 
intrenched camp near Landshut,and takes him prisoner, 146. Takes 
data, 148. Attacks Breslau. 150. Obliged to retire, 151. Beaten by- 
Frederic at Liegnitz, 153. His junction with Butturlin, 176. Retires 
to Fribourg, 178. Takes Schwiednits, 179. Concludes en armistice 
with the Duke of Severn, 194. Frederic's compliment on, before bis 
arrival to dinner, 232. Heads the Austrian army in Bohemia, 268. 
Foiled by Prince Henry of Prussia, 271. 277. 

LebeeaCs History of the Lower Empire, criticised by Frederic, ii. 250. 

he Catt, a memorial of Frederic's hardihood preserved by, i. 327. A 
companion of Frederic, ii. 298. Account of, 301. 

Leezinski, Stanislaus, attempts to secure the throne of Poland, i. 147. 
Frederic's letter to, ii. 143. 

LehwaUL, Marshal, occupies Meissen, i. 273. In commend et Konigs- 
berg. 379. Beats the Rnsaians at Jvgerndorf, ii. 58. Drives the 
Swedes out of Pomerania, ib. 

Leibnitz, patronised by Queen Sophia Charlotte, L 20. 

Leipsic, the Prussians levy contributions on, ii. 16. Regained by Fred* 
eric, 163. 

Leopold, Grand-duke of Tuscany, sent by Maria Theresa to bis brother 
the emperor, ii. 273. 

of Anhalt, Prince, takes Glogau, 1. 197. 

Lestewitz, governor of Breslau obliged to surrender it to the Austrians, 
ii. 75. 

Letij governess of Wilhelmina, Frederic's eldest sister, I. 37. 

Liege, Bishop of, cause of quarrel between him and the King of Prus- 
sia, i. 188. 

Liegnitz, abandoned by the Austrians, il. 82. Battle of, 153. J 

Ligtte, Prince de, sketch of, ii. 228 (note). His account of the conver- 
sations of Joseph IL with Frederic at Neustadt, 229. Frederic's re- 
mark to, on the Jesuits, 241. His letter to Stanislaus on the eorres- i 
pondence of Frederic and Joseph II. respecting Bavaria, 266. Com- *~ 
pliments Joseph II. on his resistance to various cabinets, 273 (note). 
Visits Frederic at Potsdam, 287. Their conversations, 288-492. His ' 
concluding remarks, 293. 

Lindstadt, General, dislodges the Austrian General Campltelli, ii. 120. 

IAssa, Frederic reclaimed a deserter on the eve of that battle, L 325. 
Battle of, ii. 77-82. 

Lithuania, benefits conferred on, by Frederic William, 1. 167. 

Lobkowttz, Prince, defeated by Broglio and Belleisle, i. 216. 

Lorraine, Francis, Duke of, Emperor of Germany, i. 214 (note). See 
Francis. 

, Prince Charles Alexander of, unable to cope with Frederic, i. 
214 (note). His successes against Broglio and Belleisle, 220. De- 
feated at Hohenfriedberg, 255. Retreats into Bohemia, 259. Enters 
Lusatia, 271. Baffled by Frederic's precautions, ib. Defeated by 
Frederic al Prague, li. 37-41. Retires within its walls, 40. Makes a 
•ortie, 42. Frederio's regret on his death, 200. 

Louis XIV., Frederic's opinion of, il. 230. 
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fiaufr XF% rapports Lecainski in his attempt to secure the throne of 
Poland, L 147. Exchange or compliments with Frederic Tor Fontenoy 
and Hohenfriedberg, 257. His letter to Frederic, which enables him 
to break with France, 280. Frederic's answer, 284. 

Louis XVI., his marriage with an Austrian princess renders Franca 
not less jealous of Austria, ii. 265. 

Louisa Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, sister of Frederic, ii. S13. Her 
character, 216. 

Ltwsitz, battle of, ii. 18. A dearly-bought victory, 21. 

Lucchesini, a companion of Frederic, ii. 298. Account of, 303. 

Lynar, Count, his mediation at Closter-Seven, by whom instigated, ii. 
56. 

i Polish ambassador in Russia, effect of his intrigues, 1. 205. 

Maode burg, imprisonment of Trenck in, L 368. Bis plot for betraying 
it to the Austrian* frustrated, ii. 183. 

Mahomet V., offers his mediation for a general peace, i. 260. 

Manstein*, General, reply of Voltaire to, on his memoirs, 1. 351. 

Manteuffel, Count, joins with Frederic in forming a society called " The 
Friends of Truth," i* 161 . DefendingPomerania against the 8 wedes 
is aided by Lehwald, ii. 58. Takes Demmin and the fort of Pena- 
munde, 119. Dangerously wounded at Zuliichau, 124. 

Marbourg, besieged by Prince Ferdinand, ii. 174. 

Maria Joeepha, Queen of Poland, refuses to deliver state papers to 
Marshal Keith, ii. 15. Consents only through menace of compulsion, 
ib. Her intrigues, 34. Dies after the news of the battle of Rosbach, 
68. 

Maria Theresa, motives of Frederic in declaring war against, 1. 100. 
Indignant at his pretensions to Silesia, 196. Her appeal to the diet 
at Presburg, 209. Loyal enthusiasm of the palatines of Hungary, ib. 
Desperate state of her affairs, ib. Her troops defeated at Czaslau 
and Sahe, 214, 215. Peace concluded, 216. Her fortunes revive, 
219. Fresh successes, 223. Orders her army into Silesia, 247 
They return to winter-quarters, 248. Her husband Francis, Duke 
of Lorraine, elected emperor, 260. Rejects pacific propositions from 
Frederic, 260, 261. Peace of Dresden, 278. Her reasons for with- 
holding the guarantee of the empire, 289. Revives hostility against 
Frederic, 372. Her reasons for venturing on the seven years' war, 
ib. Evasive answers to Frederic's question of peace or war, 380. 
Rejects a proposition from Lord Bute, 11. 188. Averse to the meeting 
of her son the Emperor Joseph H. with Frederic, 226. Her corres- 
pondence with Frederic on the Bavarian succession, 272. Anxious 
for peace, 281. Treaty of Teschen, 286. Her death, 306. 

Marienburg, palatinate of, obtained by Prussia, ii. 251. 

Marlborough, Charles, Duke of, commands the English auxiliaries m 
Germany, ii. 117. His death, ib. 

Marshall, Baron, his defence of OHmutz, H. 89. 

Maupertuis, a correspondent with Frederic, i. 164. Frederic's opinion 
of, 187 (note). His ridiculous mishap at Mollwits, 201. First presi- 
dent of the Berlin Academy of Sciences, 229. Sketch of him, 340. 
He occasions the final quarrel of the king and Voltaire 353. Hi* 
controversy with Kcenig, 354. Voltaire's satire on, 355. An edition 
of it burnt, 356. 358. 

Maurepas, his imbecile administration, ii. 256. 

Maurice, of Anhalt, Prince, commands a corps of Frederic a army, u\ 
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90. Arrives bettor* Prague, 97. Unable to crow the Muldaa, 41 
His error at Kolin caused the loss of the battle, 45. 

Maxen, march of General Flock to, ii. 133. He surrenders to die 
Austrian*,^- 134. 

Mayence, Elector of, joins the Germanic league, U. 907. 

Mecklenburg, Duke of, places his claims on the Bavarian succession in 
the hands of Frederic, ii. 964. Arrangement in favour of, at tan 
pence of Teschen, 386. 

MeekUnburg-Strditz, Princess Charlotte of, writes to Frederic on the 
devastations committed by Die troops, H. 191. 

Meissen, the combined forces of the empire and of Austria defeated at, 
ii. 131. Dierecke's surrender at, 13ft. 

Meuse, eastle'of, meeting of Frederic and Voltaire at, i. 187. 

MiUus, auditor-general, one of the court on Katt's examination, L 7ft. 
And at the interrogatory of Prince Frederic, 80. 

Mill, near Sana Souci, question concerning, between Frederic and the 
miller, i. 999. 

Military order, the first in the state, in Prussia, i. 3W. 

Minden, besieged by Prince Frederic of Brunswick, ii. 86. Battle of, 
138. Seizure of French correspondence at, 139 (note). 

Mirabeau, bis account of Frederic's last days, ii. 390. And death, 323. 
His character of him, 329. 

Mitchell, Sir Andrew, English minister at Berlin, visits the Prussian 
camp with Frederic, ii. 10. Passages from his correspondence rela- 
tive to the Prussian subsidy, 171. Letter to Lord Bute on a commu 
nication flrom Frederic relative to Russia, 188 (note). 

Moldavia, taken from the Turks by Prince Gallitain, ii. 946. 

M&Uendorf, General, distinguishes himself in Prince Henry's retreat to 
Ottendorf, ii. 977. His expedition into Bohemia, 283. Much beloved 
by Frederic, 304. 

Molluritz, battle of, i. 198. Its consequences, 900. 

Monbijou, the Czar Peter and his wife Catherine entertained at, 1. 96. 

Montecuculi, remark of Frederic concerning, 11. 933. 

Moore, Dr., his description of Frederic, ii. 994, 995. 

Motel, General, attends Prince Frederic when brought as a state crimi- 
nal to his father, i. 70. 

Muller. chaplain, attends Katt in his last momenta, i. 119 (note\ Or- 
dered to argue with Prince Frederic on religious topics, 101. His re- 
port to the king, 103-108. Second letter from the king, 109. His reply 
111. Frederic's address to, on making him a secretary to the cabinet, 
183. 

, an aid-de-camp, n witness of Frederic's intrepidity, i. 327. 

Munchausen, his firm reply to Frederic's angry remonstrance, i. 999. 

Munich, Marshal, his great influence in Russia, i. 106. Negotiations 
of Winterfeld with, 904. How frustrated, ib. 

Munchow, President, dissuades Prince Frederic from resigning kin 
birthright, i. 116. 

Mustapha IV., Emperor of the Turks, his embassy to Frederic, ii. 907, 

Nabasti, the Hungarian general, defeated by Winterfeld, 1. 953. Com* 
mands the Austrian left at Kolin, ii. 45. Takes Schweidnitz, 74. 

Napoleon, the sword of the great Frederic carried away by him from 
Potsdam, ii. 399. Lost on his departure for Elba, ib. 

NaUmar Marshal, arrests the prince's friend Katt, i. 79. 
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jTMammtwrnrt to mm^ ******* *>***& Frederic at Cootrm, 

i 115 
Neiste. bombarded by tbe Prussians, 1. 195. Blockaded by the Prus- 
W ^a£.BS^d by tbe Auairkm^ ii. IM^Dd^O, the 

Pnisrians, US. Meeting of Frederie and the Emperor Joseph 1L 

i^J^Sirf,diee«rteiitoiB,».»i. Referred by Frederic to the republic 

2Ve«0erc!ooant, enters SUesbi against the fr r ua s to ns,!. 198. Beaten 
atMoUwits, 1991 Hie conference, with Frederie, 907. Retires into 
Moravia, SOS. Ceawnands the Austrian* at the battle of Dettingen, 



lfe»*t«Zi.te Moravia, meeting of Frederie and the Emperor Joseph H. 

]!(igkt march in winter, Frederic* conduct during a, L 323. 
J&bourgy Frederic retires to, from Kolin, ii. 47. 
/Jrirermu?, Duke of, ambassador at Berlin, offers .Frederie the sore- 
rdgnty of Tobago, i. 377. Frederic shows him his treaty with Eng 

land tii 
JfoaMes, Marshal, commands the French at Dettingen, I. 284 Visits 

the emperor at Frankfort, 225. 
Wort*, Lord, bis feeble administration conld not oppose the partition of 

Poland, ii. 256. ^ ...a mi 

JVosfite, Samoa general, taken prisoner at Lisas, ii. 101. 
Jfti«m*«*, Catholic preacher at, prognosticates the dtacornflture of 

Frederic, ik49i Hesry w«trib«Uons exa<rted by tto IVatiwaas from, 

!97. 
OTDmwau., Anstrian general, rented by the Prinee of Wurtemberg, ii 

too 

fLrihnt Countess, discovery of letters transmitted to, 11. 34. 

2^te^^e^oMa%hal Sehwerin, i. 810. Siege of; M. 80. Be- 
tty of an offlcer to Frederic's reprimand at, 95, * -._ 

Or/owl, Earl of (H. Walpole)*hia opinion on the eenTeation of ttottot 
8eTen,ii. 79 (note). 

«W«io\takenbytbiBFren«b^i.2W 1 ^ 

fet-fVise, dnehy of; aco/rired ** 1 2 —Bri ^! , uTfca 
Oitmdorf* able retreat of Prinee Henry to, a. 270. 
Oumacka*, taken by the Prussians, i. 195. 

Palatini, Elector, protests inetbetnally against the election of tbe Doko 
ofU»rr atoe,l v m nrt ^ Theo|klW| ,&#*,* heir of the Elector el 



F5£o6£no^ 

FttttJtf, the* Austrian general, his important disclosure to Frederic H, 

L 917 218. 

j^, Frederic* intended jonrney to, L, 180. JS^ngfigf *' 
PriSnaMe in the army, disconntenaneed by Frederic, i. 319, 390. 
wSd^^Sk^Sl^w^ Emperor of Russia, his marriage, tt. 2ft?. 
ffiSTcK^ •* Brunawick-Wolfeahuttle, aisteruf 

Frederic, ii. 213. Her character, 816. ^ ^ . wa « .,__ * 
r ^p^, g t hMiayed bT tns Puke of Berwick, 1 148, Taken,* 
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Piccolomini, governor of Brieg, obtain* from Frederic the honours of 
war, i. 902. 

Ptn&>, Count, his remark on Joseph the Second's visit to the Empress 
Catherine, ii. 291. A companion of Frederic, 298. 

Pima, Saxon force encamped at, it. 13. Blockaded by the Prussians, 
14. The Saxons cross the Elbe, 22. Capitulate, 23. Camp of, 
seised by Marshal Daon, ] 15. Frederic retires to, 135. 

Pitt, Mr., secretary of state in 1757, his vigorous support of Frederic, 
ii. 83. Resign* in disgust at the influence and policy of Lord Bute, 
187. 

Platen, General, marches to observe the Russians ia Pomerania, ii. 65. 
His success against the Russians, 178. Distinguishes himself hi 
Prince Henry's retreat to Ottendorf, 277. 

Plauen, great canal at, i. 228. Daun's strong post at, ii. 133. 

Plombieres, Voltaire retires to, after his release from Frankfort, i. 303. 

Plotko, Prussian minister, his declaration relative to the Imperial Diet. 
ii.198. 

Peasants of Prussia, Frederic's kindness to, i. 315. 

Peter /., Czar, one of the godfathers of Frederic, i. 19. Visits Berlin, 
26. Entertained at Moabijou, 27. 

Peter III., of Russia, his accession ii. 185. Friendly to Frederic, A. 
Dethroned, 190. And murdered, to. 

Petersburg, treaty of, between Russia and Prussia, ii. 299. 

Podevils, Frederic's chief minister of foreign affairs at his accession, L 
177. 

Poellnitz, Baron, attends the death-bed of Frederic William, 1. 109. The 
interment confided to him, 172. Chamberlain to Frederic, 343. His 
interview with Voltaire coming from Potsdam, 360. 

Poison, Frederic detects an attempt at, ii. 33. 

Poland, letter of Frederic to the ex-king of, ii. 143. Death of Augustus 
111., Elector of Saxony, King of, 208. Count Stanislaus Poniatow- 

_ ski promoted to the throne, 209^ Disturbances in, fomented by Rus- 
sia, 242. Anarchy, 243. Confederation of Barr, ib. Throne de- 
clared vacant, 247. Negotiations; for the partition, 248. Share ob- 
tained by Frederic, 251. By Russia, ib. Treaty, 252. Assembly 
of the diet after the signature of the partition-treaty, 253. Cession to 
the invading sovereign ratified, 954. Ruin of Poland consummated, 
255. Frederic improves his new territories. 257. 

, Queen of, ii. 15. (See Maria Josepka.) 

Polenta, a favourite dish with Frederic, ii. 316. 

pomerania, the Swedes unsuccessful in, ii. 119. Tottlebea repulse! 
from, 169. 

Jomerellia, obtained by Prussia, ii. 951. 
ombdl, Marquis of, his expulsion of the Jesuits from Portugal, ii. 939. 

Pompadour, Madame de, the French government in her hands* i. 375. 

Poniatowski. (See Stanislaus.) 

Potsdam, Voltaire's reception at, L 335. Frederic's occupations at, 
after the war of 1778, li. 287. Visit of the Prince de Ligne, ib. Fred- 
eric buried in the church of the garrison at, 326. 

Prades, Abbe de, a companion of Frederic, account of, ii. 299. * 

Praerue, taken by the Gallo-Bavarian army, i. 209. Battle of, ii. 87. 
Tbe city blockaded by Frederic, 42 Bombarded, ib. Honors of tot 
siege, 43. 

Presburg, flight sf the Austrian court to, i. 909. 
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Pre**, state of the liberty of tne, in Frederic** dominions, ii. 936. 

Pnuiia, internal administration or the states of, under Frederic Wil- 
liam I., i. 22. Statistics of the monarchy on Frederic's accession, 
178. Military force, 170. Alliance with France terminated 919. 
Measures of domestic policy after the peace of Berlin, 222. Reform 
of the laws, 289. The Code Frederic, 291. Plans of amelioration in 
the government, 309. Pecuniary resources, 310. Colonies, 312. 
; Servitude of peasants abolished, 313. Clergy appointed by the king, 
314. War declared against, by France. Sweden, and Russia, ii. 31 
Intimate union with England, 83. Army of 200,000 men maintained 
after the peace of Hubertsbourg, 206. New system of customs and 
excise established by Frederic, 220. Share of Poland obtained by, 
251. Treaty of partition signed, 292. Arrangements at the peace ot 
Teschen, affecting the interests of, 286. 

Prussians, take Ologau, i. 197. Victorious at Mollwits, 199. Take 
Brieg, 202. Gain the battle of Prague, ii. 38. Amount of killed, 
wounded, and taken In, 40. Reinforced, 43. Defeated by Daun at 
Kolin,44. With great loss, 46. Victorious af Rosbach, 62. Defeated 
at Breslau. 75. Victorious at Lissa, 77-82. Defeated at Hochkir- 
chen, 104. Retreat to Doberschutz, 106. Lose the battle of Kuners 
dorf, 125. Defeated at Landshut, 146. Summary of their reverses, 
148. Their operations in the states of the empire, 197. Conclude an 
armistice with the Austrians, 198. Peace of Hubertsbourg, 199. 

Prussian discipline, its great severity, i. 294. Recruiters in different 
parts of Europe, 320. 

Pugatchef, rebellion of the Cossacks headed by him suppressed, ii 
254. 

Putfcammer, General, governor of Gabel, obliged to capitulate, 11. 52 
Killed at Kuncrsdorf, 126. 

Quakz, his narrow escape from Frederic William, 1. 44, 45. 
Quettenberg, Count, omployed by the Queen of Poland to compliment 
Frederic, ii. 34. 

Rabzivil, leader of the Polish confederates, il. 243. 

Rambonet, privy-counsellor of Frederic, 1. 187, 188. 

Ramen, Madame, a spy of the king, yet in the queen's confidence, I 
75. 

Reichenbach, combat of, ii. 192. 

Reichenberg, action of, ii. 37. 

Rembeck, queen's chaplain, his conduct relative to Prince Frederic* 
writing-ease, i. 74. 

Repnin, ambassador from Russia, takes part with Stanislaus against 
the confederates, ii. 243. Forwards the Prussian ultimatum to M. da 
Breteuil at Vienna, 284. Negotiator tor Russia at Teschen, 285. 

KAeiruoer/r/Frederic's manner of life at, i. 138. 151. The place named 
by him Remusbera, 1 60. 

Richelieu, succeeds DTSstrces, and takes possession of Hanover, Ii. 56. 
His cruelties in thn Prussian provinces, 59. His cruelties and ex- 
tortions in the Electorate of Hanover, 70. His successor Count 

- Clermont obliged to evacuate the country, 72. 

Riedesel, Raron, surprised and taken prisoner near Himmelskron, ii 
121 . Frederic's negotiator at Teschen, 285. 

tUtUr, Bavarian resident at Vienna, convention signed by him, li. ! 

gbbcrtson the historian, praised by Frederic, il 315. 



Eseao, efpstntod em ipsnlan to Prince Frsdcrta, i aT. Awl to guard 
Urn when treated as a state prisoner, 70. Obliged to deliver up Ber- 
lin, il. ISO. 

Rollm, a correspondent with Frederic, L 104. 

Uomanzow, blockades Colbert;, it 181. Reinforced by Prince DoJro- 
roueki,i». Overruns WaUacWa, 940. 

Rogback, battle of, iL OS. Flight and Aspersion of the allies, 04. An- 
ecdotee relating to the battle, 07. 

£o»lopcAi*«, Cooat, bis st a t em ent respecting the death of Frederic, ii. 
390 (note). 

Rottenkurgky Freoch magaaine at, taken by Prtnee Ferdinand of Brans* 
wick, ii. 100. 

Roucoule, Madame da, baa the care of Frederic in childhood, i. 19 

RatMdei, appointed to watch Prince Frederic at Custrin, L 115. 

Rulhiere, rightly characterise* the anarchy of Poland, ii. 943. 

Russia, Frederic receives pecuniary aid from, i. 140. 144. His negotia- 
tions with, ilk 1741, 100. An ermyln Livonia againat Prussia, 90S. 
Intrigues of foreign ministers in, 227. Prepare* for war, 006. Dif- 
ference* of Frederic with, 300. Treaty with England, 370. Declare* 
war againat Prussia, IL 31. Forcea of, under Apraxin, advance 
againat Prussia, 30. Compelled by Lehwald to retire, 96. Under 
Count Fermor invade Prnaaia, 85. Their devastations and cruelties, 
97. Their defeat at Zorndorf, 98-101. Gain the battle of Kuneradorf, 
190. Advance into Lusatia, 130. Deceived by a stratagem of Fred- 
eric, 153. Bombard Berlin, 158. Retire beyond the Vistula, 107. 
Their drunken aasanlt on the fortress of Schweidnits, 179. Besiege 
Gotberg, 181. Death of the Empress Elisabeth, 185. Withdraw 
from the Austrian*, 180. Evacuate Prnaaia, Ponwrania, Branden- 
borg, and give up Colberg, ft. Disturbances in Poland fomented by, 
941 Turkey declares war againat, 944. Share of Poland obtained 
by, 951. Treaty of partition signed, 959. Advantageous treaty with 
Turkey through Frederic's mediation, 956. Conclude peace with, the 
Turks. 985. 

RtttotMtt, opposed to the Prince of Anhalt-Dessau, 1. 970. Beaten at 
Kesselsdorf, 974. Leader of the Saxons on their march from Pirua 
U.93. Obliged to capitulate, 94. 

Saats, Austrian magazines at, destroyed, ii. 195. 

Sackville, Lord George, succeeds to the command of the English aaxfl 
iaries in Germany, ii. 117. His conduct at Mtndea, 138. 

Soai, the Austrian* defeated near, L 915. 

St. Germain, Count, evacuates Bremen, and marches into Westphalia, 
ii. 80. 

St. Igrun, General, taken prisoner at Torgau, ii. 100. • 

St. Valoriy recalled to Paris from Berlin, ii. 30. 

Saldern, a man of bad character, his embassy from Catherine to War- 
saw, ii. 949. Succeeded by Repnln, 943. 

San* SoucL number of portraits of Joseph H. In the apartments of, IL 
997. Frederic's illness at, 310. 

Sardinia, King of, persuaded to join the allien against France, i. 997. 

fiose, Marshal, his successful campaign in Flanders, i. 907. Visit* Fred- 
eric at Potsdam, 339. Remark of Frederic on, ii."933 

Base-Qotha, Duchess of, Voltaire at her court, I. 300. 

Sase-Hildbourgkausent Prince, unites his forces with those of the 
Prince of Soubise, li. 57. Defeated at Rosbach, 01. 



mmx. 307 

Saxon peasant-girt, her stratagem to dude • forced marriage wflh a 
Prussian grenadier, i. 17. 

Saxons, surprised and defeated by Frederic, i. 473. 

Saxony, concurs with Austria and Rossis in hostile Intentions against 
Frederic, i. 377. Frederic decides opon the invasion of, 880. En- 
tered by him, n 10. He takes possession of Dresden, 14. Appro* 
prlatea the revenues, 10. Recovered by him alter the battle of Tor* 
gen, 167. 

-, Elector of, furnishes a corps ef 90,000 men to Frederic, ii. 908. 



Ctjnpensation for his claims settled at the peace of Tescben, 286. 
Jrins the Germanic league, 307. 

, Eieetress-dowager of, her claim on Bavaria, il. 90S. 

* , Electoral house of, implore Frederic's intervention in the Ba- 
varian succession, ii. 904. 

8'hafgotcky Bishop of Breslau, his ingratitude to the King of Prussia, 
il. 70. 

fkkatitlar, able retreat of Frederic to, U. 975. Ho purchases a peasant's 
house there, and on quitting appoints him governor of it, 278. 

Sckendt, Major, attends Katt to execution at Cnstrin, i. 07. 

Schimmelmann, (arms the customs of Saxony in conjunction with 
Francis L, i. 373. 

Sckmtttau, General, capitulates at Dresden, ii. 130. 8ent to the aid . 
of Prince Henry in Saxony, 103. 

Schmidt, a priest, his treachery to Frederic, ii. 18ft 

Schtning, Major, instructs Prince Frederic in mathematics and fortifi- 
cation, i. 37. 

Scheming, Frederic's favourite hussar, ii. 313. His constant attend- 
ant, «e. 

School, civil and military, established by Frederic at Berlin, f. 329. 

ichulenbourg, aroused Frederic to attack the Austrian*, ii. 153. Battle 
at Ltegnitz, ifr. 

Schwedt, Margrave of, conspiracy to place him on the throne of Prus- 
sia, i. 31, 39. Defeated, 33. Satirically named Saldagne, 08. 

SchwddnUz, taken by the Austrian*, iL 74. Blockaded by the Prus- 
sians, 83. Taken by Frederic, 88. Taken by Laudon, 170. Betaken 
by Frederic, 193. 

Sckwerin, Marshal, obliges the Austrians to retire into Moravia from 
Silesia,!. 195. Takes Ollmuts, 910. EmersBohemia.ii.il. His 
letter to Marshal Keith, to. Another at the close of the campaign, 
27. Winters in Silesia, 98. Commands a corps of Frederic's army, 
30. Compels Kouiigsegg to retire to Prague, 37. Dies in battle, 39. 

SchmckeU, Sieur, his mission from Hanover to the camp of Frederic, L 
904. 

Seckendorf, Austrian envoy at Berlin, endeavours to break the double 
alliance between the royal families of England and Prussia, i 45. 
His character, 47. Satirically named La Rapiniere, 58. Hia remon- 
strances induce Frederic William to spare the life of hit son,. 8& 
Delivers to him a letter from the emperor, ib. Administers pecuniar* 
aid to Frederic, 139. 

Segwr, General, taken, i. 213. 

Seidiitz, General, wounded at Rosbach, il. 84. 

Stile, Frederic's physician, ii. 310. In disgrace for hinting that his dis- 
ease was dropsy, ib. Visits him, 392. Present at his death, 327. 

SerbeUoni, commands the army of the empire, li. 183. Beaten by Prince 
Henry of Prussia, 189. 



Servitude of pcoamH, abonsfaed by Frederic, 1.91S, 314. 

Seven Years' War, reasons of Maria Theresa for venturing on, i 973. 
Reflections on, U. 190. History of, when began by Frederie, 221 

XGraoesandt, one of Frederic's correspondents, i. 164. 

Sheep, imported by Frederic from Spain, ii. 394. 

SUberberg, Frederic's dispositions at, ii. 983. 

Silesia, claims of Frederic to tbat province, i. 190. Invaded by him, 193. 
Saved by his victory at Liegnitz, ii. 154. Secured by him at the peace 
of Hubertsbourg, 199. He gains the affections of the Stlesians, 201 

Siptitz, Daun's camp at, il. 163. The Prussians take the height behind 
it, 165. 

Solms, Count de, commands the Saxon arnty under Frederie, U. 968. 

Sonsfdd, Madame de, obtains the transmission of Prince Frederic's 
writing-case to the queen, i. 74. 

Soltikoff, succeeds Ferroor in command of the Russians, ii. 198. De- 
feats Wedel at Zullichau, 133. Victorious at Knnersdorf, 135. 
Driven back into Poland, 133. Marches on Braslau, 149. Deceived 
by a stratagem of Frederic, 154. Retires into Poland, 157. 

Soar, battle of, L 969. 

Sophia Charlotte, Queen of Prussia, mother of Frederic William L, ' 
character of, i. 30. 

Sophia Dorothea, mother of Frederie the Great, L 18. Defeats a eon 
spiracy against her husband and son, 33. Proposes the marriage of 
her daughter to Frederic Prince of Wales, 38. Her husband's un- 
founded jealousy, 43. Her attachment to the house of Hanover, 45. 
P*oewed ill treatment of the king, 60. Her consternation at the 
arrest of Prince Frederic, 74. She prevents the seizure of her son's 
letters, 75, 76. The king declares him to be dead, 77. Her reconcile- 
ment to the king, 118. Her disappointment in his disposal of her 
daughter Wilbelmina in marriage, ISO. Letter from that princess, 
123. Vain efforts to break off the marriage, 138. Visited by her 
dying husband, 169. Letter of Frederie to, after the battle of Prague, 
ii. 41. Her death, 48. Frederic's feelings at her loss, ib. 

Saubise, Prince of, prepares to enter Saxony, ii. 49. Unites his forces 
with those under the Prince of Saxe-Hildbourghausen, 59. Routed 
at Rosbach, 63. Driven from the country of Hesse, 118. Defeated 
at Hohenower, 174. Separates from Brogiio, 175. Winter-quarters 
on the Lower Rhine, 176. Beaten at Wilhelmsthal by Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick, 196. 

Stair, Lord, commands under George IL at the battle of Detlingen, L 
934. 

Stanislaus Poniatovuki, Count, promoted to the throne of Poland, II. 
309. Congratulatory letter of Frederic to him, 310 Catherine dis- 
satisfied with him, 343. Frederie becomes his enemy,, 943. The eon- 
federates declare him dethroned, and the throne vacant, 347. Attempt 
to seise hira frustrated, 350. His protest against the partition of 
Poland, 363. 

Stanley, Mr. Hans, sent to Paris to negotiate a peace, ii. 189. 

Stettin, conduct of Charles XII. to the King of Prussia respecting, 1. 33. 

Still, Major, a companion of Frederic, i. 157 

Stolberg, General, with S*rbellonl commands the army of toe empire. 

il. 183. Beaten at Freyberg, 194. 
Stralsund, siege of. i. 34. 

Strigau, battle of, i. 955. Junction of Landon and Butturlin near, it 
176. 
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tkvtttrknm, General, his awwB w t against the Austrians at Branitz, 
ii.284. 

Shihm, a Russian agent, letters of Frederic to, 1. 140-145. Named' by 
him Diaphanes, 160. Translated Wolff's metaphysical works into 
French, 162. 

Strtkowski, Polish prince, levies troops and forms magazines for the 
Russians, ii. 120. Taken by the Prussians, ib. 

Sulzbaehy house of, arrangements in their favour at the peace of Tes- 
chen, ii. 286. . 

Suwarof, his atrocities among the Poles, ii. 840. 

Sweden, King of, intercedes with Frederic William to spare the prince- 
royal, i. 86. Declares war against Prussia, ii. 31. Parties in the 
senate — " the Hats" and u the Caps," ib. (note). Peace with Russia, 
189. Revolution in-, its effects on the policy of Catherine II., 25L 

Swedes, meditate an attack on Pomerania, ii. 86. Pass the Baltic with 
that view, 49. Driven out of Pomerania by Lehwald, 58. Unsuc- 
cessful in Pomerania, 119. Take Penaroonde, 136. 8eiie a Prussian 
squadron at Stettin, ib. Their campaign of 1761 unimportant, 183. 

Sybourg, General, beats the French under the Count de Stainville, ii. 
173. 

Tamsvl, castle of, a place of solace &r Frederic in his Imprisonment at 

Custrin, i. 117. 
Tartar*, Khan of, Frederic contracts an alliance with, ii. 167 Insur 

reetion of the Tartars defeated, 255. 
Taraxacum, prescribed for Frederic by Dr. Zlmmermann, ii. 316. 
Tauenzem, General, defends Breslan against Laudon, ii. 149. Repulses 

the Austrians from Jsjgerndorf, 282. 
Tencm, Cardinal de, engaged in negotiations with Voltaire and the 

Margravine of Bareitb, ii. 68. 
Terringseefeld, M. de, the elector palatine's negotiator at Teschen, ii. 

285. 
Teschen, congress and peace at, ii. 285. Terms of the treaty, 286. 
TJaebault, how employed by Frederic with reienenee to the academy, 

i. 331.' 
Tkonty garrisoned by Russians, ii. 85. 

Tkurnkeim, Count de, governor of SchweidnUs, capitulates to Fred- 
eric, ii. 88. 
Tarring, Marsha!, defeated by the Austrian troops, L 210. 
Torgau, battle of, anecdote of Frederic and his grenadiers after it, 1. 

326. Town of, fortified by Frederic, ii. 17. Surrenders to the army 

of the Circles, 157. Battle of, 163-167. 
Tottlebcn, commands the Russians in the campaign of 1760, 11. 144. In 

conjunction with Lacy takes Berlin, 159. Repulsed by Werner from 

Pomerania, 160. 
Tournay, taken by the French, I. 267. 
Traun, Marshal, his masterly campaign of 1744, i. 246. Operations 

against the Prince of Conti, 267. Frederic's high opinion of, ii. 230. 232. 
Trench, Baron, recounts the toils endured by Frederic's body-guards, i. 

332. Imprisoned at Magdeburg, 366. Sketch of his history, 366-369. 

Guillotined at Paris, 360. His plot for betraying Magdeburg to the 

Austrians frustrated, ii. 183 Fatal consequences of bis intimacy 

with the Princess Amelia of Prussia, 217. 

, Francis, cousin of the baron, an Austrian commander, stats- 
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respecting UmwhyapestkiMbl«,L964. Hk oowta suspected 

of holding communications with him, 967, 968. 
Tressow, Madame, wife of the Governor of Neisse, anecdote of, ii. 114 
Troppau, duchy of, occupied by the Prussians, ii. 974. 
" Truth, Friends or," a society formed by Frederic, 1. 101 
7totomi,bay of, Turkish fleet burnt in, iL 246. 
Turenne, remark of Frederic on, ii. 939. 
7W*ey, declares wax against Catherine, iL 941 Accepts the mediation 

of Prussia and Austria, 946. 
Turkish emperor, negotiations of Frederic with, ii. 187. 
Turks, conclude peace with the Russians, ii 986. 
Tuscany, Grand-duke of (afterward emperor), remark of Frederic on, 

i. 196. 
TulmeUr, his conference with the Princess WUholmma, i. 191. 
Tfrconnelj Lord, French envoy at Berlin, his insulting language, 1. 375 

Ukraine, laid waste by the Zaporavians, ii. 944. 

Ulrica, sister of Frederic, married to the future Klnf of Sweden, 1 938 

Circumstances attending her marriage, to. * 

Vngem Sternberg, driven with the Swedes from Pomerania by Lch- 

wald, tt. 58. 
Usedom, Cokmel, repulses the Austrian*, It. 976. 

Valdo, General, ordered to watch Prince Frederic after Ms arrest, i. 69 

Fan Swieten, Austrian envoy, negotiates lor Frederic with the court 
of Vienna concerning Poland, ii. 959. Re pr esents Frederic as drop* 
sioal to the court of Vienna, 958. 

Varmia, Bishop of, Frederic's humane declaration to, f . 317. 

Verelst, dissuades Tottleben and Lacy from burning Berlin, ii. 160. 

Vienna, advance of the Bavaro-French army towards, i. 900. (&*q Aus- 
tria.) 

VUliers, Mr., sent from Prague to Frederic at Dresden, I. 978. Letter 
to, from Frederic*, 979. 

Virgil, Frederic's remarks on, ii. 989. 

VoUen, appointed to watch Prince Frederic at Custrin, i. 115. 

Voltaire, instance of Frederic's epistolary adulation to, L 164. Letter 
from Frederic on Lithuania, 167. Their first meeting, 167. Frederic's 
opinion of him, te. (note). Letter of Frederic to, after the victory of 
Moll wit*, 901 (note). His M Epiphanie de 1749," 910 (note). His 
visit to Berlin in 1743, 931. Frederic's letter to him, is. Reason of 
his Journey, 939. Account of the king's way of life, ts. Leaves 
Berlin, 936. His comparison of Frederic with Charles XD., 987. 
Frederic's letter of invitation to, 333. Bis reception at Potsdam, 335. 
Jealousy of other men of letters, 340. His sarcasms offend the king, 
348. Quarrels with Arnaud, ib. Diapleases the king by a lawsuit 
with a Jew, 350. The quarrel aggravated, 353. His satire on Mau- 
pertuis, 355. Published surreptitiously, 356. Anger of Frederic, ts. 
Their last interview, 359. He is arrested at Frankfort, 361. Con- 
tinues to correspond with Frederic, 363. His remark relating to the 
seven years' war, 380. Epistle of Frederic to, in his reverses, ii. 50, 
61. His remark on the battle of Rosbach, 64. Relates an abortive 
attempt at negotiation, 66. Extols the prowess of Frederic in the 
campaign of 1757, 83. Frederic's letter to, after his defeat - at Hoeh- 
kireheo, and the death of bis sister, Hi. His account of Frederic's 
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in Louis XV„ 199. His remark en the dissolution of the 
sad on Frederic's conduct towards them, 999. Fredeikrs 
eulogy on his death, 977. 
VouaUrkcusen, palace of, des cri be d, L 197. 
Tew <<*<*>* ciuos, Marquis do, bis ravages and cruelties in Germany 

WASifms* ns LomcHAMps, controverts a statement of Tbiebault, L 

3ff(«oa). 
Wsffsraio, «remm by Marshal Romaniow, U. 919. 
Walls*, Austrian general, Ms attack en Neustadt,iL984. 
War. art of; Frederic's poem on the, ii.991. 
Worcetscs, Baron, his treachery to Frederic, tt. 190. 
Worstis, Blshoprte of, obtained br Prussia, tt. 991. 
ITMle^GeiienLso^eeedsDobJiamconunsjid^iLlSS. Detested by 8sl 

UkoC at Zulfieaau, »». 
Werner, Paul, bis adventure with Frederic, L 199. 

-> General, s m pris e s the Swedes at Pasewalk, IL 196. Repulses 



Tsttlsbsn from Poaoenata, 199. Taken prisoner by the Russians. 

181. 

WsssL oscsjpiad by the French* fl. 99. 
' Wsefmsnsfsr, treaty of; eoncl n dsd between George IL and Frederic, L 

I 917. 

j WiflUrsttwo Frossrics Sophim, L 19. 97. (See Barents, Margravine of.) 

i Wiffiem Auguetu*, hereditary Prince of Prussia, his misfortunes, it 

99. Harsbness of bis brother, to. Hastens bis death, 99. 
WtWasM, Sir C H„ his opinion of Count BruM, i. 911 (note). 
WmcUer. aoMsintsnee of Frederic with, at Leipsie, U. 999. 
WinUrfeU, Colonel, detests Nadasti, the Hungarian general, L 899 
Killed at Gsrlits,!!. 99. 

, Baron, bio mission from Berlin to Russia, 1 199. 



I T sts ran oie, General, takes Prince Snlkowski prisoner, tt. 190. BUM 

at ZnUiehno, 194. 
Wolf, Christian, Ws phil oso p hy magna** to Frederic William, L 191 

Frederic oorr o s n oa d s with him, 199. 
Worms, treaty of, L 999. 
Wreck. Barons, their eastteof Tamsel often visited by Frederic during 

his detention atCustrin, L 117. His wantof grsiitude tetbetn, m. 
Wtauck, General, marches into Saxony, tt. 199. Obliged to abandon 

Frankfort, tb. Unable to save Dresden, 190. Recovers Leipsie, 191. 

Cantons bis troops in the county of Gists, 979. 
Wttrmscr, General, repulsed by the Prussians, U. 979. His iacurskui 

into the county of Gists, 999. 
Wto^eswerg-, Duke of, co-operates against Frederic in 1790, tt. 144. Joins 

the Prince of Denz-Ponts in Saxony. 197. 

-, Prince of, commands the Prussian cavalry at 



uorf,tt.l99. Wounded, 199. 

Prince Eugene of, taken prisoner byTettteben.U. 149 



Banbas the Russians at Cotberg, 181. Retires to Stargard, 189. 
,aPrincemof;nmrriedmtboGrandrdnkePaul,tt.J57. 



folic, Duke of, his visit to Fre deric, IL 919 (note). Frederic 1 ! 

ta, by Dr. Znumrmenn, 919. 
» burn ma of, gnndniocc to Frederic, tt. 91L 
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Zaporatia.ni, ient by Catherine H. to massacre the Poles, In the 
Ukraine, U. 944. ' 

Zastrow, General, obliged to surrender Bebweidnitz to Laudon, iL 179. 

telly plundered by the French, ii. 72. 

Ziegenhayn, besieged by Prince Ferdinand, ii. 174. 

Mietken, General, attacks the 8azons at Hennersdorf, i. 372. Com- 
mands the left wing of the Prussians at BreslaU) ii. 75. Joins the 
king at Glogau, ib. Shares in the victory at Lisas, 78. Chases the 
fugitives to Sara, 83. Commands the right wing of the Prussians at 
Torgau, 164. Assists materially in gaining the battle, 165. Much 
esteemed by Frederic, 304. 

Zimmermann, Dr., mentions the numerous suicides among the Prus- 
sian body-guards, 1. 331. Frederic's letter to, ii. 311. Visits him, 
311-318. Takes his leave, 318. 1 

Zinzcndorf, M. de, negotiates for Saxony at Teschen, it 283. 

Zips, in Poland, the troops of the empress-queen take possession o( U 
251. 

Zittau, Prince William's communication with, cut off, li. S3 

gorndoif, battle of, ii. 08-101. 

ZulhcJmu, battle of, IL 12* 
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